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Executive Summary

Working greet children arenew to Papua New Guinea (PN@)ver the last ten yearsthey
have become commonplace to towns, truckstops and settlements You see then in
downtown Port Moresby for example, parking cars and resting along the sidewalk,
waiting for a handout. T h e ygubby but not menacing.When it rains theyoften huddle
in the Steanships doorway and yet by dark they have disappeared to settlements and
temporary shelters elsewhereln Mt. Hagenand Kundawa they trawl the bus stops with
fistfuls of biros and boxes of stolergoods for sale. At Kudjip Tea Plantationin Western
Highlands young Simbu boys from Gemboghre actually employed for long hours each
day and turn in to dormitories at night. By contss, young girls in Kopopo, East New
Britain, emerge at dusk to sell themselves to strangers, often to help provide for ithe
families.

Across the countrygchildren of broken homesand those sent from the village to town to
live with relatives become frigteningly vulnerable to the street life: when school fees fail
to materialize, or relatives face hardship, these children are sent to work on the streets
selling everything from smokes to sex, often straddling the realms of crime along with the
informal economy, just as they manage childhood desires and adult responsibilities at
the same time.

60Street kidsdé in the PNG context refers to chi
on the streets or public venues in towns and resourcextraction sites like plantations

and mining camps.The term is poorly suited to PNGf, only because the country has so

few O6streetsd® and the <children found on them
childbend of mor e urieb @he ipartieutars gaoy from placeo place, but the

common denominatorof this growing youth population is that they are making a living in

the streets and the informal economies of towns across PNG, usually far from their

ancestral village and mainly away from their natural parents.

They do not go to schooland most of themdo not have the social network that keeps
most Papua New Guineans afloafThe skills they are learninggromise only dim futures
for their adulthood.

These dreet children are uniquelyPapua New Guinean in theipragmatic response to
circumstances. Theseare working childrer-not always legally, but industriously, angith
remarkable resourcefulness. fieir relations with the adults in their lives ardraught, but
they have mustered coping skills to look after thems$ees, their siblings and each other.
Even as their parents cannot cope, or have died, as relatives neglect or abuse them, and
strangers willingly exploit and molest them; as passeby insult them; and as
government services bypass them, these children astrivers--{ooking for a normal life.

To a child, they dream of school, family, good food and a safe home. And most street
children in PNG are not committed to a life of crime.

Thesechildren are theyoung urban poor.Their circumstances bear little retaonship to

the organized subculture of raskol gangs, although many street children do become
raskols as adults. Wh a 't this study refers to
number of boys and girls under age 18 who are daily members of the infordnezonomy,

surviving in towns and cities and resource sites across PNG by their wits and willpower

more than any social welfare system onongovernmental apparatus. Their needs are

different from the rural poor who live on the land and can revert from th@onetary

economy to a garden and the goodwill of relatives. In rural contexts children are rarely

orphaned or left to fend for themselves.



But in towns across PNG where housimpglai s
kai kai moni --we eat money,or live on money) children who cannot afford to attend
school or most often ompelled towork on the streets in markets, in rubbish dumps, and

in nightclubs or truck stops, to feed themselves and rent a space for the night.

There are NGOs dedicated tohddren at risk, and the Department for Community
Development is especially practive in their regard, sponsoring a new Lukautim Pikini Act
just this year (2010) (see below). Churches and volunteers across the country have come
to their assistance of chillren stranded by circumstance, and an untold number of young
people have had their futures shaped and stabilized by their help.

But for the most part, the general public regards a street child as an astcial (at best)

or criminal (at worst) element inthe community, something to suppress or eradicate for
the general good. These kids are the collateral damage of rapid social change, where
institutions and even definitions are inadequate to deal with shattered families and their
youngest members.The respnse to their plight requires policy initiatives that focus on
family support, community reintegration and, first and foremost, education.

Our recommendations for a National Action Plan include the establishment of a
countrywide database, and the creatio of radio awareness and interview programmes
dedicated to these children. They are looking for helping hands, and media is one way to
reach them. Because they are #lefined as a subculture, they face despair and
loneliness. Radio and television campaigncan reach out to assure them of their
collective rights, the service available to them, and indeed the fact that they are not being
ignored.

