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|. Executive Summary

In all three Districts, we found that people who had benefited frorhigfrevanilla prices
were grateful for the experience, and the majority had beed, litte the first time, from
financial want: they paid their school fees, customary needs, aadydieteds with ease.
This was unquestionably the benefit of their hard work and risk-takinganin
environment without financial infrastructure, however, they had nowherevésti their
profits and few ways to spend it in the short term. Every villagehamlet has a story of
the permanent house that never got finished, and the vehicle that can ap beng
repaired. These are the sorry but hopeful stories. More commonleseofawanton
drinking and waste on new wives, ‘girlfriends’ and prostitutes; of gasitg run amok
and prices and business houses that raised their prices through th@rdowdry goods
were suddenly twice the price, but no one need hesitate. And becausmdfieiaries
were uneven, were spread out and gaining mythical proportions, greed and envy
flourished along with theft and hold-ups along the highway. Much of the &ranamid
have been spared had the banks been able to create accounts and daaimgs fec the
newly-wealthy, but their rules remained rigid and they were t@btgab only a fraction
of the money floating through these communities at the time.

In year 2000 the price of vanilla began rising until, by late 2002 st over K500/kilo

and in early 2003 it peaked at K80O0/kilo. Then in the middle of 2003 it ctentéall,

until 2004 when it dropped fully, where it remains.Business houses weeé chi
beneficiaries of the boom, and enjoyed terrific profits for the mauiting of 2003. Their
complaints had to do with security, and the inconvenience of restockingyqaiakligh

to service the needs. They hired more staff, put on more securitjflavlaeans were
soon moving through business and private hands much the sant@mimayshells in the
islands omununigabanana fiber money moves in the Trobriands: the next best thing to
cash. Small objects could be purchased directly with vanilla, and adh&asures of
them were used to repay loans and stave off grievances.

In emergent cash economy there is a hazy line between whatdik@ual needs and
what he/she wants. In these communities, where people have beendrigelg from the
garden, they were also dependent on cash for modern services: edacdtiwalth first

of all, and following that, transport to market. Thus, cash did not floaugir an area

that was otherwise ignorant of it; it arrived like a tsunamcipety because people knew

the life-changing significance of kina. The quality of life had begatively high, due to

good crops and a stable income from cocoa and coffee. This income kept the
communities afloat, allowed them just enough to sustain the infrageguof their
basically remote lifestyles. But once these crops became uaptefiand cash began to



evaporate, people were forced to adjust to life without kerosene, etnobl and even
malaria medicines.

The boom and bust
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We make no claims of exactitide with the above tehbut it reflects the average prices for the year
quoted to us, and show not just how quickly tlog dboom-ed’ but also how immediately it ‘buest’ed.

The first and most powerful impact of the vanilla boom was the ciatisn of the
weakened infrastructures in all these communities: suddenly the cogsugslive and
kicking again, it had shaken anemia and promised to thrive. People béglaratoey.

But they also reached threshold where there was simply too muthocasnage. There
were no economic girders beneath the towns, in particular; thesetveanselves thrown

up without much planning and with no expectations of more complex development.
There were no businesses or services dedicated to long-term iamestmthe village
farmer: nothing more to buy after all the household goods and beerolkbhid.
Between a gen-set and a Land Cruiser there was littlet@lbely, which effectively
forced people to spend their profits on air travel, hotels, binges, andimes: In a town

like Lae or Port Moresby there might be savings and loan societissess groups, even
financial planners. There would be vehicles and materials to buy ferbosiness
ventures. Most importantly, there would be lower hurdles to opening a savings account.

Timing: The Drekikir villages in the mountain foothills were the firstpiant vanilla,
and the first to benefit from it. It was as if they stood atsti@re with surfboards waiting
for the tsunami to come in. When the Madagascar crop failed, theyhredeest of that



wave, and even if they came through alittle banged up, they weren’helidy it. Those
who watched them rise with the sales from that first lucratiarerest went back and
planted vanilla themselves. Just when the Drekikir people were rdmirgcoffee and
cocoa gardens to plant more vanilla, so were their neighbours wilif@low suit and
gamble everything on this new crop. But by the time some of thedaters saw their
first harvest, the boom had gone bust, and the cost of gambling everythvagilla was
coming due: people realized too late tha teir other other inconresgere, food gardens
had been forfeitied, and all their dreams of big money would be dashed: Dhelskir
foothills people who rode the first wave, however, were remote vilagad few had the
means or the know-how to save their profits. Money was squandered oresimor&ther
than long-term desires. Those who did finally invest in better hontesehicles largely
did so from their second harvests, and sometimes got caught halferayltefore the
prices dropped.

The contrast between Maprik-Dreikikir and Wosera is dramatic, althoagunexpected:
those who planted vanilla first experienced a roller coaster afiogscic and social
upheaval because of it; those that planted vanilla late, remainedandeewand also
unscathed. Subsistence agriculture in Wosera, or in Maprik and Dreliakire the
boom, was not perfect, and its very engagement in a cash economythaansquires
a steady income from some cash crop or project. We hear thrs @ghiagain in the
interviews below.

Training: The Department of Agriculture and Livestocks’'s Rural OffioerMaprik
District, James Hosea, says that vanilla was first introdtecédiaprik in 1992 under the
DAL’s Minor Crop Diversification Programme. Villagers in &l Maprik LLGs were
trained in cultivating and processing vanilla at that time (althabghquality of that
training is unknown to us). His two reports (details of which areotemed below)
confirm that planting in the Maprik area really took off in 1993-1998, anduhgber of
plants brought to harvest in 1998 was close to 60,000. (The DPI in Maprik, however
tells us that the cultivated form of vanilla was introduced in 1996-7 uth@eSmart
Program.)

In 1993 Alfred Jamran (Chambram?) is said to have brought vanillarmtfre Keravat

agricultural campus in Rabaul to his village of Yambes, from witesgread throughout
Drekikir. Yambes growers harvested their first crop in 1996, which appedave been
the first commercial harvest for the Maprik-Drekikir-Wosergioa. The Maprik DPI

says that they looked over his training materials and gave tlesisiby for them at the
time, although they initiated training later in Maprik.

In 1999 the DPI introduced vanilla to Wosera, which was a good 3 yearsted first
plantings in Drekikir and Maprik. Training appears to have been spwtyghout the
region, and virtually no one we spoke to in Wosera had received anyngraoni
processing the bean.

With respect to the limited staff of the DPI and ther DAL, theilla craze was quickly
too much to manage. There seems to have been real efforts to edlagées about



cultivation and drying, but whether these workshops were effective, autyiaris hard
to say. Most of the growers we spoke to from Drekikir to Wosera lbaak and blame
their lack of training on the government. It is because they Wetmined, they say, that
so much poor quality vanilla flooded the market by late 2003.

Store prices Supermarkets and major retail stores unashamedly raisegtices along
with the boom. In a market economy, this is not unexpected. But in ariptecaew
market economy where major shops are foreign-owned, it proved to bieisagpublic
relations. Papindo opened a branch in Maprik which was a service tontimeunity that
looked all too opportunistic. This kindled a feeling of exploitation in thelipuhat
would snowball by late 2003, when vanilla prices dropped. By then people #ueoss
region were all to ready to believe Papindo, the part-Indonesian compady,
manipulated the market to cheat Papua New Guineans of their due profits.

Banks: One of the reasons the retailers were able to ‘carpetbagottra so effectively
was because banks resisted any impulse to relax the requireomemgening bank
accounts. Remote villagers especially found commercial banking predibithe
requirements for opening term deposit accounts have always involvedveeiigd by a
current account holder, or showing multiple forms of identification. B&#ployees
apparently went on village visits to sign up new clients, largelyause they suffered
their own cash crunch at the time. We have no statistics on thig vibutld appear that
the outreach efforts were less than successful. Even in 2005 oufdeadhvery few
villagers with bank accounts. The ID was of course only one of thectdssta banking
for remote villagers; even where the roads were good and trangpitebée, by the peak
of the boom road blocks and hold-ups were all too common.

The vanilla boom is just one of many arguments for micro financeNi@. FPNG is
belatedly encouraging micro finance institutions and practicesaw gr its banking
industry. The concern of late, and the reason brakes have been put on &8s piaall,
has been the popularity of quick-money and pyramid schemes that haveedguass
the county—most notably in the North Solomons Province. The lack of regulatihe
industry creates the perfect environment for these ‘other’ sagimj;nvestment schemes
to flourish The typical grassroots is either distrustful of ommiated by commercial
banks, and although there are legitimate savings and loans saaietiest major towns
of PNG, they are few and far between. Non-literate and remdégefis without easy
access to towns have few means with which to make their income’ ‘¢although see
Sexton 1982, 1986 for indigenous banking schemes that have been successful
exceptions).

Both the EU and the ADB have funded long-term projects for the develomhsntro
finance in PNG. The Credit Schemes for Women and Cocoa Producees (inas
Bougainville) was a technical assistance project funded by the Ewrdgeion and
conducted by Bankakademie International from 2000-2002; and the Microfinance and
Employment Project by the Asian Development Bank is still running, from 2002 —2006.

! Banking has changed in PNG over the last two dedd Mt. Hagen’s PNGBC, in 1989, people used to
be able to use thumb prints as signatures, anddhléterate could verify their identity by utterirg



Prostitution, adultery, domestic violence:Men went to border towns when they sold
vanilla in Jayapura and actually bought women as brides. Women caragathaggers
looking for men. Girls were seduced for vanilla, women took young boysast av
bacchanal, violating all sense of order and in the day of HIV/AIDE.AHResources also
proroduced a report in 2005 on child sex abuse and commercial exploitatibiidoén

in PNG (HELP 2005) that raises the alarm about the trafficamen, children, guns,
maraijuana, eaglewood and vanilla that heated up during the vanilla boastillaexists
today. They spoke to people from Jayapura (West Papua) to bordersvillagNG,
throughout Sundaun Province, including Vanimo, and into Maprik, Drekikir and Wewak,
to trace some of the routes taken by vanilla growers travelirggltaheir beans and
returning home flush with new money (Ibid: 30-40). Prominent PNG men loage |
carved out this route from Port Moresby to Japayapura for busines®rasdxf with
Javanese prostitutes. The Central Sepik crisis Counseling Cemiaprik, Coordinated
by Lucy Goro, continues to deal with fall-out from some of the childebtransactions
made during the height of the boom. Young women from border villages in Sundaun
Province were purchased for K10-20,000 by Maprik and Drekikir vanilla growamers
their way back from Jayapura. Many have since been abandoned aft&udhe
sometimes with babies in tow. Vanilla was also a magnetdibrerfs, mothers and
brothers along the Sepik River wanting to sell their daughters atetssito vanilla
growers at the time. Some of these very young children are iriffganaants as well as
sex toys for their new owners.

Perhaps the most surprising sign of how widespread this problemowees drom the
one police officer in Wosera District, who told us he was seeinga%@s involving
prostitution every fortnight. He also saw up to 304 cases of in one @fealcohol
leading to abuse, assault, property damage, and theft. He sent ntbst d@dmestic
violence cases to the Welfare Officer, but added that most &f #rese from husbands
committing adultery or begrudging their wives vanilla money. This tha situation in
an area far from the eye of the storm, where people had planteddoyethtn harvest
their vanilla during the peak season. We do not have Maprik or Drekikaepstitistics,
but our data from Lucy Goro of the Central Sepik Crisis Counselimgr&eand from
previous reports (HELP Resources 2005, NHASP 2004) confirms that Wastzeed
much less than the other two Districts.

personal password to the teller. This accommodatiatients’ needs was instrumental in the growith o
strong local economy, because it ensured that #semost remote villagers could save their moneyr ov
time, could build a nest egg for their dreams, mnagdt of all guarantee that their hard-earned cgifeéits
would not be squandered, stolen or lost in a hothé ground. The most restrictive rule at the time
concerned taking a loan: villagers had to havesttree amount of money in their account, as sectiniy,
they wished to borrow. Collateral would also béelisin a loan application: things like pandanusgre
coffee trees, cassowaries and sometimes wives (éthbrideprice value). As comical as this sounds
now, these relaxed protocols were essential thi¢ladthy and sustained growth of a ‘middle clasd¥in
Hagen, based first of all on coffee, then on thie-sff businesses coffee afforded: trucking, PMKkéail
sales and so forth. Today women across the highlathd have been born or married into coffee
communities can be seen driving 4WDs and operdlieiy own secondhand shops, video rental businesses
and kai bars. Families own rental properties inftotiiey invest in farming equipment, and in clasibess
groups with their surplus profits. Much of this daamattributed to the early access to banking that
Highlanders from Hagen to Kainantu have enjoyede(Sinney 1973)



Theft: In an environment where money was everything, if temporarily, tere only
SO many ways to get it: growing and selling beans, selling gandgotvers, buying
beans to sell to exporters, and theft. Once Papindo started buyindgogeees those beans
on the vine in the garden were rife for theft and kids stole all kfdsnilla knowing
they could get cash from it. Roadblocks on under-maintained roads were too easy.

Land disputes This is the topic that requires the longest-term perspectigefoa which

it is necessary to comb the ethnographic literature. Rules otéamnde and usufruct are
never etched in stone, and the ethnographic materials tells ubd¢h&bé¢lam practiced
fairly flexible systems of group incorporation and ususfruct. Theseragrant people
themselves, and so flexibility has always suited their objectdel in Wosera has there
ever been a threat of land pressure, and even these renowned gareactexs by
intebsifying their gardening practices, and more recently, begamigtating to West
New Britain for plantation work. For these, among other reasons, tHamle general
have not tightened their land tensure rules until very recently.eferof migrants, and
the general drift of grifters, carpetbaggers and sex worketiset area during the boom,
presented an urgent problem. As a result, land disputes were commdage Vil
Magistrates and Councilors were not just unwilling but unable to raégdhiese disputes
because they were largely unprecedented. The issue of land telawgerthan the scope
of this report, but it is true that these districts suddenly bameéed for formalizing what
had otherwise been fluid. The problem is finding a way to define tersueerule rather
than an exact blueprint, so that it can serve the changing needs of a growing community.

Food securityis a critical issue: people across the region cut down their géndens to
plant vanilla. It wasn’t cost-effective to maintain coffee andoeowhile they toiled for
higher prices with vanilla. Unfortunately, no one anticipated thatvélisable new crop
would crash well below the more stable, if depressed, prices faacand coffee.
Communities across the region are now concerned with reviving tdmmef coffee and
cocoa gardens, and in Drekikir, for example, villages have alreadgHad new coffee
growers associations. Some of our informants reported that theygeittirey K5/kilo for
their beans today, while cocoa and coffe are selling for between 2@diG@ram.
Perhaps more importantly, people who neglected their food gardens, emepoef for
store bought foods, are struggling to replant yams, taro and othessstapitunately the
sago grounds were spared destruction, and this important staple resesushany
otherwise hungry communities. But food security implicates a rahggher concerns
like nutrition, soil erosion, and the ability to pay fees for educatimhraedical needs. It
is clear that these farmers need a cash crop alternatiwdfé® @nd cocoa, in order to
lubricate the wheels of their economy. The risk, otherwise, isvili@gers will increase
their reckless sale of eaglewood and other forest products in pursuit of cash.

The lack of accountability for public servantscontributed to a general dissolution of
government infrastructureWe spoke to the single hard-working police man in Wosera,
and heard his complaints regarding support from above (no vehicle, naras$ist
especially during this difficult period. But a greater strairs wat on the entire area by
disgruntled or underpaid civil servants who simply did not show up for workt ofios



them taking the opportunity to plant vanilla gardens themselves. Tlastheasingle
greatest factor to sustained lawlessness and disorder duringnitia kaom. Without
the personnel for government infrastructure, the entire apparatusl society was little
more than a houe of cards. Youth groups, church groups and other civic orgagizat
buckled under the strain of having little or no law enforcement or buseaticand
noticeably absent teachers and religious leaders.

We know from the recently produced Human Rights Watch report on pdilicse an
PNG (HRW 2005) that the question for people who have been either abugedredi
by police across PNG seems to be 'Who polices the police?’ Thenmel responsible
for ensuring the links between judicial and law enforcement branchbstween schools
and churches, were all away from their office—and the unusual citances seems to
justify this. It points to a serious flaw in the operations of ettiety across PNG, where
the local values of conciliation and peace-making tend to gag poieatens when they
see abuses of authority. People turn away rather than protest oinjaonjake over. The
fear is that they will be held accountable for usurping someons eésponsibilities, a
fear deeply rooted in the separation of powers and roles in traditional society.
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[1l. Introduction

In 2003 the Maprik region of the East Sepik Province in Papua New Gemp@ged an
extraordinary surge in private finances when the Madagascaravarol suffered frost,
and left a shortfall in the world market. Suddenly the newly introdaast crop in PNG
jumped to premium prices, and people literally got rich over nightagérs with
virtually no experience in the cash economy and little more tharabeisaf sell their crop
the were suddenly filling their pockets with thousands of kina, floclonthe shops to
buy things they could never before afford, and generating an economic ‘lrdhe
small town of Maprik and the provincial headquarters of Wewak. Unfortiynate with
all such booms, the bliss evaporated very quickly. Money was wastedl soci
relationships were distorted and abused, and the market prices eyedoglped,
leaving everyone more or less empty-handed.

What this study proposed to do was to examine some of these procestethe
individual narratives that comprise them, to see how mistakes méghedressed and
measures might be taken to prevent some of the hardships peopleddufier¢his roller
coaster of events. What happened in the East Sepik reverberated arouadnting in
smaller and less extreme cycles; therefore what we dibeusss relevant to all of PNG
and its smallholder communities. The vanilla boom was development wifotisé kind,
and what we learn from it might help establish principles for dgwveént of the best
kind.

Of course it all started out brightly. The Department of Pymiadustries began
distributing vanilla seeds throughout the East Sepik in the early 198fisut yet
promoting it as a cash crop. There was no suggestion, for exampli,rtght replace
the slumping but relatively stable cocoa and coffee crops. The preodmadtshifted
dramatically by 1993 when, for the first time, growers startdohgeheir dried beans to
buyers for good prices. It was now an excellent substitute for tlegsessed cash crops.
Then vanilla prices started to climb. By 2001 the principal world crom Madagascar,
had faltered, and opened a void in the world market for secondary sounceby 2003
PNG growers were reaping unprecedented rewards.

The black vanilla market was already experiencing a shortfall988, which was
seriously exacerbated by the 2000 Madagascar harvest, which whsasi®a0 tones. S
a result, the 2001 the UE import market prices had reached Euro 100 qoeat kg 2002
they were at Euro 150 per kg.
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Laurent Bertin, Manager of Spice Tech, PNG, the vanilla expdoesefl in Madang)
reports that the that global demand for vanilla has remained @argtant, at around
2000 tones per year over the past 10 years. This explains why the yaigés were
steadily rising from these shortfalls even before Madagascaop suffered three
cyclones in 2000. Between 1994 and 1998 the world price had declined from US
$55.63/kg to US$15.26/kg reflecting the volatility of the commodity on the world
market. Meanwhile, the exports of PNG vanilla were increasirigeaprices were rising,
and between 1998 and 2001 PNG exports increased from 1 tone to 24 toneydar the
(See CUSO 2003). Even before the Madagascar hurricanes/cyclonesdevahyping
countries, including PNG, were encouraged to take advantage of a groamia
market shortfall. But the 2000 Madagascar cyclone dramaticallygeldathe landscape
and value of the crop. In 2001 Spice Tech was buying vanilla from faforef®0/kg of
dry beans; by 2003 they were offering K700/kg. (some buyers werengfi€B00/kg at
the peak).

Nevertheless, by 2002 end-users were complaining about the poor qudigybafains on
the international market. It seems difficult to attain the mummstandard of 2 percent
vanillin, and PNG vanilla was no exception. The grading system #yairters had
introduced was being compromised by the rush to sell beans, and sadlerseven
doctoring their beans to get the best price. Despite the prior ahoitfvanilla on the
market, the new sources quickly made up for it and were now supplyirgndeQuality
was all the more important. Indeed, the three critical featfrdge world vanilla market
is that it is highly speculative, it is suffering a decling@iaductivity overall, and that it is
also experiencing increased competition from synthetic vanillahi&ssynthetic vanilla
floods the lower grades of the market, it is increasingly impotteat the new producers
maintain the highest standards to keep the top prices high. Aimimgpabving the
guality of the products available and increasing productivity in tle fileuld seem to be
the right choices in the context of a market that is justkatylto swing upwards as
downwards.

According to one industry newsletter (Fruitrop Newsletter Jan@63, reproduced
below), the vanilla market is distinguished by its very opacitycimyifluctuates widely

and is very unpredictable. And yet the supply situation is relatsmelple. Practically all
exports come from four countries, with Madagascar being the uncahtestker holding

63 percent of international supplies (even) in 2001. Indonesia and the Comeros ar
strongly present with 21 and 9 percent respectively. They are falldwemodest
suppliers in Uganda, India, Jamaica and Papua New Guinea. The imperbphlack
vanilla in the US and Europe quadrupled between 1999 and 2001. Political itystabili
Madagascar, and a drop in production after hurricanes Eline, Gloria et h 2000,

all encouraged producers to enter the market with gusto.

In 1993, Alfred Jamran (Chambram?) brought the crop from Rabaul to Yasflbgse in
the Dreikikir District. Yambes villagers believe that he wasfirst person in the general
Maprik area to encourage and teach vanilla cultivation in earnesthé&& growers

2 Dr. Geoff Wiles, National Agriculture Research Inge, Inaugural Vanilla Training Workshop, Coast
Watchers, Madang,"?— 5" April 2002.
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harvested the crop for the first time in 1996. By being (arguablyfitsteto harvest,
Yambes people were then the first to benefit, and indeed they rdepetbst harvests
and most money from the crop over all. Yambes became the epicethes sdcial and
economic explosion---and the reverberations were wide.

Ironically, the PNG Investment Promotion Authority’s website a®\ajust 2005 still
touts the bright potential for this cash crop. [See Appendix] “Progiisiwith
“excellent” prospects and “extremely strong” demand, vanillanishé eyes of the IPA,
still a solid investment. But this elides the chronic price vaatdf the crop, and
certainly effaces the terrific roller-coaster ride farsnall over PNG took between 2002
and 2004, when the price spiked and plummeted in the course of 18 months.

The first media reports of this boom period in 2003 were nothing but podRipples
across the rural communities were gaining speed and breaking dkesvin the main
towns—Madang, Lae, Wewak, for examples.

3$38% 1(: *8,1($ 9%$1,//$ 352),76 63,.( /2&$/163$XKIXVW
3257 025(6%< 3DSXD 1HZ *XLQHD 7KH 19WDRQOOD $XDUQLQJIV IURP 3D
1HZ *XLQHD«V 1RUWKZHVWHUQ SURYPQRNHQRI ZDYKMV 6IHE IWKBULRUWKHTL
FRDVWDO WRZQ RI /DH /DVW ZHHEDWQRKRGIRY8RWRIGY «RMH RXW RI ILY
ERXJKW ZLWK FDVK IRU DERXW . [URPHOIFKUEN JSRRMIKWHU JURXS IURP W
DUHD ERXJKW VHYHUDO XVHG XWIOZWWKYFDWKP $0RQ FSNKR) FOKRDAVARI VW R W
LQ D VLQJOH WUDQVDFWHRY )RPQFDQLDOXHNDURDSVRQ .DQGL +
*DPEDQR % DQG 6LPLOR =DFKHXV ZU®ORIE M KHK KV BXURNKG RERQFK ZHUH
&RQVRUW 6KLSSLQJ IRU WUDQVSRBWDD\WBSRQNWFD VLD NURXS WOVR SXU
ILYH WRQV RI FRSSHU LURQ URRIQQDHURMRFIDIQRHLEOMHMO D IRUPHU
'"HSDUWPHQW DVVLVWDQW VHFUHWIDN\JHWWEDRINLRR R YLHIG 0IDF WKH OXF
WUDGH +H VDLG DQ HVWLPDWE GSHUPRRQWRKQLRQVWHKH FD@RWBD JURZLQJ
RI WKLV PRQH\ LV VXQN LQWR YRIKHFOHD @IQ0G GHQ MDQBQW KQH Rl WKH
SXW LQWR EDQNV EHFDXVH WKH WDYE®LYMKLGHIDNHRQMUYHKK DWW EUDQFKH
6RXWK 3DFLILF DQG :HVWSDF :DQ@H G\CRHQDWMDW®R KKRSDEGRBRFDUV EHFD)
PRWRUFDU FRPSDQLHV RSHUDWLQJRWWGREZLWXDRUSGHUIH LGHRQYRNR ORV
VDOHV PDQDJHU OLFKDHO (NUL WIKIHGHFRQRHA\WKH/ WHVWHRLQJ DQG VWU
YDQLOOD JURZLQJ DUHDV DUH SHISRS IGU VU L FPDY. QOAF W KDY @DSULN  'U
'RVHUD %RURNR ORWRUV LV HQYMWKHIISRERADH RAXGKUWWUNFNY DQG 1LV
XWLOLWLHV LQ WKH FRPLQJ ZHHNY\ XQF ERQXXWY PDKHNHERR®J VWUDWH.
WR SDUWLFXODUO\ WDUJHW WHHEDQQHOOM®I IDDPHOQODXQIGHMLWK 'HDOV
SODQV WR YLVLW WKH 6HSLN 19 GIRP\RWH[WQZH AN UWNRI WX BWKRNR ORWR U\
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But this excitement was short-lived. It wasn’t long before daokidd rolled in on the
vanilla market. All the dreams of newly flush farmers in thetE2epik Province were
suddenly dashed, and the negligence of all other gardens and cash ceops eckly
obvious. People had ignored their cocoa and coffee gardens; some had puled up t
crops to plant more vanilla. Most had neglected not just their cagls,dout also their
food gardens, so they could expand their vanilla plantings. By 2005 agatwfficers
were looking at a cash crop debacle of serious proportions. People itk Mape now
getting lousy prices for coffee, cocoa and vanilla. And their garden food was gone.

3DSXD 1HZ *XLQHD )RUXP
By JAMES KILA

PAPUA New Guinea’s premier crop, coffee is not totally diminished in the hub of the
vanilla boom districts of East Sepik such as, Maprik, Dreikikir, Wosera-Gaui and
Angoram.

The pair was invited to participant in the agricultural show at Maprik station hosted by
the East Sepik’s Foundation for Women in Agriculture. Upon their arrival they found the
town of full of people, mainly vanilla farmers, busy doing their business. However, one
thing frustrating which the farmers expressed was the big fall in the price ofdp.

“Farmers were expressing their shock that the price of vanilla which previoasly w
buying at K600-K700 per kilogram saw a massive fall to K20 and K50 per kilogram,”
said Mr. Naged, a liaison officer.

Mr. Tevo, who is the CIC’s senior plant breeder said he was impressed in the way some
of the farmers in the area have responded to their visit simply because although many
have already turned their attention to the cultivation of vanilla they have not completely
abandoned coffee.

“We were quite surprise to see farmers still growing coffee as wellrgltavia
intercropping gardening system,” Mr. Tevo stated.

The plant breeder also had the opportunity to showcase a new high-yrelolirsga
cloning material. The clones are for a new coffee variety called “Omuru Oneh whi
already has been distributed to a number of organized farmer groups in the Madang
Province.

“The new Omuru Oneobustavariety is very promising in terms of yields per hectare,
and would be good alternative crop for farmers in the Sepik, who once were leaders in
terms ofrobustacoffee production in the country,” Mr. Tevo said.

The pair also noted in their visits that some farmers have neglected their gacteas
have even uprooted or cut down thebustacoffee to plant vanilla.

Mr. Naged stated that their important message to the Sepik farmers waghhbhew
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decline of the vanilla price, coffee is a stable crop and can provide the alternang me
of income so its best they return to coffee.

“All is not lost; the genuine coffee farmers have not totally forgone coffee. tlliGas
its office functioning in Maprik to help coffee farmers,” Mr. Naged said.

In 2003 CUSO commissioned a social impact study of the vanilla boent@®parison
between East Sepik (Maprik, Dreikikir) and Madang (Amele) vibade study of the
Social, Economic, Religious and Cultural, impacts of vanilla in the Maprik antkikire
Districts of East Sepik Province and Amele (Sein) in Madang Provitisenteresting to

look at this 2003 study as a baseline for the information we colléet®gears later,
when the prices had dropped and the glow of quick money had disappeared. Mdprik a
Dreikikir were amongst the first communities in PNG to plantearand so an extended
view of their experience is more possible here than anywhere else.

The 2003 study found that

There has been a significant rise in social problems experievittad families and

the communities as a whole, including a rise in alcohol consumption anelak
down in the relationships between the community and organizations. However,
socially there has been an improvement in peoples’ living standards, and
infrastructure. Most significantly income gained from vanilla leasbled people
within these communities to meet their basic needs more eaxilythe ability to
improve the infrastructure and facilities available to them.

This confirms our own findings. Most importantly, there was an inklimgntof the
problems that would come to the fore by 2005, especially in termadifion, and food
security.

These communities were also found to be moving away from traditfarmaing
practices while concentrating on growing vanilla, reducing theiitghio be self
sufficient with food security. ... There has been a move away fradtitnaal cultural
practices including a decline in respect for the community leadlbese has been an
increase in migration to the area, which has resulted in somal swoblems
however, has increased the cultural diversity. ...

The major changes the communities have experienced are:

- Migration of people from outside of the province into the communities tynos
females from Karkar Island in Madang and the Highlands Region).
Prices of the basic goods and services are increasing
The opening of new business houses such as Papindo and Agmark in Maprik town
Increase in the varieties of goods being bought and sold at the matketisas
electrical goods and kitchen utensils.
Families and individuals financial status has increased
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Villagers are now living on manufactured foods, such as soft drinksiitsisdce,
tinned meat and fish.

From the growers’ perspectives, the negative impacts of these changes include:
- Arrise in alcohol consumption among all age groups
There has been an increase in a commercial sex industry, whichmataso
prevalent prior to the introduction of vanilla.
Domestic problems such as polygamy, domestic violence and divorce are
increasing.
There has been an increase in the number of roadblocks and armed robberies
along the highway, especially between Maprik and Wewak.
A rise in the sales of guns and marijuana.

The positive impacts... gained from vanilla include:

- An improvement in the living standards of the community (e.g. thewplaleeto
buy new, clean cloths, food from the store, many have purchased new cooking
and eating utensils, semi permanent and permanent houses have beem built t
replace bush material ones and they have bought electric generators).
Many people are involved in small-scale businesses such as taeke goultry
farming, selling of second hand clothes and buying and selling vanilla.
Most now have the money to travel by public transport to other partiseof t
country.
Some villagers are able to buy vehicles.
Villagers find it easier to afford school fees.
People can pay for improvements to the infrastructure within the cortyr(e.g.
villagers from Yambes paid for a construction company to build akfleeneter
road from the main highway into their village.)

The 2003 report is marked by the informants’ optomism. People wera stié midst of
the boom when they were interviewed. Some had been planting since 1999mumst at
they had three years’ of harvest behind them, and prices weresingreapidly. As the
report notes,

Almost all the growers interviewed aimed to build permanent housksoaoperate
small businesses. From the seventeen growers interviewed fieel aonfund their
children’s education as an investment for their families’ futurd aeven were
planning to buy a vehicle with the money they earn from vanilla.

All the growers interviewed were aware that the price of leaml likely to fall;
therefore some carry out alternative income generating aesviicluding poultry
farming and operating PMV’s. They do not believe however that the wilicill as
low as that of coffee and cocoa. “Even if the price drops as loW5800 per
kilogram this is acceptable to us,” said one interviewee. In codmatntain the price
most growers wish to improve the quality of the beans, which can bebgomay
picking properly ripe beans.
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The National 25 Feb. 2004:
31* 9%$1,//$ )$50(56 586+ 72 0$5.(7 $6 35,&(6 )$//

%\ <HKLXUD +ULHKZD]L

3257 025(6%< 3DSXD 1HZ *XLQHD 7KH 1DAXIQREQLHIGV)HRE YDQLOOD )DUPH
(DVW 6HSLN SURYLQFH LQ 3DSXDJIHQWRLGHEDNUBD MORFRNQRDGV WR T:
WKHLU EHDQV IRU WKH EHVW Y DROMHL @P LS WFHBR UMD\ LRIODO RBLFHV IR
TXDOLW\ KDG GURSSHG IURP . QW GERXWQ.G DIUH WHFIHOO GURSSLQJ
WKH GURS LQ SULFHV KDV VHMQROIOD SDRFZEQIQDNGMWRHODSULN :RVHL
<DQJRUX DQG .XEDOLD ZKLFK IDUPMUWRUXNEDRKRJWRKBEXWHEWDOLNH 3D S
$JPDUN /HRQJ %URWKHUV DQG $OKID/QH % MURGS S6HREP 1D FEX\SIWVQJ EHDQV [
SRLQW FUHDWLQJ ORQJ TXHXHM BIRVAOVHIWR RPRVYQERY NWQOO DIWHUQI
7KH (63 $JULFXOWXUH 'LYLVLRQ HALAWK DV K i VIRHUO GO RIDERIRPK .DSUDQJL
ODSULN RQ )ULGD\ WR GLVFXV\V.QUKB $REVOBIDO 1 WRZRHUNR DY VRFLDWLRQ
LPSURYHPHQW RI TXDOLW\ O0UV QM8 GRHE MDD ISA VFKKN FRXOK EH UHOD
TXDOLW\ RI EHDQV :H KDYH WWRZP U HQAWDZ IQODXO RV W \RRKWKHDUNHWYV RYH!
OUV .DSUDQJL WROG 7KH 1DWLRQDIOG\RQW HUG PAZ R OHJ[ SRUNBHUV WKDW Z
SXUFKDVHG EHDQV LQGLVFULPLQDRVAR®D GLWKRR®W IGUF WE MKIE $PHULFD
WR UHIXVH DFFHSWDQFH RI 31* MDWKICSPH @QWWHDV DIRXWRQWR EH RI YH
TXDOLW\ DQG UHMHFWHG +H VD1 G DIEHFOOD KDWRIQBDHNQRVWRFNSLOHG L
E\ RQH 31* H[SRUWHU IRU WKH $PXQIDLFOI) WBUNHWREX\WW WKH SUHPLXF
7KH $PHULFDQ LPSRUWHU DFFRBUELQUVWRKHUOBGDEDWMDL@W EHDQV DW F
86 SHU NLORJUDP . ZKLFK X®FHKD RGN G UVKHLP SDFW RQ SULFHV
YDQLOOD

V. Vanilla booms

Why do booms and busts occur? Agricultural booms and busts are not uncommon.
Vanilla, for its very volatility, has a reputation for causing hawocural communities,
especially those not yet absorbed into a cash economy. The Amehitdnercs book
author and illustrator, Armstrong W. Perry, traveled to Bora-Bothdrl920’s where he
became so enamored of the island that he wrote many storiesigiatiger’s lives. But,

in the words of one biographer, Armstrong was distressed by the advanvaofilla

boom (Barrett 1992: 3-8).
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Vanilla cultivation

There are two types of mdla plant. The one with the small leaf oi
pidgin we saymambu lipis calledTahitensis The other one which h
big broad leaf is calle®lanifolia. The difference between them in te
of pollinations is that the former makes its pollen quarterlyrevias th
later puts out its pollen once every year.

It takes two years for vanilla to bloom flowers. In the thiréryg will
bear fruit and ready for harvest. Both types of vanilla bear flowers &
year. However, this also depends on the fer of the soil and tt
climate. Caring for vanilla is very hard work. It requires pngy
cleaning, pollinating, drying, and grading before being sold.
pollination alone, it can take 16 hours to cover an whole field. Most
people that we interviewed had fields of 3,000 to 4,000 plants.

After pollination, it takes about 8 to 9 months before the green bee
mature enough for curing (drying). Once harvested, they can be
boiled or put in plastic bags with a temperature of 65 degrees£kls
three minutes, and than put in the sun for curing. Proper curing ti
least a month to sun dry the beans, but may take two to three maon
good quality beans (it depends on the weather). When curing, farm
canvas or blankets to dry theRoofing irons are also used, but the b
should not stay too long or they will become over dry. When the
over, the beans are wrapped in blankets and packed in boxes for tr

Beans are graded according to their length and color. For Aygbahr
the colors should be black and shiny and should be moist. Everythi
is a lesser grade.

A Grade-16 cm and up

B Grade 14 cm and up

C Grade 13 cm

D Grade 12 cm and below

The rejected beans are beans that have been over ripe and:éaspli
they lose color, have grille or sores and black spots.

Suddenly a [vanilla] blight struck all of the other islands excepafBora, which
soon took on the aspect of a boomtown similar to that of the Gold Rushndays
California. The islanders found themselves millionaires almost al@rnmovie
palaces sprang up, the men bought automobiles, and the women the lagest Pa
gowns. With these riches also came theft and murder. The old ctpaf,N0i,
observed sadly that the people had lost their initiative, their natigeoms and
traditional ways of living. Suddenly the vanilla boom was over ... new \liagls
replaced the stricken ones on the other islands. And the season of sdrarsived.
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One afternoon a great hurricane struck Bora-Bora and the newly mibidaaire's
houses and possessions were destroyed; and the people, fleeing iisofungfuge

in the mountains. Soon they faced famine and privation, compounded by thefact t

they had grown soft from easy living. Led by the old chief, theiechind were able
to win a victory, not so much over a natural disaster but as a m@@npkvictory
over themselves...Sperry said: "The thing which remains with me wividly from
those months on Bora-Bora, stronger than the manifold charms of the, idahe
remembrance of the great courage with which that little bandlgh&sians faced the

destruction of their world and faced it down, and stooped, only to rebuild.

It appears that vanilla can be a dangerous but not insurmountable component to
agricultural development. Let’s hope Bora-Bora’s resilience has set an eampNG.

V. Introduction to the project

Nancy Sullivan Ltd. was hired by HELP Resources Wewak to conduatoavéek
seminar on ethnographic data collection and qualitative research methtsir in-
house staff and volunteers. Following the workshop, the participants amerdraroke
into two groups, to focus on two extended research projects: the sopadt of the
South Seas Tuna loining factory in Wewak, and the social impact ehthka boom in
the Maprik-Dreikikir-Wosera region west of Wewak.

This report reflects the results of three weeks research dattbesubject conducted by:
Francis Akuani, Chris Dominic, Malawa Wong, Robert Hagoma, RodnekiFidabra
Kavagu, Stella Kasua, Jeromy Gau, Ezekiel Kavagu, Ruth Yarmaniddbawi, Sabina
Poseliau, Simon Warr, Gellie Akui, Bunamb Aluang, Francis Diap, Jericoff, Naomi
Wanga, Julie Baugora, Jean Bosoro, William Koran, Pias Reypainj, iaednLSengi.
Nancy Sullivan edited and wrote the final report.
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The team itself broke down into two groups to spread out into the teresad) areas of
the region; they were led by Francis Akuani in the Dreikikir angikaarea, and Simon
Warr in Wosera. Their findings differed greatly because moshefvanilla ‘madness’
occurred in the Maprik and Dreikikir side of the area, while véite Iplanting went on in
Wosera, and therefore comparatively few effects were felt. differences are
instructive, and can help us understand how communities might better enanely
phenomena in the future.

In general, both teams were hard working and eager. Their work waserett, and
there are methodological flaws to the data. Temerity was agpnoinl general, as we had
reports that some trainees failed to operate as individuals ifieldeand observed
without recording. But the trainees with initiative definitely mage for the rest. In
general, the trainees did not get beyond the verbatim stage ofiemteg, lacking
follow-up questions or techniques to isolate the informant and thereloyagetpersonal
data. This is to be expected, and we had enough data to be able tolateagd fill
holes otherwise lacking. In any rapid rural appraisal, there aretiansesof
reproducibility to the results.

There were also limitations created by team leaders. We draaus reports come in
about one of our own trainers harassing women in the field, and even enugpuag
discontentment within the team about not being paid for the fieldwork.eThere
troubles collecting all the data from this team, and ultimatebnalyzing it because the
team leader had compromise his objectivity. In other team, one ¢fEhP Resources
Board Members also proved an obstacle to effective research béeapesited himself
as the sole authority on the subject and, despite constant warninggdréd submit to
the direction of a female team leader, even intimidating sontleeofvomen in the team
against conducting any interviews whatsoever. In this case we¢hgetdgam back to the
region without this person to conduct some of their fieldwork again.

Fortunately, we have been aided by a few statistical reportptbatded us, one by
CUSO and another by the Department of Agriculture and Livestock, asd tieve
helped ballast information we would otherwise consider methodologigaigliable. But
the project was truly a success, insofar as it got people ar¢lagto reflect in 2005 on the
bust as well as the boom before it, and it updated some of the previous mategardn re
The trainees all learned about ethnographic techniques in the workshorendlyc
learned more from their attempted application in the field. Rengpwie data that came
back to us, there are clearly some individuals who are bettlrsasdrt of qualitative
research than others, some who instinctively understand the need ¢otlframata and
culturally contextualize the responses. In general, we believe shaknts learned the
importance of moving beyond the preferred response to a question and providing
participant-observational data that can qualify the answers peome Taey understood
that one or another interviewee might be politically or sociatyivated to respond in a
certain way, or have restraints imposed by speaking in public. Semeets understood
how their own background could determine the nature of the responsescéiiegdeand
noted as much in their field data. Experience is always thetltest and we believe
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everyone involved received a healthy dose of instruction from the olssthelefaced in
the field.

What happened in the East Sepik may not be what or how it happened ipartkesf
PNG; nor will the same events be likely to occur again. But thexelear lessons to be
learned from the events of the boom and the devastating effects bfishéhereafter,
which continue to this day. And these are what we hope to presenfiasouseuts from
this project.