In Highlands towns, particularly Goroka, these children are at great riskgaging in
violent criminal activityiand in so doing committing themselves to a criminal path from
which there is no safe return. Each province can and should address the special needs of
their urban poor offspring differently, beginning with data collection and qualitative
research on the @rt of their Departs for Community Development. Child Welfare Officers
must work closer with the Department to identify push and pull factors for each provincial
capital, and recognize the abuses against children that are becoming sadly
institutionalized. In Rabaul, for example, private security firms commonly assault street
children. In Port Moresby, nightclubs exploit underage girls as entertainment. And in
Wewak, customary adoption practices have been poorly adapted to urban life, so that
distant relatives are fostering children they hardly know and cannot afford.

Most importantly, this study urges the Department for Communitpevelopment to
remember that these children are simply children, andre desperately poorat that.
Because they have fallen throgh the social networks most Papua new Guineans have,
they are required to live exclusively on cash and as autonomous agents rather than
community members. They require community reintegration of various kinds: education,
mentoring, and refuge. There are dliren who need to return to their home villages but
cannot afford the fare. Others have parents and siblings but are migrants without an
anchor in town or village, and they need better skills to enter the cash economy. Still
others are survivors of traumaand abuse that leads them to dangerous life choices, and
they need counseling, mentoring and safe places to sleep.

cont e



Introduction: wib a r workihgstreetc hi | drend ?

The tworkimpc 6i | d rtoe anmdbiguous It covers children working formajl for

wages, whom do not belong in the subject categoy.St r eet chi l drend i s the
term, but it does not suit a country wherehere are few streets, and where children

instead cluster around marketplaces, truck stops andnightclubs. The t egetm 0 st

c hi | das eeerdborrowed from the western context where it carries certain sinister

and antisocial allusions that simply do not apply here. Our researchers were told by a few

caregivers that the term should be abandoned. A better term needs to lmihd. At Grace
Counselling in Kokopo they prefer to call t he
speci al chall enges. o

Unfortunately 6chall engedd carries connotatio
inappropriate. Al t houghi bdter@&t mafn be unfriendly, the r
found in urban and periurban public spaces across PNG. Market children, hawkers, child

vendors, young sex workers, orphans, beggars, and the socially outcast are all part of

town life these days.For our study, we picked children who were visibly engaged in

hawking, street vending, or soliciting in some way, which would make them more aptly

chil dren 06wor Kk.iThugWwe come byttheempomisee et ;7 O steet ki n g

chil dren. 0

Our terrs of reference includes a broad definition ofhese children, including a child

between 01 8 years who works or I|ives on the stree
outd on there. He or she may be abandoned, or
orphaned. Workingstreet children, for the purpose of this study, can be defined as those

children who make their daily subsistence on the streets, whether they can be seen

hawking or are hiding in the background.

A 1998 Wald Vision study (Lovai 1998:7ad passim) reveak that more working children
existin the capital than other centres: more male children (95%) were engaged in street
activities than females (5 %)a portion of very young childrend 5 years old - were
involved in street activitiesand most working street children are originally from centres
other than the ones in which they were living

There is a close overlap betweenworking street children and those considered
Ovul nerabled by the organi zat i omfereneeniodhest akehol
term 0str ee goveenment officiadhasdwritien e 0 fBrmiisgart of the group

of vulnerable children. 6 Generally speaking ©6v
and may include children who do not live or work on the sa&s. On the other hand,
virtually every member of the category O0stree

vulnerable to harm.



It appears to be a common misconception, however, that aftreetd children are
orphaned and/or homeless. This is certaly the case for some, and their number
appears higher in Port Moresby than other regions, but our assessment of the entire PNG
picture disputes the misconception.

Surprisingly, mostworkingstreet children have family or loved ones with whom they slee
at night. They are less likely to be roaming individuals, or even pack children, living in

gangs, than would be the case in the western
factor is not sociological, but economic. These are children whose families loremoney
in town or villages near the town and for whorm

turfed out to make an income during the day just as household adults would be.

As one government official astutelngtreallpser ved,
children without parents. 6
Secondarily there are significant O6pushd fact

overcrowding, migration, etc. None of these appear to correlate withnicity or cultural
type (such as patrilineal or matrilinal), but rather they reflect longerm demographic
conditions in each town. In Port Moresby, for example, the Goilalas have long been day
labourers, and so have older, more established and crowded settlements, in Two Mile,
Sabama, Baruni and elsewhere. Thehildren parking cars in downtown, Ela Beach are
predominantly Goilala and Central kids, third and fourth generation settlers in town and
sometimes second generationworkingstreet children as well.