V1. Methodology

This is a qualitative study and its principle tools are ethnographic observation and
interviews. For this kind of short field period, it is necessary &pkbe protocol flexible,
so that teams can find the most efficient means of collectiegright data in the
established time frame. It uses a simple iterative toolkit ¢hka be mastered by team
leaders and the inexperienced trainees alike. This includes vaechsiques of
information gathering, including semi-structured interviewing of grams individuals,
informal discussions with villagers and key informants, direct obB8eryaand the
collection of secondary and/or anecdotal information on pertinent maltass method
differs from a social mapping or standard RRA project inasmud@hdags not collected
wholly ‘public’ information, but seeks to learn the individual experieraned opinions
that lie behind public consensus. Although time prevents interviewing enoeigiens
of a community to establish representative sampling, it creatésher picture of the
whole community. In this case, information about which there is suiladtant
disagreement is not discluded, but allowed to stand. Arguments, contranergpinion
are all contextualized as subjective material. But disputesergrean opening for
researchers, and should be explored with attempts to trace the @dblets origins.
Sometimes this can be facilitated with archival and other segondlacuments.
Fieldwork for social mapping is usually paced to optimize the deptimfofmation
against breadth of coverage; in the RRA depth must be achievedchortar period of
time, and yet still remains paramount to breadth.

Two groups of fieldworkers set out to three field sites: Maprileilbkir and Wosera.
The first team started in Dreikikir and walked from villagevikage, conducting both
group and individual interviews. They concluded their work with interviewslaprik.

The second group set out for Wosera, where they focused on observingadohgeihe
events of the yam harvest festival. The time spent traveling Witbage to village was
minimized, although the team also returned to Maprik for their final interviews.

Researchers were supplied with a list of sample queries and directions fos,caenell
as a brief introduction to frame their investigations. Interviews collected inisok P
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have been recorded, transcribed, and in some cases translated, here. All observations of
village life and general community outlooks have been recorded. Data was collected over
a three-week period, then transcribed and analyzed for another several weeks. In all our
interviews, researchers represented themselves as volunteers from HisluiPcBe and
ethnographers from Nancy Sullivan Ltd. there to conduct a social impact assessment of
the vanilla boom for a general public readership.

Some attempt was made to eliminate gender bias by balancinghleotbains and the
respondents. The issues themselves are gender-divided, in that theper@eneed more
of the benefits from the boom, while women experienced more of thdvdigages.
There was certainly overlap, insofar as women also felt berfiedits vanilla, and men
also experienced its pitfalls, but very little of this inforroatwas too controversial or
sensitive to discuss with interviewers. Thus, even though women ggnetaiviewed
women, and men interviewed men, neither men nor women were partidatabited
from sharing the good or the bad with either the male or female team members.

These two teams either visited or interviewed individuals from the followingdnosat

Maprik District Dreikikir District

1.Timingir 1.Yambes 1,2,3,4

2. Brukam 2.Musungwa

3.Urita 3.Musumblem

4. Solom 4.Thaiunge

5. Bonohoi 5.Musungwik

6.Luaite 6.Nanaha

7.Waragom 7.Wara Sikau

8. Maprik town 8.Laning Guap 1,2,3

9.Balif 9.Yakgrumbok 1,2

10. Nialikum 10. Baklo

12.Imbras 11. Musundai
12.Mushulo

Wosera District

1. Kumunikim 1

2. Kumunikim 2

3.Tatenba (Kumunikim 4)

4. Kolongu 1

. Kolongu 2

. Utamuf (Maprik District)

. Mamalimbi (Maprik District)

. Muhi (Maprik District)

O O|NO|O1

. Ingalimbi (Maprik District)

10. Blamda

11. Telenge

12. Gatikim
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13. llaita (Maprik District)

14. Strakim (Maprik District)

15. Laienga (Maprik)

16. Gwaiwaru

Both teams also interviewed public officials, health officers;itees, and business house
employees in the villages and in Maprik and Wewak towns.

There were limitations both in the preparation for the fieldwork aride data collection
process. The workshop was a broad introduction to the ethnographic method, and devoted
only one week to preparing a fieldwork plan for each of two fieldsklf the group

was to study the social impact of South Seas Tuna factory in Kyemd half were to

study the impact of vanilla in the Maprik area. This meant thates@arch designs were

not as polished as they might have been. Because we took a total abf4, d® of

whom were newcomers to qualitative research, the ability toomanage the project
design was compromised. Each of our two Principal Investigators hallydifypeople

to direct and oversee, which meant a lot of poor fieldwork went uncedrelctterview

skills were not as well honed as they should have been.

The ethnographers from Nancy Sullivan Ltd. also had logistical and authoyblems

with some of the volunteers, such that one team was more or Edsekijoy the political
agenda of a local vanilla buyer and HELP Resources (then) Boardd&ilemhe Team
Leader of another group also had a problem delegating interviewsyripgete do most

of them himself, but in the end failed to get all his interviews. 860 found that not
sending out prior letters of introduction prevented us from seeing sortiee gfublic
figures. In particular bank personnel in Wewak and Maprik had to be appdolatée
Then we discovered that a few of our new volunteers either did not taseardost their
notes when they returned to Wewak (!) Needless to say, we learned a lot from the projec

Fortunately, all villagers were cooperative and we experiencedawity threats or real
obstacles to data collection.

It is for some of the above reasons that we have incorporated sothe data from
earlier vanilla reports, in an attempt to make up in a longitudamgle what might be lost
in breadth or quality of material here. Compromised, or uneven, ag$earch may be,
we nevertheless believe it accurately reflects the staddfaifs in the region at present,
and serves to isolate important lessons for communities grapplihgsimilar problems
in the future.

The report presents Maprik and Dreikikir data first, as simgilaffected by the vanilla
boom from 2001 to 2003. Dreikikir was hit harder, and the data here wikiaxphy.
Following this we present the data for Wosera, which, although it ditt panilla, never
really participated in the ‘craze’ that their western neighleaperienced. We describe a
yam ceremony from participant observation, and present some of tiie deteaditional
Abelam culture that seems to thrive still in this part of #ggan. Much of what we spell
out in the Ethnography section below will be reflected in the intendad text-box
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material for Wosera. In both the Maprik-Dreikikir and the Wosediag we have
presented select interview data to illustrate a particular pbimiew, whether that be a
PMV driver or a village farmer. Later in the Discussion wamxe the issues in a
crosscutting fashion, to assess what segments of a given populaterafiected in
which ways.

The interviews were virtually all conducted in Tok Pisin and tralmsdrfrom a recorded
record, and translated to English. Every one has been edited for, dihibugh as much
verbatim materials is preserved as possible. Finally, we apeldgr irregularities or
flaws in our spelling, especially local place names. Tenses, tue,deen adjusted for
clarity: often people speak in the present tense in Tok Pisin forfdresient and past
events. For clarity, we have made all our informants speak in thdgmae about the
vanilla boom, even though it is not perfectly clear whether some ofUétels or

behaviors are still occurring in 2005.

VII. Introduction to the area

To understand some of the choices people made, we must sketch a gicthee
environmental context within which these took place. The Ambunti-DreiKilgtrict is
about 30 kilometers wide and 45 kilometers long at the foothills of treicélli
Mountains. There are no roads from the coast across these mounteam,fex a road
that leaves Wewak in the east, crosses the range and then tasstadong the length
of the foothills. There is one way in and out of the area to theotafiit of Wewak, one
way down to the Sepik Plains and River below, and one way west tadbesh region
and Lumi beyond. Transportation is good here compared to many remotefRNG,
but it is neither reliable nor easy. Most villagers in need oftthervices or markets
must walk some distance to the feeder road that will take them to the main road.

From Dreikikir to Angoram there is potential for agricultural depenent because the
land is good and there is fair access to markets. Even then, pooemaaice of the Sepik
Highway and feeder roads remains a major constraint to such devatopii¢hout
better roads to market, there is no security in planting any cash crop.

Until the vanilla boom, the main source of cash was the marketirdgrgdood at
Kunjingini, Maprik and Pagwi. Although there are extensive plantind®obiustacoffee

and cocoa, depressed prices have resulted in declining sales irsttiseVearal years.
Other sources of cash income include sales of tobacco, firewood dadtsarfThere is
potential for expansion of the smallholder cocoa industry in the inlaig] given the
province’s active research and extension activities, and the reainteloped solar
dryers. (Hanson et al 2001).
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According to the PNGIMR (1986), the PNG Rural Development Handbook (Hahabn e
2001), and NHASP (2004) (among other sources), the general Maprik-Dréikiisiera
region experiences heavy rains from late September on, which irdkiéme way people
garden. New gardens are cleared and burned during August and Septeinilanted to
catch the rains. Early or late rains are a concern, and too madk naore common than
drought. “Unseasonable rain, or squalls which approach from an unusualodirect
blamed upon magic made by people in other villages, and wooden gongs aredsounde
protest.” (PNGIMR 1986).

Areas at higher elevations receive more rain. In the northwess gave way to sago
production supported by taro and banana gardens. Yams are adapted to wet and dr
regimes, but are most susceptible to too much moisture whichotvithe tubers. Sago

and taro and better adapted to saturated ground. But even the severe 1997+{8&ldioug

not cause serious food shortage problems at Dreikikir.

The region’s primary vegetation is a tall lowland hill foreghvan irregular canopy, but
much of this has been replaced by secondary forest. In some placesgagotbiat before
the steel axe was introduced the gardens followed the ridge tbps ttean running down
into valleys as they do now; and they were smaller. Steel enadsled people to take
down larger trees and clear sloping ground.

The first Wosera census was conducted in 1941, and the records showe tRafcific

War caused a sharp decrease in population (for various reasonspshftllowed by a
slow increase until 197D.After 1970 the population growth was more rapid. The
PNGIMR suggests that there may have been smallpox epidentios 800’s but it is
hard to say how much the population dropped due to them. “Children still titantis,
malaria, pneumonia and diarrhea in these villages,” The PNGIMR says, “but an
improvement in living conditions and improved health care facilities]udirg
vaccination programs from the 1970s to the 1990s (when services begafni®) deas
reduced the infant mortality rate and led to the sudden increase in population.”

The birth rate is still high, even though health care standard&r@pping. At the same
time, living conditions are improving, with rainwater more often being used for drinking.
Many young people leave the villages and stay with relatives itothes, but eventually
many return to get married and take up farmfng.

Recording the demography of the Wosera area has@eengoing activity for the IMR since mid 1990.

Part of the Malaria Vaccine Epidemiology and EvabraProject for the East Sepik Province, the prbje
keeps active records of births, deaths, incomesdthhand other statistics for 29 villages and nibes 13
500 people. This material is an excellent basdtinsocial and other demographic research in thmne
See PNGIMR 1986.

* According to the National Census 2000 the totalytation of province is 343,181 of which 172,012 ar
men and 171,169 women divided between 69,180 hold®hccording to the National Census (figures in
the Census in some cases are different from thmofeidistrict plans) the populations of the disgriare:
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There has also been a history of out-migration for the Abelam iWthsera sub-district

(see Curry 1997; Lea, Joel and Curry 1988) that dates from the catomiglantation
worker schemes. A large number of people from this area havetesigoaresettlement
schemes in West New Britain and at Gavien. Relative to otieas af Papua New
Guinea, the Wosera have very low incomes and poor nutrition (espeamingst
mothers and young children). The area is also densely settled, wditiekeranging from

60 to 200 people per sq km. The colonial and postcolonial administrations have long been
concerned that Wosera subsistence systems were under strasshentbmng term would

be unsustainable under high population growth rates (Lea 1964, Curry 1992).
Fortunately, the out migration rates have ameliorated some omiteci of population
growth. The question remains whether or not this has been offset egerdly by return
migration in the heat of the vanilla boom.

For the Wosera, subsistence production is characterized by a bush $gdtem of
gardening and sago processiBgoscorea esculentgams are the most commaknown

by the Abelam aasakwa and cultivated in gardens and interplanted with t@adcasia
esculentaand Xanthosoma sagittifoliujp with supplementary crops (see Kaberry 1941,
Forge 1970, Losche 1990, Scaglion 1976, Hauser-Schaublin 1990). But sago is the most
important non-garden food and the primary staple from January to Jung/avherare in
short supply (Curry 1992:44-61). Usually only one yam planting is made before
fallowing, but sometimes two plantings are made, with Chineseataitosweet potato
planted into thdaarvested yam holes. Yams (all species) are trained up stareksgd 3

m. Agricultural activity is highly seasonal, with clearing fr@eptember to December,
planting between November and January and harvesting from June

Wosera District is also distinguished by the intensive cultivatibthe D. esculenta
yam, which can withstand inundation for short periods (Quin 1984). Besdavayams
are planted in mounds about 60 cm high. It also seems that fallowhdeagt being
reduced and cultivation periods are being lengthened by the rotationalngapEweet
potato and peanuts. Tobacco, for cash sale, may also be cropped durirgatios,r
following a short grass fallow.

The National HIV/AIDSSupport Project (NHASP) conducted a social mapping project
in the Dreikikir-Maprik area in 2004 (NHASP 2004). We reproduce here sintige
statistical data they were able to collect:

In the Ambunti /Dreikikir District there are:
59 Elementary Schools, of which 19 are run by the government and 40 by others
42 Lower Primary Schools of which 14 are run by the government and 28 by others

Wewak 63,965 divided between 12,188 households
Ambunti/ Dreikikir 55,397 divided between 12,016ukeholds
Maprik 57,806 divided between 12,586 households
Wosera Gawi 49,408 divided between 10,502 houdshol
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8 Upper Primary Schools of which 3 are run by the government and 5 by others
2 Lower Secondary Schoad$ which 2 are run by the government
2 Vocational Centres

In Wosera/Gawi District there are:
36 Elementary Schools all run by the government
24 Lower Primary Schools of which 9 are run by the government and 15 by others
9 Upper Primary Schools of which 3 are run by the government and 6 by others

Wosera /Gawi has 17 village courts divided between 4 LLGs. In AmbBuaeilkikir there
are 7 police.

a. Ethnography of the area

The general Maprik area, from Dreikikir in the West through to \Wose the east is
Abelam territory. These people share one non-Austronesian (Ndu) langudigierent
dialects across the whole regidithe Abelam are distinctly different from coastal people
who speak an Austronesian language (Forge 1990: 160-172). The neighboring Ndu
speaking Boiken and Kwanga people both came up from the Sepik River paswera
followed by the Abelam, who settled between them, south and southwést Miaprik

town ared More densely populated than their neighbors, the Abelam were still
expanding into the Kwanga area in the early part of the twemgetiury. But their closer
relatives are the Sawos and latmul directly to their south.

These are warring people, or at least they were up until Mdptikrs was established in
1937. As elsewhere in PNG, trade was crucial for establishinge paad building
alliances. What's different here is that a ‘yam cult’ cultarese as the basis and means
for this trade. Virtually nowhere else but the D’Entrecastealandls is there the same
focus and elaboration of yam production as is found in this area.

As mentioned, the Abelam in particular are brilliant cultivatoryarh, and they raise
great numbers of 2 main speciligscorea alataandDioscorea esculenjalt is theD.
esculentaor asagwakaakaasakwa in Abelam language, that makes them remarkable,
though. This yam is unusually tolerant of saturated land, which appehavé¢ been an
Abelam innovation, and allows them to cultivate river flats and floodedsa Abelam

® The main languages for the Ambunti/Dreikikir Distrare: Sassarman, Waskuk, lwam, Manambu,
Nukuma, Andep, Wogamasin, Beremo, Behemo, Mayo, BémmKombiou, Akun, Sanyo/Hewe, Gawanga
and Winioka. In the Wosera Gawi District the maémduages are: Kumukundi, latmue, and Mepekit-
Kambiabit.

®“There is a myth relating how the ancestors ofAhelam and of all mankind came up from their
dwellings underground through a hole. They cantbeéanountain Yambukandja and the place called
Dumeni in the southern Wosera region. From thenmeympairs of men went off in different directions.”
(Huber-Greub 1990: 275)
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farmers have devised techniques for drain the yam holes in thdengarThus they can
produce the terrific numbers of yams required for yam harvest and exchange.

Yam harvest exchanges required that “up to 80 percent of a man’s pvaduotld...be
displayed and initially presented to exchange partners, affines, atrdataral kin.”
(Ibid:161). Village-wide presentations of yams were made to bditd adnd enemy
villages, in competitions that depended entirely upon having the edge oratorit
technology, including magic.

The distinction between aggressive yam exchange, which allowehcall to
continue, and war or feud is summed up in the Abelam contrast betweambera
‘those with whom we exchange spears’ amapi cambera'those with whom we
exchange yams.’ (Ibid:162)

Success in these exchanges reflected not just the virilityeoimien folk (for these yams
are long and phallic) but also their skill in magic and ritual.t Bérthis involved
abstinence from sexual activity, which is still today considergaticiple factor in
successful yam growing. “In Sepik terms, it was the Abelamigesor access to
supernatural power that made their log yams longer, their gardenesproductive, and
their occupation of land previously the undoubted property of others so conc(lsixe.
3)

Anthropologist Diane Losche describes the ‘ideal’ for relations étwnen and women
as a form of “harmonious interdependence” (1990:400 ). Although both the yaamdul
the spirit cult (which includes initiation) exclude women, they do nahach denigrate
as they do separate them. Women are expected to cook for men and kogsatiur
ceremonial events, and observe the same taboos against sexuayinfiheideology in
both cults demands misogyny and the authority of older over younger mergnbeit s
including Losche, have argued that this is an ideology honored in the Ifli@d¢hNot
only are older men more feared than respected for the sorcergwimgyout women are
not antagonists to men either. As Forge explains’(1971:141-42) “womereared as
inferior by men, who nevertheless believe them to be basically supeknd even as
early as 1940, a pioneer female anthropologist recorded that “indpikee rigorous
exclusion of the women from the yam atambaran cults, the daily relationships
between the sexes are characterized by ease and friendlifiemsiseiry 1940-41:252)
Whatever the ritual messages that may be conveyed, it is apgzaem daily life the
relations between men and women in the Abelam (and by extension kidreikd
Maprik) area are based on an idea of complementarity and not male dominance.

But any way you look at it, the Maprik-Dreikikir-Wosera people wei@ent and
aggressive. As the anthropologist Anthony Forge describes the Abelam:

[W]arfare was chronic, and casualty rates appear to have beehigbryAlthough
such measures are full of danger, it appears that about 30 percéadudd
deaths...in 1958 were killings by enemies...Training boys to violence waglemt
essential, but this necessity started from the assumption thatllthe kill had to be
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induced by cultural practice. Initiations into the various stagekedfatnbarancult
involved very little overt instruction in anything, although the initiatese beaten
and rubbed with nettles at most stages. Puberty initiations for both amay girls
involved severe beatings, running the gauntlet carried by a mothertseihrand
seclusion. Boys’ seclusion was said to have been for up to two months. wBm@ys
taught to bleed their penes and received instruction in a wide vafietsle behavior
including warfare.... (Ibid:168)

But culture is not static, and the relatively long period of recoddea from the Abelam
in particular tells us that innovations are fairly common. Newvesys of initiation age-
grading and of bridewealth have been recorded just prior to colonial iamtyusnd
adaptations may be occurring as we speak. The point is that thésesw@re more
flexible by their very nature than we may consider them: evetaim ‘bipd there were
rules being bent and changed. Anthropologist Barbara Huber-Greub (1990) ritadl poi
out that villages in the Abelam area are themselves very #adl people are constantly
moving around.

In the course of [the village] Kimbangwa’s history, new hamleisewepeatedly built

and old ones abandoned. Death, jealousy, and attacks by enemies from surrounding
villages drove people from their familiar hamlets, sometimes éveother friendly
villages....Even today, the flow of people between hamlets is strikingel\Rhas
anyone lived all his life in the same hamlet.” (1990:275)

This is interesting, considering the importance of gardening to tlederes.
Anthropologist George Curry has more recently noted that (Curry 1997:194 ff):

In the precolonial period warfare was endemic amongst the Wodskam and
social organization was sufficiently flexible to permit the nmeat of people
between villages and groups, and their full incorporation into the hostisscin the
contemporary context of increasing population pressure, and in the alsence
warfare, a significant response is a general tightening ofulles governing group
membership and resource access. This response, it is argued,pneggme a shift
from a patrifilial system of social organization to one based dnlipeal-like
principles, resulting in a legacy of marginalized immigramtediges of three
generations or less of a village residehce.

Nevertheless, as Huber-Greub points out, selecting the right gamt&nvhs and still is
critically important---and may have less to do with soil figytithan observing the right

See also Curry and Koczberski 1998. Elsewhere @uit880:abstract) tells us that, “Although labour
migration from the Wosera was well established teefvorld War 11, it increased in scale in the 1950s
with the implementation of the Migrahtbour Scheme (MLS).”
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tenure and usufruct laws so as to appease the ancestors, who inlltbeipagrow your
yams. (Ibid:278)

The ceremonial yam and its cultivation have central significamdbe Abelam’s
view of the companionship of the sexes, of the ancestors and spiritstiaifon

ceremonies, of social rights and duties, and of power and politiasibreship within
the village and between villages...Some of the ritual knowledge ®sstieccessful
cultivation of long yams is acquired by men during initiation; some However, is
merely hinted at or transmitted in keywords, to be fully commurdcatdy in the
actual planting of yams. A young man who joins an older, experienceeptaost
do so in the way least likely to allow antagonisms to develop. .... [Meiva planter
with too much success sooner or later risks having sorcery ainiah atut of envy
and apprehension. (Ibid:279)

This brings us to sorcery. Sorcery in PNG is most often useduaal asystem, a threat
and a punishment against antisocial behavior. An agricultural stlcgtinvokes magic,
that distinguishes itself for a supernatural ability to grow gjaim also likely to pride
itself on personal magic and the medicinal/therapeutic uses of lo@@nical
information. Healing the community is much the same as healingltheadeing a social
ill will solve a physical one, and thwarting disruption on a socialleill also ensure a
community’s physical well-being. Abelam society is especialtypowned for its
hierarchical understanding of a spiritual and a botanical plane to thedicinal
therapies. In an article on Abelam medicinal plants and healingpantbgist Werner H.
Stocklin. (1990:452) explains that sorcerers and traditional healersalveags needed
extensive botanical knowledge, but whereas sorcerers are aided dstranspirits,
healers have the most technical knowledge.

For traditional medical treatment as it is still carried iouthe villages, the Abelam
call upon a number of specialists who take part in the curing pracessding to
their roles within a kind of diagnostic-therapeutic hierarchy.

The Abelam can be summarized as a recently pacified waulhge that focuses on the
cultivation and exchange of yams to maintain peace within and betosemunities.
They place a premium on botanical information and gardening skillgjelisas the
ability to appease the ancestors and avoid antagonism within the grbape B
considerable out-migration, or at least there was until the vduthan, and at the same
time population growth has caused a hardening of what were oncedléill tenure
rules. Abelam men and women are considered as fundamentally djffergnnot
necessarily unequal, members of their community.

This is the milieu into which members of the Department of Ryimadustries
introduced the vanilla orchid as a cash crop in the early 1990’s, withmseking the
unprecedented success and disappointment this would bring. Certainly sotine of
behavior caused by the vanilla boom is more inherent to rapid economscig@eneral
(which are by nature disruptive), and some can be attributed to thefladevelopment
that preceded vanilla (such as the absence of banking and investment opesytiBut
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in order to understand the human reactions and the social behaviors aeltiog fiemily
and community, we must keep in mind these key cultural characeri$tiese are the
values and ideals of these communities, as they were expressezlthefcash economy,
and as they continue (to some extent) to be expressed today.

There are bright spots in this report, and the biggest one has lie b¢osera yam cult
ceremonies that our team was able to witness and describe. sTipioaf of the
persistence of culture in the face of what was certainly matra economic upheaval.
Although the Wosera people were the least involved in vanilla gromdgelling of all
our communities visited, the boom reverberated throughout Wosera and yet neve
diminished the importance of the yam cult. Elsewhere in the geasral there was
evidence that yam cult ceremonies and observances that had beengdttiuring the
height of the boom were being recovered and reanimated now thatditetied down
again. This suggests that cultural values can be ignored (and tbeyacé during periods
of rapid economic and/or social change) but they are never reajiyttiem (or, they are
not forgotten in short-term disruptions).

This is a critical point, because much has been written about th®M@ cultures can
undergo radical transformation—how communities appear to be missionizedgbve
and individuals can experience life-altering religious epiphanies fas to do with
indigenous ideas behind initiation, amongst other things. That is, Papu&bie®ans
are said to be pre-adapted to transformative experiences bebaysentlerstand the
process of being initiated as fundamentally and irrevocably transfiven—
psychologically and biologically. And because initiations are xalbtirapid events
(although not always, in some areas they can last severas ¢iictrigh twenty years),
the idea of being ‘re-made’ overnight into another character, anospasition, another
belief system or whatever, is not hard to imagine. Hence, crisnbedtome saints and
heroes become scoundrels and so forth. Enemies make peace, priest® becom
businessmen, and all past deeds or police blotters are forgotten.

The notion of transformation has to do, fundamentally, with the idea obé¢lfe and
personal will in PNG, which differs considerably from such concapthé Western
world. Western individualism posits a firm and unyielding inner cotbetelf, which is
said to develop over time until it becomes an individual’s directiamdl €hanges in the
self are possible in youth, some would say, but not really possibtuithaod. In PNG,
however, the self is really a composite of relationships andegedl continuously by
these relationships. No man is an island, nor is he or she a finistdacprThere are
variants of this in ideas about the soul, for example, in differei@ Bdtieties---some
would say the soul is there from the start, others that it isibuwhildhood, and so forth.
Thus some PNG cultures stress initiation and other transformexiperiences, and
others do not. But it is possible to say that initiation cultures utashelsadical character
shifts better, or tolerate them better, than other cultures. Tdysomwhy people felt they
could abandon traditional practices with the advent of the vanilla boom, knaWitinge
while how radically young men, for example, become adults in thatioiti process. But
the interesting twist to this story is how quickly the changasheaand are forgotten, too:
how rapidly a community returns to some cultural practices, and howlyjthe self-
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serving can become cooperative again. What we learn as childrednefi&ve internalize
and the values they reflect, are very persistent. Cultureoisggr than one cash crop and
one economic windfall, it can’t be blown away by a boom (although ibearoded by a
bust).

VIII. Maprik and Dreikikir

For the purposes of this report we have placed the Maprik and Dredatar in one
section and the Wosera data in another. The reason is that the/diSistricts felt the
impact of the vanilla boom more directly, so they are comparableTdisficts also
shared many of the same the commercial entities, buyers, espgagernment officers
and health and educational services during the boom, and are still letlieoby these
commonalities today. Here we will distinguish between the twasanden we represent
the villagers’ perspectives, but for much of the rest of the dataepresent the two
places as one whole.

There are four LLGs in th&laprik District , namely, Wapinda, Nibep, Alma and Bubita
Moyang.According to the PNG Rural Development Handbook (Hanson et al 2001: 205-
219) Maprik Districthad anestimated rural population in the year 2000 of 53 000.
Moderate incomes are derived from the sale of coRadustacoffee and fresh food.
Land shortages caused by high population densities around Maprik town nmey be
constraint to agricultural development in the future, although out-nagréiefore the
vanilla boom had helped offset the problem. Overall, people in Maprikidistre
slightly disadvantaged relative to people in other districts of PNG.

Ambunti-Dreikikir District is in the west of the province. The estimated rural
population in the year 2000 was 48 000. Most people in the district live aroerndkD
and southwest of Maprik where the population densities are lower thatapnik
District. There is no road connection between the district headaatt@mount and the
most populous parts of the district around Dreikikir. It is fasteresasier for people in
the foothills to reach the provincial capital at Wewak than to fkreopAmbunti. The
Sepik Highway runs through the north of the district from Maprik takikie and on to
Lumi, but it is poorly maintained and often impassable after extepdedds of wet
weather. Incomes are moderate in the foothills around Dreikikir @ame ¢rom the sale
of cocoa,Robustacoffee and fresh food. There are similar nutritional deficienfoes
children recorded in both Maprik and Dreikikir Districts. (Ibid)
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IX. Maprik vanilla on the record

The Maprik District's Rural Officer James Hosea conducted swoveys of vanilla
production for the District, one in 1999 and one in 2000. They are useful baseline
material, as they represent amongst the first records of prodwartid a snapshot of the
pre-boom growth. The statistics were gathered for each LLG brtd/@93 and 1998 as
part of the Division of Agriculture and Livestock’'s Minor Crop Divécsition
Programme. These LLGs were Bumbita/Muhiang, Albiges/Mamblep, ikf#fora and
Yamil/Tamawi. They are planting two types of vanilRlanifolia and Tahitensis The

green beans are harvested when ripe, cured, and then sold to buyers.

The 1999 report begins by explaining that vanilla has been in thecDistri30 years,

and just recently have started cultivating it for commercial pepoBhe report says this
process began in 1992, and that the period from 1992 to 1996 was a period of establishing
vanilla projects, training farmers, multiplying the planting materand so forth. Then

from 1997 to 2000 the district moved into the stage of production and markdtileg

still training farmers.

Two Maprik companies are involved in buying cured vanilla beans. They botaniby
the cured beans, and they do so for K.05 per gram and K50 per kilograms Ona |
Estate, from Wosera/Gawi District, which owns a spice exjehs$e to export cured
vanilla beans to the USA; their estate in Wosera has 12 heofa36000 vanilla plants,
and their offices are in Maprik, Wosera and Wewak. There is al&o No.77, a locally
owned company from Maprik, which acts as an agent for Agmark. Theycumeyg
vanilla beans and sell them to Agmark in Lae, who export them. Bheralso Bismark
Consultant in Wewak, Village Spice in Port Moresby and Agmark i@, tea whom
farmers can sell direct.

The 1999 report covered the statistic from 1993-1998, and then projected vanilla
production numbers for 1996 —2001. The 1999 report then assess the figuresyearthat
and offers statistics for green beans in each LLG, planting geengiteach LLG and the
area of land under vanilla cultivation for each LLG. It is the sestudly that reflects the
real expansion of time, energy and land on vanilla as the area coitgeft from a
cocoa-coffee-vanilla production region to an enclave of primarily apiibduction. In
summary, the report reveals that Maprik/Wora LLG has (at itln&) tthe highest vanilla
plant population in the District, followed by Albiges/Mamblep, Bumbitaifidng and
Yamil/Tamawi. Ward 7’s Nagipaem village is, in 1999, the leadingllgaproducer in
the District. The highest number of mature vanilla plants conoes Albiges/Mamblep
and the highest number of immature plants come from Maprick/Woragesithilamblep
also has the most vanilla farmers, followed by Bumbita/Muhiang, M@&@ara and
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Yamil/Tamawi. There are also more immature than mature agolgints in the District,
which is an indication of production yet to come.

Between 1993 and 1998 the production of vanilla exploded: it first more than ddyble
1994, and rose steadily by ten percent increments to 1998 in generdl L(tiigs vary
slightly in their growth). The amount of land dedicated to vanilla &lebled in that
period. Based on this initial growth, and the rate of vanilla beingquatte projections
for 1996 to 2001 were astonishing. The District in fact produced thres time amount
of vanilla in 1996, 1997 and 1999 than the Department had projected, and their total
production in 2000 was actually four times what the projected numbers éadrbthe
first report. Whereas the 1999 report anticipated a total numbeeen gpean kgs in the
District for 2000 to be 44,213 kg, the actually number was 631,448 kg by thef stear
2000, according to the second report. That is a nearly 15-fold increas@ducton
from what had been expected. The cured beans were expected to be 5&28 tke,
actual amount was 78,931. That's also a roughly 15-fold jump. But perhabgdglest
surprise comes in the kina scale: the District expected to miadiet K 82,920 from
vanilla in 2000, and the actually figure was more like K 3,946,306 for theefa, and
for the exporters it was K9,945,306. Vanilla was making growers K50/kbegporters
K126. That is more like a 120-fold increase in profit for the expofng a 46-fold
increase for growers). In most places, as the second reportteaysajority of growers
in 2000 are planting in a low density, at about 50 plants per hectareheamdst are
planting at slightly higher densities. In total, for Maprik Distin 2000, 66.7 hectares of
land was dedicated to vanilla farming.

The data for 2001 is even more impressive. The same rough figureant$ plad
suddenly become much more valuable, so that whereas in 2000 the cured &eans w
exporting for K126/kg, by 2001 they had shot up to K200/kg., and the K 9+ milliont profi
figure would then be (conservatively, if they did not produce a greateber of beans

the following year) nearly K 16 million (K15,786,200). The K 3,946,306 return to
growers would then be K7,103,790, because the growers were getting KOOWay. T
report in 2000 also estimates that there were 1907 growers in streetDwhich means
that they were making a mean income of K3, 725 on their crop by 2001.

These are important figures because we know the market wasdk#éting up in 2001,
and the mean income of K3,725 in 2001 was far from the pot of gold a feywdtmwers
could claim two years later.

Vanilla Statistics of Maprik District

Table 1.

Vanilla Plant Production Per Local Level Government: -1993- 1998

Local Level| Vanilla Plant Production In Numbers
Government Year

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

Maprik/Wora 1500 3200 3425 4500 4500 4750
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Yamil/Tamawi 300 582 600 1792 2806 3200
Albiges/Mamblep| 1600 1958 2500 2800 2850 3387
Bumbita/ Muhian| 600 1200 2000 2500 3000 325(
Table 2.

Vanilla Plant Production-Maprik District: 1993-1998

Year Plant Production Hectares

1993 4,000 1.6

1994 6,940 2.8

1995 8,525 3.4

1996 11,592 4.7

1997 13,156 5.3

1998 14,587 5.9

TOTAL 58,800 23.7

Table 3

Expected Vanilla Green Bean Production Per Local Level Government: 1996-2001

Local Level| Vanilla Green Bean Production (KG)
Government Years

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Maprik/Wora 1,500 3,200 8,1128 12,625 17,125 21,87
Yamil/Tamawi 300 582 1,482 3,274 6,080 9,280
Albiges/Mamblep| 1,600 1,958 6,058 8,858 11,708 15,095
Bumbita/Muhian | 600 1,200 3,800 6,300 9,300 12,55
Table 4.

Expected Vanilla Green Beans Production-Maprik District: 1996-2001

Year Production (KG)
1996 4,000
1997 6,940
1998 19,465
1999 31,057
2000 44,213
2001 90,950
Table 5.
Cured Vanilla Bean Production in KG Per Local Level Government: 1996-2001
Local Level| Production in Kilograms
Government Years

1996 1997 | 1998 | 1999 2000 2001
Maprik/Wora 188 400 1,016 1,578 2,141 2,735
Yamil/Tamawi 38 73 185 409 760 1,160
Albiges/Mamblep| 200 245 758 1,108 1,464 1,887
Bumbita/Muhian | 75 150 475 788 1,163 1,569
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Table 6.

Expected Cured Vanilla Bean Production-Maprik District: 1996-2001
Year Production (KG)
1996 501
1997 868
1998 2,434
1999 3,883
2000 5,528
2001 7,351
Table 7
Expected Cash Income For Sale of Cured Bean Per Local Leveb@rnment: 1996-
2001
Local Level| Income in Kina
Government Year
1996 1997 | 1998 | 1999 2000 2001
Maprik/Wora 2,820 6,000 15,240 23,670 32,115 41,025
Yamil/Tamawi 570 1,095 2,775 6,135 11,400 17,400
Albiges/Mamblep| 3,000 3,675 11,370 16,620 21,960 28,30%
Bumbita/Muhian | 1,125 2,250 7,125 11,820 17,44% 23,535
Table 8
Expected Cash Income for Sale of Cured Vanilla Bean-Maprik District: 1996-2001
Year Cash Income (Kina)
1996 K7,515.00
1997 K13,020.00
1998 K36,510.00
1999 K58,245.00
2000 K82,920.00
2001 K110,266.00

Philip Kura, DPI Manager in Maprik, reported to us that a studyechaut by one of his
officers in June of 2004 revealed that 23 export licenses had beenirsslizorik alone.
The count for total vanilla plants in Maprik District at thatdimwas 88, 460, but this
reflected only those farmers who had planted prior to 2003, and people hauaeeaubid
plant vanilla since then. “Today we do not know the nhumber because many paople
continue to plant and it may have reached some millions already.”

The export figures for 2000 to 2003 show a total of 36.8 tones of vanilla eddoom
Maprik District alone. The estimated value of this amount is K14, 700f@0@, price
range of between K400- K700 per kilograms. This figure was recordedigthnr
Quarantine, however, where all exports should have been recorded. Bute¢he@enty
of other illegal shipments sent to Indonesia which were never acdotortePeople
chartered planes to Vanimo and from there they hired boats acrdssrtiez. But now
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that the price has dropped, the export tonnage has also has dropped frondapisble
annually to 3.3 tones in 2003 and then 1.3 tones in 2004.

The first person to introduce vanilla in the East Sepik Provincaids(by everyone in
Dreikikir) to be Alfred Chambren from Yambes village in the Riler District. After
completing his course at Vudal Agricultural College Alfred cdraek to the village with
the vanilla cuttings he had received from Kerevat Researchutestiie planted them and
taught others the value of vanilla as a potential cash crop, and emetowke extent of
conducting workshops (with the cooperation of the DPI) for villagers onth@hant and
care for the new crop. Farmers paid a fee for these workshops aanhpgietion could
purchase cutting with 5 buds each for K20.

X. Maprik-Dreikikir-Wosera joint data

The National HIV/AIDS Support Program’s 2004 social mapping reporti®maprik
region (NHASP 2004) provides some social and health data that hasggbmathe social
impact of the vanilla boom. One of the lists they compiled is of palykcations where
high-risk behavior is likely to occur in the East Sepik Province. MaEnthese, if not
direct offspring off of vanilla boom, are at least sustained bynibeey vanilla has
brought in:

Jayapura (West Papua/indonesia). While East Sepik does not border West Papua i

must be included as a risk area because people who sell vanviéaftesgquently to
Jayapura for shopping and entertainment.

Wewak town and hotels where men who come to sell vanilla and other cash crops

might spend several days entertaining themselves with alcohol and women.

Disco areasmainly in urban areas, but also in some rural areas, where people

consume alcohol and drugs and look for sex partners
Video Showsalso attract lots of people, especially young people

Sports Arenasare also places where young people from different communities come

together. Alcohol and drugs are consumed in relation to games.

Gambling Places(in urban centres and villages), where women may sell sex to be

able to participate in the gambling.
Frieda Mining area (Ambunti Dreikikir)

Mandi Village (Wewak District) has a beer club visited by people from nearby

villages
Ambunti Station and Awatip village where several people have already died from
AIDS

Jama and Bengin(Wosera Gawi) have organized night discos attracting people from

many villages.
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HELP Resources also proroduced a report in 2005 on child sex abuse anded@amme
exploitation of children in PNG (HELP 2005) that raises the akawut the traffic in
women, children, guns, maraijuana, eaglewood and vanilla that heated up ttering
vanilla boom and still exists today. They spoke to people from Jay@Mast Papua) to
border villages in PNG, throughout Sundaun Province, including Vanimo, and into
Maprik, Drekikir and Wewak, to trace some of the routes taken by aagibbwers
traveling to sell their beans and returning home flush with new m@hel 30-40).
Prominent PNG men have long carved out this route from Port Moreslapayapura

for business and for sex with Javanese prostitutes. The Centrkl Geps Counseling
Centre in Maprik, Coordinated by Lucy Goro, continues to deal with falfroot some

of the child-bride transactions made during the height of the boom. Youngmwimom
border villages in Sundaun Province were purchased for K10-20,000 by Maprik and
Drekikir vanilla growers on their way back from Jayapura. Many Isinee been
abandoned after the bust, sometimes with babies in tow. Vanillals@s magnet for
fathers, mothers and brothers along the Sepik River wanting tdheglldaughters and
sisters to vanilla growers at the time. Some of these very yohitdyen are informal
servants as well as sex toys for their new owners. In Wewakattfie is more organized

and entrenched.:.

In Wewak both male ‘big shots’ and the newly rich (from gold or varsdlles) look

for women in Werwak’s hotels and bars. Most victims of CSEC irgems$ in
Wewak mentioned senior government workers and some political perssalid
vanilla farmers as perpetrators. The recent vanilla cash crop hwomded
thousands of male Sepik farmers with large amounts of disposahleAsakas been
documented elsewhere in PNG, the men clained the money to be tbeims tor
travel, alcohol and sex, if they wished. This has aggravated tfai@it of CSEC in
ESP. With new-found wealth and no experience or guidance as to how toitspend
many men have squandered their unprecedented cash incomes on child blages, vil
drinking orgies and pleaure and entertainment in Wewak’s hotels. (Ibid:37)

Youth groups, according to the District Plans, are mainly engagammmunity services
and spiritual activities. According to the District Plan theurfeg for Wosera Gawi is
eleven, but elsewhere in the NHASP report there are 106 youth grotips Wosera
Gawi LLG (NHASP2004). (A remarkable number!) Young people also repaotehe
NHASP social mapping team that sports were valued in the comegjratthough “High
School students in Burui in Wosera Gawi (maybe to show off) mentiona#indy
alcohol, night discos and making friends with members of the opposite sex.” (Ibid)

Alcohol and marijuana were the most serious cause of problems reported in Wosera
Gawi and Maprik Districts. Young, old, male and female were makiomge brew,
smoking marijuana and most of all drinking beer during the vanilla boors. |&dito
domestic violence, wife beatings, thefts of green bean, rape, aiights. Drinking and
smoking marijuana was also fueled by gambling, card playing, and diszios/ent on
regularly during the boom.
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Married and unmarried women sold sex for money and for vanilla beaspofents in
Yangoru Saussia said women would often sell sex while they vaenblopg with cards
when they ran out of money. Respondents in Wosera Gawi said that whemimigey

like to celebrate with alcohol and buying sex, while women who gaarielose then
sell sex just to continue gambling. Respondents in Numbuhu Villaggeape spent
more time gambling than working in their gardens. In Wosera Gavgl@dalked about
men ‘bribing’ women with money for sex, “or — as some preferrexpoess it — ‘people
sharing their emotional desire.”

One Dreikikir community visited by the NHASP, Paupe, was too refoot®arijuana or
alcohol to have reached them. On the other hand, in Apos Village (gisectiheast of
Dreikikir) the Councilor reported that there was a club in the conmtgnsalling alcohol
illegally to youth. Married men join the youth in drinking and in looking i@man—
“causing adultery and fornication,” as the NHASP was told. Marja, locally grown
in what respondents referred to as the ‘garden of marijuana’andspfesumably still is)
a big problem. In Apos there have been marijuana smokers involved in aagesur
boys in the community “are said to have become ‘mental cases.™

NHASP found virtually all the Maprik communities they visited espesl concerns with
alcohol, and roughly 50% also had problems with marijuana. 16 out of 17
Yangoru/Saussia and Wosera Gawi communities visited had problemsaleghol,
including home brew, and 11 of these also had problems with marijuana.tide other
districts alcohol was said to lead to fights (in Sinsa, Yangous&ta, fights had led to
deaths), men buying sex from women and women selling sex to men. Regpande
Numbohu village (Yangoru/Saussia) reported that boys and girls fromgthef fifteen
drank beer and smoked locally-grown marijuana.

Most communities in Ambunti/Dreikikir said (to NHASP) there wevemen in the
community or nearby who sold sex for money or vanilla. Respondents in Apgbthe
women in the district sell sex for the price (at the timehef mapping) of one kilo of
vanilla. On the other hand, (and remarkably), Maprik village communvees not aware
of women selling sex, unless they did it secretly. In llaita, gebat heard rumors about
women going out to sell sex for money or vanilla, while people in Baind Waikakum
villages did say there were women in the community selling sex, but very few of them

In several communities people reported (to NHASP) rape and forgeslitbeinebriated
men. Women were also involved in drinking and smoking marijuana, whichrolayei
them to risky behavior. Students in Apos (Amount/ Dreikikir) said adwtas common
where married men get involved with young girls and married wom#nywung boys.
As a result young girls fall pregnant without having a partneatteef the child. A sister
at Dreikikir Health Centre confirmed that adultery is a big moblin the district
(Ambunti/Dreikikir) resulting in violence and even killings.

Many communities in Ambunti, Yangoru/Saussia, Maprik and Wosera Galdi t

NHASP that young people remained in their villagesause o¥anilla and its spin-off
opportunities. The vanilla boom had also led to increased mobility amongpeoplal
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areas. Men especially traveled to towns to sell vanilla and speedin hotels and
guesthouses, where they could find women and girls selling sex.

However, some communities like llaita in Maprik, and Wukutakua in WHSavd,
reported that young people did not leave the village for entertainmeatvn, even if
they were not involved in economic projects at home. It's hard tosasdssthis is so:
Closer to Maprik the lure of town would be greater, although perhapsresisiible for
villagers who has not benefitted from vanilla harvests. In Woseia, dlear that the
riches people experienced in Drekikir were virtually absent, andesméans simply did
not exist for young people to leave their place. But also, as wk sd®lthe Wosera
people have always been renowned for their yam growing and this pesm®imay
have something to do with young people staying home.

Leadership thoughout the region has not been able to cope with these demglopme
however. According to respondents in llaita (Maprik), leaders did noingetved in
community problems during the boom, and even Councilors and Magistrates wer
accepting bribes from peopfe.

In 2003 CUSO interviewed five leaders from different villageshiwitMaprik and
Dreikikir Districts, who reported that villagers in general no Emglepended on
traditional gardening for their meals and were now buying rice,difisR/meat and flour
instead. Their major cash crops had been coffee and cocoa but thesdeeave
abandoned by many for vanilla now. Children also had access to moneyafople, a
child of about ten years of age was observed selling vanilla bean&76 in Maprik
town. Young people, they said, had begun listening to modern music and mgrgetti
traditional ceremonies. People had lost respect for their vidlprs. When leaders beat
the garamutfor a village gathering or communal work people rarely showed up, clgoosi
to spend their time in their vanilla gardens instead.

The number of new people standing for LLG or National elections nosediréct

proportion to the incomes generated by vanilla. Traditional villagdaor leaders were
orators, they were hard working, brave fighters and sometimeshyw&ath gardens and
pigs. Even in the post-colonial period, some of the same qualitiesnpdrta village

level leaders, but with the introduction of vanilla people lost redpectesk workers—
people in public employ or the formal sector, the educated new eldeewthrew a
spanner into all that, and selling vanilla became the only criferiehaving power.
Leaders reported, “It is now difficult to identify who are leadetthin the villages
because everyone has money.” (CUSO 2003).

® The NHASP report goes on to say, “Tawai (Angorafsp reported there is no support from the leaders
who are ‘too slack’, and people try their best tdve problems through custom. People in Samban
(Angoram) have formed a group called Samban Grase Rimed at self-help and carrying out awareness
raising activities on alcohol and marijuana. Howevke group lack support and at the moment theze a
no activities and the members have requested aissésfrom the government.” (Ibid)
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Women also gained this new power with new wealth. As noted edhrerAbelam
woman was never a public equal to her husband, but she did have amicdiges&lith
him and enjoyed her own spheres of influence. Even in the post-colonizeerhave
been the ones to make family decisions. With vanilla, women who garaeniead
access to vanilla money were suddenly of equal importance in theeakw of capitalist
values, and so they acquired some of the same mobility and controheireaffairs as
did men. Regina Numba, for example, a Community Health Worker’s toiig CUSO
“Previously | used to wait for my husband’s fortnigpay) to do marketing or shopping
but today | have my own vanilla beans to sell and earn money, so Irgetimg anytime

| want.”

This kind of freedom is unrelated to the great rise in domestfe sind violence also
occurring during the boom. Men paid for new wives and girlfriends, and samen
were able to do the same with young men. But whereas there wascealgmt for this
kind of female behavior, the precedent for men has always been to iraterfber second
woman into the family. So men took second and third wives, and theiwfires were
either ignored, burdened with the care, or young girls or forced to faghtheir
autonomy. Sexual violence was widespread, by all acounts. Those yownglgirlhad
been purchased with vanilla money when growers went to buy in Jayapural f
themselves helpless and destitute when the bust came around. In shetighhef
women varied.

The following are sample interviews from all the data coltkcte present them here in
excerpts, to give a flavour of what each place or category oémp&perienced. Some
refer exclusively to their perspective, others talk more widbbut the vanilla boom and
its consequences. Wherever possible, we have also including data fiemseadies to
create more longitudinal depth.

X1. Interviews with public figures
a. Bank workers

Stanert Wai, BSP-Branch Coordinator, Wewak, was only been transferred from
Madang to Wewak at the beginning of 2005. However he is able to shaeec$dhe
common banking information about the vanilla boom. He said that during théavanil
boom in 2001-2003, there wasn’t any significant money coming into the bank. Many
vanilla growers did not want to open accounts to save their money batitke Most of

the growers had the perception that the bank was going to steahthrey. At the peak
vanilla sold for as much as K800 per kilogram. Although there was morey in
general coming into the bank, little or none was from the growers themselves.
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The other reason he said the vanilla growers did not want to open aceasrttsat most
of them were living in remote districts like Dreikikir. Durinpet boom, the road
conditions to those remote villages were bad and people had to watktmmideme to a
main road and jump on a PMV to Wewak. So it was hard to travel wea/banks, and
also dangerous because of hold-ups on the road. Most of the vanilla gaogvasisple
village men without formal education. It was hard for them to readvaite enough to
open an account.

In response to the bank policy question, he said that for BSP Bank thefpolapening
accounts is very relaxed and any ordinary person could come and opexctioeint as
long as he or she had the money. This was made possible aftezva fewis years ago.
He explained the procedures as follows: to open and account the Banki¢B&#3 a
Standard Bank Form known as Referee Declaration Form. On that Reroustomers
writes down his personal details and signature then there’s blardesdpahis referee to
sign. This Referee may be a well-recognized person; he/shéerayawyer, a doctor, a
Member (Ward Councilor) or member of another government or statutory Hedsaid
in banking the customer is known as the person from Category A andréfieses are
from Category B. So to open an account a person who in Category Aanpedson from
Category B to be is referee to open an account.

During the vanilla boom, he said, there was a meeting held in Podsklowhere all
Branch Managers came to give reports. He was there and heavtiethak Branch
Manager reporting that the people, especially the vanilla grawdtast Sepik, were not
banking their money and the circulation of money was actually very Tow Manager
reported that they had had to go out to villages on a marketing drivejiteo people to
come and open accounts in BSP and save their money. The Maprik brancleiVasag
went out on a marketing drive for people to come open an account in M&giPik The
two branches at that time actually needed money to run the bank. HpothevEvewak
branch was able to get money through the business community, whichviam) tht the
time.

He explained that the banks need money to run and they get this when people, businesses
and institutions open accounts. But because people were scared to bank their money at
that time, the circulation of cash was low. Many vanilla growers were keeping thei

money, hiding it in their house or burying it. Banks also have branch limits. This is the
amount of money required for each province. These are flexible each year, depending on
the cash circulation of the province. When cash circulation rises, so does the branch limit
So the vanilla boom did raise the branch limit slightly.

Edward Woisub (originally from West Coast of Wewak—Oginara village) idiector

of the Sepik Savings and Loan Society which opened in 2000 and therefore
experienced the rise and fall of vanilla in the province. Peopleedtaarvesting their
vanilla, he says in 2000 or just before. They didn’t know how to deal withrtizney,
and they saw purchases of K50,000 for cars (mostly vehicles) aihteeThere were all
kinds of subsistence farmers with cash crops and no financial semid®ewak. The
movement started in 1977 but closed due to improper management; it re@uerizd
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2000. They would go to the rural villages in Maprik and conduct public avssémehe
markets, warning people against the misuse of money. At the ttait, members
increased daily, to 1000, then 2000 and now they have 12,000. They are regulagd by t
Savings and Loans Society Act of 1995, which is different from comahdvanks.
Villagers need only fill out a form and don’'t need a photo ID, they mwis¢ or put a
mark or a secret name, a hide name, to be identified. There a&edenirol measures for

the savings and loan societies, but the policies are generabaitie as for commercial
banks. It is faster, more reliable, and gives loans out in hard chash.pyments days

are Wednesday and Friday. They are also now in Maprik (where thegdpe late
2003), Angoram, and Madang, and hope to open more branches—Ambunti, Lumi,
Aitape, Vanimo and even Bogia are planned. The savings mentalityyd)assaot there

in the villages. In the boom, they had more payments in than loans outyertdadly
many people withdrew all their money and closed their accounts ibutte Now they
have 6000 members in Maprik still. People are returning to coffee. Mampot pay their
loans off now. Their guarantee is one-to-one, so if you borrow 50 you must havéhgo i
bank as security. Thus, the bank cannot lose money on defaulted loans.tfbisasme

for commercial banks, but in the SS&LS they do not take other matasacollateral,

like trees, houses, land, etc. It is a member owned and controlledysdcie some
people have grievances against the society for their balancesféleaf®lk and do not use
them deliberately. But they have an AGM in March each year &atl difectors from the
members. There were plenty of loans for over 100,000 during the boom, or 50,000 loans
for cars. The loans committee has discretion over granting loangdeet, some have
defaulted. The future may be spice in the ESP. They wish to keepvimgprtheir
services and products to be more reliable and efficient, and to hook larathes by
computers.

b. Religious leaders

CUSO also found that church leaders were worried their parishiseeesbecoming less
committed to their Christian duties, such as attending church, dpetiang the
pollination and harvest season. The Maprik Catholic Church, for exampldlystaes
its Sunday mass at 8:00 a.m. but during this period it would startdre®@0 a.m. and
10:00 a.m. Some of the churches laymen and even pastors who had vanillaepéots
also slack in their duties to the church; some were even involvedaticesaconsidered
unacceptable to the church, such as drinking alcohol and taking second wives.

Churches were also making money. Offering rose from a regutaurarof roughly K20-

70 to K300-500 for each service, and this enabled some churches to affechew
projects. In 2003, for examples, the St. Theresa Parish had demolisinerldlaurch
building and were now replacing it, and the A.O.G. church had alreadyabuiéw
building and was opening a school for Elementary to Grade 12. The Cd®nielst of
Maprik town (Fr Bernard Burite) introduced a new programme calléahaily to family
evangelization program”. The Catholic youths in Maprik bought a newfsaectrical
musical instruments in 2003, and the A.O.G youths in Maprik sent more than 2000
youths by ship from Wewak to Vanimo to attend their regional youth nder
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Christmas 2003. The Catholic Youths in Dreikikir hosted a combined youyhwrigh
other denominations in Dreikikir.

Church group leaders told CUSO in 2003:

The commitment of the members in each social group to achieveaihwsr and
objectives is improving. The youths have cooperated with each other, angaaiz
interdenominational youth rally in Maprik from October 1st — 9th (2003) anthar

in mid December (2003) in Dreikikir. The women’s cooperation and commitme
was good in the beginning of the year, however the attendance hasedéapd the
members have become less cooperative... Pastors are preparing sapoanisow
to use money in a godly way, to ensure that it is not spent on alcobstifytron and
other activities, which go against the doctrine of the church.(lbid)

Lucy Munda, and Delcia Yale (Pastor for the Seket Nazarene Cinch), in Solom
Village. Both women saw that the vanilla money helped them greatly in @rmsney.
The vanilla money made it possible for the women to buy things sugbthss, utensils,
buckets and so on. Lucy and Delcia said that during that boom, many wametoWwn
used to come and exchange things with them for vanilla. As two waeaderk in the
Nazarene Church they saw that during that time many followensadidttend church, as
they were busy tending their garden fields. Even some pastothde@hurch say that
‘they have seen the works of God.” And yet the church offerings were as high as K50.

Domestic violence and family break ups were the biggest problenma®y of the
women leaders tried to establish church programs su&amsp Gutpela Meriwhich

targeted young girls and mothers. Lucy and Delcia, among others, wawdd around
visiting other women and encouraging them through this program. Theyptase

lessons through charts and the topics were based, for example, cageaon how to
look after the family and maintain good relationships.

During the coffee period they did not get as much money as they gog dioe vanilla
boom. From Lucy’s and Delcia’s point of view coffee is harder work tremnilla. The
women also said that many buyers who use to come into the villdgsy teanillas were
cheating them. Now that the price has gone down it stands at spig-B&/ kilograms
and Good Quality Beans- K10/ kilograms. Because of this low pricey manilla
growers not longer have a choice of where to sell their beans.

During the vanilla boom like many other communities in Dreikikir angikaDistricts
suffered social problems. Many of the men bribed women and took thenrryp iftze
problem of alcohol was common; young boys, men, even young women and married
women were drinking day and night.

Many children did not go to school, especially young boys who left to writleir
vanilla gardens. They would go and sell the beans instead. Today whpricthdas
dropped those children that have left school are going back and repéaimgrades
even when some of them may be 17 to 18 years of age now.
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In the past when there was no vanilla people were making gardenstargl garden
food. When the prices of vanilla went up people forgot about making gardenbey

live on money by eating store food such as rice, tin fish and so onressilh when the
price dropped there was shortage of food because people did not have dgardens
supplement them with food. So now they are turning back to gardening.

During that time also village leaders such as the magisaratethe councilors they did
not have the power to control the people. People were doing all soniagd twhenever
they like. There was nobody that would listen to the leaders asedsripad money and
power. The leaders themselves took part in some bad activities.l|Qpewple were

spending their money unwisely on women, beer, and so on.

In truth, the predicament faced by churches was emblematic of l[drenth faced by
everyone. Money brought freedom and the ability to effect positive chamgaany

levels. But it also brought a magnetic force able to pull all gthepccupations into the
service of this one industry, rather than vice versa. The specuilatiee of the crop, its
rapid climb in value, deluded some into believing they had time to sasead wisely

later on, that they could indulge themselves at first and get badalk values later on.
This acted as a smokescreen to some who simply had no stronger \Billleshen the

prices fell and the bust rolled in, many once-flush farmers andresglected community
members had wasted not just their money but also their public respect.

Villages were also competing to buy vehicles in 2003. Some villzagsnore than three
vehicles. Taihunge villagers in Dreikikir had made payments foritaubishi Canter,
which they had not yet received, as demand for vehicles was so high.

c. Civil servants

Bob Wali is Station Police Commander in Maprik town. He is originally from
Wosera. The years of 2002 and 2003, he says, were the two peak yearslfarwhen
prices were between K600-K800 per kilogram. This affected the b¥eal people.
Every body had money, from children, to parents, to old people. ChildrecHefblsand
young boys from 10-14 would buy smoke and drink beer. Many public servant®i&ft w
to work in their vanilla gardens. Many police men, especaslyiespolicemen, did not
show up for work and would spend their days in their vanilla gardens. Atitha
services were terrible because public servants just didn’t show up in their office.

Most farmers were shocked to receive such money and they did not knowanmers
did not know how to use their new wealth; many of them were unable tob@wdn
accounts because the bank policies, especially BSP, were very rggarding
identification.
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Men for sex bribed High School girls. There were many casekildf abuse. Highlands
women came down to marry men here. Young women got married to old mestinsesn
teenage girls marrying 50-year-old men.

Robbery along the Maprik High way was a big problem for peoplengdhieir beans in
Wewak. They would not only steal money but the bags of vanilla beansrdiug to

Bob, the police shot 3 people dead in robberies. At that time the condition oatheas

bad and it was easy for the people to hold up vehicles. Stealing lyggaa was a big
problem, too; people stole from each other’s gardens, especially those who planted late.

Apart from that, land disputes were big problems among clans anddiatséamilies:
brothers arguing against each other over who is the owner of the land.

Vanilla buyers were coming in with a lot of money, most of themna\and Australian.
There were also local buyers like Papindo, Garamut and Spice Tecmd3t buyers
came from Jayapura. Many of these cheated the local farmegestting their beans and

not paying for them. Often the cheating would occur when the third partyddleman
came in. For instance, vanilla that was worth K3000 would be bought at K1080 by
middleman, who would then take K1000 for himself and give the buyer K2000 There
were many educated people tricking the local farmers for their vanilla.

Lucy Goro is a Welfare Officer in Maprik and the National Women’s Council
President. She is originally from Nilikum (Maprik District). During the mila boom in
2002 and 2003 she had many clients coming to her office, often 15 to 20 alidays
The main reason was polygamy. Last year in 2004 they had 370 clsast wéhin 10
months. This year, 2005, the number has increased further to 287 caseithjusthe
months of April, May and June. She used to work Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wesdnesday
and Thursday and Friday it was strictly administrative dutieshdrboom clients came to
her seven days a week and even Saturday and Sunday. Those who lived readsds
to tell them to stay over night so she could help them with theit papers, and in the
morning they could go. She used to sit up till 2 am or 3 am to fthemr court papers
when they'd told her their stories. The papers would be taken to éspieative District
authorities to sign in an affidavit.

Most people that came then (and still come now) are married waittechildren whom
their husbands have left to marry new women. Some of these new youss) cgime
from West Sepik and Jayapura and met their husbands when they welit\angla
there. Many of these women have since gone back to their homes. @thstsanded in
Maprik, as they have no money to go back. Sometimes she helps these witmi€l or
K2 to buy betelnut for them to sell and make their way back home.tBlogé &/omen’s
Council they do not have the money to help all of them. There weredi@owomen in
Wosera, two Milne Bay women, one Markham, one Highlands and one fromPafasa.
The one from West Papua was a very young girl and she was amegphant when by
the time they sent her back. Lucy was so angry with the man whghirher to Maprik
that she wrote a letter to him telling him to raise thésgidre and bring her back to her
parents.
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There was one case of a man who kidnapped a woman from West Neau Br
Province, got her on the ship and took her to Maprik. The woman had a chila; a ba
girl who was four months old. When they arrived here at Maprik thevnaated to

kill the baby. What he did was he locked the baby in the house and took the afother
the baby with him to the garden. Sometimes they would leave the bdieydsif and
they would sleep in the garden house. The baby girl would be locked up and she
would cry and cry until she would be hungry exhausted and too weak toyonpee.

It went on like this for sometimes and at one time the mothapedcwith her baby
and came to me. She told me that the man kidnapped her with her babg.tikte

she and her baby were just walking around near the wharf at Kimbwe hvehiorced
and pulled on to the ship to come with him to Wewak. She and the baby didsaot ha
any clothes or anything with them.”

She told Lucy that when they arrived she saw that the man did nottheabtaby and
wanted to kill her. So what Lucy did was write a letter to tla rand told him to send
the woman and her child back to West New Britain. When the polise@mt his place
to take him, he said he was sorry and would send the mother and the child back.

Another recent case involved an old man from Ningalimbi village ifbtinder of Maprik
and Wosera who got a young lady from Bogia in Madang and wanted tbegite his
brothers. The woman did not want to be given to the brothers of the old man.

So | send a radio sketch to old man’s family and told them that they shoutdosem

to the welfare office and straighten this problem out. When theg tlaene was a big
argument and fight. The woman got up and told those brothers. “Husat takim y
olsem bai yu kisim mi kam na givim mi long ol brata blong yu?”

The women who face these domestic problems do not only come from NIagitict.
Often they are from Dreikikir, Wosera Gawi, Ambunti, and East arest\Wangoru
Districts. Some even come from as far as Kubalia. Many of threem from the West
Coast did not care if a man was very old, they'd follow him up to Mdpoking for
money. When the price dropped they returned to the West Coast. Theralseewomen
from Turubu, the Sepik River and other parts of the Province.

Lucy says that she has seen with her own eyes how some menviaadidfor women.

She said she saw one dark glass car with women inside come anteatophere she
was standing at the Sea view Hotel in Wewak. Then another lear viiith vanilla bags
came and pulled up near that dark glass car. The women from thelatsicar jumped
out and went in to the other car with the vanilla bags and the mentthesferred the
vanilla to the dark glass car and went off. Those women were botlediand single .It
seems that women were following the men for their money, so

we should not blame the men for causing all the sex trade busingas.the women

who want the money so they went and sold themselves to get moneyrdntes.
They do not have any fear at all. Even in the middle of the nightvtbaid jump in
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the cars and go and look for vanilla in the villages and they waneliay on their
toes.

When beans here were K750 per kilo, in Jayapura they were K1,500 perokitegrs
were traveling to the border to sell. When they came back witimtmey they would
sometimes buy women from Lido village near the border, paying thatpasé young
girls to bring them over to Maprik.

Lucy said that during the boom there were fewer cases thartreftboom. For instance

she said for this year (2005) there were more clients than diengoom period. Some
of them are men whose wives have left them with the children. Otteo200+ cases
there are around 30-40 cases of men whose wives have left them.aféése women
who came from elsewhere to marry them in the boom, and have now returned.

During that time that time both men and women were drinking like nobdadgmess.
They gave up steam for white can. That time beer and marijuasiawvedable in the
streets, the boys used to sell it out in the open. Today many of thes yaret still going
around selling bags or marijuana to get money because they cut dowooffexe and
cocoa trees to plant vanilla. Community police are now collectloga marijuana bags,
which is the biggest problem today in Maprik area. They no longer géaiden food and
so they go hungry.

The public servants who used to work in government offices never statfegin offices
any longer. Most of them were involved in buying and selling vanilla. Soree they
used to exchange chicken with vanilla. She said in Maprik during the boathaf the
police residential areas that time you would their familiegngripeans in the sun. Today
you can see none of this vanilla. Now they stock them in the house aritigakever to
Papindo at Maprik. Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday is the tradingndyhe
price has gone down and so people are cuing in lines and fighting esethtbh®ir beans,
for K10-K20 per kilograms. This went on until just recently Papindo tritas stopped
buying vanilla.

And the other thing was that, here at Maprik Health Center, maith earkers used to
get the medicines (tablets) from the dispensary and sell thgmedple on the streets.
Often they exchanged them for vanilla during the boom period. Today tillege#
medicine to the people and they don’t give free medicine anymorau lne sick and go
to the Health Centre they will write on the Health book your pigsan and send you
out to buy medicine. All those medicines that are prescribed adeirsdhe market
outside in Maprik town. Besides they won't write proper prescription on mueh
medicine you going to take or how many times you have to takesithree days or four
days. The selling price for tablets at the market stands as KA 5@ for one tablet. This
maybe amoxicillin, panadol, and so on. Most often people would buy three tialiteis
and that's it for treating the disease or the sickness. Duringvdhdla boom the
medicines that were sold at the market were very expensive buthabwhe price has
dropped it is sold at K1.00 and 50t.
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Apart from medicines in the Health Center, the goods from the wemealso sold at the
market and streets. Many storeowners took their things out into the ropset.
Sometimes they took their goods out and exchanged them for vanilla. Goddss
cassettes, batteries, stationary, clothes, tin meat, rice, kamifie, axe, spade and fork.
There were salesmen from Ela Motors in Wewak who came to Mapd exchanged
new cars for bags of vanilla. It was 200 to 300 kilos of bag vanillas for a car.

Some of the growers are facing problems now that the price has drdppeng the
boom they paid off half the price of their trucks and cars. Now Hieaptice has dropped
the people at the Ela Motors are still waiting for the othef dlathe money. So the
owners of the cars don’t know what to do. Either they'll give back éinexcgive some
more vanilla bags to pay up the total cost. Lucy knows about three pdaplare in this
situation. In another case the owner took the car from one of the Hiiginkawho came
here to exchange his car for vanilla. So the Highlander gave hatalbgnd Cruiser to
the Maprik person for some kilograms of vanilla bags, and the Highlands man left.

Today if you go into Papindo and other stores that sell frozen meatyiy@ee that no
one is buying it. The freezers are all filled up. During the boonwauldn’t see any of
it. All the freezers were empty. Normally people would buy cartafriamb chops and
chicken. The store assistants used to put new stock every night foexhelay. The
containers for the goods used to come every week.

When car dealers such as Ela Motors or PNG Motors would bring incaesthey
normally know how many they will sell, and they can tell petrdic@ta how much more
they need to stock. But during the boom the people just bought cars likerdht&/rice

and tin fish in the trade store. Often you would hear people complatml‘Pmis, diesel

pinis.’

Jondua Moses, Technical Officer-Commerce and Industry, Maprikjs from Nungori
Village. Before the vanilla boom most of his clients were from Dreikikir, V@mslaprik
Districts. These clients came mostly to them for BusineggsRation, Business Advise,
Cash Flow and Project Documentation. During the boom in 2002-2003, 2 -3 people
would come in from one village to register 2-3 clubs, and get trame and PMV
licenses. There were no cocoa fementeries registered. The antaaffee growers did

not put their effort in their fementary. But when the price droppedribwers came back

to renew their old registration for fementary projects.

But during the time of the boom there were some problems with ggdadowing the
correct procedures to register their business. Many of these déixpoges-- almost 150
licenses-- are now invalid because the growers who got them disliwmt the right
procedures. There were two out or three export licenses in eaafpeviMost of those
growers who got licensees went to Moses at Commerce and Industrip the D.P.I
officers to obtain their licenses. Most of them went through thek‘daor.” They would
go to the Spice Board for a license first, and when they had prokieryid come back
to Commerce and Industry to register. These growers did not have a proper MOU.
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At that time the cash circulation was so high and it wasahe villages; there was no
money in the bank. The BSP bank authorities in Wewak had to get casth&dfaagen
BSP because the Maprik branch had no transactions of its own. Mosesarsadey
during the time of the boom and surmised that there was 4.5 millionrkgash floating
in the villages, which was never invested or banked.

The following are the registered businesses before, during andrefteanilla boom in
Maprik District, as reported by Moses Janduao, Technical Officer, Trade and Industry

Year Number of Businesses Reqistered
1999-2001 Business Registration
2002-2003 174 Business Registration
2004-2005 39 business registration

In Maprik District the LLG that was leading in terms of vamjilhnd was the first to plant
vanilla, was Albiges. They live in the mountains. The second was Bumbita LLG.

Philip Kura is the DPI Manager, Maprik. He is originally from Waura. In this vanilla
boom, he said, people saw money they had never been able to see betorgovZas
were daunting, especially when 1 Kilogram of vanilla went for 6-700. kindarmer
could make K 5-6000 in one week. Many farmers didn’t know how to use the money.
First they spent it on beer, then on women. Before the vanilla boomwhasraot much
noise in Maprik town, but during the boom drinking and noise was common. There we
drunkards everywhere.

Half of Maprik District experienced this new cash flow, wherthas other half, from
Yami Tomolumi and Maprik Waura, planted vanilla late and did not maké mamey.
It's now still only the first to third harvest for them. The ffipeople to plant to vanilla
were the people from Dreikikir and all the way to Albiges and BlafhLLGs in Maprik
District, especially the mountain villages. On the flat landh&Sepik plains they planted
later so they did not really experience the cash flows of thdlasémaom. However, they
did benefit by buying wet beans from the lucky growers and drying and selling them.

During the vanilla boom, we had a lot of complaints over youths stetdimgers’
vanilla. Too many of them were stealing green beans. Often theyfreen other villages
that did not plant and would come and steal from growers.

People bought many trucks, especially Land Cruisers, and started ogetgrtrade
stores, beer shops, clubs. But now that the price has dropped all thesard stores are
closed because people didn’'t know how to run businesses. Only the few whgethana
their businesses wisely have been able to survive.

There were also many farmers who came to the DPI for experntskes. Exporters were
cheating the growers. Most of the growers were village people was very easy to
cheat them. Most of the time the growers used to put their véogéther and give it to
the local person with an export license, but these exporters ngMamexl to growers
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how much they would get for a tone. They would get a lump sum and gifarthers
very little, because they just wanted to make money.

The DPI introduced vanilla under its Smart Program, which is a FopplysProject that
was launched in 1997 and ran to 2000. In 1999 they brought vanilla into the Wosera sub
districts, as it had already been introduced to Dreikikir. Afteriritroduction the DPI
helped supervise their management and conducted farmer trainingt Attbdarmers
only had information on planting. Will Akus from the Kerevat Reseanstitlte helped
them with information on how to train the farmers. They gave vaaitangs to only a
few model farmers. But because vanilla was already gettiggod price, the model
farmers cut up the cuttings and sold them to others. That was around B@@e.\why
Wosera lagged behind in vanilla production and missed the boom. Under trenptbgr
DPI was only there to supervise on planting and management of vaihiég.did not
have any information about how to process that time; there was no atinnon it in
PNG then. There was no research yet on vanilla curing.

So in 2000, when Wosera sub district broke away to be on its own, Philipnasréhe
OIC for the Smart Project in Wosera, but he moved to Maprik. “By theok the office
as a DRDO-District Rural Development Officer,” he told us.

We found our market in St. Francisco, and Los Vegas, in 1996, in orderket e
vanilla that the people were planting. The Company’s hame was & &uiffron Info
Surfing (unclear). The managing Director of this Company is John Bdne told

him that we do not have any information about curing and we do not know about
curing. And so he sent information regarding the process of curing xWhéetethat
information and took what is applicable and we wrote it up. We alsowdat is
applicable at the farm level we wrote it up and incorporatedtiit what information

we have here to train farmers or growers. And then we went out aangl aut
trainings for the local farmers here at Maprik and Wosera.

Alfred Chambram (Jamran?) from Yambes also came to thewsesfénd Philip checked
through his training materials, and they looked okay, so he went aheathtpeople in
his area in Dreikikir District. Because there was no markkeyThad to contact the
company in USA for them. So in January to October they conductedamnialgring and
sent sample to the US to test, to see whether they had produced quality beans.

It went on like this for many months, because every time we serghmple he will
say, ‘It's too dry,” or needs to be cured longer and so on. This was inat@dall

those months from January to October we were sending samples ircosgeure a
market for the vanilla. So by October we were already fed up ancdaillesl John
Momis and told him that we’ve wasted a lot of money in sending thelsa and he
should come out and tell them which company in Tonga is buying vanilleasavé

could go over and see how they are processing the vanilla over therevefasked
him to give the name of the Company that was selling vanilla tdfrieirmn Tonga. So
he told me not to go over to Tonga and he went on to say the vanillaesdvaipive

have sent over recently was the best quality of beans. Then he toddwents 200
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tones of vanilla beans and we told him we do not have 200 tones. He aské@ for
tones and we told him we do not have 100 tones.

The first export we made was under Duo Estate Company from tagevibf Patiko in
Wosera Gawi . That time we bought some beans for K20 per kilogrates wi sold the
first export we got the money and bought more vanilla again and thestanted to
increase vanilla price from K20 per kilo to K50 per kilo. By the tithe rate reached
K50 per kilo people were coming in to sell their beans as theytlsawthe price was
good. The people were seeing that the price was changing within mamdhsvas
increasing every month.

Wosera people never expected the price would go up like it did. Todayegoth@se
people in Wosera have picked up in their production but they were ®tillllae Maprik
people they picked up quickly because they bought vanilla cuttings fronulRaizhLae.
They gave us money to buy cuttings for them over in Rabaul and in hag.uBed to
give about K4000 to K5000 every order. Many of them concentratéfabitensis or

mambu lip(small leaf). Alfred Chambram (Jamram?) told them thhitensishas good
market maybe because of the market that time. The Wosera peaqtiedpéarly but did
not believe that it would bring in that much money, whereas Maprik agi#fiKir people

started out late but were working very hard, and that's why theyttsawanilla money.
They were getting good money until Madagascar came into producaon #wat's when
the price dropped as the supply was high.

At the same time companies who were buying vanilla, especialyn&o, were not
supposed to be given licenses. Papindo did not follow the procedures fangtrdiai
growers on how to cure and sell good quality beans. Instead they weik laingng

vanilla of no good quality that was not cured properly. We had traineefarthat those
types of beans were not good, but Papindo was still buying them. That'&dawdo

manipulated the market of vanilla here in East Sepik Province and br&ageia New
Guinea’s vanilla as bad or sub-standard. We had trained other expors langart

quality. When our Extension officers went out to the field to tellflnmers that those
beans that they were selling were not of standard quality, theyhielExtension Officers
that but Papindo was still buying that type of vanilla.

For good quality vanilla, we told the farmers, you have to curesit flihen sundry and
in-house dry it; after that, store it for six months to allow dhema to build up. The
longer you condition it and build the aroma, the higher the vanillin comenbetter the
quality. Although we told the farmers, they did not listen to us Papiradosiil buying
those poorly-cured beans. Farmers seeing that money just went dh tteeisebeans.
What most of the farmers did was cure the beans, sundry them, ankbeahem, to
Papindo. Papindo bought them but never stored them to build the aroma, they just
exported them. The buyers we had trained refused those beans. But Papmdo w
manipulating the price of vanilla and still buying. If Papindo did not agé vanillas

then the growers would realize that the quality of bean was notstprtdard and would

go back and do a proper curing and conditioning.
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PNG was originally very low in production, but we picked up in volumeMielagascar
so that now we are in third place in the world market for productionpiiditdem here is
the quality. If the exporters and the buyers work together with BieaBd growers then
we can produce the best quality.

We have a total of 50 exporters in the District. Those are thetbbaesame through our
office during the boom. But the total number at that time was 138. Tdtbhees went
through back door deals with Spice Tech. After they exported Spit¢eused to report
back to us and tell us that some of these exporters had done thista’d the moment
the number of exporters has dropped to 20 exporters. So those ones atev¢hena.
Within PNG as a whole, we have 385 exporters.

Many of the local exporters here at Maprik did not know what theg werng. Just
because they saw what others were doing they also wanted to @oniel sist year most
of those exporters did not renew their licenses, and now they have no money.

Francis Baiyul has been the police officer for the whole dlVosera District for the

past 9 years.He is from Stapikum. He started work in 1979 and is now in Hisy2ar
serving the people. He is happy with his fortnightly allowance becdéuselps him
support his family with food, clothes and school fees. He is plannirgite from work
in 2007 and go home, plant cocoa and have a fermentary because he ssEthain
substitute for his fortnightly allowance. He planted 1 hectare oflaamit did not get
money and that's why he doesn’t like it. He thinks vanilla is glhtribut he will be
planting cocoa when he retires.

When asked why he had no help he said that he thinks other policemen hawe gott
themselves so used to the luxuries of town that they don’t want to tcoanplace where
there is no rain, and the water in the tanks runs out and you have tthgaearest well.

He lives in a government house and is content with what he has @dWashing
machine). With the introduction now of the community police his workligle easier.

But in some cases he has to travel by foot (he’s had no police vighni@lgears) to solve
major cases. Of all his years as the only policeman he hasawmwerinto conflict with

any community or members of the community.

| reported so many cases that were not attended by the main btilse asked for
logistic [help] such as a vehicle but none was released so tmwaild go out and
monitor the distant villages. They only lent a vehicle to me in 1992thextdvas the
last one. Also they did not provide stationary for me to work effdgtivat | carried

out programs to educate village people. So in 2004, | introduced OX [corginunit
police and | am the coordinator of the OX police. This really helps solve problem.

The major cases were prostitution, totaling up to 10 cases everyésks; alcohol
cases, up to 304 in one week, involving abuse and assault, property damagegswe
There were 5 green bean theft cases in one week. There weredoraagtic violence
cases and he advised them to go to welfare. They came about due talbusiiagiving
money to their wives or fooling around with others. Assaults atégfii. Youths did not
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respect the leaders and big men by saying they were all iiee I5@w because they had
money. He saw no deaths because of the vanilla boom, though.

“I know and also predict that HIV Aids was taking place. It waead from people
traveling to Wewak and going around with prostitutes. Also from fesraigrating into
the Wosera District.”

He thinks vanilla prices should go up, but not to the height of 1000/kg. People do not
know how to put their money to good use, so they need a stable pricenttoldaidget

their money. Generally it was better without vanilla, he saysafit the prices to stay the
same and if not only a very small improvement.”

Before vanilla life was a bit orait. During the boom life chanfggdhe better but for a
short time only. Vanilla brought benefits in terms of paying schoes;féencreasing
soccer, video and disco opportunities; improving diets; and meeting madexds. But
people are now suffering the loss of all these.

d. DPI Manager

Philip Kura, is the DPI Manager, originally from Waura in Maprik. He told us
Papindo’s presence in Maprik is a result of vanilla. Because theymee high here
new businesses such as the Papindo Supermarket have set up herakatBuapney

said that they are not making money as before during the vanilla bd@antime also

people especially he farmers tried to opened their account in fRe&k but the bank
had strict policies that would not allow most of them to save theimey. Some of its
polices like for instance, one has to have an ID or a supporting fiettera particular

person that the bank knows for instance police etc. Because of suclespofiany

farmers hold back their money in their villages. Often they hold bedween 20-50
thousand kina back in their village. So this resulted in many of thisefa spending
money unwisely on beer, gambling and women. As a result, now that tiee has

dropped all their money has gone.

e. Village Magistrate

Sosaiya Yavorming is the Village Magistrate in Lanining Guap VillageWard 17,
Dreikikir District. The Village councilors name is Eric MulalThe closest town is
Maprik for them, and their total population is about 650 plus. To travel Eamming
Guap to Dreikikir Station is about 19 to 20 kilometers, and from Laninumgp@o Wara
Sikau is about 8 to 9 kilometers. Although all families in LaniningpgGheve coffee and
cocoa it is very hard for them to transport the beans down to therazmrand all the
way to Maprik or Wewak. Most of the time during coffee and cocososeaomen are
the ones who carry the beans down to the road near Wara Sikau afat WetPMVs to
gp to Maprik and Wewak. Sometimes they have to wait for 2 to 3 ddégeehe truck
comes along to pick them up with their beans.
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During wet season the road is very muddy and in bad condition, such tbatytlveay to

travel is by walking. So if people want to take sick ones to the labspdy have to walk
a long way. Even though they have a Health Centre nearby sometieress tno

medicine to treat people there. At the moment, however, therevarenale nurses
working at Yakrumbok Health Centre.

There’s an Elementary school and a Community school at Yakrumbok vakeicihitdren

of Lanining Guap attend. It's not very far for them to walk, about 1 hobe T
Community school and Health Center are run by the SSEC mission, aktethentary

is run by SIL (Summer Institute of Linguistics). The people amgbrof SIL because
when they came in 1970 they helped the people to write in their Iadatdof Kalpis.
Today still many of the people here, especially the young ones actilthen, are still
speaking Kalpis. Apart from that, people are still living by tradal substance means,
making gardens. Even though vanilla has been introduced into their area rfdking
changed with regards to the boom. People here did not experience muate outsi
influence.

f. Vanilla Buyers

The major buyers for the East Sepik province were (and some still are) based ik Wewa
and Maprik, and they include Papindo Intec, Dua Estate, Agmark, Spice Tech, Bismark
Consultants, Noko No.77, Leong Brothers, Allan Bird and Vanilla International (Al'aa
Youssel). This is by no means the full list and as DPI and IPA respondents report,
hundreds of local growers applied for export licenses at this time (and moreeyetdec
licenses through irregular channels, for a price).

Al'aa Yousselis an exporter of vanilla who came here to Wewak from NewaZeal
(although he is originally from Egypt) in 2002. His company is Variikgrnational

PNG Ltd, or VIP, and is based at the Sea view hotel in Wewak. Hedryybeans from
local farmers, cures them and exports them to overseas countreesndin buyers are
the company Raw Energy, in New Zealand, and Vanilco in France.ogs casual
workers during the season to assist in curing and packing for expotuaedtly there

are 5 male and 22 female employees. He pays them normal houdg Yoagl5 hours a
week, plus overtime (although he did not want to give the rate).