The meaningof dvorking street ¢ h i | @cluedas & group of structural circumstances
that force children toleave homesand make a living.

Stakeholders who work with this group of childresre generallysympathetic. According to
astafferatMt Hagen Mercy Wor ks, O0OThese wrdngslindr en ar e
the society todayoé.

Police, on the other hand, tend to seevorking street children as criminals. Onepolice
officer told us, échildren are trouble makers. They do illegal activities like selling drugs,
producing and selling steam, do holdps and rape women and girls and so on.

When asked t o streefcihniel dirheen 6t, e rsm atk ewespokekdor s and ¢
had very different responses.Stakeholders generally understood the term to refer to

children who are orphaned, homeless, school doouts, come from poorand even

criminal family backgrounds.

In Kudjip, Western Highlands,community leaders identified street children as those
hanging about in the street doing sales, piegocketing, smoking and selling drugs,
drinking steam, spending st of their time with friends. One councillortold us:

I see that <children today aseanymore.rThey jusazy . The
want money so they sell items at or steal or do anything to make money. Girls are
selling their skin to make moneyThese are very lazy ways to get money.

In Mt Hagen, a particular group of boyar e cal | ed 0 tby the mulidic Thhese 6 c a me |l s
are boys between 8 and 15 who carmgnarket bags from the gate into the Mt Hagen town

market. An average bag or load weighabout 20kg. Asked how they felt when people

call ed them Odnaladssad dgr 6Gvea meled, se.dAnetherand e mb a
says OWe are not machines, we were born humaif 0 mi pel a no masi n, ma m
mi pel @ mano



If street children flinch whe@a t hey are called names, they dol
themselves victims. Fewchildren characterised themselves as having real agency or

choice in their lifestyle. They tend to see themselves as forgotten, neglected, abused

and/or stigmatized and therebre forced out of normal society.

There are further distinctions between what boys say about themselves and what most
boys and some girls they say about girls on the street.

In Goroka, boys described themselves a nobody o, 60 diungl emand gh odd y 0 ,
06 or i ggreetmeal n g in&undiawa,they called themselves uneducated ndgat saved ) ,
unempl oygdt)awWidiud y dnedningthey work tirelessly to get by.

One boyin Wewak told us,0 | t h i aslpoorobbys[turangau mangi6 He also called
his friends his&otie mob.0

In Kokopo, one boy saidd | 6 m not supposed to be here. I dm 1
family refused to accept so | came hered6. ( Mal

Explaining the importance othe street to their life a group of boysn Rabaulcollectively
agreedt hey were O6strepedPWbohravéd Dneedahdre alll ou
our home. 6

But when it came to describing girls on the street, alemblancesof empathy drop out.

One maleinformants ai d, O0These ar e K2 WinamalHetelordtheey go t o
guest houses and sell themselves to get moneybd
In Port Moresby, onggirl referred togirlsseen6 goi ng around andShesel | i ng

explained that boys calltem o f i r eitenally meads byrnit rice at the bottom of pot].

Street life more often leads girls into despair. More than unemployed or neglected or
hungry by circumstance, youngorking street girls often consider themselves as trashA

seventeen year old girltold us 0 | now see myself as useless. T
fault. He abuseésexually so | ran away. Now 10
A female participantn Laes ai d, 01 dm not special é InMPAm nobody

Moresbyone girl said,d d m a r Jpiplamerih 6 gi r |

Strictly speaking,all working street children are vulnerable to daily dangers to their
physical, emotional and health welbeing, but they are not necessarily the same
demographic as those consideredt the highest risk to HIV, domestic violenceand/or
nutritional deprivation This is because what makes therd s t o & e t6 Gv alsokmiakesy 0
them urban, fairly autonomous, and earning an income of some kinthey are selfeliant
and exhibit remarkable copingnechanisms.

Anot her i mportant distinction to be made here,
streetchi |l drend to refer to young gir.Teeoldi s the f
English slur for prostit Wedeasall eosts, ad these giisng gi r | ¢

(and boys) are not, strictly speaking in the sex industry.