A’laa said the vanilla boom came about when there was shortage warld supply.

The main supplier, Madagascar, was hit by a frost and so vanillardytbéeame scarce.
At VIP they grade the beans according to quality and length. Thebaidly bean is the
“dark chocolate and greasy sticky one,” as A’laa s&anifolia is in high demand,
which is the vanilla strain with a big leaf. It's also much harder to cure, or dry.

Currently VIP buys according to the following rates:
1. A-Grade= K70/kilo
2. B-Grade=K40/kilo
3. C-Grade=K20/kilo
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During the peak of the vanilla pricing A’laa paid buyers K800/kg for A grade quality.

A-grade vanilla that is cured properly must be:
-16 centimeters and above in terms of length
- Black, sticky, with good aroma
-Retaining a little bit of moisture

B-grade vanilla’ will be:
-14 -15 cms in length
-Black, sticky with good aroma

C-grade vanilla is:
-13 cms. and shorter in length
-Black, sticky with good aroma

Al'aa says that the boom was a good thing for the farmers. Baubedt was in high
demand farmers took short cuts in curing and drying the beans. Theéseomae buyers
overseas lose confidence in PNG vanilla as a whole. Many grotveased buyers with
poor quality beans, and by filling them with nails, or adding oil or sugdvurning them
to make them black.

CUSQO's study team in 2003 interviewed three vanilla buying and expaximganies in
East Sepik Province: Agmark, Spice Tech and Intec (Papindo, Maprikg walé
consulted? Agmark and Spice Tech started exporting in 2002 and Intec stapietieg

in early 2003.

According to Ray Wilson, Agmark’s GM, from November 2002 until June/20038, the
price of vanilla rose from K100.00/kg — K700.00/kg. Within PNG there wéigtat slrop

in price at the end of 2003 from K700.00 per kilogram to K500.00 per kilogram. The
competition among the buyers and exporters in East Sepik Provinatilasry high in
2003. Companies at that time were approaching growers, rather tharersee The big
exporting companies made contracts with local buyers to ensure their supplies.

These merchants told CUSO that the ESP vanilla quality stautecery low because of
growers’ inexperience in curing the beans, but it improved graduailyhéAtime, the
greater threat was the debased quality of beans due to the neateaacash quickly.
These exporters said they had just begun to see the quality of dreans 2003. By
2005 Al'aa Youssel could look back on that turning point as the moment whemdalema
outstripped supply to such an extent that growers began cheating the Wwitliealtered
beans, trying to bump the lower grade beans to the higher quality Andelthough this

did not last long, it was persistent or widespread enough for exporteNdG and buyers
overseas to lose confidence in the PNG vanilla. For a commoditig thaitspeculative as

° These informants were The General Manager for AgmRay Wilson; Spice Tech Purchase Clerks
Timothy Chak and Hamadi Francis; and Willie Caspeirchase Clerk for Intec (Papindo Traders) in
Maprik.
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vanilla, this spelled disaster for the growers back in the villagéh the honest and hard-
working producers of Grade A beans, and those hustling a camouflaged lower grade.

One vanilla buyer in Maprik, Gertrude, is from Winge; she is single and 29 years old.
She used to go to Drex to buy beans from villagers. Now sometirapkegeom Maprik,
Wosera and Drex come to town and sell their vanilla to her. In K#pere are lots of
buyers so they compete. If some other buyer pays K5 per kilo then she pay K6,
that’'s how she gets customers to sell to her. After buying isslfeit to Papindo or other
foreign buyers. Its not that simple, she has to bargain with thesbagethey can get a
profit. This causes conflict between growers and buyers; growersousgll them “You
people are cheating us —read the scale properly!” Most of the rsbeayets she is using
to build a store in her own village, help pay bride price for her brotret travel to
Madang, Lae, Port Moresby. The problem of being a woman buyer is émsee her
and ask to marry her, and also people are after you for money &ingePeople who
don’t have an export license use other peoples’ licenses to buy vistahs.local buyers
also went to Jayapura in the past to sell vanilla. Now that phaes gone down she
doesn't like making such a small profit, it's a problem. She needsrgain more to
make a profit. She wants the government to increase the price davaéniring the
boom lots of people came to live in Maprik; they brought store goods atsiaieato
sell to vanilla growers.

Kerovin Nero, 28 years old from Kubulia District, was interviewed in Maprik. He
started buying vanilla in 2003 and this is his third year doing it. He haslkaszale that
allows him to weigh the beans.

| am only a small scale buyer who is like all others and weoaty providing the
service to the people...See, the prices of the vanilla have dropped anstihr@ears
are looking for the market in which they can sell their vanilla Wmay the supply is
high and the demand is low so that is why we local buyers ang toyir best to help
buying the peoples’ vanilla and also they in return need to help us.

I have two markets that | sell the vanilla that | buy from thepfeeand there are the
Asian buyers at the Weaibagi Guest House in Maprik and Jeffrey otloWewak in
Michael Mosoro’s residence. At Waibagi, | do bargain first to thet appropriate
price so that | can sell the vanilla and if the price is notrgteeme, then I just have
to get off to Wewak. In Wewak, Jeffrey and | have agreed to beguarand he said
he would buy my vanilla based on these prices: Grade A K25, B gradariil}0
per kilo for the rest. The B grade vanillas are the rejectedsb&secause of this, my
price is K5 for A grade, and K2 for B grade.

During the interview, a woman came and sold her vanilla to him, @dvaans. Kerovin
weighed them at 336 kg, and the customer was offered K1.40, but shede¢jecprice
and took them back. “This is only a service provided to you people and if yootdo
want it, it’s up to you,” he said.
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Jessy David is a vanilla buyerfrom Imbras Village, aged 28. He comes from the clan
Sara, which means a bird (owl). Jessy completed Grade 9 at NtaghiliSchool in 1994.

He was not able to go back and complete his Grade 10 because of ehmoldiem. At

the moment he is married to a woman in another clan in his village and has two children.

Jessy first planted his vanilla in 1996, which he bought from a mannb&avillage in
Dreikikir. He started with a 36 cm cutting that has 3 joints ¢bat him K5.00. From this
36 cm he has planted 100 vanilla sticks in the first field and 725 igebiznd field. In
1999 he sold his first beans, which were about 200 grams, and he receivedTk&.00.
second lot of beans, which he sold at Agmark Maprik, was 5kg and heegcei
K1000.00. From then on in 2002 he started buying vanilla beans. He was buyirageat a
of K200 per kilogram from vanilla growers and was selling it mgaiAgmark at K270
per kilograms. From every sale of one kilogram of vanilla beansldéene made K70.00
profit. Everyday he spends about K4000.00 to buy 80 kilograms of vanilla beans.

From the profit he made he bought a Toyota Dyna and used it has aredkVHe used
his PMV truck to transport people from his village to Maprik and Wetoa/n. The fare
for a passenger from his village to Maprik is K10.00 and all the twaWewak is
K20.00. The PMV truck is no longer working because there’s no money tcheedMC
license and registration due to the downfall of the vanilla price.cihent vanilla price
is K5.00 per kilogram.

Jessy and his wife spent all of their time working in the vafiglds and buying vanilla
during the vanilla boom. Whenever they wanted to eat garden food they'tifoay ithe

other villagers. His wife used to have K600.00 whenever she wanted to dddlduse
shopping. She used to shop at Maprik or Wewak town. He and his wife bought many
household items like clothes, radios, utensils and so on. As for the peopihe i
community, they bought things like bicycles, generators, solar pamelfar cars: one
Hilux, one Land Cruser , one Nissan and one Dyna truck. He used K400.00 to buy bee
with his friends, two to three cartons of beer a day. During timat $sichool fees were not

a problem because everybody has money to pay for school fees.

Now that the price of the vanilla has fallen, in his village thHaoles that the people had
bought are no longer running because there’s no money for the sparel'partsade
stores have closed down and there is no money to pay for school feeh&hproblem
that people are facing now is that there is shortage of gardendecdsse people did not
bother to make gardens, as they were spending money on store food.

Jessy’s dream was to build a permanent house for his family baid hsot fulfill his
dreams because he has misused the money.

g. Business people

James Nanduo is a Sales Manager of Ela Motar¥Vewak, who has been working for
26 years. Originally from Ambunti, he’s in early 50’s. “The pricevahilla has dropped
due to some sort of foul play and it is not my area to talk abouill gwe what Ela
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Motors have experienced from 2002 to 2004. First, they ran out of stock and deid t
more in from Madang, Lae, and Port Moresby during the boom. Now we caonater
parts for the vehicles purchased outside the province and in other ceftees
relationship between the customers and Ela Motors was very good. Opke peho
bought the cars were the village people and they came along witlcésin to buy the
vehicles. In overall, the Ela Motors had made a lot of money duringathida boom
time.” Elsewhere he is reported to have said the stock turnovandraased from 4
vehicles per month before the boom to 12-14 vehicles being ordered each roonth f
2001-2003. He also noted that he needed more staff at the time toirasksestoffice.
(CUSO 2003)

Ela Motor’s recent profits are as follow:

In 2002 they made 1,628,186.81 on Yamaha motors and generators; and 1 856 557.47 on
Toyotas. A total of 55 vehicles were sold.

In 2003 Yamaha sales were 9 337 629.69; Toyota was 10,079,476.; Hino was
1,943,563.20; and Daihatsu 365, 443.20 with a total of 250 cars sold.

In 2004 Yamaha sales were 684,048.10; Toyota was 7,100,758.57; Hino 1.093,909.92,
and Daihatsu 545,637.69 (no totals number of sold vehicles was recorded).

To have profits increase almost sevenfold between 2002 and 2003 is the realatmmfirm
of an economic boom. Even in 2004, when the price of vanilla has begun to $iaynp, t
were making three times as much money as they had been in 2002

Most of the business houses that began buying vanilla for export had leden w
established before the boom, businesses like Roma Trading and 77 Tratagrik.
Lohi Trading opened in Dreikikir in 1995, two years after the first lagiarden was
planted in the district, but still prior to the first harvest in 1996.

By 2003 the competition in Maprik between these local retailersextitemely high.

Larger companies including Papindo, Agmark a@dramut have extended their
operations into the Maprik district, having built new supermarkets amdhaases in

2003. But they did so after the crest of the boom and may never riedipeofits they

initially expected. Competition among business houses in Dreikikiostaas never that
great because most people shop and sell their vanilla in Maprik wakVé&here are also
small trade stores sparsely distributed among the surroundingesillagcal companies
such as Roma Trading are trying to extend their businesses.

Stock simply flew out of the shops. Big department stores like Papkgtoark, and
Garamutin Wewak, and even their smaller counterparts in Maprik and Drefili&iore
they had established their own Maprik branches), soon found that their rprrohabse
orders for new stock ever two weeks had to be doubled, and they weakengeoew
stock on a weekly basis. They also needed more staff. Roma Tiadwgprik, for
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example, had increased the staff from 3-4 to 10 - 13 workers by 20030(QQE). The
same was true for supermarkets and major retailers in Maprik and Wewak.

But whereas wage work was hard to come by before the vanilla bacati {he central
towns), it actually became loathsome during the boom. People simpipidvdant to toil
for the wage when they could tend to vanilla gardens for much geafiés. Business
houses reported having to employ relatives or workers from other provinedse, as
they were to attract qualified local personnel. The significaridlis is manifold: first,
the limited local labor force means that any new businesses iogerat these
communities, businesses which might drive down prices by healthy ctiompetre
more often staffed and owned by outsiders. The result is that padiless likely to be
reinvested in the local community and in some case may even find their way offshore.

The major buyer during the boom was Papindo. People in Maprik becamesfiexba
with Papindo because they believe the company has something to do vadévahgation

of PNGH beans, perhaps through not properly grading them. They just bouglettise
even when they were unripe and not ready for harvest, some say.

Maprik Discount Mart shop assistant Daniel Nangrumois 25, and is from Gwen
Gwen village, about 30 minutes' walk from Maprik. He’s been workingh®rshop for
5 years. The Maprik Discount Mart is a long-standing locally ownethéss It has a
main store and a department store. The first and second bossestofd¢hare both from
Kumunikum 1 village. They have sold most of their hardware and Coca-Cola to Maprik.

Before the vanilla boom, the stocks taken were like once everywseks and the
money made was like 3 to 4 thousand kina a week on Coke alone, while around a
thousand kina on hardware materials. During the vanilla boom, stocksegereed

every week and the money made was like 70 to 80 thousand a week on Coke and 30
to 40 thousand a week on hardware. Now, or presently, the trend goes bdckdo be

the vanilla boom. The bad things that have come together with the Vamilila are

too many drunkards, fighting, and swearing in the streets. The good Wengshat

people had the money to spend, stores made profits and the wagesoneased. |

want to vanilla boom to come back the second time.

Tang Mow Supermarket’'s Wholesale Supervisor is ValentineHe witnessed a boy as
young as 13 come to buy goods for his trade store in the village. He spent around K5000
on store goods. One his second trip he spent another K5000, but since the prices came
down he never came back.

During those times Tang Mow used to have something like 500 custonwerseain the
shop. Now there are 50 at a time, mostly from Dreikikir. Most of thg#hihat were sold
were nappies, shorts and shirts. The K32 six-pocket short was bought inThalk.
designer ranges were sold off faster than they used to be; éneybaught in dozens and
bulk, at K45 each. The biggest things that went out were beer and'slgpey couldn’t
be found on the shelves the day after they'd been stocked.
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Most shocking was Christmas Eve 2003. Valentine saw one man comebuy 64
pallets of beer (one pallet is 94 cartons). Mostly people would corteebuy 16 pallets
at most. It was hard to put in orders every week; normally it wialklel two weeks to put
in an order. Secondhand bales were bought at 4-5 bales per week. Sométandbe
farmers tried to take beer up to the village to sell, the police woulfiscate some on the
highway. Tang Mow was selling beers to the buyers that wereigeoiséd to re-sell
them. Some of the vanilla farmers tried to trade beans for thes gaidte store but they
were turned away. Tang Mow didn’t buy or sell vanilla at that time.

Papindo Supervisor (unnamed).During the vanilla boom Papindo would sell mattress

in sets of 10 each. If the shop got like 20-30 bales they would sel @utveeks. The
mothers would come buy kitchen items and the men would come to buy the most
expensive pieces of clothing, and all the most expensive items wosladeut in two
weeks. People from Dreikikir and Maprik would buy electrical gookis tiameras,
watches and radios and the entire range of household goods. They hadnéneerger
those kinds of sales before. The prices went up to 8-900/kilo and akrthers were
walking on air. People bought different things. Young people bought perfumag)eades
jeans, and all the best quality clothes on the shelves.

Wewak town also changed a lot. People didn’t care about the price dayHmy just
wanted to buy thingdMoni em flai raun olsem pipid he chemists were strict in selling
condoms to the people who wanted to buy them—meaning they would have to come in
with a doctor’s prescription or a marriage certificate @hndom sales were very high
anyway—one kid would walk in and buy two or three boxes. Young men bought them,
some older men, but no women. After condoms, other big sellers wheengedicine,
amoxycillin and malaria tablets.

Usually the customers would be from Maprik, Dreikikir and Wosera. Thesple are no
longer regular customers. Monday to Wednesday they would make 2-3 hundrexhthous
kina. Fathers would buy mattresses, bags, umbrellas, and the mothedsbwpwoffee
mugs and pots. Youths came to buy Tiger and Bilas jeans, young women fatught
for sewing. They did not accept vanilla as payment for store goods.

Papindo has had to stop buying vanilla because their warehouse instidéull waiting

for export. It depends on the price of the market when they wilt biaying and
exporting again. He says PNG beans are not the best qualityibeaesworld market.
When Papindo made a second round of vanilla buying, they bought A Grade for 75/kg,
and the rejected ones for 30/kg. He does not have a fair idea wipéned®axports to,

other than that some goes to Indonesia.

During the boom a lot of people were employed by Papindo Intec to dimal/awiilla.

Recently employees were stood down by the Intec and 3 other workershvited to
other departments of Papindo. During the boom when their employees wodickdet
they'd just go home and start planting vanilla, no worries. Some went voluntarily.
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Now the only busy times in the shops are when SST people get paiduiug the
vanilla boom there would be a lot of pick pockets. Sometimes when peoplé emué
sell their vanilla they would steal each other’'s bags, and bagsndfa. This was when
people rushed in to sell vanilla. Or if a grower was tired and ®theuld sell vanilla for
them, they'd get cheated.

The supervisor said he does not worry too much about money from vanitia, les a
small vanilla garden of his own that his brothers look after. He if#lyey manage to sell
a lot, they will give him a lot, but if not, they still give hinBK00, which he’ll greatly,
appreciate. He has saved the money he got from vanilla. When hediflapaédo he
will start up something for himself, his wife and 3-year-old daughter.

It wasn’ t safe for women to be standing in those lines to satidoévlany mothers were
hurt during the rush to line up. Papindo usually had 2 police vehicles and a fe
policemen to escort them in buying trips to the villages. Travealilogvances were given

to the policemen and after they returned from the trip they'd be given K600-700 each.

The increased demand for goods drove the price of the basic goods acdsséwi
Maprik and Dreikikir beyond the national price set by the government andfacturers.
A carton of SP beer that would sell in Madang (in 2003) for K54 was being sa{d 26r
in Maprik and Dreikikir. A 355ml can of soft drink was sold for K2 whtlee

manufacturers suggested retail price was K1.60.

Baki Pove is on the administrative staff at Papindo in Maprik;he is originally from
Winge Village.

During the vanilla boom we've go lot of new employers and too many castom
Stocks in the company ran out every two weeks. The company would maked mi
plus in a fortnight. Customers came with 50 kina notes every dayinthisled very
young children to very old people. Often we the employers get tirsdri@ these
customers.

After the vanilla boom there were 12 containers of vanilla sentato for export, but
they're still there now, waiting to go out.

We rang to ask about what has really happened but we've got negewers from
them. When the price was still high, in late 200,3 our company made $opruofit
and now it looks like there are not many customers coming in nowadaysnly
make some back door deals by easily sneaking out and go to villadges tb
kilogram of vanilla for K5. So far 110 tones have been exported.

Nickson Kambu, Storekeeper for the Brukam Store; and Jason Jegs Manager
Rural Building Supply, Brukam

Nickson Kambu says the Brukam store is operated by the South Seas Evangelical
Church. It was opened during the vanilla boom period in order to get morimyldo
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some more buildings for the school, and also new classrooms for thee Sthbol.
During this period, the store goods were running out within 2-3 days s@ohsyantly
had to go back to Wewak to get new stocks.

At that time they made K2000-K3000 per week. The customers did not cam&iy
K5 or K10; they came mostly with K50 notes. The goods that were mdegrand at
that time were rice, tinned fish and tinned meat. If the storetdmdwe change for their
bills, they'd tell them to keep the change. The store was opened whehere were
customers; there were no fixed hours. Most of the farmers woul \¢etvak to do their
heavy shopping, buying household goods.

Some of them came to me and said, ‘if you want anything we cart thoryyiou,’
which made me happy to serve them.

Back in the villages people are now returning to their normal wd§eofmaking food
gardens now that the price of the vanilla can no longer sustain them.

In 1999 Jason Jessytarted working in hardware at Rural Building Supply when the
Hardware Manager retired. In 1999 to 2000 the company use to make K200 tanK300
one day. In 2001 and at the beginning of 2002, when the price was high, our income
increased to K6000 to K7000 per day; and in 2003, when the price was K800 per
kilogram, we made K20,000 to K30,000 a day just selling roofing iron and iros qodt

Tufa Tanks. The total company income for the year 2003 was K 7,830,000. The money
came from the nearby communities of Timingir, Solom, Imbras, Musklgandai,
Bonoho, Luaite and Urita. Today the price has dropped and incomes are tcaas, jlusy

were from 1990 to 1999.

Asvor Worr, son of the Mendi Club owner, Brukam, Maprik, is originally from
Turubu. The price of beer is K3.60 for one bottle SP, can of Ice is K3.80capd [like

Gold Cup] is K12. During the boom the bottle of SP was 3.80, Ice beerasaK%y and
doops K15.there were lots of problems in the club during the boom likenfiglatssaults,

and lots of men around Wewak town brought women here to drink with them and have
sex. The girls were only ages 15-18 too. He was happy during the boamsédbe
stock of beers would finish in one week and he made a lot of money. The dtamlla

is not a problem for him because he’s still going to make a pbofithe worries about
village farmers.

h. Chairman HIV/AIDs Project

Wanpis Waibu, Chairman of the HIV Aids Project of Maprik, lives in Kumunikum 1
village, Wosera District. During the boom people had money and thegbn@milla rose

to K600- 700. People in Kumunikum had local buyers to whom they sold their beans. The
exporter he deals with is Francis Solomon Sirakim, who runs a congp#iag Kandi.
Money from vanilla helped Wanpis Waibu start a bottle shop and a stadke But he
didn’t know how to manage money well, so when vanilla dropped, his bottle siszulcl
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But his trade store continues. During the boom people also had planalbsksan
elementary school, but these plans have been abandoned.

I. NGO worker

At HELP Resources, Wewak, Jaclyn Waiogri reported that in 2003 and Bép4aw

roughly 700 mostly male customers come use the Internet to checlayaités on the
world market. Some checked car prices in Japan, and even bought themristIBut

by 2005 clients were coming in to surf the net for friends andvetatutside the county,
and not many to check the price of vanilla anymore.

]. PMV drivers

Elias Bangwi, a PMV driver from Nuigo 2" St, Wewak is married with children, and
drives a truck known as Watson. The truck is not in great deman#ies &dout four to
five loads a week to and from, primarily, Pagwi and Lumi. The Pagople traveling
from Wewak to Pagwi bring drums and store goods, while those conoimgRagwi to
Wewak bring baskets of fish. Each load earns him about K1500. During thetheom
load demands were much higher, especially in the West Coast, Maprithe Dreikikir
areas. “I did not have rest at all because of loads and loads asmtdhleat the truck did
make was K5000 a day.” This was for two hire loads per day, and wersemainly
passengers coming to town to shop. There was a lot of building nsberiag sent from
Wewak out to the Maprik-Dreikikir area, too. Passengers wereyaldrank and that was
a first for the driver. He was very tired all the time, andwale was filled with drunks
and prostitutes---people called the prostitutes A and B grade gaiiiNarything is back
to normal now, he says. The only advantage of the boom was that the wage
increased

David Kumbre is another PMV driver, he owns the Hino truck called Early Bird 3.8. It
operates as a passenger PMV to and from Pagwi and elsewhwseevaiiilla boom was
very good because it really helped my business to grow. | had loagslayvéo Pagwi,
Maprik and Dreikikir and because of that | increased my passeargsrds stated, to K25
to Maprik, K30 to Pagwi and K35 to Dreikikir. | made approximately 10,008yeveek.
That's why | really want to boom to come back. | do not get much td¢zs4000 a
week only.”

k. Teachers

CUSO reported that Admin Primary and Our Lady of Lourdes Primary schools had not
had a (normally weekly) Parents and Citizenship (PNC) meeting for the whole of the
academic year (2003). The daily attendance of students had dropped drastically. For
example, at Admin Primary in Dreikikir a full 50 of the 64 students from grades 7 and 8
were involved in growing vanilla and therefore missed a lot of school.
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The students’ dress also changed, but teachers from the two schodiffdradt views

on this. In Maprik’'s Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School, teachers tegpdhat the
students dressed like gangsters. But for Admin Primary School ttidenss’ dress
improved greatly; many students wore wristwatches, shoes and gooelsciStudents in
Maprik were also buying lunch and gifts for their teachers.

It grew increasingly hard for the teachers to get the studenisarn, and one of the
teachers in Maprik admitted “’we teachers are acting like police men inassabms.
Inevitably, the academic standards suffered. The CUSO study réipairtachievement
levels at schools in Maprik and Dreikikir Districts were beldw hational standard in
2003, which meant that while a ‘distinction’ at the national level woedplire a 95 —
100% score, in these schools 75 — 80% was enough to ‘distinction.’

Teachers were themselves not immune to the boom. In Admin Prireeg, df the ten
teachers were vanilla buyers in 2003 (CUSO 2003). Teachers throughoegitrewere

cultivating vanilla. Teachers and other public servants who normallggieé to meet
their basic needs quickly seized the opportunity to plant vanilla. Oneanyrischool

teacher from Aupik resigned to cultivate and buy vanilla. Most of ldeses on Friday
were disrupted because teachers would leave for town to do their shdppirfigar that

goods would run out over the weekend.

Our researchers canvassed schools at all levels across thk BapDreikikir Districts,

and were also able to conduct interviews with teachers from aroupidkMIastrict while

they attended a course in Maprik town, including those from Aupik, Albin&upai,
Yaunza, Kwimba, Dumbit lla’'up and Swambukum. From the vantage of 2005, many of
the stories are just as discouraging as they were in 2003. Teeeddé seems to be that
people have forgotten the short-lived benefits of the wealth that dabheugh the
region; no one mentioned better clothes or gifts for the teachers, for example.

Jack Malai, Primary School teacher for Maprik Primary School. The Maprik
Catholic Primary School has grades 3-8 and has 12 teachers. Theitobedr of students
is 500+for the year 2005.0ut of the 12 teachers 10 of them are fenhdke her and the
Deputy Headmaster are the only males. He has taught for 22 gedrsays that what he
saw happen to children during the vanilla boom surprised him. The advardagbat/
many of these children had money for their school fees and theyaieréo buy their
own stationeries and lunch. During the boom in 2002- 2003 he was teachiregkatiDr
Primary School. (He is from King Village Wara Sikau in DrkikiDistrict). Jack said
that what he was seeing in Dreikikir was many students losiegesttin school. Often
half of the class ever attended on any day. The rest would stayrb#uk village and
work in their vanilla fields. Some of the students as young aslfg&2 years old would
have the money they buy smokes (cigarettes) and beer and other drinkheAgal
students, ages 15-16 years old, doing grades 7 and 8, were often bribedh.by me
Sometimes some men would come and show K50 to these student girlvarsghavith
them. At that time both boys and girls left school, and as a feswdnd his colleagues
tried their best to discipline the others, but it was very hard.nDUWPINC meetings the
teachers would tell the parents that the vanilla boom is onlygho#d period of time and
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parents should try to discipline their children. But the parents adtdritie teachers that
for them it was very hard to control their children.

He also mentioned that some teachers in the Dreikikir Adminatraind Catholic
Primary were taking part in the buying and selling of vanilla dutiveg boom. Many
times when they where in class their families were involverms of buying and drying
the vanilla. Besides all these that time parents did not turn lgNGrschool meetings or
other school business that were required of them to do. There was norateope
between the community and the school during that time. The leadersiadhtotspeak
up were not heard. Nobody pay attention to the leaders as every bodyneadadity of
‘who are you?’ because everyone had money. Often the leaders usdqrokct get to
the villages to bring those undisciplined ones to the police station.

Jack thinks that it is not the vanilla that causes all these pnsblé is the people and
they did not use the money wisely. Now that the price has gone down ghangse
social unrest dropped to zero level. The children are now going badsiad they used
to do before the vanilla boom. In general he saw that in Dreikikiro8tavhere he was
teaching during the boom, he noticed that the villages that areesitoatthe left of the
Dreikikir Station many of the people there did not spend their monetywid/here as
those villages that lived on the ridges under Alexandria Mountaingdawa right were
able to built good high covenant permanent houses and had solar lights.

In Jack’s village of King at Wara Sikau, he said that they ordptpd coffee and cocoa
and there’s no proper road network for his people out there to bring tlagis be sell.
His village is near the border of the East and West Sepik Pravihe¢ boarder with
Nuku District of Sanduan Province. With regards to the vanilla boom ivillage, they
were not very much affected as they planted their vanilla ateit 5o when their vanilla
was by the time ready the price dropped so they did not get the impact of it.

Brian Waranduo, is Deputy Headmaster of theéSouth Seas Evangelical Church High
School, Brukam, Maprik. He is from Yangoru originally, and has a Bachelor of
Education from University of Papua New Guinea (Waigani Campus), anconaucted
extensive research on sustainable development of vanilla cultivatidiash Sepik
Province for another BA thesis to be completed this year (2005).

He conducted research in 2003 for almost six weeks, compiling a cdivparaalysis
between two places. One was Mombuk village in Yangoru, which hasdldgdend in

planting of vanilla; and the other is Yamilikum in Maprik, which was ohfirst areas to
introduce vanilla from Yambes before it spread to other parts of iklgpeople from

Yamilikum said that the Yambes people brought it from Kerevat, Nast Britain.

When the people realized the importance of vanilla, they started rumramgng

programs. The Yamilukum people attended the training in Yambes on hoantoapld

grow it. After basic training they bought the cuttings of vanitia K5.00 a piece and
brought it back to a nursery in Yamilukum. From the nursery theyedtaot plant big
gardens.
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He did his during the vanilla boom. He said that the vanilla boom changddéds of the
people in the village. Everybody was busy with their vanilla gardend, with
harvesting, selling and buying new things from the stores in WewakhaAttime the
stores in Wewak would sometimes be empty and you could see truckimadsug and
down the highway. The people’s lifestyle just changed overnight, frawaitional
subsistence living supplemented by cocoa and coffee, where they had &80ddd ko
K40.00 for shopping, to having K500.00 to K1000 for one shopping trip. Now the people
are no longer buying things from the stores because of the fak iprice. How the price

has dropped no one can know or understand, he says.

During the boom the farmers just harvested some of the beans thatatget ready, but
sold them anyway. And so when buyers from overseas bought them they fouhdtout
they were not good. That's why the price of the vanilla dropped. Sonevdelithat the
Papua New Guinea beans that were split and over-dry were lald@&daRd the quality
beans were labeled Indonesian. Even the inferior Indonesian beans bedeel IBNG
beans. It may still be happening, and some of the buyers are lookirig s seems to
be a mystery.

He said during his research he saw both the positive and negativetangpavanilla.
Positive, in the sense that the lives of the people had changed, nams o
infrastructure but in terms of cash. People had money to buy new cklesther
necessities and some of the dreams they had could be fulfilled. Bmpk built new
houses, bought generators and other luxuries.

Negative things he has seen have to do with culture change. Most inth@eople
planted yams using cultural beliefs. But now that the vanilla mtasduced it destroyed
the culture. The people were no longer thinking about planting yam as aheirof
traditional food because yam takes a long time to grow. The peoptevesy busy with
vanilla instead. They needed to pollinate and clear the vanilla ga@@hgeople were
looking after the vanilla like their babies. They also decided to [demtgrowing crops
like kaukau, to be able to eat them quickly. Cultural obligations andutheat way of
planting yams, he says, are no longer used. Some of the new genénagiadign’t know
about bringing yams to thambaranhouse or celebrating yam festivals. All that is gone.
About marriage, he said it was hard to see clearly during thdavéoiom, but young
boys, even teenagers, got married, and some girls also marriegougry—so young
that they had their first menstruation in their husband’s house. Theyhanes been age
12-14 years. Because they had money they thought they could managevthéamily
and look after themselves.

Being a teacher Mr. Waranduo also tried to look at how the vanilla kadtented
education. He found that most of the children who missed school during thertmoom
longer cared about school. Instead they spent most of their time wathié fields
pollinating the flowers, from 6 am in the morning till 9 am. Becatlsey were
pollinating, some students often came very late to class. Oftaéaableers waited for the
students to come to class instead of students waiting for tHeetsao come to class. As
a result classes sometimes started at 9 o clock.
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The churches were no longer full with people on Sundays, he says. The enti
congregation during Sunday is out in their vanilla fields. Some men dinengoom got
three to four wives and forgot about going to church. In some churchesnipegation
would wait for the pastor who might be pollinating his vanilla.

He saw that vanilla was an accommodative crop. The price dependsworkthenarket
demand. Demand drives the price up, and surplus brings it down. He and athé&ts w
tell people that this was their chance with the prices rismgthink about the
sustainability of the crop. In order for the crop to be sustainablegyise is depended on
how they spend their money. It's like it just came today and wijdree tomorrow. But
unless they built a permanent house or set up an integrated prikgeatalier supply in
the community they will not contribute to real change in the commuBity the people
here used money only for consumption. They thought the price of the crop wdutghbe
forever.

Francis Kalus-Yanzage, Joseph August-Kwimbu, Francis Tuvus-Dumband Seno
Halifaiwan-Laihaenga: Elementary School teachers from the Balsakiarea (in
Maprik for a workshop): Before vanilla was introduced the main cagtsavere, coffee

and cocoa, wittbuai, daka and peanut. Apart from those these there was also garden
food, which the women take to the market to sell. Though those cash @opshere,

their rate was very low, especially the coffee. It wasrgglat the rate of 50 toea per
kilograms before vanilla arrived, so people quickly lost interets--very labor-
intensive.

During the boom many bought trucks and cars. Mothers were able to ttatisgor
goods to the market in Maprik and Wewak. For them in the Balsakitareamally takes
three hours for the mothers to take their market goods to the mditbeéae they jump
on PMVs to the market. There’s a road up to their area but itccmizad condition that
PMVs cannot go in. It's the beginning of the Sepik Plains. There margy people who
had migrated elsewhere and came back to plant vanilla during thia\@gm. For them
in their area only few people were able to get money from vahiliemg the boom. Most
of them planted a bit late. Most of them planted in 1996 but did not takeoC& until
they heard that the price was going up; then they started to look after it. But itevas la

For the people at Yanzange their Councilor was the first personnt ibrvanilla. He
told the people there to plant and look after it. But the people did tet.li&nd yet he
was harvesting and selling his vanilla during the vanilla boom. Assaltrhe got two
wives and no longer cares about the people. So now the people no longeintrut

as for people in Dumbit, the teacher says leaders are stibntrol of their village in
terms of law and order. This is because many people there did naithiteievanilla, as
they planted a bit later.

Parents also used their children as tools in pollinating vanilla @okl them out of

classes. At one time he asked one of the parents why and theieclduldn’'t come to
school. The parents said to the teacher “What else would they ldeyigb to school?
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They already have money and there’s no need.” Many teachers teadpacially in the
primary schools left classes to work in the vanilla fields

There was a lot of noise in the village as many young people had nwbey stereos
and batteries. Although the areas did not have their own vanilla, ticbpreged things
for vanilla such as radios, pots, clothes and so on. In Balsaki areawthsrnot much
domestic violence because people did not have the money to drink and do hhings t
other villages did. They were not really affected in termsheirtlivelihood. However,
the youths did tend to disobey and disrespect their leaders duringrteaBut now the
price has dropped and the youths are respecting their leaders dgainodm brought
many people from all over PNG to Maprik and Dreikikir Districts.

The teachers said that when the price was rising each ottmmunities had plans for
their villages for what they were going to do with the money theyld get. One of the
teachers said that his village planned that the first thing #ayld do was build
permanent houses; and then they would bring in light. The other teachénatan his
village they had planned to bring in water supply from the dam to llagevi But all this
did not come about due to the fall of the vanilla price. Now the prisedt@pped from
K700/kilogram to K5/kilogram, but the people in their area are Istlking after their
vanilla because they still see it has one of the means of earning income.

Apart from vanilla, people have also brought in new cash crops thaatheglling. One
of them is the soy bean which is sold at the market for K1.00 per pedsdy beans
come in three different colors. An Asian buyer in Wewak by the r@inRong Song is
buying them at 50t per kilogram. These beans are graded accordegy tootor. The red
one is the A Grade, Black is the B Grade and White is the C Grade.

The other upcoming crops include eagle waget) and candle wood.

One of the teachers said that during the boom many people did noboategaing to
church on Sundays. In Balsaki Area they have five churches. They #ra@i€avhich
has many followers and was the first to come into the area)éle Apostolic; then
AOG,; Revival; and SDA, which is the most recent arrival. The Clagdad a great
influence on the traditional practices over the years. The yasmoaies during the
harvest, for example, are no longer celebrated. The most recentasnbeld was in
1990s. The teachers added that to hold this feast nowadays it is tgp awdtthere’'s a
lot of jealousy resulting in deaths [presumably by sorcery]. Thi molbject of the
ceremonies is a fight for power and status. It involves the excluddmggs and yams. If
one gives more yams to his friend then the community will giverespect. During the
feast women also take part, although they are not allowed to go and harvest yams.

Many people there no longer want to speak their local language aitteete said. It is
slowly dying. One contributing factor is that many people theremaneying outsiders,
women from other language groups. In the past they used to have pahoses for
them—arranged---but today it is one’s own choice, even though thgyastibiride price.
During their parents’ time they used to have shell rings and faigls$ to pay bride price.
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Today that ring is no longer found; in their local languages itlisdt’'ewa’. Today the
bride price stands as K500- K1000. But during the vanilla boom the bridewsiteup
to K3000- K4000, especially for women outside of the village.

St Anna Kaugia Primary School, Wosera, Headmaster, Mr Bapai, with 8 feales
and 1 male teacher.The school is very beautiful and boasts a well cut lawn. with 6
buildings divided into 11 classrooms and an office. The school population is 367, but
during the vanilla boom the number rose to 480. The majority of the tsaaiteetocal
staff, only one comes from outside the Wosera District. The lapd/med by the state
and the Catholic Church supports the school by providing medication to tine foki
staff and students on a free basis. Students are from SDA, S&FalRand Catholic
churches. They get 5 religious lessons in one week that is 1 houramés$ hours
reading. Parents do not contribute to cleaning the school, and they donip tweny well

to PNC meetings. They teach in English. No agricultural ads/gire taught in school in
part to avoid land disputes. Kids bring their lunch from home. Teachsos fate
difficulties in transportation, due to bad road conditions; increasedspricstore items
causing them to travel to Maprik for foodstuffs. Teachers depend onngtrde and
what is bought in the market, with few store foods.

People said the vanilla boom was not good because “it spoiled peoples living.”

The problems include environmental destruction by which they mean datoage
buildings and property, disturbances caused by drunkards, increased noiskolikeg
and radios throughout he night. Economic problems included store prices vising
high. The 777 Besta tin fish (big tin) was K4.50 before the boom and is now K5.

People lost respect for big men and professionals. The use ofateldmeer led to social
problems. People were producing lots of steam. Students were drinkind).abbhse—
both emotional and physical. High rate of domestic violence caused aharabtkids
going to school. Gambling and drinking led to misuse of money. Prostitution.

Two female students fell pregnant last year, one very easlyndrJanuary and one late
last year. She was allowed to sit for the exam but did not pashving money in the
pocket was not good. All the teachers in the East Sepik performedovelnd it was
measured using grade 6,8 and 10 exams. They were rarfkedsidg national
performance standards.

|. Health workers

Six Health workers were interviewed by the CUSO team in 20@3G&0 2003), five

from Dreikikir and one from Maprik District. They reported that mahtheir colleagues
had resigned from their jobs since the introduction of vanilla, esjyeamle health

workers. Three had left the Dreikikir Health Centre, for exanifihe. temptation seems
to have been too great: health workers like teachers told CUSOplandur team in

2005, that public servants were simply underpaid.
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There were also many patients who are ill as a result of tlegv diets. Many people
were compLanining of stomach problems and diarrhea. There were aasing number
of unwanted and under age pregnancies, such that the birth rate hdcbrrsabout 6 to

about 13-14 per month. This meant that many health workers were workirtgnever
Meanwhile, the infant mortality rate had decreased since tredudtion of the AusAid

funded Mother and Child Clinic.

Health workers told CUSO in 2003 that the major threat for Mapriklaedikir was a
shortage of medical supplies. Health Centers received new dediverery three months

but the supplies usually ran out before the end of the third month. Thiditiefa were

also run down; Dreikikir Health Center did not have, at the timetreigz Previously

there had been community workdays when people would help to clean the hospiiial

2003 people were too busy growing vanilla. More money had generally improved
hygiene for people, however, now that everyone could buy soap and new cooking and
eating utensils.

Although these health workers did not have testing equipment or sgafmtiHIV cases,
they assumed there had been an increase in infections in bothdisititeé HIV/AIDS
awareness was carried in the villages before or during the boomaynBut infected
patients were more likely to go top private doctors at that timna@ to the public
hospitals.

Magrett Sediaun Miugiga is the H.E.O Disease Control for Maprik District
Hospital. He is originally from Yangom. Before the vanilla boom, she sayse thvere
fewer patients and it was not a very tiring job. In 2002 there wa\® patient who
eventually died from the disease in 2003. She contracted the virus frdradiand who
came from Port Moresby with it. The man was already infectetl veas not able to
produce sperm, so they would both come in for medication. They insistebdloodatest

and they found they were both positive. So the husband died in 2000 and his dife die
later in 2003.

Just last year in 2004 they had another AIDS patient in a villege ¢o the Maprik
town, Nialikum village. He was around 42 years old, and he died lasbgeause he had
probably contracted it 3-4 years ago. The nurses here did not diagnopeopery and
thought it was just normal sickness.

With regards to the past 3 years, we had many cases of sexaafiynitted diseases
but many of those were misdiagnosed and were not treated properhye 8arses
only treated them with outpatient’s treatment and that how they were not recorded.

Most girls saw money and would follow men even though they knew they maried.
Many married women were afraid of their husbands because thezesavanany new
faces in Maprik town, many of them Highlanders. They were afnaidas cash flowed in
their husbands would go around with those women and contract AIDS. Lots arwom
migrated to Maprik to marry men with vanilla money.
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People’s diet changed overnight from garden food to store food: ricéshinmeat,
biscuits, soft drinks and sweets. Many of children came to the H€ahter with
pneumonia, diarrhea and malnutrition. There were lots of sick patiemtg dioe vanilla
boom. Mothers would come with 2-3 children every time, with the sathaesses. The
children were living on sweets.