Some kids sell sex, others do not. Some sleep rough in groups or gangs, others do not.
Some eat on a daily basis, others do not. Some live in sites that are espdlgiunhygienic,
especially abusive, or especially mobile, making them more vulnerable to illness, distress,
physical pain and basic unhappiness.
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What all theworking street children we interviewed share is a desire to better their life,

whether that means finishing school or finding a wagearning job. They are stronger than

helpless waifs, and yet not as hardened agskol gang members. These are first and

foremost children who have no secure footing in the rapidly growing towns of Papua New

Guinea. In some areas, they are bonded by their lifestyle and identify with their

settlements or work sites. In others they are with parents and siblings, displaced from

their land by tribal fights, sorcery and other rural politics. Older boys bully the younger

ones, girls sneer and tease boys, and vice versa. But they are less structured than a
6subcultured and yet as regular and responsi bl
Their job is to survive, and to do so they must earn enough to eat and sleep somewhere.

For the most part,working street children in PNG are free from some of the common

perils of homelessness el sewhere. They are not
they heavy drinkers. In Goroka, they tend to commit violent theft and assault, but

elsewhere they are generally entrepreneuriabout their daily lives. There is a common

feeling amongst them that the government could do more to assist them, especially by

paying school fees or offering skills training of some kind. But they are not acatsy by

nature and instead show remarkable resilience in the face of great insecurity.

S
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Methodology

Our researchcombined severalRapid Assessment techniques
It began with aiterature review, whereirwe accessed

A Al existing informaibn including published/unpublished literature from NGOs
and government regarding urban youth, vulnerable youth populations, and
migrant communities

Our Rapid Assessment focused on areas that are known to have substantial
concentrations of children invaled in activities that are hard to identify and quantify. Its
findings are primarily qualitative but a questionnaire was also conducted to build a
database on these children

This method is the most appropriate for researching children engaged in the raio
forms of child labour, including prostitution. Our objective is taeate a demographic
picture of children living and working on the streets: their numbers, gender, culture,
ethnicity, age, time on streets, work, income, locations, sleeping arrangengrhealth,
education, and protection issues.From these particulars it is possible to extrapolate to

a larger population. We have not been to every city or town, but we have captured a
representative sampling in selecting nine sites, some urban, some parban, and
some resource sites that are off the urban grid.

But it needs to be stressed that Rapid Assessment data are only that. They are pictures
of the demographic whole, and further, more detailed research is always recommended.
Here we wish to odtne the social, economic and cultural dynamic8the push and pull
factors-that lead children into the worst forms of child labour, and qualitative findings
are critical to the planning and implementing of communityased response
programmes.

Informulat ng t he met hod, wedve followed the major
(Understanding Childrends Work) in Henschel
Sexual Exploitation of Children: A Review of Methodologies.

(

The fieldwork was conducted iseveral phases, beginningand endingin the Highlands.

Table 1.Study sitesand residential locations of the participants

Study site Town Settlement/Plantation Village
Compound
Goroka - North Goroka - Piswara - Masoma
- Mini Market - Kakaruk Market - Asariufa
- Zogi block - Masi
- Lopi
Kundiawa - Works Compound - JB Compound - Wara Simbu
- Main Market - Hap Wara - Konike
- Ega
- Kibra

12



Mt Hagen

Kudjip
Wewak

Port Moresby

Lae

Rabaul

Kokopo

- New Town

- Kolgma

- Fish Pond

- Main Market
- Town Centre

Carpenters Tea plantation
- Kaltex (RA Residential

Ared)

- Gordons

- Boroko

- Down Town
- Waigani

- Down Town
- Eriku

- Main Market

- Highway Bustop

- Town Market

- Town Market
- Golf Field

Kolis

Tarangau
Minegone

Wara Kla

Tea

Baket Insait
Warakum

Colleged Holy Tririty
Erave Compound
Plantation Compound
Saksak Compound
Nuigo

Bronx Compound
Koki & Tari Settlement
5 mile

7 mile

Sabama

Bundi Camp

10t Street

PTC

Compound

No settlement

Tokua
Wata

- Warup
- Okuk Bank

No village

- Meni

- Kreer

- Kilala

- Hanuaba

- Novillage

- Novillage

- Vurnamami
- Takubar

Fieldwork in each site included:
A Consultatiors with knowledgeable individuals and organisationgamiliar with
children at risk or on the street (stakeholders)

> 3

Interviews withkey informants both on site and elsewhere
Individual and group intervigvs with young men and women
key surveys to establish a database for comparative analysis.

Wherever possible we also conducted social mapping exercises with these informants
for obtaining better visual and conceptual understandings of their territories.

Following a lifecycle approachwe segregaed the data according to age groupsearly
childhood; school age (8.2 years), adolescents (1318 years), and youth (1825 years).