There were many fights and deaths. There was one case up atsYaiidge in
Dreikikir, where two brothers killed each other. The elder killed/bisnger brother over
a woman. The younger brother had had an affair with his brother’slwiénother case
from Winge village, the elder brother knifed his smaller brother lpggause he had
money, and because the elder brother’s wife had gone out with him. Sde¢hdrother
got angry and killed his younger brother. In Waura the same thing happeeeokother
killed his brother over a land dispute. And in a similar case in Sunuhanaspeared
another man over a woman. Then the one who was speared got up and koleel Wie
speared him. He was taken to jail in Maprik. One of the relad/éise person who was
killed followed him to the jail and killed him there at the Maprad.JAIll these incidents
took place during the vanilla boom, and most of them were about women or land.

During that time the ratio of patients to nurse here at Mapridthl€entre was 50-100
patients for every nurse. Before, it had been 10 patients to 1 nurseialygpe the
outpatient area. To make things worse, there was not much medicpimeqtior
medicine at the Health Center. Sometimes about 50 people would get pegbhaent
and the rest would take their prescriptions and go purchase meditaveninSometimes
when patients wanted fast service they would come and give monegltb Werkers
and nurses, insisting that they give them medicines by their namee, they didn’t even
know their use. “Some came to us and said ‘I will give you moneggpuf write a
prescription for me.” Most of the time, patients were cueingne from the gate all the
way to the outpatient area. Many of the nurses and health worketsrteatid not have
enough rest and it was very tiring, very stressful.

But the nurses and the health workers also did not do their work. Oftewalkd go off
to their own buying and selling vanilla. They did not do their work segomisicheck
patients out thoroughly. (Public servants were the same.) Aftevaiida price went
down there were not many patients. The crowd that used to come no longer came.

The following are the Health Centre cases between 2002 and 2003.

Cases Number of Incidents
Domestic Violence 78

Motor Vehicle Accidents 23

Knife wounds / Laceration/ Fracture 63

Rape cases 19

Killing (Death) 16

Abortion 36

Underage Pregnancies 19 (2002 records)
Infant mortality rate Not known
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Pais Husen, from Nilikum (Maprik), is a Health Officer at the Maprik Health
Centre. He has been working there for 9 years at the Dispensary Seatiorat the
moment he is working at the Health Information Section. He saw thamys during the
vanilla boom, both good and bad. Most people, especially the men and youths, were
buying beer seven days a week, night and day. They often had argumeetsf samch
resulted in death. For instance, in Magupita, an inland village, there two boys
(friends) who stole vanilla beans from people in their village. Wirle sold the beans
the other went away to another village. When the friend came baiduheé his friend
had drained all the money away on beer, so he killed him. In anotharcest man
from Bongor village killed another man by stabbing him on the back wkthifa in an
argument over vanilla.

Apart from drinking, adultery was a big problem for families. MalmMman and women
did not care if they sleeping around. Rape was also very common. Yoettplaying
music every day, 24 hours a day. People no longer cared about going to Blaurcing
and partying went on every day in the clubs. Gambling was everyvemetgeople were
playing for more money to buy beer. Children as young as 10-12 yearold sneak
out in the night to jump on PMVs and go shopping in towns, as they now had money.

Pais himself made a lot of money during the vanilla boom. From Hisight pay he
would buy green beans at a rate of A grade (16-17 cm) for K1.00 eaclesanior B
Grade (14-15cm) and C Grade (13cm and down). He would then dry and sell Them
most he got from selling his beans was K74,000 when he sold 80-100kg at
K750/kilogram. He eventually bought 5 cars, and built a trade store @ednranent
house in Nilikum.

During the boom period, many of the health workers did not come to work.\Wérey
buying and selling vanilla, because they could make more than their fortnightly pay.

David Seller is the Senor Clerk of Brukam's SSEC Health €éntre. He is from
Sunuhu, Maprik District.

In the year that we came to this village, | came here angdt® work as a clerk at
Brukam Health Center with my wife and children. When we cambeaaed about the
vanilla and started planting with only 38 cuttings of vanilla plant. vilkege people
of Timingir gave us a small hectare of land for us to plant oudlaatt took six
months and a year before our vanilla was ready to harvest. In duhdimgest of
vanilla beans we got also most 5-6 kilograms of vanilla. From tikigograms of
beans that we sold we got K2,700, in 2003. That's the only sale we maitiethe t
vanilla price dropped.

| haven’t got many statistics to give. But there were patiehits came to me with
infectious diseases of the throat. Most of them came with diptabjlems such as
stomachaches and so on. The sicknesses were caused by the charigeoai theo,
banana, yam, to canned food or store food like rice and tinned meat. khasythie
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people do not know how to cook those tinned meat or tinned fish. Often they opened
them and put them on their food, not even boiling or frying them. Some wédme
fresh cuts, broken bones as in the cause of too much consumption of beer and drug
Some young girls, around five of them, came in to deliver babies.

Nelson Yakea, Sexual Health Trainerjs from Kumunikum 1, Woserade saw no
changes in development with the boom. Kumunikum 1 is located near the Wosera
District station (now barely operable). The village is a four-hwalk to the nearest PMV
stops, Petigo in the dry season and Bukuwi in wet season. Even during, ttheedoads

can be so bad that no driver will risk his vehicle coming in and outeoplace. It takes
another 4 hours again from the PMV stop to walk to Maprik, which some egpeopl
These days there are fewer PMVs, he says, and people have tthevdiktance to get
access to basic services like health and education.

People in Kumunikum 1 started farming vanilla a little later tthen Dreikikir people.
Some benefited from the high price, but most planted too late and ¢tlkes pad already
gone down. In many cases the men celebrated the high returns ofsthsafes by
drinking. They called thisrausimtuhat’ (cleansing the sweat of hard work). By the time
they were ready for the next sale and had thought clearly about isp@nainey, the price
had dropped. That shattered their hopes of a better life.

Having raised 3 trade stores during the vanilla boom, energy andadlypemtein was
supplemented. School fees of K600 were met without difficulty. Sermapent houses
were built, with bush materials and corrugated iron roofs.

Seven people died because of roadblocks by villagers on the way todhle Gentre.
The conflicts usually started after young men would drink and sgéatirfg among each
other over theft. Those 7 people who died were left to die of malaria.

The young people have enjoyed more sports since the boom because theshhiad ca
equipment. Kids went to school with more cash than what they weraigs@rto. They
enjoyed a lot of videos and discos too. In many cases a lot of girlsatligo to the
dances because a lot of fights broke out and people got hurt. But i€dbkl/be sure
they were safe they would go. Some eager for the thrill wouldhgoay. Some students
and even some teachers skipped school to farm vanilla.

The DPI officers told them that the vanilla was green gold. Uaderoject called the
SMAP project a training session was offered in early 2005 by Steven and Lynda Augavi.

XI1l. Maprik District interviews
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a.Timingir

Simon Rapissays Timigir, in Maprik District, is made up of five smalllages: Urarim,

Urinitide, Situs, leturu and Angrumbo. The five villages speak the samgeiage, Buki.

The main Church is SSEC (South Sea Evangelical Church), which hasdgudeters in
Brukam Station. Although the Catholic Church entered the areahfagtdid not set up a
church there.

The church has set up a High School, a Primary School and alsotla Eeatre. In 2004
when the price of vanilla was still high the High School took it fntake of Grades 9
and 10.

Simon Rapis is from Urarim village and the Sisirfu clan (baiss1). He is married to a

New Ireland woman, whom he married during the vanilla boom, and they haae t
children. His wife had come to the village to exchange clothevdoilla beans and

Simon met her, and they eventually got married.

Yam is the main staple food in the Maprik area. They use itdor festivals and for
bride price payments and exchanges with other villages. For exaihpleman pays
K1000 for his wife but he’s short of K100 he can add some yams to cover that cost.

Simon first planted his vanilla in 2001. He got his vanilla cuttingsnfryambes in
Dreikikir and now he has two fields of vanilla. Some of the people hatvdawn their
cocoa and coffee trees and have planted vanilla. Some others clegeearéas of land
just for planting vanilla. Simon cleared his old garden site to plant his vanilla.

The vanilla boom has brought many good things to the people. When the mibagtva
people created new business like setting up new trade stores antingpehVs, as

there was enough money to do so. As for Simon’s community they openedotrade

stores and bought two new cars. People were able to afford new likimgdothes,

cooking utensils like pot, plate, mattresses, pillows, bed sheets|ebiagd radios.
However, all these cars and trades stores have ceased operatititantive price of the
vanilla has dropped. Only two trade stores are still operating, apdhdlve no money to
get new stock. There’s no money to buy new parts for the new carbabha been
damaged, either.

Simon’s dream was to build a permanent house, but the fall in price dashed his dream.

Jimmy Timimindua’an is from Timingir, Ward 2 Bumbita LLG.The ancestors of
Timingir in the past used to fight with the Mosengi people nearby.t®tréal fighting,
they left their original place, and went to and live with the Buanp@ople. They stayed
until 1975 and they return back to live at Ambum. During the Australiaan@dlperiod,
Jimmy’'s grandfathers built the road from Bonohoi to Brukam. The Aftea is the
primary landowner, then the Sisirifu clan (of 5 clans). Afosa antuBisork closely and
share land. The clans Karangar and Aingur also work closely and share land.
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Buanisis the name for the ceremony that involves exchanging yams befriemafs
(kawas)This is normally done during the yam harvest season and the bigfegstt
Buanis.When the feast takes place, the men used to exchange with igradsfwith the
yams they harvested. Sometimes those yams will be as bigoase’ posts’. But the
traditional feast is no longer practiced. They only harvest yamgiiristmas or New
Year, when it's celebrated for a ‘get-together’ and that's it.

In Timingir (Ambum) it looks as all the people are cultivating faniJimmy himself
planted his vanilla in 2000. In 2001 he did the looping and in 2003 he did the first bunch.
By 2003 he made is first harvest. As for Jimmy he doesn’t know how waamla trees

he has planted. He estimated that he has approximately 3 setdemofi vanilla. He and

his wife are the only people looking after this plantation (3 softekls of vanilla).
People with more than 500 sticks of vanilla normally take 24 hourdgg)lto pollinate

from 6 am till 7pm in the evening.

During the first harvest he got K50-K60 per kilograms in early 2003 Tline price went

to K750 per kilogram. Those who planted vanilla in 1997-2000 were lucky when the
price was high that time. The DPI during the vanilla boom came andcgavges on how

to boil vanilla, and how to put it in the sun and dry it. They also gaveseswn coffee,

one of which was called ‘Kirapim Gen Coffee,” but many people do not teago back

and work on coffee. But now the price has gone down most have return to lafiking

the cocoa.

Jimmy usually sells his vanilla at RAB (he did not know what Rs&hds for) in Lae.
They go to Ingor nearby in Dreikikir to sell to an Exporter there fae sends it to RAB
in Lae, who export it. The rate depends on the world market. The peoplenmy’s
community don’t sell their vanilla to the Asians. Although the vampitiae has dropped,
Jimmy and others are still looking after their vanilla gardens.

In terms of land disputes, Jimmy and his people did not have many landedispoliems
because they just starting to sell their vanilla in 2003 which tleephave already
reached their peaks and are starting to fall back. And as for tthegmmever took their
vanillas across the border to Indonesia to sell.

In one way vanilla was good. It brought a lot of money into the commandypeople
were able to buy whatever things they needed. However, there werenpsolrh the big
village of Timingir many young men were getting drunken everydam fSunday to
Sunday. In the night the boys were walking up and down carrying bigostersd
screaming and shouting, swearing and disturbing the whole village. diahg village
people complained about the noise, as they could not sleep. Other sociingratmstly
related marriage and family life. Many men got two to thréeesv Often husbands left
their wives for young women.
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In 2003 many young boys went around stealing unripe green beans in thesvdlag
selling them to buyers. Some of the boys used to exchange stock {gedllbd with
vanilla for cartons of beer.

Besides this many problems, many people were neglecting theistemos gardens.
During the boom, they were eating store food and did not bother to dahgaod. Now
that the vanilla price has gone down, the women who came to marria\groivers for
their money have also left and gone back to their places. Peoplerang back to cocoa
and coffee. The market rate is 60t -20t /kilogram for both cash crops.

Cain Irawan got his cuttings of vanilla from Yambes in 199@hat is when he started
planting vanilla in his area in Timingir-Brugam. He said becdugsewned a big area of
land, he planted three gardens of vanilla. In two of his garden’s he hadvargla trees

and in a third he had 300 vanilla trees. He had a total of 2,900 varekaatitegether. He
planted 3 types of vanilla, one small leaf and two big leaves. Ttezatite between the
big leaves is that one gives bunches less than two years and théakéhalmost 4-5

years before it gives bunches. This was how he has observed his. \Butillzefore he

started planting the vanilla he already planted coffee and cocdhatAtime before the
vanilla he was a businessman in his village in Brugam. . He owid\atruck and a

trade store and he himself is a mechanic.

His first vanilla harvest was at the end of 1999 and towards thartsegiof 2000. That
time the price of vanilla was K20.00 to K30.00 per kilograms. So he solhhilia to
one of his friend his friend was a buyer at that time. When the paohle village saw
this they were jealous of him and they make sorcery (wokim poisimhake him
mentally ill Jonglong. So he became mentally affected and started burning down houses,
killing dogs and pigs in the village. One of the buildings he burnt dowrtheaBrugam
Court House. Because of this his wife and children ran away. Thayand stayed with
their mother’s family her big sister and at the moment theysalt living there. Because
he burned the Brugam Court House the magistrate and the councilor totk ¢onmt in
Wewak. He went to Court and was sentence for 14 years in prisooranBC.l. S
Wewak in 2001.

He has already served four years and has ten more years to teohiplerm in jail. He
said he had many dreams and plans what he’ll do with the money thait get from
the sales of the vanilla. Because he was mentally affectedidasns and plans did not
come true. During 2002-2003 he was in jail. His wife and children hads/esdtat they
can harvest and sell, to buy whatever they need. Many of their vhadlas are being
stolen. At the moment he has not interest in vanilla because h¢éhaayse did not see
any of the vanilla’s money. His PMV and his trade store are no Hapgzating because
when he was in prison there was no one to look after his business. Thougtehis
Lamacy was there, she has left his village and has gone twistalier parents in here
own village.
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b. Urita

Ricky Kamba is a school leaver from Urita Village He comes from a mix parentage;
that is, his father is from Maprik and his mother comes from YakamWest Sepik
Province. In his family they are seven altogether in the fatindy is four boys and four
girls. He is the third born in the family and has completed hidegsax (6) at Urita
Primary School. Then he went on to Maprik High School to do grades s@vennine
(9) and was not able to complete his grade ten because there waseyp for school
fee. He returned to the village and started planting coffee and betoee the vanilla
was introduced. In 1999 he planted his first vanilla. He got his cutlings Yambes,
bought them for K5 per cutting. Altogether | spent K250 to get 50 cuttihganilla. His
first sale was in 2002. That time the price was K500 to K600 perr&itegy When he got
his money from his first sales he bought iron roof to build his house an@drated a
trade store. In his trade store he bought a fridge and a geneaitdr,he used sell fresh
meat and chicken. He also sold other goods like rice, flour, tin fisls@ma. While he
was busy doing this he forgot all about saving some money for schedrideforgot all
about going back to school. But the rest of his money he spent on beaxidHbat
before the vanilla boom he and his friends the boys in his villageudeeto make steam
(home brew) and white soup to get drunk. But when the vanilla price glaghay got
the money to buy beer and they were drinking beer.

As a result he did not save any money for his school fees to corhegeade ten. At

the moment he is trying other means to look for school fees. In 2003 Hesafasily

with other families in his village gave a total of 62 kilograaisvanilla to a Middle
person by the name of Nick Klapat. So Nick Klapat got their vaaitid gave it to a
D.P.I officer in Wewak and they exported the vanilla. But the fasnget not money

from the beans exported by the D.P.l Officer. And so they got togatitegot a lawyer

to help them take the D.P | officer and Nick Klapat to court. Tlaewer was Moses
Murray and he stood in the 2002 election and was their former Candidate from their area.

c. Solom

David is half Solom and Buruni(in the Wosera /Gawi Area). He spent his child hood in
his mother’s village at Buruni. When he was 19 years old he wenttbduk father’s
home village at Solom, Dreikikir and got married at the age of 241992 he was
working with the Garamut Enterprises in Maprik as a Senior Supervisor. After his
retirement in 1999 he got married to another women who was his sederahaistarted

a small tavern (club) for selling beer. His business grew bigge bigger and by the end
of 2001 he got married to another woman again. She was his third wim WWcome to
the Vanilla boom in 2003, he got into the Vanilla Wild Fire deal and baughtehicles

in a row, a Toyota Land Cruisers and a Hyundai Dyna. Many people eveaethim the
good the bad the rich including the con man because always that timeyfievanilla
with no grading that is K650 per kilograms.
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As time went by he started getting himself into womanizing antkslfrom place to
place. By the end of 2003, he got married to another woman again arichthiswas a

young lady who was 19 years old and she is half Kerema and YangorweShap to

Solom to look for Vanilla and got engage to David. At the end of 2004 Weesenothing

more left for him and his family. The price has dropped and to hivasta disaster. His
two vehicles broke down threw was not money left for him so he sold them both.

At the moment he is living in town with his fourth wife and a newboroyldeom his
fourth wife.

d. Bonohoi

Roslyn Walchesim is from Bonohoi villagan the Maprik District. She is married with
6 children and is SDA. She said she could not remember the yeandierahusband
started planting the vanilla. They bought 20 vanilla plants or cuttnogs YWosera at a
price of K5.00 per 36 cm (3 joints). From these they planted 4 large vanilla fields.

From her knowledge there were two vanilla trainings were thatgtzae in her village.
The first one was by Alfred from Yambes and the second one waPby&prik. It was
week training on how to plant, pollinate, prune and process vanilla.

Their first sale was of 1 kilogram for which they received K4@e $ale was to a vanilla
buyer in the village, Nelson Wampili, from Bonoho village . At oneestagselyn and

her husband sold 70kg of vanilla to him for K20,000 (roughly K286 per kilo). If they
received K1000. from their sales, her husband would normally give her K2®iyto
household goods and he would get K800.for himself to spend on beer. When he got drunk
he would chase Roselyn and the children out of the house, sometimes heatiipgand
destroying things in the house. When the vanilla price was high it breudbit of
problems to the community as a whole. Women from all over PNG tmfenohoi as

sex workers. Most of them were from Wewak and Highlands.

During the boom, Roselyn her husband spent most of their time in thdlaaatds and
forgot about working in the garden. As a result, now that the pricheof/dnilla has
dropped to K5 per kilo, Roselyn and her family are suffering becaugehthe no
garden food and no money to buy the expensive store food.

At the moment she is happy because the price of the vanilla has depgelis will

help to control the problems. People are now turning back to coffee, vehRbt iper
kilograms (wet beans) and cocoa, which is (wet beans) K1. per kilo.

e. Luaite-Urat

Jenny Keyaka is from Urat village and got married to a Wera man. She is 30 years old
and has 3 children, 2 boys and 1 girl. Her husband is a teacher and Herwarther
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studies up at Goroka. She is now living with her parents with the ehildike any other
place in Maprik she said she and her husband also got some vanilfgscudtbm
Yambes. They also got some from Kimbe in November 1995. It was hérebroho
brought the vanilla from Kimbe to their village. In 1998 they starteddsting their fist
vanilla beans and stored them in the house. In 2000 and 2001 the rate was K®&K100
kilogram.

By 2002 and 2003 everybody we sell their beans for K500 to K800 for one kilo§ham.
said between those two years everybody in the village had moneyripdhkets. This
includes small kids to old people. They bought anything they waned to beytioggall
about saving their money. For them they said that vanilla has brougbtchange to
their lives and “it's like a dream come true”. Like any othelagiés they opened new
trade stores, bought PMV trucks and started mini service stationg #ne high way.
Others build permanent houses.

In 2002 Dreikikir Station received big diesel generator from the Gavent to supply
power to the houses. Now the Government and the mission workers aren@njoyi
service. That time they invited the Prime Minister Mr. Mich&eiare to go and present
the generator to them officially opened the new generator house. Whemiviesl, the
people dressed him with vanilla cuttings and put it around his head. @ixeyhgn some
kilos of vanilla beans. During his speech he also told the people tahewvand money
and use it wisely. But they did not bother to listen to what he agiag The people
were thinking that they would have the money like K2000-K5000 everyday oflithes
until they die.

Now the price has dropped dramatically to K10.00 per kilo for quality bexachd<200-
K500 for the split and over dry beans. The people are now crushing #thirated did
not know what to do with their vanilla beans that are now in the house.

There were also many problems that arise in the village and atherfgmilies at the
time of the boom. Husbands left their wives and children and went lookimgoting
women to become their second and third wife. Most of the women that ttey came
from all over PNG. Some went to exchange store goods with vaniiey dGame with
things such as clothes, radios, &ildims and so on. After exchanging everything they
went on to sell themselves for vanilla beans or cash money. Someaderfew months
marriages. After they get what they wanted they would leave bwyfriends or
husbands and go back to where they come. This is what actually happafiesvak
during the vanilla boom. Women were selling themselves for sex. Yoursgamaymen
were exchanging vanilla for beer, radios, batteries, trousers amgdmae other things.
People were so busy with vanilla that they did not time to makkgand they don't eat
garden food. Most of the time they buy from the market as they have more money.

Steven Sembrihel is Councilor of Ward 32 Luaite-Urat/ Wam.The people at Luaite

migrated from Urat and Wam areas in Maprik Districts. Stevéamily is from Urat,
whereas many of the other people are from Wam. There came dueingiteat great
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great parents’ time. The land now they are sitting on belongs to ahiegsma Tribe’ A

fight broke out and they left their land, so the Urat and Wam cameseitled it. The
population for Luaite village is about 400+ (the 2000 census which was 388). The
collect head taxes of K20 per head, from which K5 goes to the Ward{Endo the
Council.

During the boom, the Councilor did not face any problem regarding land dispute
killings or rape in his Ward. (Despite their land tenure complications).

From 1963 to 1980 Steven was a Field Assistant with the Departméntary Industry
in Maprik. While he was there the DPI introduced coffee and cocoa.

The people from Luaite are situated in a central location, andsgfesk or comprehend
many languages: Wam (their main language), Urat, Bubute, Muaianakidganak (not
to mention Tok Pisin and English). Wam language covers Luaite, Wrebjni, Areseli,
and Waringama; and they also speak Urat and Bumbita and Bugi.

Most of their traditional practices have died out due to the influehdke Missions.
Today the three main churches: SDA, SSEC and Nazarene. They nodondect their
yam festival, and this change precedes the introduction of vanilla/ahdestival is like

a race for status and power; it's basically about bigmanship, dhaeddor says. Those
that harvest more and give more to thiewas or exchange partners are considered
bigger men.

In the past, if a member of the family had done something wrongsgrmegumawill kill a
person from that family or clan. Today they no longer follow this aflesanguma
through the family line. Now they hisangumalf somebody wants to kill someone they
give the money to the sanguma and he does it.

They used to exchange with the people from the Coast that is MaaepadMagamul.
They would go to their traditional friends, calladt'man’ and collect salt water from
the sea and walk back for a whole day.

Before vanilla, people used to plant peanuts, and with that money theyl Stetting up
small businesses. Although the price of peanut was not high, it assnable because
prices in the stores were cheap. After peanuts they plantednicéook it to Subari, a
neighboring station, to mill. It was the women who used to carryitbets Subari, on
their heads. After rice they planted coffee. This was when hemae@a DPI field

19| yaite has four (4) clans:
1. Milnebe (which means ‘het blong yam’)
2. Tineme (meaning ‘kuru blong yam’)
3. Korongbok(are group of people that have migrditech Emul which is the next village. It is the
name of the village from Yakgormbok
4. Semi Permuta( meaning ‘smell kapul/cuscus wines in coconut and sago’).
The Milnebe are the ones that own the land.
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assistant. He says the planting of cash crops in the ESRIstdated and went down to
the coast.

The people here at Luatie got their vanilla from Yambes. There avéew people who
planted the vanilla first and they got a lot of money and build perm&woeises. Here at
Luaite 1 there are five people who build permanent houses, as thethe/dirst to work
ahead of us all in planting vanilla beans. But all of us worked ilatptanting vanilla.
There are eight people in Luaite 2 who now have permanent houses;etteeglso the
first vanilla growers. “As for the rest of us we planted the laafate, and we were about
to catch up with them when the prices dropped.”

Those that planted the vanilla first were those who planted in tre $897 and 1998.
The rest waited to see what they’d make before they planted, the biyne they realized
vanilla was so good, it was too late. They planted in 2000 and in 2001and topehe
they harvested at the end of 2003 the boom had passed. “When our vanileadiag r
was the end of the peak and we just made our first sales and that was it.”

“So those that planted first now live in permanent houses, have gooddigimd cars
and trucks and generators.” Those that planted later in 2000 and 2001 haddte $tr
meet the cost of goods in the stores. Other prices also wentgskyHoir instance, during
the boom the fare for PMV’s from Luaite to Wewak was K25-K30 anthftuatie to
Maprik was K10. But now the fares are back to normal and the trip namite to
Wewak is K20, and from Luaite to Maprik is K5.

By 2004 the vanilla price had dropped, and by 2005 it went down to K5 per kilogram.

During the boom the road access was poor. Their relatives livingnul &llage, inland,
actually pooled their money and paid a company to fix and connectdhdito the main
road. Misim village also extended their road to Namaisum whiehbg inland in the
Alexandria Mountains.

No one from the government or the Spice Board came around to help titeanrfiarket
for their vanilla. They tried their best to find their own mark&tany young men went
over to Jayapura to sell their vanilla. Even now there is no buyemgomilLuatie for

vanilla. A few who used to come have their price set at K5-K10 pmyrkins (whereas
before it was about K600- K700 per kilo). Many of the people here have cut ttiew

coffee trees to plant vanilla.

The biggest problem parents are facing is paying school fees. pdagpts are struggling
with this. Children who had been enrolled at High School or Primary Stlave not

been able to complete their educations. Teachers are calling arounahdoagain for

school fees. The school fees were high during the boom, too. There aeyesohool

leavers who were not able to continue because the fees were K1000 to K1500.

For us the people here we are suspecting that all those Asiggshere that include
Papindo who is the major buyer have ruined our market of vanilla. Thaysive
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price of vanilla has dropped. We know that because during the boom those Asia
living in Maprik and in Wewak got together and hold meetings on how tloeydw

buy vanilla and control the market of vanilla. The people here in Sepuapecting

that when those Asians bought the vanilla they went and hid them anatesnes

in Indonesia they branded and labeled it has PNG vanilla. Becauseeodosnet use
fertilizer to grow them. As for Indonesians they use to usdifertiso its not good
guality as Sepik vanilla. So when it was sold out to the world markes bad in
quality. Papindo were the ones who spoiled the market. Even though other ikeyers |
Alan Bird, Agmark and Spice Tech wanted to come in and buy the vdpéfando
locked them out and did not let them to buy vanilla here at Maprik.

Steven thinks that Somare must be behind Papindo’s bad prices.

When we take our vanilla to sell at Papindo they tell us that tpdéebf is much
better than the small leaf has it has good quality. But when theyt Itiigy buy it
with the same price for both of the types of vanilla. That's whydeenot want
Papindo, Wewak 99 and others to buy our vanilla because they are cheativig us
want buyers from Australia, New Zealand, America or other cosntaebuy our
vanilla and not the Asians.

Here at Luatie we do not have any association that we would expsetlylithrough to
overseas. Only at Emul they have an association which they hagenaels to export
direct overseas. So they used to export directly overseas to lsuattd America. Just
recently we sold our vanilla there but the money has not come Wgedold about 100+
Kilograms or vanilla to America and this we have got our money back.

Now when the price is low the price stands as K5 a kilo for tegjeloeans or even as far
as K1 per kilo. They are labeled as rejected because they ageawin quality. The
have lose color and are split beans or with spotted marks. The gooy tealits are
usually labeled as super black. Many people have loss interest imgiamkiheir fields.
Many of the vanilla trees are not pollinated and as a resullatwert fall off. People are
no longer cleaning and pruning their vanilla trees. The bush and shrutakiageover
the big vanilla fields Many of the beans that are ripe the peopt®tdoollect them any
more. They just leave them there and they fall off onto the ground.

In terms or benefit the vanilla has brought there was not much becerse of the

people that time did not plant the vanilla. Only a few who plante¢ @ar1997-1999

were able to benefit from the boom in 2002-2003. As the whole lot of peopdetkisy

planted late in 200 and 2001 that's when the boom came about they waréhgetest

their beans. As for those who were able to sell their beans thetytar Jayapura to sell
their beans. In terms of houses in Luaite alone there are 14 pedpleiith@ermanent
houses from the vanilla money.

In the past when people were planting cocoa and coffee they usuliyga@ens to eat

from. However, when the vanilla was introduced people no longer make gasietis
their time they spend in the field pollinating and tending their agtptions of vanilla
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field. The money they get they go for store goods. So during the boom irr@6@0D03
people were living on money and not making their gardens. As a rdseift the price
dropped people were starving as they had no food to survive on. So the peoydes are
going back to making gardens and turning back to cocoa and coffee especially.

During the Vanilla boom in 2002 to 2003 there were many bad things thah&ppened

and went out of control. Those who planted early in 1997 and 1998 did saw the money
but they were using their money unwisely. For instance, in eveaggilyou go drinking

is seven days a week. There were lots of clubs and bottle shops thed opeduring that

time. As money was high men went for 2 to 3 wives leaving their fives with the
children. Women came from all over the country to exchange sex milavdBesides

this, holdups along the Maprik Highway were common, by youths and gangs from
Yangoru and Kubalia living along the Highway. Many times people iray@long this

road have lost thousand of their money which they have sweated, for along this highway.

During the vanilla boom Steven as a Councilor said nobody listen to himyoUms
boys especially did not bother about the council day (Mondays) and drankAs Ibe
described them many of them drank beer likaglong’. Now the price has gone down
Steven said the people are now listening to him again and are agteadCouncil day.
That is from 2004 and 2005 people started to come back and listen to the Councilor.

XIII.Dreikikir/Ambunti District interviews

In Dreikikir District the team went to inland to remote villagancluding Yambes 1 and

4, Lanining Guap, Yakrumbok and Baglo. Yambes is known to be the ‘birthplace’ of
vanilla because Alfred Chambram (Jamram?) Introduced it thetieei early 1990’s.
from whence it spread to other villages in Dreikikir and Maprik. Wesnis located
within the Alexandria Mountain ranges that border the coastline up aodlhe people
further west in Sundaun Province. Lanining Guap, Yakrumbok and Paglo atecalsal

on similarly rugged terrain but are situated farther westhto horder of Sundaun
Province. The remaining villages visited in Dreikikir Districticluding Thaiunge,
Musulo, Musunau, Nanaha, Musumblem and Musungawa are all located aloki§iDrei
Nuku Highway and near the Dreikikir Station.

a. Yambes Villages (1,2,3,4)

Sarah Rudolfis from Yalangel (from Puakil clan, meaning red taro), marodtinbes,
but she has no children. She is married to Rudolf whose wife died leAvingwo
children.*!

* She comes from Ibilek in Talangel, which meanshedbilek gave birth to Lowenk, Lowenk gave birth
to Kakak, Kakak gave birth to Yamai (the fathens)l she Yaiyai gave birth to Inglap(the childrenpghe
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Yambes yam exchange

Exchanging food is a sign élamudongwhich means brotleood. Whe
they exchange food it shows that they are one (wanbel) or in the ¢g
they saybuaibuaimeaning that they are happy with each other. tihdc
munik or friend is not chosen according to a particular group or cle
may be anybody from another clan. During the exch@kaeag they lool
after pigs, make gardens and plant taro, banana, pit oit and others
these have been planted they mgaeamutand bring it in. They also ma
a hausboiand bring thegaramutinto the hausboi.Then thg bring the
yams and mami into the house to store them there. The women
allowed to see the yam house, or they will be killed by sorcetgr ghey
have prepared they the food and the pigs, they exchange with the
These exchange shave beerpare din their own houses and they k
them into the village arena. Then the wives will exchange ane sk¢
food for each of their husband’s kawas. This they usually do during tf
followed by the men playing bamboo flutes while the women darice.
bamboo flute is calledingum.This is the flute the men play also play w
they catch a wild pig. In the morning the feast is over and mesugtc
hunt for pigs.

Yalangel pots

The people from Yalangel are potters who n
clay pd since their tumbuna’s time. In th
language they call the clay pMarup. The eart
they used to make the clay pot is callg@rup-
Nibiliek. For the women there they used to mak
different kinds of clay pot; big, small and |
different use. One idor cooking sago, other f{
cooking greens, aran and garden food. The or
cooking greens is calledlarankup. Marpusngeis
the big ones that used for cookirapus soup
Tumbomis the one used in custonkKgwag for
exchanging food with theumbu munikwho is the
(yam) exchange partner and friend.

In the past they used to maggaramus but today they don’'t make them anymore. It was
forbidden for women to come and see it. If they do the sound won’t coareacié loud.
Apart from using thgaramut, they also use cowry shells for communication.

children gave birth to Nubuai (the grand children). Her father is from Mel'lkesidribe while her mother
is from Amupual tribe. Both her parents are fromaYigel. Her father is from Numba (dog) clan whikr h
mother is from Puakil clan. Her husband is alsanfrBuakil clan but he his from another origin. dt i
always a mark of cultural integrity that someone datail their clan history to this extent.
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Luke Markel is a vanilla grower in Yambes 4. He is married to a woman in his own
village and they have one child. As for him and his wife they planted 8aftilla plants.
Their first harvest was 23 kilograms of vanilla beans which tludg and received
K12,000 (roughly K522 per kilo). That was in 2003 when the [export] price Wa&d K
per kilogram. All grades of bean A, B, and C were sold at the paice2 Now that the
price has dropped the rate is K5.00 per kilograms for A grade beans.

In his village Luke and his clan members ofb@aion Clanare running their own
company to export their vanilla beans to overseas market. Their Cospamge is
Masani Ltdand his headed by Mr. and Mrs. Roy Markel. They both live and work in
Madang Teachers College and Mrs. Markel, Ruth, also works with Sikei charge of
the Vanilla International Transaction. The company is newly egidtand they haven't
exported any vanilla beans yet.

The vanilla boom hit its peak in 2003 and really changed the lives gbebple in
Yambes. Like many other villages that experienced the boom theynbadremoney to

buy household goods such as clothes, beddings, cooking utensils, gardening tools,
generators, solar panels, radios, bicycle and building materialsasuicbn roofs, iron

posts, plywood, timber and nails. Store goods were bought in bulk for use, satdor
Three PMV trucks were bought. The villagers hired machines to heldoad to their
village. They had enough money to pay for their children’s school feasy Mf them
traveled out of their village and to other provinces.

When the vanilla price was high people drank beer all seven dayska Wee beer price
was K96 for a carton. Men from 14 to 50 years old consumed more beer.nkam he
buys 3-4 cartons of beer and drinks with his friends. As for womenrmb¥a only few
females were involved. As for the men when they get drunk they haatwives and
children and damage the things in the house. Some quarrel with tih&ingrmates and
fight among themselves. They used this Pidgin term or phrase when they are drunk.

Raun wan , yumi wasim tuhat long skin pastim behain long narapela taim yumi savim
long wokim gutpela wok or baim gutpela samting. Larim nau yumi dring bia, painim
meri ha hamamasim bodi blong yumi. Prais bai stap olsem 10 pela yiar mo. So no
ken wari tumas long savim moni dring | go inoap moni | pinis. Vanilla | no drai em
stap laip yetso drink to the last penny.

Sexworkers went to Yambes selling sex for money. The Yambesvogd tell them,

‘One kilo, onekuap’ Some women from around PNG went to Yambes to become second
or third wives to married men, creating problems with first wiv&sme of them were
underage and/or became pregnant. There was also abuse and compeetc#l
exploitation of children.

In Yambes many children left school to work in their own vanillad§elSome parents

forced their children to got to school and their children would reply t&'tiae use of
going to school? We have the money on our land.’
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The nearest Primary School is at the Dreikikir station. OreGsatholic Church-run and
the other is government-run. It takes the students two hours to walkYfaonies to
Dreikikir. They stopped going in part because of the distance.

The boom made people to cut down many of the forested areas to makee gentiéns.
This has caused soil erosion and landslides. There are not enougio tbedd houses
and the people have to walk long distances to hunt for wild pigs, cusclksiagaloos.
Before vanilla they had also planted other cash crops such as cocoeffard Coconut
is mainly used for cooking and eating.

When the vanilla price dropped to K5 per kilograms the people of Yandwesl f
problems. There was no money to complete the incomplete permanent Atwesesvas
no money to pay for school fees and clinic fees and there was hoftggrden food
because people spend a lot of their time working in the vanilla feeldsstopping to
work in their gardens.

In Yambes there’s one Aid Post but nobody to work in that Aid Post. Theeptugrke
have to walk 2 to 3 hours to Dreikikir Health Centre to take tredtihéhey are sick. To
get there you have to walk up and down the valleys and rugged mountainsLiWéat
Markel and his people want now is a good road; they want a commuhdglsand a
health worker for their Aid Post. Above all they want the vanilla price to go up again.

b. Nanaha

Councilor and Parish Chairman Barth Lombare, Nanaha Village,Dreikikir Ward 3.
Barth has been Parish Chairman for 12 years and Councilor for 3 {arag the
vanilla boom, he says, there were changes in the community; peopleonag to do
what they wanted. They opened bank accounts when they couldn’t before. Titey wa
to build permanent houses, and they started with roofing iron, posts, irorapdstsher
things. But they couldn’t complete the houses before the price of vanilla dropped.

People also went over the Councilor or above the law and some vilkageharch
leaders. He found it very hard because people had money and everyoneravaadhe
there. Every Monday is council rule day, but at that time they neawae up for the
work. Youths in Ward 3 are drinking beer every day, 7 days a week, eveandayS
because everyone had money. Leaders or councilors have no power to comieoipliee
there was so much money flowing into the area, they saw money every day.

Men were marrying 2-3 wives, and the women came from all over. BNGwhen the
prices dropped, they all went away—they'd only come for money. Peopke ateisk
from AIDs.

FTM is an earth moving company, based in Lae (PNG owned) that woAusrd
contract to work on the Drekikir to Wara Sikau highway. While workifang the
Drekikier/ Wara Sikau Highway, one of the machines had a faileaklzed ran into the
Councilor's canteen at Nanaha village. Because the canteen wasnawa, it was still
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unstocked. As the leader of the community, the Councilor asks them taantkénd a
compromise solution. However, they never turned up, even after severatiomgt So
he took it into his own hands and summoned them to court to pay for the darhage
company had yet to pay compenatiom when our team visited the site.

In the community only one person bought a Toyota land cruiser but mosttohéhthey
used hire cars. Someone would hire a car at Dreikikir and theysegalit, so they would
hire too. As Chairman of the Dreikikir Parish the offerings at tinae would be K500,
600, 700 and 800; they'd put the family offerings in an envelope and sendhi¢ to t
church. Women would go to church, not the men. But they didn’t get involved inhchurc
activities during the boom. Now they all have come back to church. Pastather
churches were put under great temptation at that time. Theydnekéng because they
had money.

In his ward the kids at the time went to school because they kneunguogtance of
school. In some other areas they didn’t go to school, they would justupa&ed go to
their gardens to pollinate vanilla, their parents allowed them to.Kidse would say
they’'d been going to school to get work and earn money, and now they had sooney
school was a waste of time. The parents didn’t see the importance of education.

He also says they didn’t have land disputes in his village. Theytasedrk coffee, and
then they cut their trees down for vanilla gardens. They kept thetracbecause of their
two cocoa fermentaries, which means that’s what they're igftmow. (In other villages
they spoiled their cocoa and coffee gardens for vanilla.) Some of Witsestill have
cocoa gardens are a bit of all right. The price is 60t /kilo, sdemtbag is about K200
at Garamutor Anton Ariga (buyers).

They formed a group called Macro PNG in their ward area, andhgoteixport license in

2004. The chairman is Mr. Barth Lombor, vice-chair is Mr Steven, egres Mrs.
Marian and Treasurer is Mr. Benny.
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c. Wara Sikau

The launching of a coffee co-operative soceity in Wara Sikdti 22y, 2005, was the
occasion for a dignitaries to make speeches, some of which weallerdo record.
Unfortunately, not all of these officials were identified by tHeif names. There was
also a cerificate presented to the local coffee growers society by PN&: @aitifica.

John, the Chairman of the PNG Coffee Federation and Vice Chairman of PNG
Coffee Pacifica:

When we took our coffee to American coffee specialist associdtien,told us that

we were the first group in the world to create such marketing Migians that we
were first to plant coffee on our own land and took it to America alhd surselves.

So what you people are doing is good because you are going to help albthes

in the third world countries like us so they too can benefit. Weharéetiders in this
work and we have big advertisements and people are reading aboutnirearer It

looks as everyday we get request from people about our coffee. Soofiaer anly
makes 1 million bags of coffee but the requests that are coming awver 8 to 11
million bags of coffee. So demand is very big and | want young peoplartbmore
coffee because there is market. At the moment we have another rativ@pén
Africa they have requested to come inside with our company Pacifteat is
because we could not meet the demand of over 20 million bags. Thidfiisttiene

in PNG for the Federation to take the coffee of our local groaedssell it in the
world market. And this is not the people who have education and knowledge but for
small people like you and me who have voluntarily come to work with us.the®u
people in the village you don’'t have to wait for an educated person, you have
wisdom. Wisdom was with us and that was passed on, frorntuolounas Use this
wisdom to help yourselves. This is the first co-operative we haveled in East
Sepik and West Sepik is not yet. And | am happy that you are hemnassvthe fruit

of your hard work and that is to get the certificate of your shares.

The first certificate is from the company Coffee PacificaAkowes Co-operative
Society. | want to refer back to what the DPI officer have sdidut small co-
operative society. The Sepik Co-operative society was not succbssause it was
too big to manage and many of the members did not benefit from tletysddiat's

why we thought that it would be much easier if we could manage omeagnity

based co-operative society so that it would be easier to manag®laadroblems
when they arise.

So before | give the certificate, |1 would like to announce that ‘arether group
who have already set up here. The people from Laning Guap have givezO5@ tid
start their co-operative society. So when | go back to AmeridasnVegas | will
bring back the certificate for the people there. So | would likastothe people of
Ambunti/ Drekikier District that you should come up with many co-opeaocieties
because you are the leading growers of coffee in East Sepik Rrovimitl give this
certificate to the Akowes Chairman to show that you are now hawariegeshare
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holders of Pacifica. This share certificate has 1000 shares \¢hid8$3000. The
certificates here is worth K9000.

Mande Sowong, DPI Officer for Ambunti/Dreikikir District.

As a DPI officer here at Dreikikir, | am very pleased to bee lveith you today and
thank you for inviting me over. As for myself when | finished my scimgoin Hagen

| have come here to Drekikier and have walked from Paglo all tiieon&/ara Sikau
and meet with the people. On behalf of the Administration of the Deeattof
Primary Industry in East Sepik, | would like to say | am very prihad the PNG
Coffee federation is now able been able to set up an office ini¢anir sell our
coffee in the world market. This is one of the biggest achievenventsave ever
achieved. | know you people are always complaining about Didman not doing thei
work but we have tried our best as possible as we could as thaveais financial
problems to support our plans. Today | feel so relieved that some efdbeserns
have now been taken over by this Company, Coffee Pacifica. You have seen
Agamark and other agencies like this, they have networks all arouhe wvorld,
that’'s why it is easy for them to buy the cashcrops and sell théhe world market.
Agmark is not PNG owned but it's white man’s business. So is Papihdohave
their own networks that are often cheating us in our cash crops.nthides coffee,
cocoa and vanilla. Coffee is a good cash crop that will bring in goodymdhese of
you who have cut down your coffee trees | am sorry for you because yeuda
work hard again. Coffee was here before and through the coffee momeyweave
some of us holding big positions in government departments and compamias. It
the first cash crop that brought cash income into the remote gill&gpedon’t try to
do away with it because it still has value in the long run.

And also another thing is that, the market for coffee is not good aenl wfien you
go to Rural Development Bank or other banks to get a loan, they Mhlbtethat the
coffee price is very low and we cannot lend you the money becauseilybave no
money to repay the loan. So it is true that most of you cannot get foamgénks for
the coffee, as the prices at Agmark and Simbu coffee are tod tmay | assure you
that, with the support of PNG Coffee Federation and Coffee Pagtbcawill get a
loan when the price is stabilized. | apologize because most ofntleewthen you
people come to the office to ask me to do a report for you to geinall felt that it
was hard as the price of coffee is not good and it was not stahio it's better to
create small Co-operative Society in the village that itlvdleasy to manage, easy to
solve problems when problems arise, rather going all the way taaW®nook for a
Board of Directors or Chairman to do business. A good example is S&pik
operative Society. The members are from all over Sepik. It'syabig co-operative
Society and hard to manage. As a result, some of the shareholderaov@ble to
get their interest and have died and gone.

Chairman Kawanga LLG:
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| want to thank you all for coming. | want this to happen at Wam/LIt&ts so that
they can also experience this type of things. This is at KombidJandand | want
this to happen in Wam Urat also. With regards to coffee, | wataltgou that | am
somebody who went to school and completed my school through coffee money. | did
not complete my school with other cash crops, or vanilla. Many of us tbhdaght
that vanilla, the ‘green gold’ would last long. Coffee is the cash that made all of
us become somebody as who we are today. With this | would like tadsayt want
only to see the members of Akowes [a village Cooperative Sodreiy
Yakgrumbok-Kombio LLG] to get their share certificate, but | alsant to see
people from Drekikir, Kawanga and Maprik to have the certificatéhad we all
become the full members of the Federation and Coffee Pacificaexiit@nation is
very clear to us, so it is [up to ] us the local farmers anfMarat LLGs to work hard
to be successful. This is a challenge to us all the local farheze. With that, | want
to say that agriculture is the key to everything. Here for dl@®@years we have been
planting and harvesting coffee, and as compared to vanilla we have ankgdafor
10 years, and it has only come and gone for good. So I'm so proud and bwgaset t
such gatherings happening all throughout all districts in the Epst Beovince. The
most resource [rich] area in East Sepik province are the Dreikild Kawanga
LLGs. We are the ones that promote the name of Sepik coffee am@dethe name
for Maprik. We in Dreikikir also bailed out the East Sepik ProvinGavernment
and Papua New Guinea as a whole with our vanilla and coffee. Althoughtimees
they consider us the last in East Sepik, we have contributed a pobnmoting the
name of the East Sepik Province. With that | want to thank you all.

Chairman of Drekikir LLG:

| want to thank the Akowes Co-operative Society for inviting usoathé launching

of the Society here in Wara Sikau. | am proud and support all of ybuJafitn who
stood all behind this hard work. My sincere acknowledgement,to Akowes Co-
operative Society, the people of Urim and Kawanga, Kombio and Wamilat
have come here. As many of the members have said, are we goiogktbard to
earn a good living or we might leave the coffee and work in our gaeshehgo to the
bush. If we work hard we will be successful. | want us to go back teikbages and
work on our land so that we can benefit from it. So those of us who did ardt pl
coffee should go and cut new bushes and plant coffee and those who havelpianted
have not looked after it should go back and clean it up because this is our chance.

Today we will witness the Akowes Co-operative Society gettisighare certificate

in world market were it will allow them to trade in world markehe certificate will

be given by the chairman of Pacifica and also the chairman of PNG coffee federation.
On behalf of Akowes | would challenge you all that this is the fiinse in East Sepik
Province to have such Society. We have left coffee for so long aine aibffee work

have fallen apart. | want all the people to support me togetherilvewvup coffee

mill here as | alone could not do it on my own with Akowes. The locatiahwe are

in is a central location between East and West Sepik wherewid et up a mill. So

I'm asking you people do you support what I'm trying to do. We have invited
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members from the parliament Tony Aimo to come today but he is netibeay to
hear what | would like to say.

Coffee drying in Laning Guap

d. Laning Guap

Enos Gaise is from Laning Guap villageDreikikir District, and a member of Yarim
clan. Yarim clan meansiumutor bandicoot which is black and white in color. Lanining
refers to the ‘galiptree’ and wap means ‘ton tree. Laning Guapdlita land boundries
with the following villages. Yakgibok, Grungnam , Kilmangleng, Winiiamiaopicoat.
Enos completed Grade 6 at Ygrimbok Community School and he is margeddman

in his own village. He has four children. Enos has planted 500 vanilla pta2@91. His
first harvest was in 2004 and he sold 3 kg of vanilla beans at Papindmd/amd
received K900.00. During that time, his wife fell sick and was additdo Dreikikir
Health Centre where she died after a week. So all the monegtheag spent on her
hospital fees and funeral.

During the peak of the vanilla boom in 2003 people came from Wewak torgyechath
them for vanilla beans. Some came with store goods such as clotliesahkdipots and
plates. For instance a pair of shoe would exchange for 150 beans,d phaorts is
exchanged for 200 beans and a watch for 50 beans. A shirt for 150 bealis,(amall
portable ones) for 1000 beans, speaker for 300 beans and Solar beans for 1700 beans.

Before the vanilla came to Laning Guap, the people planted coffemena © earn their
income. The cocoa price was 70t per kilograms (wet beans) and qoftee was
K1.00/kg (dry beans). Most of the people there planted the vanillaridteviaen their
beans were ready for sale the price dropped. Only a few of thela 81& 4 rounds of
sales.

Enos added that for the people at Laning Guap the vanilla boom did ndtthéecso

much because they were still making gardens, and working on coffeeoeod trees.
There are not many environmental damages done.
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The village of Laning Guap has an SSEC-run Health Centre andnarf?rschool. The
main churches there are SSEC and SDA. Bernard Malaowo who iseidléh HCo-
ordinator for SSEC mission introduced the Healthy Island concept toilthge. This
concept helped them to beautify their village and raise its cleanliness and hygiene

The only thing they want is for the government to fix their road deiofor them to sell
their vanilla, coffee and cocoa.

XIV. Wosera-Gaui District interviews

Wosera-Gaui District covers the Torricelli foothills around the Amogu and Nanu rivers
south of Maprik, and down below to the plains and swamps of the Sepik Haliethe
northern fall of the Central Range. The estimated rural populatitmeigear 2000 was
46 000, but the highest densities are around Hayfield just south of Mapeke Ts
significant out-migration from the Sepik Valley to Lae and Madang, from the Wosera
area to Lae and Hoskins. It was predicted by the PNG Rural Devetdgtandbook in
2000 that were the Hoskins settlers to return, serious land problems wocir.
(Hanson et al 2000:219)

The Yam Ceremony

There are four stages to the ceremoplgnting, growing, harvesting anc
celebrating. The planting stage is restricted to certain males and inv
ritual information for digging the holes and planting the tubers. Theegae
must first ¢ all observe certain taboos: no sex, no eating meat, a
associations with family members. “It is like sacrificisgme of the bas
needs,” one team member observed. After a period of abstinence, s
place from early October to late Janudtystarts with cleaning the garden.
big man must then dig a big hole and then cover the hole again witlugheu
soil. He then collects the magic leaves, including vanilla, and uses these

the yam tubers. And he does this with a chant or magic pragemir
kanjakanja, simbiwangi(we were told).Sigir kanjakanjainstructs the yam

grow fast and long despite difficulties in the soil like poor natdgthis is like

cassowary ranging through the bush for fo®&irgir means cassowa
Simbiwangimeans smooth skin and best describes the eels and fish
scales. The hope is that the yam will have very smooth skierwidtds, an
while no women and children can view, the yam is planted
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In the growing stage intensive care is given tbesbers to k
sure they are properly drained and directed in their growtt
gardenr digs a hole to see that the yam is not branching o
if he finds that it is, he willl prune it with a knide or bam
shard. Always this happens in private, foarfehat if someor
else views this they will die or suffer physical disabititie he
harvesting stage involved digging up the yam, which is
done in private. A hole is dug sideways, with digging s
and/or spades, to avoid scratching the yam.

Thefestival is the biggest Wosera tradition, and it is performed between ddn&ugust

All the villages take part and it involves a number of stag@st people araotified of
the harvest festival. Then peogleepare for the feastgathering foos, pigs, chickens i
such, and constructing a small yam house on the ground for the exhibition andifiru
yams. Then the yams dlined up inside the house, and decorated with traditional pe
designs and headdresses. They are displayed for joeiggd in terms of the quality «
their skin, how smooth they are, and their length. People voting will put anarieon th
longest yam. Traditionadongs are sungwhile the yams are lined up, which every
sings. This goes on for an wle night while feast food is prepared. The following d:
when visitors can enter and view the yams. Follwing thisfdbd is served and th
longest yam is announced. This brings great prestige to the wirreefestival is alway
shared withkawas meaning friends and yam exchange partners. Gifts of yam ae
and debts created for the partner to return in the next ceremony.

Agriculture on the Amogu River floodplain is characterized by intengam cultivation.
This is where the Abelam gardening skills are most evident, wheople wait 3—-5
plantings before allowing a fallow period of 1-4 years. This is wheg mound and
drain the yams skillfully. Sago is the most important food in th@kS€alley and its
importance ranges all the way north to the Hayfield area, whespjte intensive yam
production, it remains the staple food year-round. There are nevertlesdgsss
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nutritional deficiencies in the diet, according the National Naotrdl Studies, as reported
by the PNGRDH (Ibid).

Some land degradation seems to exist in the Wosera hills, and cdméitie the
population densities, the PNGRDH in 2000 could already predict futuredaneisi in the
area. There is nevertheless good land potential and a reasonabketacrvarkets in the
Wosera. Cocoa, fresh food and betel nut were the established smalltadtezarning
activities in the area in 200Robustacoffee was well established, but its price was
depressed. (Ibid)

Our team visited or spoke with villagers from the following lawadi in Wosera:
Kumunikim 1, 2, and 4 (Tatemba); Kaugia Health Centre; the PolateoSt Saint Ana
Primary School in Kaugia; the LLG Ward Chamber; Kolongu 1, 2 and Bafizh);
Blamda; Telenge; Gatikim; Gwaiwaru; and beyond Wosera DistiactUtamuf;
Mamalimbi; llaita; Stakim; Laienga; Ingalimbi 1 and 2; and Muf#, and 3 in Maprik
District.

In Tatamba Village the team was able to observe and margpetigipate in the Yam
Ceremony occurring 9 July, which enabled them to see the naturewhtatintinuity in
a region that had been less affected by the vanilla boom than its neighbors.
After the judging in Tatamba, the winner told our team:

| kept sacrificing beliefs to go about planting the yam, and afgayled to God to

give me the best yam. That's the whole reason | am the winrtee gfam festival
because of the quality yam that | am producing.
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a. Kumunikum 1

Their ward Member is Caspar Waiyu who is also the Vice President of the Was&ra L

Wet season is early December to March, and dry season Mdsgtéo September. The
latest population count taken by the PNGIMR was 908 in June 2005, weolderd heir
LLG Member is Casper Waiyu. Kumunikim people originally came fisitaka. They
still communicate exclusively by use of tharamut conch shells and word of moutf.

In the past women were kept in the haus meri for six months during fifst
menstruation. Afterwards, she would be dressed in traditional dresakamdout with a
big singsing and feast, and if a customary marriage had beewedrahe young lady
would be taken to her betrothed’s home.

The male initiation ceremony was called #angal ceremony, for young men age about
15 and older. Boys would be separated from family for six months. Liniaghaus man
and fed only by men. They would learn moral conduct, traditional myth&fdelnd

12 Their two major clans are Wama (the cockatoo) aiah @he parrot), and the subclans are Numapati,
Giniko, (head and tail, under Wama) and Makapati Afaikapati (big and small, under Gian). Marriage i
exogamous and inheritance is patrilineal.
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legends: all the necessary prerequisites to male adulthood. tAétesix months, they
would be dressed up and feted with a singsing.

The three major ceremonies still practiced in the villagettegedeath ceremony, which
involves a long mourning period; the bride price ceremony where up yawl@(shell
money) and roughly 1000 kina is the normal price; and the yam festival.

The village churches are Catholic, AOG and SDA. Catholic is thgebt, then AOG
(they have churches), and then SDA, which has no church yet. They haveiltageys
working outside of town returning for holidays only. But there are no Usityer
graduates, one grade 12 graduate, and 4 male and 2 female grade ten leavers.

They also have cocoa and coffee as cash crops, beside vanilla. Now thegentrated
on cocoa, in response to the devaluation of vanilla. They cultivate yarmamdl and
sago. There is a road link to the village and the Sepik highway, angoset road, but
it's in bad condition and trucks cannot make it through.

There are marasin meri who work as volunteers to provide basic meds toples fgeere
is also an aid post funded by the SDA located north of the village rhatiswhere a
nurse gives first aid or refers them to the Kaugia Healthr€e®d minutes’ walk away.
They still die of malaria, and suffer from poor drinking water. €was not enough
water in the tanks when we visited, and although they had patched theTlaeksvere
still low. They also use well water, which is not safe. These are the two majcmsobl

The Elementary school caters for prep one and two and is staffedeblpcal teacher.
Then there are Sitaka and Kaugia Primary schools for grade8.3Sitaka is the AOG
funded school and Kaugia is the Catholic one, and both are 30 minutes’ waliedrest
High School is Maprik; the other secondary schools are Passimndatiigh School,
Yarapos and Brandi Secondary School.

They have a soccer field but it's bushy from disuse. They alsdwwateos for a 50t gate

fee on weekends. The village has three privately owned trade &iofeEssic necessities.
People also sell black market goods for money. The local marletKsugia station
where garden produce abdums and other things are sold Wednesdays and Saturdays
every week. The nearest big markets are Pagwi and Maprik, td \pbimple travel by
foot or by PMV (because PMV fare is K5 each way, people only go occasionally).

They have a village police officer who works with the Councilor; myt leig law and
order issues are investigated by the officer located at Katagian. The biggest problem
is stealing. There is a youth group, a theatre group, church groups amlatha
women’s group, although the groups lack the basic skills to really work together.

When the team asked about the clan leaders, one old man tried to respthredylouths

scolded him to stop. This was the most dramatic proof of the erostoaddfonal forms
of authority.
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The DPI officers who introduced vanilla to the village in 1994 are,l$t@ven and Isaac.
From there is spread to Kumunikim village by the few DPI laboréhey brought
cuttings and began planting, and eventually other villagers copied Aheeny few here
cultivate the vanilla in hectares, however, and yet many grow ibdautification near
their homes. They also cultivate another bean on a small scale hat &Epow if it is a
soya or a jag bean. Apparently the DPI didn’t tell them its name or how to cultivate it.

During the planting of vanilla here there were no workshops or traiwiffigsed for the
villagers. Indeed, these villagers say they have never had anyavaaiting. But the big
boom of 2002-2004 passed them by because they had planted late and mostadrthem
still growing it at the time.

One team of the officers from DAL, PNG Spice Tek, DPI, and tlmeni@erce
Department came to the village for the purpose of setting up a etiepefor all
villagers. It was a response to the need of villagers to findatw sell their vanilla.
Patrick Yapuri still carries the ID card they issued hina asember or certificate holder
of this Wama-Giniko Group. The group paid K50 to register, and member¥Kpaifor
their IDs.

More cash in the families meant that kids had school fees andtkhieasl hospital fees
during the boom; and there was money for household goods, good clothes and
entertainment, too. It helped youths socialize, and in sports, provided sgoipsnent

and funded discos and deejays with music, and allowed kids to watch viteaosirak

beer ---instead of steam or home brew.

Vanilla money also helped establish two trade stores in the ejli@gd these are still
operating now. It also helped establish and fuel retailing on blacketsaand street
markets. People sold foodstuffs like peanuts, ripe bananas, as Wwetra€ash flowing
meant people had more protein to eat, including tin fish and markettfeso helped
provide the pigs and other purchases for the yam fest@hljeta haus gat trade stoa, ol
no bisi long local trade stoa.”

The flip side of all this were the price rises on store foods.ekample, the 777 Besta
tinned fish, which had been K4 before the boom, jumped to K5 during, and théasice
remained at K5 since. Before the vanilla boom there were lotsamfey produce
available in the markets. Pay less money for plenty of garden faathgdthe boom
people paid more money for less. After the boom the price of garden hiasut
changed.

At the same time, PMV fares were increased because ofavamlinow, even with
depressed vanilla prices, they remain high—so high that they previagers from
traveling to markets in Maprik and Pagwi.

“We did not see any development although there was one permanent housssthatlt
with the earnings of the vanilla money. As for many of us we plamiedanilla later so
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we did not harvest in time when the price of the vanilla washsgii. So we did not have
any money that time.”

The other problems were social, involving law and order. They includes thievanilla,
especially when the exporters/buyers started buying green beasgndde the beans on
the vine all the more valuable.

There were also domestic problems. Husbands misused money, denied ontimay t
wives, and quarrels, violence and even child abuse were the result.\Wideeie lot of
alcohol consumption among the youth; they drank both beer and home brew. Téere wa
one big fight in a disco in June 2003 and Kumunikum 1 and the Numbunge youths
fought. The result was that students attending Kaugia Primary Saidowodt go to school

and many transferred to Sitka Primary School. During this tiokepstients were unable

to get to the hospital because there were roadblocks on the highWayda station.

The Numbunge people blocked the road for Kumunikum 1 villagers going to and from
the station.

The people who went to the Kaugia Health Centre during the boom wganrg @afee
increase to K20 per person, but no one had problems making the fee. Qiteeeble to
pay for medicines from the shops.

There were social problems that they couldn’t control. People didntd ghurch and
didn’t respect one another. There was prostitution and unwanted pregn&umes.
traditional practices still exist, namely the first menstrual cerenfmmyirls.

During the boom people overflowed with money, but they didn’t know how to mdinage
and after the price dropped they realized they'd been misusing ittiNgvsee their need
for management training.

Parents were now able to afford their children’s school fees, iabpen Community
Schools. Many of the children now had their own money to buy lunch and school
materials like books, pens and other necessities. But students who owilledgaadens

forgot about school and studies. Lunch or pocket money was spent on alcohol, smoke,
drugs, gambling and prostitution. They spent their time on social tedivduch as
nightclubs and discos. The result was dropouts. Quoting Nelson Y&&en ‘em stap

long skul ol ino care long education bekos papa mama gat plenty moni, business

The DJ (bombom gate) local style dances had gate fees of K1 cummidp boom.
Everybody had money to buy gate the f&&li gat plenty moni long pleroun, wanpela
mangi | ken baim gate bilong 50 pela man na meri tu.”

There was also what people call ‘bribery’ for sex, or prostitutiterried men would go
to single girls, and married women would go to single boys. Tee®agealcoholism,
and domestic violence were all prevalent. Nelson Yé&kéman lus tingting long lotu
bikos lotu lida drink spak wantaim ol wok man bilong sios. Law and order break down
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bikos council | spak na ol yuts tu i spak na ol pipel tu i spale councilors’ work day
was completely ignored.”

Community members now hope the government can raise and stabilizgidbeof
vanilla. They would also like to get special money managememingaias well as
awareness on family planning and community empowerment. They alsosoeesl
means of income generating, like tourism, They want tourists tothesiillage and buy
carvings andilums to help earn income, and to promote the yam festival. They want
stability now—mnot either poverty or riches. They want the governmdmlpsupport the
vanilla prices, and if not, then to increase the price of cocoa and coffee.

“Mipela lukim kastam laip | bagarap olsem na mipela hangamap long pasin wait man na
nau wait man pasin bulsitim mipeldreferring to the drop in vanilla prices)

Poeple lost their identity'Lus ting long wok gaden baim kaikai long stoa, lus tingting
long wasim saksak tuBefore “ain man belong wok gaden’during the boom less man
iwok gaden. Nowles man long wok gaden tasol em mas fosim em yet long wok gaden.”

Robin Yaka says there were no development changes with the 2003 vanilla boom. They
did have access to medical care for the sick, though. There wa®ratsigh sports
equipment to play sports. and everyone bought soccer balls. In 2003 everyorte went
school, and those who hadn’t had a chance to complete their education ratis@meketo
school. There was money to pay for peoples needs, and for food, clothes tanel cul
Bride price of K 1500 was paid, with two shell monawas. There were pigs for the
yam ceremonies—from 10 —15 pigs were bought.

There were social problems, too, like drinking, marriage break-ups, tonaedence,
fights that broke out under the influence of steam and marijuana.

But children just left school without guarantees of the vanilla piéreaining stable.
Girls sold sex for money, got pregnant, and left school. People woulttgust around
the province to spend their vanilla money. Now they want their young ongsahge
their way of life and try to find jobs. They also want the governrtentise the price of
vanilla.

Pais Rypainj says food shortages are not a problem; they usually have surplugesr al
around. Only in 2002 when there was an extended dry season did people hageshorta
Another Kumunikum villager, Ruben, recallelllipela i fesim bikpela draught long year
2002 na ol lain long gavaman office long Natioal Diaaster officei i bin kam kisport
tasol ol i no mekim wanpela samting.”

Peter Yapumiis an elderly man from Wama Giniko clan married to Telegarfiy. He

made his first vanilla sale in early 2003.Before the prices droppéddhenade 3 sales
per week, selling 1 kg of beans each time. He owns 131 sticks ofavartié money
from these sales went into solving land disputes, paying schoolrfdesome went to the
yam ceremony. Aside from that there was nothing left when thespdmpped. There
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were significant developments taken place in his family, he sasdyddingest daughter
was able to complete her upper primary grade 8, but since has nalbeea continue.
He did feel his safety was threatened when he’d go to the garddseorhere. He has
slash and burned is land for more vanilla gardens and cut down some toedéeeHe
expects the younger people to come up with a better lifestyle, ltbfamily homes and
support their family in work. He said they should join youth groups liken&/Kware in
the village, for guidance.

In 2005 the price of vanilla dropped from a massive K1000/kg to 5/kg. He'smcmtt
about the so-called cooperative society. They went to the villagaitohim and some
other men on how to produce quality beans; they were issued ID antfiaaterfor
which they paid K30 and K50 respectively. The trainers were MicBasd, Peter
Tagoul, Louise Abala of the PNGSIB, Benjamin Sam of DAL, and IS&wgi. The
training took place in 2004 and they promised prices would still be rising.

Informal interview with [unnamed] age 59. His father is the obie¢¢umunikum 1. Itis a
custom that if people in this village know that he tells us the yeagic, they will put a
curse on him and he will die. For this reason he must go to a dasemnto tell it to us;
we also withhold his name. The magic is a special chant to the fga them to be like
cassowaries and grow amongst the thorns and stones, and travesitst dlestacles. It
is call to the yams that their skin is smooth like an eel andkimeof a fish. “After the
hole is dug, then the prayer is said by washing the yams with aadethe traditional
bush leaves, including leaves of the vanilla.”

In the past, wild vanilla existed but today the bred vanilla is useely believe vanilla
leaves will bring forth rain for the yams to grow well. Thedmlanilla grows in only
very thick bushes far away from the village. When folding the lethesbreak. On the
other hand, the bred vanilla’s leaves plump over when folded.

They have magic for yam growing, including the following prayeiplip pi yauuamba
glangubisaungi. This means: ‘Vanilla, you are now planted as a wild taro and ythu w
grow like grass and have big leaves like wild taro.” This id saithe morning before
planting the cuttings.

| feel that | treat both yam and vanilla as my child, becausewfl look after them.
Also the relationship that both have is that they have special sugptetnsand it
goes as: vanilla helps the yam in terms of planting and also dhengam festival it
generates cash in order to pay for pig and food stuffs so that the festival is very big.

b. Kumunikim 2

Kumunikum 2 is a maximum 40 minutes walk from KumunikuthThe Councilor is
John Bangile, and the estimated adult pop is 104. When the team arrikedsidiage an

3 They have 4 clans: Ura—or Galangal; Nglawe—blac# biith red eyes; Niamo—Pidgin, and Kware—
another bird.
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elderly couple were busy packing their vanilla beans that had beag dmnyhe sun. The
beans were spread out in the sun during the day on a Papindo blanket. Reemaiso
washed and put out in the sun to be sold. There were half a dozen childreb andea
handful of older kids, but not so many teenagers. The smaller childrenhzdooked
like swollen spleens. They also looked undernourished. The adults too did motogee
healthy. One young man, a trade store owner of 30+ looked especially ill.

There are no operating trade stores in the village now. Themogpermanent houses,
but there are corrugated roofs. Before the boom there were 5 and mewartnd2. They

still beat thegaramutto call people together, or send foot messengers. The main food
year round in sago, accompanied by tulip in coconut cream. Also the degmonand
mami harvests in June and January. People in the village have stopped daiingstic
animals since the introduction of vanilla. The chickens destroy thesgdgirdigging soll
around the roots and exposing them to the sun. There is very little ttkaties of pig,

and it was abandoned when vanilla came in.

People used to die of sorcery but the recent deaths have been chilfibinfoung
mothers, or first timers) and falls from tulip trees—especi@t the women who do
most of the tulip climbing.

Since the introduction of Christianity most traditional ceremoniegs haen abandoned.
They used to celebrate the girls’ coming of age in the farilgirl would be put in a
house of her own during the first menstrual cycle and when she cambeoutould go
straight to the house of her betrothed. Bride price ceremonies gre@amasional. But
recently they celebrated the yam andrttamiceremonies, at harvest time.

There received no vanilla help whatsoever from the DPI.

During the boom there was a high level of alcohol consumption. SP beebought
often, and drugs and homebrew were put aside for a while. When thelfoppeed the
boys went back to brewing and smoking marijuana.

In 2003 and 2004 school fees of K5000 were easily paid. Household items wehné boug
Cash was given to relatives as gifts. One of the 3 young meuniéwed says he started a
joint trade store business with his brother.

In Kumunikum 2 they said the problems that came up were with youtii---w
continuous drinking of alcohol, domestic violence and stealing of vanilla. Somkes
fought between each other and between husband and wife.

Ruth Thomas (age 19), Elsa Thomas (21), and Elizabeth Thomas (2Buth speaks
English, Pidgin and tok ples. She was doing her grade 7 at Kaugiaabstetred to
Sitake and is now out of school. Elsa does not have formal education akd spba
Pidgin and tok ples. Elizabeth also has no formal education and isdhtrrRuth and
Elsa’s brother John Thomas; she is Uran clan.
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Most people in the village are not educated, but there are 15 gradge@'sany grade
6’s, and professionals in town who only come back for holidays now. TheireBtary

has Prep 1-2 and is located at Kumunikum 1, thirty minutes’ walk. Theydwxess to 2
primary schools, at Kaugia and Sitaka, both 1 hour's walk. CurrenthkeSiis not

functioning due to a lack of teachers. They also have two big youth gnetip&l and

15 members each.

There are also four private trade stores (one not operating), and a cocoa fermentary.

Vanilla em ol DPI ibin kisim ikam na long kisim kam long ples em Fsana em
planim long em nau em mipela olgeta planim. Taim mipela planim, mipela no planim
bikpela tumas, 500 stik tasol. Na taim mipela harim olsem prais em bikpéela,
planim tu, tripela gaden wanwan man. Taim mipela planim, nogat ol laim long givim
skul ho blo planim, growim, harvestim na draiam. Taim vanilla bin grow go antap na
karim taim, em prais emi drop na mipela ino kisim moni tu. Wanpela samting e
polsem ol man katim coffee gaden na planim vanilla. Liklik lain tasol ibin kisim moni
Long famli bilong mipela em papa Thomas tasol ibin kisim moni. Em bin salim long
wanpela white man ibin kam long ples na dispela man em wanpela Australian man.
Em bin kam wantaim brother blong mipela, em Steven Thomas, na em kam long July
2003 na slip wanpela nait na go bek next day. Papa Thomas ibin salim na kisim
K1015 long sait blong waitman em tasol bin kam tasol ol Blackman yes, em gl plent
ibin kam ol kain olsem 3pela long wanpela week. Now em olgeta dispela ino save
kam.

They did not benefit from the vanilla boom because they were stilligg it then. Only
a few people who sold their vanilla benefited from it, by buying nethek, and paying
school fees. The vanilla boom helped the yam festival “because peopbegsugnd we
ate them.”

The big problem was their youths fighting with the Numbei youths pteBgber 2003
inside the gate for a dance. The results were roadblocks thatnéstr transport and
prevented people from going to school and the sick from going to thehHeatitre. It

took a very long time to solve the problem. It hasn't been solved yett isutelaxed

now.

c. Kolongu 1 and 2

Amazingly the people of Kolongu didn’t realize the potential of tire€g gold’ until
2002. And since, the major problems they faced were regret. Ad statdelson Yake
“Mipela long 2002 tasol miepla I leit na gut pela prais bilong vanilla | pundaun olsem na
ting tong ikilim mipela.”

The people of Kolongu did not benefit in any way from the vanilla boomrinstef

development and/or health care—there was no improvement in health camewN
social problems arose like dancing or drinking. An elder @lysarapela ples drin spak
na danis nambaut tasol turangu long mipela, mipela drai ya.terms of education,
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people had coffee and cocoa to pay for school fees and lunch money. Theywmseple
able to sell most of their garden food for double the amount in thertwar&lets because
nearby villages who had benefited from vanilla stopped gardening. Like willages
cultural changes have taken place but mostly it was not related t@nilla boom; some
of the villagers used vanilla juice to grow large yams duringyéime ceremony, so they
believe.

Absolutely no development has taken place during the last 10 years rdueldavn local

communications between government and villagers. The most interdsingg about

North Wosera, south Wosera and parts of Maprik is that there ionalyolice officer
who has tried his very best to control the law and order problems arghdor the last 9
years. The good thing is that they didn’t experience the socialctsymd the vanilla
boom like underage drinking, adultery, unwanted pregnancies, sexual expicéiatl so

forth.

Education is the major issue. Villagers claim that in 2002 theylown all their cash
crops to make way for vanilla production. Thus when the price of vaniigpdd the
people did not have any other means of paying their children’s schooCieeently the
entire population of eligible school aged children are out of school. 8eally are grade
12 students in this group who could be potential university students. Thgeiés no
university or college graduates so you could say that ignorancehedsey factor for
them missing out on the vanilla boom.

Economically, the village is way back—they did not manage theauress well (they
cut down cocoa and coffee for vanilla) and now that the price has droppedad high
as K1000/kg to K5/kg) and population is increased, there are environmental impacts.

Kolongu is a small village with 250 plus inhabitants, and they've cut dd\their cash
crops (each person has 2-3 gardens) for vanilla. Vanilla, cash croppmgnmg and
population growth are all environmental impacts.

According to one eldefMipela iwari tru long ol pikinini bilong mipela bikos tumbuna
pasin indai na waitman pasin itanim backsait long mipela.”

The relationships between community members, leaders, governmerdl®officd law
and order leaders have been quite good, before, since and after the ha@mtiaOne
youth said: Yah, olgeta somting em orait tasol, pasin bilong harim tok bilong ol leaders
na ol elders na ol elders em stap na inogat wanpela hevi ibin kamap.”

The people of Kolongu are very concerned about the vanilla boom and isdrela
impacts. Since the vanilla boom (as mentioned) they have cut downchcash crops,
witnessed land disputes, prostitution, and alcoholism.

Their concerns about the price drop of vanilla are genuine. They béhaveAsian
buyers are treating them unfairly and that the government shoutitl ggtthem. They
want to prices of vanilla to go back up. They asked what the governsndoing about
it. What are the Spice Board, DPI and DAL doing about bringing the prices back up?
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Judging from the evidence collected and the physical appearancevifaiers | would

say that they are worse off than they were ten years ago.viénes of the vanilla boom
are so simple, even though they regretted the prices dropping, thalg@gdad it didn’t
happen to them because of the related impacts.

Other issues of importance to them are: Jack bean and soybean.alaakteoy beans
were planted in other villages 3 years ago while the Kolongledtapfanting 2-3 months
ago. They also claim that DPI officers said that there will be a market foetes.

d. Blamda

The language is Kamakudi, and it is 3 hours’ walk from Bukuwi, the sieBMV stop.

A population of 300+ since the 2000 censti§he community has a total of 4 trade
stores, although some of their goods are now covered in dust. Theskewsr@rdered
during the boom. One has pots lining the shelves that are barely matadgniThe prices
of the goods in the store have gone up really high, they went up duribgdhe Today
the prices are said to rise every month. All of the stores tirere before the boom.
There are no permanent houses but 10 semi-permanent ones, 3 of whibhilverging
the boom. They were built very slowly due to the drop in prices, and nqilem®u as
permanent homes.

Anonymous interviewee saw no particular improvement in his family’s heedtre. He
has taken a lot of over the counter medication, especially painKileesn aching back,

4 They also have the following clans: Ganapikim Méleal by Raphael Wani), Ganapikim Ninde (led by
Vitus Kombli), Ganapikim Gini (no leader noted) damnd Rasamakin Maka (led by Andrew Kausik).
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but generally the health of his family and the village as a wheneains the same.
Malaria and TB have been the most recent causes of deaths.

Their staple food is sago and tulip. Different types of yam easmal and their harvests
times are from June to July. During the boom they supplemented tb&impwith tin
fish and other meats, like frozen chicken. Also Wosera is well knowitsf peanuts and
everyone is always snacking on peanuts. Before the boom a lot of peomstidated
chickens and pigs but they did away with the chickens because theyuleng at the
vanilla roots. Their water wells have been destroyed by the gromungoer of sago
palms in the well, too.

They are Catholic and SDA, but neither church provides any servipastioular —other
than the schools and Health Center at Kaugia Station.

The boys especially enjoyed a lot of discos during the boom, and ahat gifls enjoyed
videos. The girls couldn’t go freely to the dances because theee alkeays fights —
unless they could be sure they’'d be able to come home safely after the dance.

They pay bride price according to the beauty of the woman more thatihgrto work
hard. Kamaundi language has been changing rapidly as young people wmgal lot
of pidgin words.

The interviewee started selling vanilla early in 2004. He s@l& kg per month,

collecting at least K1600 per sale. On his first sale, though, helg@and drank all he
money away in 7 days. Since then he has given his wife approx. K5@ireaclde buys

rice and tinned fish, mattresses and other household goods, also usesdlhe¢apay for

his youngest daughter’s school fees.

There was one incident of a fight that broke out between the oldeh@gdunger people
in the community. Some people got hurt. The fight started becauseddrgpebple were
fed up by the youths not listening to the village leaders and not doingn@oity work
when they were asked to. The problem was later solved by village magistrates.

Bill (Benny) Kabuiyati [see text boxesk age 98, was born in 1907, and he still hasn’t
lost his teeth.Taim vanila drop ol yanpela manki oli drink bia na oli go stealim ol
samting bilong ol narapela, na tu ol go insait long haus bilong em na stealim olgeta
samting bilong em.
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Benny Kabuiyati's tumbuna story:

Long bipo mipela istap wantai pasin tumbuna na ic
singsing na kainkain pasin tumbuna na mipela indai ni
niupela tingting na pasin | kamap. Na bipo | narapela kair
dispela taim nau | narapela kain. Na mission katalik ikam
tu | lukluk long ol dispela kastom bilong mipeino gutpel
tumas na katolik prist | kalap long wanpela hos igo insait
wanwan ples na paitim ol man nabaut na stopim
tumbuna.

Long bipo mipela istap wantaim prét plenty. Mipela isave
wantaim ol narapela ples a sutim ol long sepia nabauga
traple. Na mipela istap wantaim prét. Bipo mipela pait war
wanpela komuniti long graun na saksak tasol. Tupela
kaikai bilong mipela em yam (mami) saksak oli katim bu
wokim gaden na planim taro, yam, banana. Kros pait ik
long sakak long wanem population | wok long kamap bik|
long em tasol istap na ol niupela lain nogat, wanwan, wa
yes oli planim.

Long sait blong kaikai em main kaikai bilong Bill Kumbuiy
em yam (mami) emi tok rice em asdei tasol ikam na mi
long tram rice na kaikai blong mi em saksak wantaim
(mami). Na olsem wanem em save lukautim em na istaf
pela taim. Niupela marit na yangpela pikinini meri ananit
meri bilong mi tasol. Na mi wok long tambu long pl
samting bilong graun na long gadgam em bikpela man lo
ples. Ol niupela marit ino inap givim kaikai long mi, mi ka
bai ai bilong mi bai pas na pig tu mi no kaikai pig bai mi ir
(Em kasten bilong mi) mi mixim kaikai na nabaut na kaike
bai indai hariap. Mi save wanem kailaap lukautim mi ikar
inap nau olsem na mi stap longpela taim. Olsem wane
lukautim mi yet long sait bilong yanpela meri na ol marit
save go sindaun wantaim ol wanlain bilong mi yet na m
kut kaikai na pro bilong mi, em haus tambaran na mi mas
igo insait. Tambu long kaikai ol yangpela i kaikai buia
kamban bilong mi, em bilong mi yet na nau mi stap inag
stret. Papa bilong em save lukautim em olsem wanem?
bilong mi save paitim mi long hatpela samting na em tan
mi long ranaun &ntaim ol narapela pikinini na em save pe
mi long naip na tambuin mi long raun nabaut wantail
narapela na mi mas stap wantaim em tasol na kisim
tumbuna pasin na stori bilong papa bilong mi.
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Benny Kabuiyati's war stories:

Mi bin stap long taim blong WW 1, na War ikam oli ranawe na ol Epad ikam wantaim war
rasim ol karkaruk, pig na ol kaikai blong gaden na ol samting bilong ol long ples.

Na namba 2 war ol Japanese ikam stap na ol | lukautim ol gntigevim ol kikai na abus olse
pig kakakruk na ol gaden kaikai long ol na ol ino kaikaim ol.aM long ples imekim gaden
lukautim pik, kakaruk bilong givim ol Japanese nogut oli stap natinigai oli kaikai ol na oli stz
gut na ol ino kilim ol indai inap Austia wantaim America kam na ol | pait. Japanese istag
Blamda na ol America na Australia igo na igo na kisim narapiela long Stapikum na kam
kisim ol lain long iya na ranawe igo stap long kugikini na Japaiggsna ol America na Austra
| kilim ol nabaut.

Long namba tu war ikam emi marit na emino gat pikinini na dap $ia America wantai
Australia | raunim ol Japanese na kisim ol long karim ol katmgiol Japanese i kisim ol ir
olsem Bill Kubuiyata, na oli karim ol kago bilong ol nainawantaim ol na ol igo stap kugikini
lusim kugikini na go insait long Sepik Plain bikbus na old igo kaloag wanpela kuimu. Na «
karim ol kago blong ol wantaim bom na ol samting bilong pait tu viranta oli tokim ol olser
yupela holim na was ist.

Oli lukautim ol Japanese istap na ol kamap olsem supai bilongpahdse na nau oli lukautim
stap long wanem hap igo na tokim ol Australa wantaim olsem ohsdapstap long hap. Taim

pait istap yumi kamap olsem supai blong American na Austrel yumi wok long lukautim

long kaikai stap na nau yumi save wanem hap ol stap yumi go tokim tshhaisvantaim Americ
olsem ol Japanese istap long hap na ol igo killim ol indai.
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Benny [ibin] igat 13 kismas na ol Japanese ilaik kaikai enhsémlong haus istapn ol Japane
igo holim skin bilong em na pillim em na ilaik kisim em igo Iokagjkai em. Na oli pillim olsel
em igat mit o bun tasol. Tasol papa bilong em hariap long givimlahgsol na oli lusim em r
Benny pillim amamas. Papa bilong Benny em Hhi&pman long komuniti na nem bilong

kontan emi kamap olsem dodoluluai. Na kontan yet igo na givim kbikai ol Japanese na
lusim em.

Mipela igat laik long killim ol Japanese tasol mipela Rillol bai mipela igo hait long we. Lo
dispela taim npela istap as nating na taim mipela ilukim ol Japanese ka®mlani ranawe tast
Miepla | karim kago bilong ol Japanese na sapos miepla | lesl Bapanese | kaikaim mipele
japanis ikaikaim mipela, olsem na mipela | karim kago bilongy@llusim namipela isave sap
bilong ol America na Australia na tok ol olsem olistap na nau ig&ilia ol Japanese ind:
Bilong wanem ol Japanese isave mekim nabaut long mipela. Naamippai na Austral
wantaim American igo killim olgeta Japanese indai nabaut.

Long famili bilong mi papa i kamap mitupela brata mi first borratsmi marit long mauku |
stap long hap. Na papa bilong mi maritime tupela meri na mama bildikgamapim na first bol
em wanpela meri na second born em mi yet na susa bilong midam Oli lukautim ol Japane
istap na ol kamap olsem supai bilong ol Japanese na nau oli lukausirapolong wanem hap i
na tokim ol Australa wantaim olsem of Japense istap long hap. dlaipait istap yumi kame
olsem supai blong American na Awgdta na yumi wok long lukautim ol long kaikai stap na
yumi save wanem hap ol stap yumi go tokim ol Australia wantaim America als&apanese ist
long hap na ol igo killim ol indai.
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e. Telenge

Jakob Guken and Hedi Lavi Jakob is 56 and Catholic, from Nindico clan, and his wife
is from another clan. Hedi Lavi is the Village Magistrate ha® 55 years old, and both
he and his wife are Nindiko clan. They are surrounded by many youths #rerclior
the interview.

Telenge is a small village of approx 300 people, more males thaatefe The Councilor
is Esado Kamlapui, President of North Wosera LLG. Telenge jirstes from Blamda
Village, a line that moved due to confli¢tsThe language is Kumukundi. The churches
are Catholic and AOG. There are 12 grade ten graduates (4 $eamae8 males), no
grade 12 or college grads. They have one cocoa fermentary owneddaoyKzsalapui.
Each person in the village has about 100 cocoa trees.

Talenge is in North Wosera. They have 6 permanent houses and 2 Seaug@r ones.
They still beat thgaramutand conchshell to send messages. They buy the vanilla for 80t
per kilo. There is a trade store and a chicken business.

At first the villagers didn't know what vanilla was. The DPI aduced it in 1993,
through Albert Jambra from Yambes in north Wosera. Others sagsitimroduced by
the DPI officers, Isaac Sengi and someone named Aron. They toldhtherto plant it

but not how to pollinate it. There was no market created for the hawdsonly a few
people benefited from their vanilla sales, and in many places thejos’'t even know

about it. The villagers paid K2 for vanilla cuttings and chopped them3imieces and
planted them. Very few people plant in hectares, and many just plaad the
beautification plant. Those few who have harvested the vanilla sold dibeimg the

vanilla boom. Jakob spoke openly to apparent agreement of the crowd: ‘Gthégugk

from the money and they did not do anything good.”

Vanilla is also used for yam gardening. They smashed the vanidlajsd it as fertilizer
to mulch the yam. They also took vanilla leaves together with othdr leases and
floated them on the water to bring rain for the yams. In the pagtused the wild vanilla
but present they're using the bred vanilla.

We know that Madagascar’'s vanilla was killed by ice and thalig we sold it
properly. We also blame Papindo for the price drop. Why, because Papindaubuys
beans and sends them to Indonesia from there. They labeled our bezmienasian
beans. We do not want Asian buyers. So then, we want the government tioestop
Asian buyers, especially Papindo. The government has to provide meanaymnd w
for us so that we locals can be able to sell our vanilla beanguGetews and ideas
and give it to the government.

Before vanilla it was hard to pay school fees, hospital fees, clothes and other things.

!> They have one big clan, Saigir (Muruk), and trseleclans—Makiowati (Head), Nindico (Middle) and
Giniko (Tail).
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Why we are facing problems is because of the government is smgdaes. We do

not want to export beans. We want the government to make our factory so tfaat we
sell directly to the factory. Our youth, women and such groups arenatsworking

well because we do not have money for expenses for this group. Also kEeharbk

are consuming drugs because we do not have money to help them further thei
education and so that's why. We want a tourism industry and in a wayaw help

the youths in teaching them also help promote our culture. Also we tivant
government to provide us with a tourism industry in order to sell oumgg:; bilums

and so on, to substitute for the cash crops.

Also | have a very big question in why the DPI and government arerigagach
other for the drop in price. Also, the price in the world market igiragping so why
is the price dropping [for us]? We are providing quality beans andeveat selling
so then we're frustrated.

The other question is that the government must stop the logging ofr.timam

saying this because my environment is giving me everything, meprorgling me
anything to meet my basic needs. Also, | want the education sisteenmproved in
my village. Education is very important. Also we would like you peapleome into
our community at least 3 times a year so that we can disgisssi@ problems. This
is what we are giving from this community and we would like you to take action.

f. Gatikim

Villagers harvested their vanilla beans late and many spent their money unwisely

Children as young as 12 were drinking beer, influenced by adults. Youtbdighing,
drinking, and gambling. One youth says: “Taim mipela save drin spakneado dance
mipela save raun long grup bikos mipela poret long pait wantaim olohgi drapela
hap.” Youths were involved in fights with nearby villages.

The women say that men from other villages came to their @ilthging the vanilla
boom to buy sex from them. (Males in the village deny this for some reason.)

The people did not really experience the vanilla boom from thelseaiuse they started
to harvest their beans at the end of the boom. They had no developmentbefibes
the boom, either from the government or any NGO’s. Out of the sixEEmanent
houses in the village, 3 were built from vanilla money. They eskadalisa Village
Development Committee to seek out donor agencies to help develop thege v
sanitation, health, and education. Even the AOG church has plans to develdiagee
in health and education.

After the vanilla boom, though, people were able to pay for good mediasinent. They
were able to travel to town for medical care and the infant fyprtate was greatly
reduced.
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The villagers are very religious so when the team asked aboudl sssues like
alcoholism, unwanted pregnancies, sexual abuse and adultery, the wilkggly
answered that they didn’t experience this. Perhaps they wei@ tafrspeak out because
their AOG Pastor was dominant throughout the group discussions. Thelgaaisaot
practiced their yam ceremony for 5 years, and not had a gmdt’nfienstrual ceremony
since the 80's.

The villagers were able to send their children to school and theyt iave problems in
terms of school fees; they were even able to pay up last yeassThey could afford to
dress neatly, the Principal said. “Oh yea the kids come to schgoheatly, they had
lunch money in their pockets.” The vanilla price drop has caused sordesohib leave
school for lack of fees.

The nurses did not give the villagers’ health from (Catholic) Katigalth Center during
the boom. This was because of religious differences, the AOG Pastor said.

One woman in the community, however, told us that did receive mediasinint from

the Health Center but to do so they would have to pretend to keep thelr shotitabout
their church. Some villagers have died of sickness due to lack of coratiani—no

two-way radios in the village to arrange ambulance from heattterse Villagers often
have to carry their sick to the Centre, and some have died on the road.

g. Bukitu

Ray Walu is Gainguatkum clan. He first heard from his uncle Albert Whbuavanilla,
and his uncle gave him some cuttings and taught him how to plant it, how to pollinate and
when to harvest it. He harvested his first bean March 18, 2003, and it todkénmonth
to dry the bean. Then he sold it to Maprik Papindo for the price of K70@fkdaosold 3
kilos of it for K2100. That's the big difference between 2003 and 2005. Hevbslihe
world market price is steady and that the Asians who come to faug iricking them
with the idea that the price has fallen. The government must cotisisi@natter and buy
vanilla directly from them, he says. “We from Maprik, Dreikikirangjoru and Wosera
pay the government dinau from the World Bank and because of this, fromeat; sur
hard work growing the vanilla, they should not allow Asians to come intelhthem
lies.”

Elas Kura is from Bikitu, residing in Maprik, and is one of 48 members from \Agse
Dreikikir, and Maprik Districts who went to Jayapura to sell beaese. He says the
price of vanilla is not falling, it is still the same. He doégmow why it has dropped in
PNG. The government must do something about this.

Why did those Asians come and trick us and buy the vanilla from usk @rero

out, some of them enter our country without passport. They have touristnasa
business visas.
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They had no development during the vanilla boom. There was money for meheal
and for sports equipment, and for school fees; and for clothes, cooking jtertsik

tools and other things. They could also pay bride price. But many teatideit attend
school and some children were also absent because they were off farming.

Money allowed some to marry two and three women, or have sex withityiess
Burning of bush was also a problem; they cut down all their cocoa and coffee trees too.

XV. Social impacts

Once a community is engaged in the cash economy, even marginallykeétliving on a
medication. When the levels of cash then go down, the body suffers, andheHhevels
stabilize the body politic, so to speak, regains its equilibrium. Thiragk: schools have
students, students have sports equipment, sick people have medication ansl lawe
transport to market. This was the case with all of these comerimtthe general area,
even those remote villages. A certain level of cash is requorettake the modern
apparatus work—to pay school fees, hospital bills, transport costs, andisoThis is
why the first waves of the vanilla boom created such immedip@jtive effects---
suddenly there was the means to make youth groups cohere, to send cbupshtgr
rallies, send kids to school, have the surgery one needed, and so forthetTduod detter,
the general well-bring of the community improved, rather like thenaneatient who
gets more iron in their food. The villages suddenly realized how ningshhad suffered
from poor infrastructure, distance to markets, lack of medicinesafatth, because for
the first time life was operating as it should. Across the baa&rdear from the 2003
CUSO report and other sources how the rise of vanilla pricesedreafreedom from
strife, a sense of life as it should be.

At the same time, however, excess was already creeping in aptk peere spending
new money wildly, while shopkeepers quickly raised prices to get sdrttgs wealth
floating around. People came out of the woodwork to carpetbag the boomtupgesti
self-appointed experts and exporters, dubious middlemen of all kinds. Bgdkevanilla
price days of 2003 most people had already experienced the negatiets @if some
way: drinking that led to violence and land disputes and broken homesh wesltvas
hoarded and not shared and sometimes even gambled away. They'd sdarmpglese
and learnt how unmanageable it can be. Pastors, teachers, civiltseaval health
workers left their posts to get their own share of the profitspria Dreikikir and
Wosera, not to mention Wewak, were suddenly much like Mt. Kare or iaargthe first
panning days—where kids were driving off with Land Cruisers and moliegdteuder
than any traditional authority or any traditional values.

The most important traditional ceremony still observed in the gelearik area is the
yam festival, which takes the abundant harvest into a seriesuofused exchanges and
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competitions. Because the Abelam people are renowned for theirufanatang skills,
the yam festival is as much a regional exhibition of culturadleprian identification
marker, as it is a system of creating and affirming sowfivorks. The CUSO (2003)
researchers astutely note that:

There is a threat...that these activities will no longer be ipeatin the near future.
There is little time to teach the younger generation the rageskills and
knowledge for the traditional activities, in order to pass them on.eMVhitilla is less
difficult to grow and cultivate than cocoa or coffee, it is in fact very time consuming

The 2003 CUSO report compared the effects of vanilla on Maprik andnSéi@ Umuin

District of Madang, and they found that vanilla had actually dealdagecrime rate. The
assumption was that the young people had no need to commit crimes ntveyhaduld

make money. By comparison, as we have seen, in Maprik (as welk#skD and to a

lesser extent Wosera) crime has escalated. Money brought atmedretonsumption,
prostitution, adultery, polygamy, gambling and violence, which all fudiedneed for
more money, and thus created a form of self-perpetuating sociaitedisition.

Unwanted pregnancies, STD infections, domestic abuse, and school dropmatgedll
the way for long-term social disintegration.

Nevertheless in 2003 the positive signs offered hope for the future.

The improved financial status of the communities as a whole is hogsl/é many
positive impacts, including an improved infrastructure i.e. a reliaald, electric and
clean water supply. It is generally accepted that the liviagdstrds have improved
which of course has many implications. The increase in wealthttrasted many

businesses and opened up people’s abilities to partake in new businesprdens.

People are more able to afford travel in and out of the communitiasy groups

within the community hope to benefit from the newly gained finantsus, hence
improving their ability to carry out activities. This will open up ogpoities and

experiences to the community. (CUSO 2003)

Even then, however, the real concern was food security. It was ablemdythat people
had ignored their subsistence gardening long enough to cause problemg iotthes
harvests, but also in the replanting. And the greater long-ternt tgppaared to be the
loss of traditional gardening knowledge, and with it, the cultural identity that itesasur

Those that benefited most from vanilla were the Dreikikir and Naprstricts. Most
people now found it possible to buy household goods they had always wantedo@mm g
clothes and cooking utensils such as plates, pots and cups, mattrdkses,goid bed
sheets, to gardening tools such as forks, spades, and rakes. They alscblmyalgd,
generators, solar panels, lawn mowers, cars and trucks. They satlestores, clubs,
discos, beer shops and PMV businesses. Many farmers also took the oppturtuaitel

to other provinces and sleep in hotels and guesthouses. Some even went dratahe
Australia. Others took out their own export licenses (not always according toticgula
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Though there were many good things that came about with vanilla, théveegffects
were serious. One man in Maprik reported that sex was being gblel tahe for K50 for
one kuap In Yambes village two brothers fought over the piece of land andidee e
brother chopped off his younger brothers hand. Men were getting more avidethe
wives often fought. Children were neglected and given too much money.

There was also many car accidents and roadblocks on the highway.|[&Qersiof
Yangoru and Kubalia often held up the trucks or PMVs from Dreikikir aragprid
Districts going to Wewak, as they knew the people had a lot of monége Bfien set up
their own roadblocks, and as the Maprik Police Commander reported, two pesople
shot dead by the police as a result.

Many women were raped during that time. There was also a lot aniedvpregnancies
and abortion with young teenage girls who had been bribed for sex with old men.

Their diet changed altogether from traditional food to store gooel, tiic fish and tin
meat were the new staples. Because of this change people eteng @ll kinds of
sicknesses; many had diarrhea, dysentery, pneumonia, and stomach aches.

31* *RVVLS 1HZVOHWWHU - X0\

lllegal Border Trade

Anthropologist Barbara Huber-Greub says the Abelam think of thealemworld as

having coherence between all its parts. This is a philosophical ouloakyareness of

the relationship between spheres of activity, people, and things. (1990:274):
Moreover, planting season (approximately from September to Frebraacy)
ceremonial season (March to August)—sing-sings, displays of yamas) y
competitions, the building of ceremonial houses, the shooting of pigsjongat
birth, marriage, death, and funeral rites—seem to form a continuoles wigbout
beginning or end. None of the spheres mentioned exists for its owneseakejs a
sort of sounding board for all the others.

Consistent with this is the idea of continuity and movement betweelarAbellages.
People move from one hamlet to the next (as all Abelam arerlestérom the same
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ancestors who came up from an hole in the earth), and new hmlenatantly being
made. People move from jealiusy, enemy attacks, deaths, and sompishder
companionship. “Even today, “ Huber-Greub says (1bid:275),
the flow of people between hamlets is striking. Rarely has anyatedll his life in
the same hamlet. Equally striking is the knowledge displayed by .mainyhe
history of once-inhabited hamlets. Wherever in the area a family @yuple has
lived, people will still remember it.

There is a security in the concepts of unity and indivisibility. Tifee cycles are
continuous; the land is all-providing, and resilient. Usufruct rightslidneral in Abelam
territory—people have rights to garden in both paternal and materniankinas well as
that of adoptive parents, and even friends. This may help explain why papgtetheir
cash crops so freely to plant vanilla. The idea of a bounded plot ofdandd household
is nowehere traditional in PNG, and clearly was rare in Abeammunities. There was
no real land pressure and a regular degree of out-migration, nohtmmihe freedom to
move within Abelam territory. Compound this with the traditional emghasigardening
skill and magic, and the Abelam can be said to have unusual senuthsir agricultural
resources and capabilities---enough, it seems, to have taken suotble ga vanilla.
They gambled and some of them won.

XVI. Discussion

Across all the villages visited, growers can be categorizethasof three kinds. There
was the first wave of people who planted vanilla in the years 1998 andT198® were

the one that benefited most during the vanilla boom. But their numbeesfever and

they include farmers from Yambes in Dreikikir District andiges in Maprik District.

The second waves @lanters were planting in 2000 and 2001. These people did not
benefit as much as those who planted in 1998 and 1999. Most of them only made the
first sales during the boom and by their second harvest the pricdrbadyabegun to
drop. The majority of farmers very late, in 2001 and 2002, during the boom pamcbd,
because they harvested late, they never really benefited. The freapleanining Guap

are a case in point.

According to the team’s findings with regards to the aftermatth@fboom, peoples’
experiences varied according to when they planted and harvested Jdogiaof the
Dreikikir villages, namely Yambes, Musumblem, Nanaha, Musungwa andspthere
really hit hard by the negative social effects, as they wWereones who planted early.
Other villages such as Lanining Guap, Wara Sikau, Yakrumbok and Pagloatethat
affected as most of the people did not plant early and saw weymibney. Now that the
price has gone down those that planted late are now trying to loolafkets to sell their
beans. Many of them are stocking feedbags and cartons of vanillarimahges and |
waiting for a good buyer to come around and offer a good price. They ttedser
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gamble and have had to pay a smaller price. Few of the laterplalgared all their food
and other crop gardens to plant vanilla, so they have been able to wbatlstorm
better.

When asked, people said the vanilla price dropped because buyers did noheiaekn
according to their proper standards. Instead they went out and bought randkxing if

it was good quality. This was because the demand was so high inotlte market.
That's why, when it arrived overseas, the quality was judged baasaghie other
countries’ crops. So PNG vanilla was branded as not good quality. Theedken, they
said, was that the Somare Government was to blame: most of the grrivknts left their
jobs to tend vanilla, so they government dropped the prices to bring them back to work.

Some suggested that because so much social disruption resultedhdromom, leaders
must have asked the government to drop the price of vanilla. From theegens of

buyers and exporters, the blame seems to rest on the indiscrirpuatiasing by
Papindo. In a 2004 The National article excerpted above, one buyer diyspoates the

finger:

Mr Bird said one or two exporters that went out and purchased beargimahiately
without due regard to quality had forced the American buyers tceraficeptance of
PNG vanilla after a 10-tonne shipment was found to be of very poor gaality
rejected. He said about 60 tonnes of PNG vanilla have been stockpiletbmesia
by one PNG exporter for the American markets but is unable toadf-bat the
premium price. The American importer, according to Mr Bird, giikfers the
Madagascan beans at more than US$400 per kilogram (K1200), which hastbause
sudden adverse impact on prices of PNG vanilla. (Hriehwazi 2004)

People now want the government to raise and fix the price. So mangutadewn their
coffee and cocoa trees to plant vanilla that they've been ldftrwaitincome whatsoever.
They also ask that the government find a good export market fobteais (rather than
leaving it to foreign exporters).

We are in no position to assay whether or not Papindo and other majcs played the
primary role or not in debasing the value of PNG vanilla on the waaitteh This report
IS not an eye witness account of the boom but an after-boom asses$m&mnpacts,

and one resounding impact must be the distrust and dissatisfactagensslhave come
to feel with this major Indonesian-Papua New Guinea retailernBagiops the blame in
vitually all category of informants we spoke to: they made asaetito move from

buying only cured beans to buying green beans as well, which causell anruke

gardens and a degradation of curing standards. When this was fiestteWapindo did
not chose to return to buying cured beans, they continued and thus sustaigeaketiaé
corruption of quality (for reason we do not know). There may have beenfathans we

are not aware of, but the villagers from Drekikir to Maprik and \Wosee firm believers
that Papindo was largely responsible for turning the boom into ®légrpainful and

overnight bust.
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Land in the Maprik-Dreikikir-Wosera region is now a problem. The tefaws have
been relatively relaxed in the past, considering that the resislenisst of the villages
have migrated to the area within the past 100 years or so. By thes 18&Qrend toward
out-migration from Wosera had been remarked upon by anthropologists anditwhile
relieved an imminent land pressure problem, the worry back then wasiitrants to
other areas would eventually come home. The vanilla boom provided a glohfgss
worry fulfilled: when people returned from all over the country tontlgarden land in
their ancestral villages so as to grow vanilla. Compounded by the iofflsex workers,
new wives and general carpet-baggers, people could see the drafiatts of
overpopulation and land pressure. Brothers killing brothers, theft of graes,jealousy
and a complete lack of food security. The findings of the 2003 CUSO sicidge a
cautionary note: “Land disputes in the area have previously been exgeriand the
growers believed that these could occur again. This problem will mmlgvoided if
people remain strictly to their customary land boundaries.”

In the precolonial period warfare was endemic amongst the Wosmsidam and social
organisation was flexible enough to permit the more or less corfsantof people
between villages and groups. Migrants were easily incorporateostacommunities. In
the contemporary absence of warfare and increasing population prebsuregtural
response has been a general tightening of rules for group memberdhgraess to
resources. This may contribute to a form of social stratifinabetween landowners and
marginalized immigrants of three generations or less, as Cl898y) has already pointed
out.

Curry and Koczberski (1999) have also raised the issue of outmigratidnita
consequences for the Abelam, specifically the Wosera., who have bgatimgito West
New Britian since the 1960’s (for plantation work). While risingotgse/population
pressure and stricter forms of land tenure arrangements araglpatterns of out-
migration, the situation for those long-term migrants in West Bewain is becoming
less certain as land shortages begin to limit opportunities andenuilig landowners
become less tolerant of migrants, Elsewhere, research hashalgm that migration
across provinces in PNG has been used as a strategy to digasifycrease incomes, to
escape sorcery and other village conflicts, and to overcome probksnsiaded with
resource access (see Curtain 1980, 1981; Gewertz and Errington 1991:1§7ar@urr
Koczberski 1998). The growing trend of urban permanence in PNG, for insiance
particularly telling of the economic and population pressures in mealyareas because,
as studies in PNG and elsewhere suggest, those more likely eondgoermanent
migrants or undertake permanent migration are landless or lack ssleapeess to
resources in their home villages (e.g., Garnaut et al. 1977; Zimmer 1990).

PNG is belatedly encouraging micro finance institutions and peactic grow in its
banking industry. The concern of late, and the reason brakes have been pw on thi
process at all, has been the popularity of quick-money and pyramid schizshdnave
appeared across the county—most notably in the North Solomons ProvincacK loé |
regulation in the industry creates the perfect environment for tbéss’ savings and
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investment schemes to flourish The typical grassroots is edisrustful of or
intimidated by commercial banks, and although there are legitisaaiegs and loans
societies in most major towns of PNG, they are few and fardagtwNon-literate and
remote villagers without easy access to towns have few matmsvkich to make their
income ‘grow’ (although see Sexton 1982, 1986 for indigenous banking schemes that
have been successful exceptions).

Both the EU and the ADB have funded long-term projects for the develomhentro
finance in PNG. The Credit Schemes for Women and Cocoa Produceesl (inas
Bougainville) was a technical assistance project funded by the Ewrdgeion and
conducted by Bankakademie International from 2000-2002; and the Microfinance and
Employment Project by the Asian Development Bank is still runningy £002 — 2006.
Elsewhere, in a 2001 report commissioned by the ADB, John Conroy exbanescd

the difficulties faced by the banking industry (Conroy 2001:240-242). He atsedmae
important recommendations for the Central Bank of PNG, which we condhemnse
(emphasis added):

The growth of unlicensed financial operations in urban areas suggests gaps
exist in service provision by formal institutions. [Howeviegislative overreaction

to abuses such as pyramid schemes could have unfortunate cansences for
legitimate microfinance...Notwithstanding the previous recommendati@PNG
should contribute actively to the creation of an appropriate poky environment

for microfinance... [B]y gaining familiarity with both international and PNG
experience in microfinance, BPNG could become a more informed ipanticin
discussions of the policy and regulatory environment for microfinavite the
emergence of a forum or network for microfinance comprising N®&s and other
stakeholders..To encourage the participation of commercial banks in “down-
scaling” their operations to encompass microfinanB®@NG should consider
whether any elements in the current regulatory regime for Bnks discriminate
against their participation in microcredit... With respect to regulated financial
institutions engaging in microfinance, including S&Ls and Villageakce Ltd,
BPNG should avoid imposing higher capital requirements uponhem in the
wake of the pyramid plan episode These institutions, which are dedicated to
serving the poor and rural people, should not be hampered in achieving thay goal
unnecessary minimum capital requirements... BPNG'’s revitalizafi®&Ls appears
to be an appropriate response to the dearth of financial services avalble to
lower income and rural people in PNG Further judicious expansion of S&Ls may
be appropriate, including expansion in rural areas as far as poasille|l as efforts
to make all S&Ls more inclusive..The pyramid plan episode indicates that
substantial public education in financial matters is need and the central bank
could contribute to such educational processeflbid:242)

There was plenty of greed and opportunism circulating in the wakeedEEP vanilla
boom, that's for certain. Fortunately, however, no one pyramid of S&L freadhiled in
exploiting the situation (as is still the case with U-Vistria Bougainville). Only recently
has the PNG banking industry issued any public warnings againginiiag S&L and
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other investment schemes (see the 28 May 2005 Bank of PNG notice repraaltioe
Appendix below). But the absence of viable alternative investment fmoga of easy

or practical savings mechanisms for villagers, continues to lkb&venajority of papua
New Guineans too vulnerable to this kind of fraud. Any urban Papua New Guithea

an email account can tell you that, by the number and regularitg-célled African
investment opportunities hawked to PNG addresses, even the educated aneéreomput
literate are easy prey to international scam artists.

Food security is a lingering concern. Our team was able to withedaunching of a new
coffee cooperative in Wara Skiau, Dreikikir, which marked a commugnaymmitment
to the once-neglected crop. But this has been happening all over tbe saugse the
‘bust’ following 2003..

Maprik vanilla farmers want to revive coffee

Coffee Industry Newsletter (Ukurumpa, EHP) March 2004

A farmer member delegation led by Mr David Kwamilon from thephadistrict
of East Sepik province traveled to the Eastern Highlands in November,t@003
look into ways to reviving the interests of coffee among groweitiseiin area... The
Maprik district used to be the leadiRpbustasupplier in the country, however, in
recent years since the introduction of vanilla as well as thaden coffee prices,
the farmers have not shown keen interest in the crop. “We are lookwhad
avenues we can take to get coffee up and going again,” said Mr ilKonaf®ur
trip to Goroka is to seek some form of technical assistancetfrer@IC to help us
revive the interest of farmers in the area to get back to ¢oéfiee gardens,” said
delegation leader David Kwamilon...“Since the advent of coffee tersyago in
Maprik, there has been a decline in coffee production.”

In a rousing salute to the Member for Maprik, Gabriel Kapris (wheates Sir Pita Lus
in 2002), theNationals Damaris Minikula describes what seems to be a true refaval
the town of Maprik. Having just survived the boom and bust, Mr. Kapristatefto
rebuild roads and bridges comes at the perfect time. It may just turn the place around.
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XVII. Conclusion and recommendations

In all three Districts, we found that people who had benefited frorhigfrevanilla prices
were grateful for the experience, and the majority had beed, lifie the first time, from
financial want: they paid their school fees, customary needs, aadydieteds with ease.
This was unquestionably the benefit of their hard work and risk-takinganin
environment without financial infrastructure, however, they had nowherevésti their
profits and few ways to spend it in the short term. Every villagkehamlet has a story of
the permanent house that never got finished, and the vehicle that can ap beng
repaired. These are the sorry but hopeful stories. More commonleseofawanton
drinking and waste on new wives, ‘girlfriends’ and prostitutes; of sty run amok
and prices and business houses that raised their prices through th@rdowdry goods
were suddenly twice the price, but no one need hesitate. And becausmndfieiaries
were uneven, were spread out and gaining mythical proportions, greed and envy
flourished along with theft and hold-ups along the highway. Much of the &ranamld
have been spared had the banks been able to create accounts and daeimgs fer the
newly-wealthy, but their rules remained rigid and they were t@btgab only a fraction
of the money floating through these communities at the time.

Business houses were beneficiaries of the boom, and enjoyed fnofits for the mad
months of 2003. Their complaints had to do with security, and the inconvenience of
restocking quickly enough to service the needs. They hired more stafg@npuotore
security. Vanilla beans were soon moving through business and privaterhactighe
same waytambu shells in the islands amununigabanana fiber money moves in the
Trobriands: the next best thing to cash. Small objects could be putathiasetly with
vanilla, and ad hoc measures of them were used to repay loans and stave off grievances.
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In emergent cash economy there is a hazy line between whatdikgual needs and
what he/she wants. In these communities, where people have beendrigelg from the
garden, they were also dependent on cash for modern services: edacdtiwalth first
of all, and following that, transport to market. Thus, cash did not floaugr an area
that was otherwise ignorant of it; it arrived like a tsunamcipey because people knew
the life-changing significance of kina. The quality of life had begatively high, due to
good crops and a stable income from cocoa and coffee. This income kept the
communities afloat, allowed them just enough to sustain the infrageguof their
basically remote lifestyles. But once these crops became unprofitable, andgaastobe
evaporate, people were forced to adjust to life without kerosene, etnobl and even
malaria medicines.

The first and most powerful impact of the vanilla boom was the ciatisn of the
weakened infrastructures in all these communities: suddenly the cogsuslive and
kicking again, it had shaken anemia and promised to thrive. People béglaratogy.

But they also reached threshold where there was simply too muthocasnage. There
were no economic girders beneath the towns, in particular; theseheanselves thrown

up without much planning and with no expectations of more complex development.
There were no businesses or services dedicated to long-term iemes$tmthe village
farmer: nothing more to buy after all the household goods and beerolkbhid.
Between a gen-set and a Land Cruiser there was littlet@lbely, which effectively
forced people to spend their profits on air travel, hotels, binges, andines: In a town

like Lae or Port Moresby there might be savings and loan societismess groups, even
financial planners. There would be vehicles and materials to buy ferbosiness
ventures. Most importantly, there would be lower hurdles to opening a savings account.

The other point to make in conclusion is that no single phenomenon can batexkpar
from all others. What happened during the vanilla boom directly adfebie infection
rates of HIV/AIDs and other STls, and in turn, this has compounded thepraiblfood
security. Who will work the fields (not to mention the labor-intensamilla plantations)
when so many fall sick? A 6 December 2005 item in the Post CdpBgreveals that
this is a growing concern across PNG. Participants in an agraiwvorkshop in Goroka
report that

[a]gricultural production and growth will be stagnant if no immediati®agis] taken
to address the situation, the participants said. They told the Natignalultural
Development Plan consultative workshop...that HIV/AIDS must be ciiical
addressed during the formulation of the new agriculture plan. Agrialkvorkers,
farmers and their families were at risk amid fears thabihing was done to reduce
the impact of HIV/AIDS, there will be nobody farming the land andatpecultural
economy will be devastated.

The threat posed by the Freida Mine are overwhelming, and cas ahdalow over the

issues of food security, environmental sustainability and health tlat leen raised
briefly by the vanilla boom. WWF foresees the Frieda projectnasvan bigger threat
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than Ok Tedi, which has already contaminated 372 miles of subsistgimdtare along
the Fly River'®

If it goes ahead as planned, the mine will be bigger than the onfa@k Tedi Mine,
which contaminated 372 miles of the Fly River System. In addition,atha is

threatened by invasive species such as long-tailed macaqueshyeaiath and cane
toads; dynamite, long-line and cyanides fishing, and land clearanagrioulture.

(WWF Website www.worldwildlife.org ‘Forests of New Guinea: Arriving in
Ambunti’)

It is our belief that the infrastructure required to ballastatententres like Maprik and
Drekikir (meaning the banking systems, savings and loan societiéstd health and
educational services) are critical to staving off greaterrenmiental and economic
threats from logging and mining concessions. Only when a communitytepera a
viable agricultural society, with a mutually reinforcing dual stciof formal and
informal sectors, can people make educated and long-sighted decisionthalvduture
welfare. It is a truism that government inefficiency and corompliterally invite foreign
predation and carpetbagging opportunists—whether they be individual sdata art
international logging concerns. The dichotomy facing Papua New Guirteday
between traditional or semi-traditional rural life and ‘developmest’a monolithic
import does not have to be so. Ultimately, the responsibility ligkarpublic sector to
maintain the services they have pledged; but NGOs and internationalatganizations
will no doubt continue to play the more important role of watchdog and, atdy;it
service provider, for these East Sepik communities. They desenanlheeal kudos
here, for recognizing and the weaknesses of the State in thef fde capitalist tsunami,
and attempting to prevent the worst destruction from being permanently institzéohali

By issue, we conclude as follows:

Timing: The Drekikir villages in the mountain foothills were the firstpiant vanilla,
and the first to benefit from it. It was as if they stood atsti@e with surfboards waiting
for the tsunami to come in. When the Madagascar crop failed, theyhredeest of that
wave, and even if they came through alittle banged up, they weren’heldy it. Those
who watched them rise with the sales from that first lucrati@eest went back and
planted vanilla themselves. Just when the Drekikir people were rdmirgcoffee and
cocoa gardens to plant more vanilla, so were their neighbours wilif@low suit and
gamble everything on this new crop. But by the time some of thedaters saw their
first harvest, the boom had gone bust, and the cost of gambling everythvagilla was
coming due: people realized too late tha teir other other inconresgere, food gardens
had been forfeitied, and all their dreams of big money would be dashed: Dhelskir
foothills people who rode the first wave, however, were remote vilagad few had the

18 The Hunstein Range was declared a Wildlife manage#ea (WMA) in 1998 covering 540,000 acres;
customary landowners worked with WWF to establigh\WMA in the face of a logging concession known
as the Salumei Forest Management Area (FMA), whiithrepresents a threat.
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means or the know-how to save their profits. Money was squandered oresimor&ther
than long-term desires. Those who did finally invest in better hontesehicles largely
did so from their second harvests, and sometimes got caught halfferayltefore the
prices dropped.

The contrast between Maprik-Dreikikir and Wosera is dramatic, althoagunexpected:
those who planted vanilla first experienced a roller coaster afioacic and social
upheaval because of it; those that planted vanilla late, remainedandeglvand also
unscathed. Subsistence agriculture in Wosera, or in Maprik and Dreldakare the
boom, was not perfect, and its very engagement in a cash economythaanesequires
a steady income from some cash crop or project. We hear thrs @ghiagain in the
interviews below.

Training: The Department of Agriculture and Livestocks’s Rural OfficerMaprik
District, James Hosea, says that vanilla was first introdtecddiaprik in 1992 under the
DAL’s Minor Crop Diversification Programme. Villagers in &l Maprik LLGs were
trained in cultivating and processing vanilla at that time (althdhghquality of that
training is unknown to us). His two reports (details of which areotemed below)
confirm that planting in the Maprik area really took off in 1993-1998, anduhaber of
plants brought to harvest in 1998 was close to 60,000. (The DPI in Maprik, however
tells us that the cultivated form of vanilla was introduced in 1996-7 uthgeSmart
Program.)

In 1993 Alfred Jamran (Chambram?) is said to have brought vanillarmtfre Keravat

agricultural campus in Rabaul to his village of Yambes, from whegread throughout
Drekikir. Yambes growers harvested their first crop in 1996, which appedave been
the first commercial harvest for the Maprik-Drekikir-Wosergioa. The Maprik DPI

says that they looked over his training materials and gave tlesisiby for them at the
time, although they initiated training later in Maprik.

In 1999 the DPI introduced vanilla to Wosera, which was a good 3 yearsted first
plantings in Drekikir and Maprik. Training appears to have been spwtyghout the
region, and virtually no one we spoke to in Wosera had received anyngraoni
processing the bean. With respect to the limited staff of theabéPther DAL, the vanilla
craze was quickly too much to manage. There seems to have beefioreslto educate
villagers about cultivation and drying, but whether these workshops \ifective, or
thorough, is hard to say. Most of the growers we spoke to from Drég&ikifosera look
back and blame their lack of training on the government. It is be¢hagewere ill-
trained, they say, that so much poor quality vanilla flooded the market by late 2003.

Store prices Supermarkets and major retail stores unashamedly raisegtices along
with the boom. In a market economy, this is not unexpected. But in aiptecaew
market economy where major shops are foreign-owned, it proved to beisagpublic
relations. Papindo opened a branch in Maprik which was a service tontimeunity that
looked all too opportunistic. This kindled a feeling of exploitation in the ipubhat
would snowball by late 2003, when vanilla prices dropped. By then people #ueoss
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region were all to ready to believe Papindo, the part-Indonesian compady,
manipulated the market to cheat Papua New Guineans of their due profits.

Banks: One of the reasons the retailers were able to ‘carpetbafotira so effectively
was because banks resisted any impulse to relax the requireomemgening bank
accounts. Remote Vvillagers especially found commercial banking predibithe
requirements for opening term deposit accounts have always involvedviesingd by a
current account holder, or showing multiple forms of identification. B&#iployees
apparently went on village visits to sign up new clients, largelyause they suffered
their own cash crunch at the time. We have no statistics on thig vibuild appear that
the outreach efforts were less than successful. Even in 2005 oufdeadhvery few
villagers with bank accounts. The ID was of course only one of thectdssta banking
for remote villagers; even where the roads were good and transpitabée, by the peak
of the boom road blocks and hold-ups were all too common.

The vanilla boom constitutes just one of many arguments for micnocna PNG. The
government of PNG is belatedly encouraging micro finance instituindgpractices, but
the concern of late, and the reason brakes have been put on this pradkdsaatbeen
the popularity of quick-money and pyramid schemes that have appeared Hwos
county—most notably in the North Solomons Province. Thousands of remote rgillage
across the country have lost hard-earned savings to scam amistisipg to grow or
transform or invest for secure returns their meager savings. tuméoely the lack of
regulation in the industry creates the perfect environment for tbéss’ savings and
investment schemes to flourish. On the other hand, a typical grastwoes is either
distrustful of or intimidated by commercial banks, and although thexdegitimate
savings and loans societies in most major towns of PNG, theyneimai and far
between-” Non-literate and remote villagers without easy access to thawme few
means with which to make their income ‘grow’ (although see Sexton 1988,forWok
Meri indigenous banking schemes that have been successful exceptions).

Both the EU and the ADB have funded long-term projects for the develomhentro
finance in PNG. The Credit Schemes for Women and Cocoa Produceesl (ipas
Bougainville) was a technical assistance project funded by the Emrdgeion and
conducted by Bankakademie International from 2000-2002; and the Microfinance and
Empli)syment Project by the Asian Development Bank is still runnirgmn f2002 —
2006:

" A good example of one is the Adventist Developnielief Agency in Morobe Province, where their
Small Enterprise Development program has assistesldf women to establish savings accounts forlsmal
businesses.

'8 Banking has changed in PNG over the last two desdd Mt. Hagen’s PNGBC, in 1989, people used to
be able to use thumb prints as signatures, andahiégerate could verify their identity by utterirag

personal password to the teller. This accommodatiaients’ needs was instrumental in the growith o
strong local economy, because it ensured that semost remote villagers could save their monesr ov
time, could build a nest egg for their dreams, miodt of all guarantee that their hard-earned cqifeéits
would not be squandered, stolen or lost in a hoteé ground. The most restrictive rule at the time
concerned taking a loan: villagers had to havesttiree amount of money in their account, as sectiniy,
they wished to borrow. Collateral would also béelisin a loan application: things like pandanusgre
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Prostitution, adultery, domestic violence:Men went to border towns when they sold
vanilla in Jayapura and actually bought women as brides. Women caragathaggers
looking for men. Girls were seduced for vanilla, women took young boysast av
bacchanal, violating all sense of order and in the day of HIV/AfDSELP Resources
also proroduced a report in 2005 on child sex abuse and commercial eiyplodtat
children in PNG (HELP 2005) that raises the alarm about théctraffvomen, children,
guns, maraijuana, eaglewood and vanilla that heated up during the vanitiaabdacstill
exists today. They spoke to people from Jayapura (West Papua) to bitledgss in
PNG, throughout Sundaun Province, including Vanimo, and into Maprik, Drekikir and
Wewak, to trace some of the routes taken by vanilla growersitrguel sell their beans
and returning home flush with new money (lbid: 30-40). Prominent PNG meridraye
carved out this route from Port Moresby to Japayapura for busines®rasdxf with
Javanese prostitutes. The Central Sepik crisis Counseling Cemiaprik, Coordinated
by Lucy Goro, continues to deal with fall-out from some of the childebtransactions
made during the height of the boom. Young women from border villages in Sundaun
Province were purchased for K10-20,000 by Maprik and Drekikir vanilla growamers
their way back from Jayapura. Many have since been abandoned aft&udhe
sometimes with babies in tow. Vanilla was also a magnetdibrerfs, mothers and
brothers along the Sepik River wanting to sell their daughters atetssito vanilla
growers at the time. Some of these very young children are iriffganaants as well as
sex toys for their new owners.

Perhaps the most surprising sign of how widespread this problemowees drom the
one police officer in Wosera District, who told us he was seeinga$@s involving
prostitution every fortnight. He also saw up to 304 cases of in one @fealcohol
leading to abuse, assault, property damage, and theft. He sent ntbst d@dmestic
violence cases to the Welfare Officer, but added that most &f #rese from husbands
committing adultery or begrudging their wives vanilla money. This tha situation in
an area far from the eye of the storm, where people had planteddoyethtn harvest
their vanilla during the peak season. We do not have Maprik or Drekikaepstitistics,
but our data from Lucy Goro of the Central Sepik Crisis Counselimgr&eand from
previous reports (HELP Resources 2005, NHASP 2004) confirms that Wastzeed
much less than the other two Districts.

coffee trees, cassowaries and sometimes wives (wéthbrideprice value). As comical as this sounds
now, these relaxed protocols were essential thiéladthy and sustained growth of a ‘middle clasdvin
Hagen, based first of all on coffee, then on the-sff businesses coffee afforded: trucking, PMKk&ail
sales and so forth. Today women across the highlashd have been born or married into coffee
communities can be seen driving 4WDs and operdlieiy own secondhand shops, video rental businesses
and kai bars. Families own rental properties inntotiiey invest in farming equipment, and in clasibess
groups with their surplus profits. Much of this damattributed to the early access to banking that
Highlanders from Hagen to Kainantu have enjoyede(Sinney 1973)

19 See also the recent report by Catherine Levy ev®0O-sponsored study of HIV/AIDs awareness
conducted in Raikos, Ambunti/Dreikikir and the JMailley in February 2005, which record very low
levels of knowledge about and/or awareness of HIBSAN these areas (Levy 2005).
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Theft: In an environment where money was everything, if temporarily, tere only
SO0 many ways to get it: growing and selling beans, selling gandgotvers, buying
beans to sell to exporters, and theft. Once Papindo started buyingogeees those beans
on the vine in the garden were rife for theft and kids stole all kifdsnilla knowing
they could get cash from it. Roadblocks on under-maintained roads were too easy.

Land disputes This is the topic that requires the longest-term perspectigefoa which

it is necessary to comb the ethnographic literature. Rules otdamde and usufruct are
never etched in stone, and the ethnographic materials tells usg¢habé¢lam practiced
fairly flexible systems of group incorporation and ususfruct. Thesemagrant people
themselves, and so flexibility has always suited their objectdely in Wosera has there
ever been a threat of land pressure, and even these renowned gardactexs by
intebsifying their gardening practices, and more recently, begamigtating to West
New Britain for plantation work. For these, among other reasons, tHamlie general
have not tightened their land tensure rules until very recently.eferof migrants, and
the general drift of grifters, carpetbaggers and sex workeiiset area during the boom,
presented an urgent problem. As a result, land disputes were commtage Vil
Magistrates and Councilors were not just unwilling but unable to régdtiese disputes
because they were largely unprecedented. The issue of land telangelnghan the scope
of this report, but it is true that these districts suddenly bameéed for formalizing what
had otherwise been fluid. The problem is finding a way to define tersugerule rather
than an exact blueprint, so that it can serve the changing needs of a growing community.

Food securityis a critical issue: people across the region cut down their géndens to
plant vanilla. It wasn’t cost-effective to maintain coffee andoeowhile they toiled for
higher prices with vanilla. Unfortunately, no one anticipated thatvélisable new crop
would crash well below the more stable, if depressed, prices faacaed coffee.
Communities across the region are now concerned with reviving tmeief coffee and
cocoa gardens, and in Drekikir, for example, villages have alreadgHad new coffee
growers associations. Some of our informants reported that theygeitirey K5/kilo for
their beans today, while cocoa and coffe are selling for between 2@dG@ram.
Perhaps more importantly, people who neglected their food gardens, émepoef for
store bought foods, are struggling to replant yams, taro and othessstapttunately the
sago grounds were spared destruction, and this important staple resesushany
otherwise hungry communities. But food security implicates a rahgeher concerns
like nutrition, soil erosion, and the ability to pay fees for educatimhraedical needs. It
is clear that these farmers need a cash crop alternativdfé® @nd cocoa, in order to
lubricate the wheels of their economy. The risk, otherwise, isvili@gers will increase
their reckless sale of eaglewood and other forest products in pursuit of cash.

The lack of accountability for public servantscontributed to a general dissolution of
government infrastructureWe spoke to the single hard-working police man in Wosera,
and heard his complaints regarding support from above (no vehicle, naras$jst
especially during this difficult period. But a greater strairs wat on the entire area by
disgruntled or underpaid civil servants who simply did not show up for workt ofios
them taking the opportunity to plant vanilla gardens themselves. Thisthweasingle
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greatest factor to sustained lawlessness and disorder duringnitia baom. Without
the personnel for government infrastructure, the entire apparatusl society was little
more than a houe of cards. Youth groups, church groups and other civic orgasizat
buckled under the strain of having little or no law enforcement or buseaticand
noticeably absent teachers and religious leaders.

We know from the recently produced Human Rights Watch report on pdiicee an
PNG (HRW 2005) that the question for people who have been either abugedredi
by police across PNG seems to be 'Who polices the police?’ Thenmel responsible
for ensuring the links between judicial and law enforcement branchbstween schools
and churches, were all away from their office—and the unusual citences seems to
justify this. It points to a serious flaw in the operations of Geitiety across PNG, where
the local values of conciliation and peace-making tend to gag paiatens when they
see abuses of authority. People turn away rather than protest oinjaonjake over. The
fear is that they will be held accountable for usurping someons eésponsibilities, a
fear deeply rooted in the separation of powers and roles in traditional society.

There is a larger conclusion to be drawn from this vanilla boom, tooADI: like the

World Bank, look at the country’s dual economic structure, with a dioratial sector

(focused on mining and logging) atop and a broad informal sector (basetwstence
activities), as a key impediment to development. Job creation isdeoedithe most
effective form of economic growth and reducing ‘poverty’ in PNG. Bueihelies the

problem. We have seen how one volatile cash crop can provide exadtigdhad export

income the country needs, directing profits (for the most part) loattietgrowers where
a series of chain reactions stimulated the market economy &f these ESP districts.
More stores opened, more students went to school, and more patients ipaitetheal

fees. But the ‘need’ for this sort of cash rush remains dubious ifatieeof the low
human development indices for PNG. Poor life expectancy, low literpopr

communications and poor transport services are more desperately teadakle any
community strong enough to withstand elevated cash incomes. Beforea \amiVed,

people did not need to eat, they did not (by and large) go hungry thitgtyfter the

boom, this is certainly the case. Money is required for the baswinfrastructure of

rural PNG: roads, schools (fees), aid posts, police, DPI offices and so forth.

Much of the shortfall could be resolved by an aggressive anti-corruggiapaign. Short
of this ambitious solution, more money must be secured for infrasteuatuhe district
level. Even during the height of the vanilla boom, Dreikikir people wermesperate for
a road to market that they paid private contractors to cut and gfaeder road for them.
There is an AusAid Maprik-Wara Sikau highway project underway esemt (and
earthmoving is being conducted by the Lae-based company FTM), but th&dfals

Provincial Government has not has the most transparent record wattd riegdonor-
funded infrastructure projects. The point is that projects that worknttermine the
informal economy of PNG, even as they develop the formal sectodoatde-edged
swords. If the state is unable to provide a healthy infrastructutealy any amount of
money funneled into the private sector is going to be impermanentitdrgnand at

worst, social destructive. Moreover, cash crops that compete withinfoemal
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economy—the vitally important subsistence sector—are only plantingsébds of
hunger and greater economic instability. What rural PNG needs t® fadwlicash crops
that are durable and profitable enough to meet cash requiremenisafdarmers, while
not undermining the time and labor required to garden, fish, or hunt faarthly heeds.
Vanilla is intensive-intensive, but its value appeared to justifyeffet. However, even
at high prices, this could only be sustained on a cooperative basis,pelopie establish
village-level plantations. Independent farmers who abandoned their owly taardens
really signaled the beginning of the end of the vanilla boom, and seagweefer the bust.
Individually ambitious and shortsighted, ESP farmers lost sight of tubsistence
needs, and in so doing lost sight of the entire interdependent systeis iaelam

culture.

Whether or not Papindo caused the market price to fall on PNG vahdig, were

popularly blamed for it. As a result, Papindo Intec has closed its dotee, for one.
(See Appendix i1). But they cannot take all the blame. Districlipcial and national
governments let these people down; the banking sector let them dowreanidiage

leaders, to some extent, let them down. Our recommendation is m&ngéd institutions
and cooperative, as well as diverse, spice plantations---growinglavaldngside
cardamom, turmeric and other new spice crops. Micro finance Val gdeople to save
their profits and work toward long-term goals; and plantation saad will make the
kind of wanton destruction of other crops and food gardens less likely. Reiigtave

to formulate the kind of cooperate growers associations that dee beited to Abelam
land tenure rules anyway. Finally, we recommend the kind of ambitidtastructure
investments Gabriel Kapris is touting for Maprik, along with serious invegtm human
development: welfare officers, police officers, social servioesvomen and children,
and public sector support for youth and church groups across the region. I@saithey

two-tiered economy can withstand the pressures from flawed developrgatts,

world market fluctuations and the unavoidable graft and self-servicarpetbaggers,
opportunists and elected officials.
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XIX. Appendices

a.

TED Case Studies

Number 686, 2003

by Ali Y. Alwahti

“Vanilla: an endangered flavouring” African News Service - Bulletin d'Infaiona
Africaine, ISSUE/EDITION Nr 348 - 15/06/1998, accessible at
http://www.peacelink.it/anb-bia/nr348/e02.html

Trade of vanilla evolves around the issue of quality. It is thef&ature for the trade of this
commodity. Although no particular dispute regarding vanilla have bésedran the framework
of most multi-lateral organizations, an emerging trend of usiteyrative products to natural
vanilla foreshadows potential disputes. Indeed, there is an increessirig developed countries
of synthetic vanilla, also known as “vanillin.” [1] If developing caigg are being treated
differently from most of the World Trade Organization (WTO) rberms on the agriculture
agenda, trade of commadities such as vanilla, which are vithlet@tonomies of developing
nations, should have a special provision that would guarantee theiyguedéibsence of specific
regulations, this could have serious consequences on vanilla produches firture. As one
analysis concludes, “Despite regulations which currently restéptacement by synthetic
products, biotechnology is also threatening all or part of the worldazamarket - assuming that
legislation concerning the use of the word "vanilla" develops and ce@mnsuane prepared to
accept the new products proposedl fegal issue might arise within the current framework of the
WTO, particularly under the Agriculture Negotiations. This redeaexplores Vanilla, a
commodity that has been at the core of development policies of sesaeDleveloped Countries’
(LDCs) economic plans. We look at the global trade of Vanilla asdcénsequences on
development policies in two member-countries of the Indian Ocean Gsiomi(IOC): The
Comoro Islands and Madagascar. We explore the strategies ofetjiahal block what
perspectives it envisions to sustain the production of vanilla in todeffset gaps in economic
growth. We discuss the challenges these countries face with cheapiéa coming onto the
market from other countries such as Indonesia. We analyse thereneirtal challenges such as
rain shortage and cyclones that cause bad harvest. We also @helgffects of artificial vanilla
(Vanillin) on these countries' development goals. Finally, we loothede countries' vanilla
strategies and explore the possibilities of claiming a Culsebgraphic Indicator for vanilla
within the IOC framework. We particularly explore the European Usidramework for
Protected Designation of Origin (PDO), Protected Geographical Indicatidr) @P@ Traditional
Specialty Guaranteed (TSG), and the Treaty for Trade-Relapdcts of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS ) under the WTO framework.

According to experts, vanilla is from the orchid family spice arkch@avn asvanilla planifolia. It
is the only edible fruit of that family and is the largestifaraf flowering plants in the world.
There are only two types of vanilla, Bourbon and Tabhitian, which are used commercially.
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Bourbon vanilla is named after the islands in the Western IndiaarOoomprised of Reunion,
Mauritius, Madagascar, and the Comoros. Bourlwamilla and Mexican vanilla have basically
the same features but differ in quality

Vanilla originated from Mexico. Until the late 19th century, Mexica lthe monopoly on
growing vanilla, but now Madagascar and Indonesia grow the majority of the world's crop.

Other sources contend that the explorer Cortez of Spain discovered the vanilla begicin Me
and brought it back to Spain. Its use spread throughout Europe from there. In 1873 the vanilla
plant was introduced to Madagascar . Madagascar and Indonesia are now the worltdjs leadi
producers of vanilla beans.

Other countries that grow vanilla include Guatemala, Costa Rica, Uganda, ChiaaPeqalia
New Guinea, Tonga, Fiji, Tahiti, and the Philippines .

Vanilla is the world's most labor-intensive agricultural crop,clwhis why it's so expensive. It
will take up to three years after the vines are planted bétferérst flowers appear. The fruits,
which resemble big green beans, must remain on the vine for nine rmootider to completely
develop their signature aroma. However, when the beans are hdytksiehave neither flavor
nor fragrance. They develop these distinctive properties during the curing process

Due to the value of vanilla, it trails a long history of robbeny. €&ample, in Madagascar, where
vanilla theft has been a serious problem for several years,egrostarted "branding" the
individual green beans by poaching them. The markings remainedrefyewere dried. In that
way, suspected stolen beans would be distinguished by the specific tattoo

The current annual demand for vanilla is 2200 tons which is exported Unitesl States, the
world's biggest consumer of vanilla, at to Europe especially France.

It is also believed that vanilla extract from Mexico can hawka bean extract added. The tonka
bean extract smells like vanilla, but contains coumarin, a subdtanced by the US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) as a food additive after studies shoaviik between coumarin and
liver and other organ damage.

According to the European Union, Madagascar received rural developsssiiance from the
European Union supporting vanilla farmers, from plantation to supermarket from 1997 to 2002. It
has resulted in vanilla production and export becoming once again aggiltae Malagasy
economy in 2002. Previously the world’s leading exporter of vanilla, Mestag had over the
course of the 1980s and early 1990s lost its competitive edge, wittresmonding slump in
export earnings. The EC-funded program, started in 1998, assists bothsgemdethe entire
supply chain — from processors to distributors and exporters. The progsamlpad transform

the fortunes of the Malagasy vanilla industry from its nadirhm mid-1990s, with significant
benefits for vanilla-producing communities and the economic perfornainde country as a
whole.

Experts in the vanilla industry identify quality as the keydeafor the trade of this commodity.
Despite the absence of a particular dispute regarding vanilla froagémela of most multi-lateral
organizations, an emerging trend of using alternative products taahaamilla foreshadows
potential disputes. Indeed, with the increasing use in developed coofsigghetic vanilla, also
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known as “vanillin,” a legal issue might arise within the correamework of the World Trade
Organization (WTO), particularly under the Agriculture Negotiations .

Vanilla producing countries are mainly developing countries and defalid states, most of
which lack of resources, economies of scale and are vulnerabieitoranental problems. The
Uruguay and Doha rounds in the WTO framework address this group of naitbnspecific
“special and differential treatments.” For example, under the Uyuguand recommendations,
developing countries have flexibility in committing to the WTOulatjons regarding agriculture
commodities.

The propensity of developing nations to regroup in order to maximize ititenests in the
framework of the WTO has been an important element in fostetipgost from developed
nations for these special treatments in favor of nations in then.Sdhe Cairns Group, for
example, includes many WTO members both from developed and developingesouktt the

same time, the rise of regional blocks such the COMESA in soutfeca, a group that aims at
maximizing trade within their region, becomes an important assetldveloping nations to
succeed in the WTO negotiations.

If developing countries are being treated differently from mosthefWTO members on the
agriculture agenda, trade of commodities such a vanilla thatitatg¢o their economies should
have a special provision that would guarantee the quality of vanilla.

In recent years, the price of vanilla and the prospects of incgeasvenues of developing
countries have led to the emergence of several vanilla producingieswsuch as Uganda, India,
Mexico, Papua New Guinea, posing a threat to the vanilla from Msckgand the Comoros,
which is said to have a better quality.

This leads to some concerns including the competition that vaniés faith cheap synthetic
products such as synthetic vanillin and other “natural flavours.” Irerales of specific
regulations, this could have serious consequences on vanilla produches firture. As one
analysis concludes, “Despite regulations which currently restéptacement by synthetic
products, biotechnology is also threatening all or part of the worldazamarket - assuming that
legislation concerning the use of the word "vanilla" develops and cemnsuane prepared to
accept the new products proposed.

The issue of quality was also raised specifically in the U&#e of the two main vanilla
consumers, in trade issues with Mexico. Indeed, it is believed &ndtavextract from Mexico

can have tonka bean extract added. The tonka bean extract smelNsdika, but contains
coumarin, a substance banned by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as a foud additi
after studies showed a link between coumarin and liver and other organ damage.

Given that Madagascar and the Comoros are members of the, &aidhbean and Pacific (ACP)
group, thus benefiting special trade preferences through the Europeanntamiat, and given
the specific quality of its vanilla (different from the Mexiso/anilla), the quality of their vanilla
should be protected.

There are no known WTO disputes on vanilla or claims of Cultural Geographic tnditat this
product. However, vanilla from Madagascar, according to the Europeami€sion, got a
"national label of origin and quality” that is to be registerethatinternational level. Trade of
vanilla falls under the Harmonized Commaodity Description and CodisteBy. Vanilla trade is
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also covered under TRIPs because artificial vanilla produced &laged countries might close
the global market to the South.

A major component of the labor force in Madagascar and Comoros is fiouhd agricultural

sector. In 2000, the vanilla production line in Madagascar employed about 2@00@rgand

5,000 producers. Although we lack data to estimate the population involvadilla production

in the Comoros, a significant portion of the more than 70% of the gmjyelation which works
in rural areas, is active in the production of vanilla, one of the pgsiivo export crops. Labor
force and industry output for the two countries are summarized below.

In both countries, vanilla export is monopolized by the government and the tiessas vanilla
exporters. Likewise, the government sets the final prices, botfhdogreen bean and the final
product. Vanilla export represents a large portion of government resjetiues monitoring
vanilla production and vanilla trade in the world became some of tiweitips of the
governments of Comoros and Madagascar. Policy makers of thesdaetatognize the effects
that a cyclone or a disease on vanilla in disrupting the sodietlysaets in these developing
countries. Yet, all actors in the vanilla production are equally coadeby the increasing use of
synthetic vanilla in the industrialized world.

Additional concerns have also been raised from emerging cooperativasilla farmers. These
particularly address fairness on the price of green and procemsidld to the farmers. Indeed, in

a move to improve fair-trade in the industry, farmers have beganiaing and getting support
from union activists in vanilla import countries. For example, CO¥A&D( Coopérative de
Vanille des Comores) a vanilla cooperative that claatsut 400 members in the Comoros has
been receiving support from the Confederation Francaise Du T(®FIT), a French workers
union based in the North-Western city of Dunkerque (source:
http://asso.nordnet.fr/aice/pour_un_monde_solidaire.htm).

Production of green vanilla beans in the Comoros between 1997 and 2000 defiaasgls
tons to 685 tons while export of processed vanilla although reached a4 tons in 1999,
declined to 159 tons in 2000.

Comoros

. 711997 | 1998 | 1999 2000
Vanilla

Exports

164 132 184 | 159
(tonnes)

Production
(green; 815 |943 | 600 | 685
tonnes)

Source: Economist Intelligence Unit 2003

Export of vanilla in Madagascar, on the other hand shows an increasimd) in vanilla
production.

Madagascar-
Vanilla

Exports (in0.7 /0.7 13| 11| 1.6

199719981999 2000 2001
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thousands of
tonnes)

Source: “IMF-Madagascar-Selected Issues and Statistical Appendix, Decex@bér via:
http://www.coi-info.org/francais/quest.asp

Vanilla Export in Value and Value ( 000 of% (of Global

Percentage terms (2000) US$) Market)
Madagascar 63,811 59.2
Comoros 7,280 6.7
Total 71,091 65.9

Source: “Global Spice Markets: Imports-1996-2000” International Trade Centr€UAD/WTO

Comoros 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Total Population

(N497.0506.7 517.3/527.9/538.5 549.3
thousands)

Labor Force (in thousands) 1401A4.5/146.6/149.9/152.9/156.C

Unemployed (in thousands) 280 29/0 30.0 30.0 31.0 31.2

Unemployed (in percent

9.9 201 204 20 203 20
labor force)

Source: “IMF-Comoros-Recent Economic Developments-December 2001 fittpal/www.coi-
info.org/francais/quest.asp

Madagascar 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000, 2001
Total Population (in thousands)3,803 14,222|14,650 15,085(15,529
Labor Force (in thousands) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Unemployed (in thousands) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Unemployed (in percent ‘t)era n/a n/a n/a n/a
labor force)

Source: “IMF-Madagascar-Selected Issues and Statistical Appendix, Dece2bg(” via:
http://www.coi-info.org/francais/quest.asp

Population Data

Madagascar Population,  mid-p, 1 1ation (%) }_oiggr
9 2002 (millions) P ° o)
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16.4

Average annual

growth 1996-02 30 32

Source: World Bank: http://www.worldbank.org/data/countrydata/aag/mdg_aag.pdf

Population Data

Comoros Population,  mid-p, 1 1ation (%) }_oiggr
2002 (millions) P °
(%)
0.59
Average annual o5 58

growth 1996-02

Source: World Bank, http://www.worldbank.org/data/countrydata/aag/com_aag.pdf

According to the WTO, Madagascar has liberalized its tradeneem recent years with a trade
policy framework essentially based on tariffs. In addition, expostricions have been
eliminated.

Although this category seems to be absent in the vanilla productiomaaied few elements are
noteworthy. The Madagascar's share in the international marketndfa during the past 20
years has fallen due to policies of increasing export prices argbsixe taxation by the
Government of Madagascar. This, according to policy-makers haftegesn an increased
impoverishment of the workforce and a constant price fluctuation. dicgdy policy-makers

and Western donors initiated a set of reforms by 1999 geared at liberalizing thee manilet.

The rise in recent years of vanilla robbery and smuggling in §star has resulted in tax
evasions (via neighboring islands such as Reunion and the Comoros) dossthrequality of
green vanilla beans. Experts contend that government's failure toldbrg smuggling also has
effects on the vanilla price in the international market.

A final concern is the competition that vanilla faces with cheamhetic products such as
synthetic vanillin and other "natural flavours." In absence of dpeeifulations, this could have
serious consequences on vanilla producers in the future. As one anahdisdes, ", “Despite
regulations which currently restrict replacement by synthettlymts, biotechnology is also
threatening all or part of the world vanilla market - assurtfiagy legislation concerning the use
of the word "vanilla" develops and consumers are prepared to accept tpeodewts proposed.”
[see Note]

Thanks to a favorable maritime tropical climate, the islandthefSouth-Western part of the
Indian Ocean are home of some of the expensive spices in the workkdraple, in addition to
vanilla, Ylang-Ylang, a flower whose extract is used in perfuiisethe second labor-intensive
and expensive cash crop of these islands. When market forces eneayagethese crops can
sometimes represent an important income for farmers who emg#ge vanilla production line.
Yet, the geographic location of the islands has also some inconvenigrateimpact on the
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production of these crops. The region is home of cyclones, cyclonic wintdsteong rainy
seasons. For example, in 2000, cyclone Hudah hit Madagascar and destroy#amof®
percent of its vanilla crop and the beans that were in storage. This resuttesky-tocketing of
the price vanilla in the world market. Cyclones are frequertan region of the Indian Ocean,
thus producers are constantly faced with the danger of loosing their precious commodity.

Some vanilla experts also blame global warming as having at dimpact on the climatic
changes in the region.

The curing process, which consists of heating the vanilla beans in hot evateee minutes at a
particularly selected temperature of 65 degrees Celsius iptthge that engenders the most
environmental devastation in these countries. Wood is the main souzoergly and trees from
the primary rainforest are the most exposed to deforestation. &feime® cutting and the failure
to develop alternative sources of energy, such as using heawufuers, have led to the use of
coconut palm trees in the vanilla production. Indeed, the envelope of tlabgut is highly
volatile and producers have found in it a cheaper and better source of energy.

Cyclones are frequent in that region of the Indian Ocean, thus producers arethofastad with
the danger of loosing their precious commodity. As a result of l@r@yaen 2000, the price of
vanilla in the world market has the sky-rocketing since then.

Vanilla growing does not requires the clearance of virgin landusecd needs shade and is
usually inter-planted among others crops such as coffee and bananaseklowars of tree
cutting and the failure to develop alternative sources of enargly,as using heavy fuel burners,
have led to the use of coconut palm treethe vanilla production. The process is putting more
pressure of impoverished populations whose diet is heavily dependent on c(smmumore
under "culture" below).

The emergence of a "disease" that hits coconut palm treesadiypiecthe Comoros [2] is also
hitting the vanilla beans. As a result the quality of vanillanbaa decreasing, coconut trees are
diseappearing since the disease also destroys the protective vegetation aconndtcees.

In the Comoro Islands and Madagascar, where vanilla is one of thecash crops, the labor-
intensive industry of vanilla involves both men and women. In the Freaoldmial times, a
vanilla producer typically consisted of someone of a high socialsstaho had ties with the local
elite and the colonial administrators, and who easily accessedkddaas that enabled him/her
start the vanilla business. Another condition for that person was @ éhéarge piece of land
where processed vanilla beans had to be dried for months before thdybeocbnsumed and
packed for export. A final condition was to have the necessary stoapacity for the processed
beans.

The various phases involved in the production of vanilla beans includéngrqgvicking, curing,
drying, and sorting. Most stakeholders, from vanilla growers to expogee all involved at one
or more of the stages.
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b.The IPA web page early 2003:
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PNG Gossip newsletter 26 Jan 2004
Maprik Police

7KH SROLFH LQ ODSULN GLVWUDRRWY KDYM BHBLMN 3URYLQFH
YHKLFOH GRQDWHG E\ WKH 3DSLQGRH*YBRS¥SRI| &RPSDQLHYV
GRQDWHG . WRZDUGV WKH YHHWLROH :ROQBVWKH OLQLVW
DQRG WKH ORFDO PHPEHU IRU ODQDWNHG*DEULHQ .DSULV GR
WRZDUGV WKH YHKLFOH

e.

Bank of Papua New Guinea 28 May 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE

ILLEGAL DEPOSIT TAKING (FAST MONEY) SCHEMES

Bank of Papua New Guinea (the Bank) wishes to warn the public to be wary of fast money
schemes that continue to operate in some parts of Papua New Guinea and strongly suggest that
investment in such schemes be avoided.

The Bank has in the past warned the public about illegal money schemes such as U-Vistract,
Money Rain, Windfall, Millenium Corporation Limited, Bonanza 99,

Hosava Stocks, Papalain Association, and the National Federation of Foundation. These illegal
money schemes promise huge returns (dividends, interest, profits) for upfront payments or
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deposits from the public and never pay out because the promised money never arrives. You are
warned again not to deposit or invest your money wi th these and any other illegal money
schemes because you will never get your money back including the promised interest.
Despite past warnings to the public and efforts by authorities (Bank of PNG, Police, Courts) to
cease or stop the public from participating in these illegal schemes, reports received by the Bank
suggests that some illegal schemes have re-emerged and are operating again. These include
money schemes such as U-Vistract, Papalain Associat  ion, Hosava Stock, Royal Assembly

of Nations and Kingdoms, International Bank of Meek  amui and Papala. The Bank warns the
public that the principal of the illegal U-Vistract and Papala, Noah Musinghu and his associates,
have taken money from many people from parts of Papua New Guinea and have not paid those
people’s monies back. Noah Musingku and his associates have re-emerged again in the North
Solomons Province, under the names of Royal Assembly of Nations and Kingdoms, Papala

and other names such as International Bank of Meekamui, in doing the same activity. A warrant
of arrest, which was ordered by the National Court is currently in force for the arrest of Noah
Musingku. The Bank informs the public that under the Banks and Financial Institutions Act, only
licensed banks and financial institutions are allowed to accept deposits from the public. The
following is a list of authorized deposit-taking institutions:

Licensed Commercial Banks

1. Australia & New Zealand Banking Group (PNG) Ltd

2. Bank South Pacific Ltd

3. Maybank (PNG) Ltd

4. Westpac Bank (PNG) Ltd

Licensed Finance Companies

. AGC (Pacific) Ltd

. Credit Corporation (PNG) Ltd

. First Investment Finance Ltd

. Finance Corporation Ltd

. Kina Finance Ltd

. Pacific Capital Ltd

. PNG Home Finance Ltd

. Resources & Investment Finance Ltd

. PNG Microfinance Ltd

10. Wau Microbank (Lae)

Authorised Savings & Loan Societies

1. Air Niugini Savings & Loan Society Ltd

2. Rural Development Bank Savings & Loan Society Ltd

3. CBO Savings & Loan Society Ltd

4. PNG Cocoa Growers & Producers Savings & Loan Society Ltd

5. East New Britain Savings & Loan Society Ltd
6
7
8
9

OCO~NOOUTA WNPEP

. Elcom Staff Savings & Loan Society Ltd
. Lae City Council Employees Savings & Loan Society Ltd
. Manus Savings & Loan Society Ltd
. Morobe Savings & Loan Society Ltd (in liquidation)
10. Niu Ailan Savings & Loan Society Ltd
11. OK Tedi Mining Savings & Loan Society Ltd
12. PNGBC (BSP) Staff Savings & Loan Society Ltd
13. PNGHB Staff Savings & Loan Society Ltd
14. PNG University of Technology Savings & Loan Society Ltd
15. Police & State Services Savings & Loan Society Ltd
16. PTP Savings & Loan Society Ltd
17. Sepik Savings & Loan Society Ltd
18. Teachers Savings & Loan Society Ltd
19. Waterboard Staff Savings & Loan Society Ltd
20. Nasfund Contributors Savings & Loan Society Ltd
L. Wilson Kamit, CBE
GOVERNOR
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f.

World Socialist Website wsws.org

Papua New Guinea fast money schemes: a financial house of cards collapses
By Stan McKenzie

6 July 2000

IDVW PRQWK WKH 1DWLRQDO &RRUWHRIHID B/ IHZT XKGOMOLRQ RI :LQGILC
VL[ VR FDOOHG ®IDVW PRQH\~ VERNFH3/LWKIWPREK UFOWHS WRHDU 7KH |
PRQH\ VFKHPHV ZHUH D FODVVLFPIRQW R1KSHAUW RIDP HYYOHRQM\ 5DLQ :LQG
DQG %RQDQ]D!UHDG OLNH WKRVH RWUXDHREONLW U PHW KGQGINSIRYGWYV E\ RII
SKHQRPHQDO LQWHUHVW UDWHWWZQHAW I RVKHBG DJHVBHB PHQW UHW XU
DQG XS WR SHUFHQW LQ D VHFEY PH\N HVX®IOl BX@QIALGY DQG HDUO\ LQ)
REWDLQ ODUJH UHWXUQV EXW YHWHORWY HG VUMM BB RVIHHRSIQUDWLRQ LG
FROODSVHYV DQG WKH VPDOOHURPAKNHPRIVRISWKBIMRBR RBHFR\ H[SORLW
GHVSHUDWLRQ RI ZRUNHUV XQHEBSOWWG DIGDYLGRPPHQYWWHY LQ SDU
VPDOO LQYHVWRUV SDLG DPRXQV8% UDQRLQJ INR®PD &BL.QD 2Q
%RXJDLQYLOOH ZKLFK KDV EHHQZDDY DERX\E\ D GHADRS-OR]QHDUO\ HYH!
DGXOW RQ WKH LVODQG!LQYHVWHG KB PHYLR WHDH® \BORGHWRPLVH RI TX
ZHDOWK DQ HVFDSH IURP WK 3RWDWQGDDGE MIOMWQUKHLPDMRULW\ RI \
IDFH 7KH VRFEBW THIQGH FK DQG SRRU KDV GEHWSHEHEMV\QL YHFHQW \HD
JRYHUQPHQW KDYH LPSOHPHQWH G QDKH. BQBPW DWW R D WKK QBWD QG WKH
HFRQRPLF SRVLWLRQ KDV FRQWLQXR IGWKR \ZGID®HW K KN PRRIREROLVHG E
LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRUSRUDW LIR® ¥ X0Q.® HDVVPBHQO (RIAH WRDQRFQH PLOOL
WKH SRSXODWLRQ RI PLO @IORYRYHYUWE DO REH W,QHURIUDELDUHDV WKH Il
SHUFHQW 2YHU SHUFHQW RIGDGXHWY¥HDQUW ROSHWSOBWHH EHIRUH WK
7KH PDMRULW\ Rl WKH SRSXOWWQRB MWIPQQ U HBIQRQRYMEKRXNVDQGV KDY
LQWR VKDQW\WRZQV DURXQG PBIMEU EHWWRXW OHNXOIRUWPEROR\PHQW F
VHUYLFHV 7KH IDVW PRQH\ VFKHPWW 8 UHRQRIH BRWH FH UEHFRWK WKH QD'
JRYHUQPHQW DQG SURYLQFLDO.DPHKOAKKRWRWRWWGEXIM. ZRUB\IDFWMR 7UHDV.
WKH SUHYLRXYV 6NDWH JRYHUQPH{JWP SWDRY HGRP WBQNH LHFBIQVLQJ
UHTXLUHPHQWV WR IRXU Rl WKKLWFKRBBRWVQPHK@W SURY¥HG WR EH D PD
LQ LQGXFLQJ SHRSOH WR LQYHVWUQ@RHG@WUUGQWDOHNHIURQ@R\ ZHHNV OD
WKH H[HPSWLRQ XQWLO 6HSWHPEKU%3ZKHDQW LI \WD/QYNKHRE D WKUHH PR
GHDGOLQH IRU WKH VFKHPHV WRQSD F RXWH WRKSHHLULD WQ RIQWW RKN %31* FOD
EH XQDZDUH RI WKH H[LVWHQF D W I WLKPH VEKH® HVKXQIWUZWRHGLD H[SRV
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EHLQJ PDGH %XW :HVWSDF %DQN RPQ@\WDDBUFAAABQVKIHO DBIWLF VD\LQJ W
FRPPHUFLDO EDQNV KDG OHDUQH®E RIQWHH X B WKXPHYCRBBIUQWGE WKH FHQ
PRQWKY EHIRUH WKH\ HQWHUHGQ 3% R XIPQARWLEDG @BEHQBUW@®FRXUDJIHG
LQYHVW %RXJDLQYLOOH 3HRSOWH 8 K& ROEMIH K I LOHGY WKHIQWE KRIPHV DV S
®D ZLQGRZ Rl KRSH DQG RSSRUWRQ@XWLRQORXIPURY l9O53H IIDHFWLRQ OHDC
JUDQFLV 2QD DOVR SUDLVHG WKHZWRKH®RY QB 8 FIDP® RGHWKWHG E\
%RXJDLQYLOOHDQV™ (YHQ DIWGOLWYKHWKN X GRVKIUWKH WHKB VFKHPHV Z
VHYHUDO WLPHV $ %5$% FRQWL QDB QW JKLERWRIG/ WIKRQ $IXW WRDW ORUHVE\
FODLPLQJ WKH FORVXUH RI 8 9L VRW WKW %RE JDLPOYILEDWIFHDFH SURFHYV
VKRXOG WKHUHIRUH EH KDOW H GF HAK H QAR R HPPLHT X D&DRQ@®\QIRQ ODUFK DIW
IDLOLQJ WR PDNH DQ\ UHW XU QQRR ILQFYLHDMWONREYYU RXQOVLVKIHYHQ WR VXFK
IODZHG VFKHPHV LW LV D PHDVXWHKR | UVRW WQK WX H) G REQRHG V ILQDQFLE
EHFRPH &OHDUO\ VHFWLRQV RI BDWHEXWRQH/W AHDS GMDOHD QG OHDSW
RSSRUWXQLW\ WR PDNH VRPH IDVIWMRPRQHD HYBRQWKBRIKLHEBHY NQHZ W
VFKHPHV ZHUH FHUWDLQ WR FRUODB®WR XV VR GRMTKGQEBOARG WKH 31*
HFRQRP\ 7KH VFKHPHV HPHUJHG H G WALIDH) DHIMRHQURPFDLWE KF B L WK/ R |
JRUHLJQ LQYHVWPHQW LQ 31* IH GG WEYHDIR WEKXPSNGDE\G WSKHUFHQW JLY
WR LQWHUHVW UDWHV RI RYHWLRGHUKH GWVIMUD GLDKQ LQO®mMFLDO SUHV
31* DV ®WKH EXVLQHVV HQYLUR @PRHIMMR U R@ WKHHDMD WLIR) IWZ FUHGLW DJ}
ORRG\ V DQG 6WDQGDUG 3RRU V!R®DIF¥IE WIL*OHQRW KD \ERWWDWLRQV P
ILQDQFH YHU\ H[SHQVLYH 8QGHW \WIFKKHRQGLWQRWHKM KDIBH)R TXDOPV D
VKRULQJ XS WKHLU RZQ SHUVRQRIDWHKIH G W& XMW WLKRD H FKHQE/KILHI 2PEXG
6LPRQ 3HQWDQX DGPLWWHG WKDWIKMDZD8%6 SDLG IRDRW DQ RULJLQDO
LQYHVWPHQW RI NLQU D /L REFIZGDSDS MK IFODLPHG WKDW WKH VSHDNI
31* SDUOLDPHQW KDG LQYHVWREWUDOMNLQ DL @ R@ONDDGS W KDA
SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV KDG LQY HF WHGSIXRGLNG 8 WRMLGIHG W RRWKWHKHLU FR
LQWR WKH VFKHPHV &RQVLGHUDHOEHBRRERWW FSIURRQHLBDE\ SHRSOH :
OHDVW DIIRUG LW $Q LQYHYVMWQ YBKM IV H OUH DROUMN GXQEIDNBRHEE VL HZ
FRQVHUYDWLYHO\ HVWLPDWHGDW K8BW DPER)ON RQ PHD® IERI G LARVW LQ Wk
S\UDPLG VFKHPHV 7KLV UHSUHV HQWW¥ HQWVPIJWMKH. 6B X QWRU\ V DQQXDO
'RPHVWLF 3URGXFW *'3 W HTXBQWI3R® VOHR@QXYBIOFRRXVHKROG VDYLQ
JUHDWHU WKDQ WKH DPRXQW V SIHIR\R RQWH GX FDMRIEPE OF KK MU KLIKHU ¢
WKH OHOBRKUMMLPHG WKDW LQYHVWRUV VD 8 SALLWOLRFWND Q B Q FKKIDI® 1OF
RI WKH VFKHPHV WR SD\ EDFN L QNMMHHUPED K D\WQ HYRNH& WRBFHPEHU WK
Rl SHRSOH FRQYHUJHG RQ %XNXS$ @® WKH BQE YDW @ YWIIONM UMK QGYV DQG !
IURP 8 9LVWUDFW DQG ORQH\OLQNR BHRS OHJ KID\G MKULDY BOQDBIGDQG 1LV VL
GHPDQGLQJ SD\PHQW 7KH ZHHN EFDROWH S RMLEKHD 6 RS EH WULHG WR
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HPSOR\HHV Rl 8 9LVWUDFW -H U WK\H6DR®X\ RBHU UWKRHPRI KDV DOOHJHG
LQIXULDWHG GHSRVLWRUV W KWHDWHQHG ZKDLW B0Q.OHH J RIGID \RD KG X FWHG D Q
EDVKHG DQG DEXVHG E\ LQYH VW RVKD W K KLY H1 W FOLW MODHD KIREF R XS WK H L
$FFRUGLQJ WR D AHBRBRMOO@MWKH &KULV %XUW WKHDRMRRUURI BSSRLQWH (
9LVWUDFW KDV ®UHOLQTXL\KKHBRIPRIS\D QR GILE LRRW KWDLYH BQY DVVHWYV RU
DYDLODEOH™ +H KDV QRZ EHHQ :D8SRRQW HERE UMK DEBWMLRQVRDUH VWLOO
DJDLQVW WZR RWKHU VFKHPHV *RIDG KRQH\LVQEYRQMR KRISH WKDW WK
JRYHUQPHQW ZLOO SURYLGH FRPSHQMHWMR@WKRQYJIZLWK OWKH ,QWHUQ
ORQHWDU\ )XQG LW DVVXUHG W®PHQM @Z\L W& DR W IKHFBRSWUDQ\ ILQDQF
UHVSRQVLELOLW)\ IRU ORVVHV RIQFXUUHG XQGHU WKHVH VFKH

Top left: Wosera interviews; top right: KumunikuW¢sera) yam ceremony; bottom left: Maprik ; bottom
right: Yambes.
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Above: North Wosera yam house; Below, Top leftresiovanilla in Musumblum, Dreikikir; top right:
Wara Sikau coffee launch with Chairman PNG Coffeddfation, Wara Sikau Councilor, Mande Sowong,
Dreikikir DPI; bottom left: Wara Sikau coffe laundhottom right: Yambes.
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Top left: road work near Wara Sikau; top right: feefassociation certificate presentation in Waka8i
middle: Vanilla processing certificate issued bylDAottom: vanilla buyer, Maprik.
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h. Blamda kinship diagram

154



.
The National 25 November 2005

7 (
o, 1!
I @A " T# ,
o ) #
(
# om0 #
$ S G
# $ &
# (
0 $ ( ,
# (&C (
C$ , (
#o#(
! (e
( ( #
($Cc
# " # (&
( &
= o
D $ ( " (
#$ (& (#
o & . &
( #&
(
(
A (( c' C$
1
# A $6
("# (= (
(& # = #
( " A
(
(( (%
) # ( $6
# &

#
" $
# (1 A
) #&
(
/IB&
& (#
( :
' (
# &
" $
"& #
" (
( ( '
& 3 &
(
( 14
(
} (&
# #$6
o
$
#
((
$ (
# & A
4 = ) #" %
) #
& (
(

155