In addition, we havecompiled a listof services and strategies available tahildren for
each location(see appendix)
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Terms of Reference

Study into the situation of children living and working on the streets in Papua New
Guinea and the development of an Action Plan in response to the findings of the
study.

Backgound

Dame Carol Kidu, Minister for Community Development, and her department are
responsible for ensuring that the Government and its agencies provide effective
responses to families and communities in need and in particular to vulnerable children.
The Mnister has commissioned this Study and Action Plan to shed light into the situation
of children working in the streetsin Papua New Guinea and to develop an Action Plan to
respond to the needs of these children. Who are these children, why are they on the
streets and what challenges do they face and what can be done to help them to enjoy the
full spectrum of rights contained in the Convention on the Rights of the Child?
Importantly, how can the extended family system, with support from government and civil
society be strengthened to support these vulnerable children? These are some of the
questions this Study will seek to answer. In calling for this Study, thdinister
acknowledged important earlier research about these children. The difference between
earlier studies and this Study is that it is Government led. This will ensure greater
ownership of the findings by Government and its agencies and act as a catalyst for action
by the Government. The Action Plan will pro vide guidance on how vulnerable childesn

be supported by their communities and for children separated from their families to be
reintegrated back into their families or broader communities as the first course of action.
Where such reintegration is not possible m it is hoped that the Actiondl will include
creative alternatives that are child friendly. It is important to note that Government policy
prohibited the institutionalization of children. This means that orphanages and other such
places that result in the permanent separation of chilgén from their communities are not
allowed to operate in Papua New Guinea.

Definition
For the purpose of this Study, a broad and inclusive definition of children living and

working on the streets is used:

1 A child aged 018 who lives on the street, with b without their family, because
they have no permanent place to live

14



1 A child who works on the streets such as those begging for money, recycling
refuse, collecting cans and bottles and selling cigarettesetel nut and other
products

1 A child who sells sexor money or favours

1 A child who has been abandoned

1 A child who is orphaned because of HIV and AIDS or other causes

1 A child who is living/working on the streets because they feel
neglected/unwanted

1 A child who has family ties but is forced to live and/oraxk on the streets for
whatever the reason

1 A child who has abandoned their home because of violence, abuse, neglect or
exploitation, or other reasons

T A child who 6floatsd from homer to streets

This definition includes children in publiclaces such as shopping centres, main streets,
sporting grounds, and garbage dumps and children in less public spaces such as
settlements and villages.

The common image of & s t r e eid oftan la yolund) oy on a public street. Girls living
and working df the streets are often invisible in public areas but can be found in less
public spaces sch as settlements and villages. This Study will shed light on the situation
of both girls and boys.

Research sites

The Study will focus on the situation aflorkingchildren in a range of sites. They are:

Port Moreshy and six provincial capital cities (Lae, Goroka, Kundiawa, Mt Hagen,
Wewak and Rabaul)

Twelve villages

Twelve settlements

Two resource extraction sites where money and a mobile population is evident
Twaocorrection institutions forchildrenin conflict with the law

Poro Support Project, Port Moresby City Mission and WeCare

Sites where child sex workers may be found

Twelve accommodation and other types of services (drop counselling, feeding,
etc) proviing support to children living on the streets

=4 =4 =8 -8 -8 -89 =

Guiding frameworks

There are a range of frameworks to guide this Study. They include:
1 The Constitution of Papua new Guinea
The Lukautim Pikinini (Child protection) Act 2007
The Early Childhood Development Rey
The Employment At
The International Labour Organisation Convention 18prohibiting the worst
forms of child labour

il
il
il
il

Objectives, scope of work and deliverables

The Study has two objectives. They are:

Report on the situation of street children in Papullew Guinea

Produce a National Action Plan to respond to the needs of street children, based on the
findings of this Study

15



Scope of work

The scope of the Study has sixteen elements. They are:

1. Produce a comprehensive demographic picture of children ligiand working on
the streets. This picture will include the number of children, their gender,
culture, ethnicity and age, length of time living and working on the streets
income levels and sources, sleeping arrangements and locations, health status,
education attainment, and protection issues they face on a daily basis.

2. Produce a comprehensive picture of the life of street children and their
relationships with peers, families, and communities:

a. Who are street children?

b. What does it mean to be a street chilefom the perspective of a street
child?

c. Which communities (clans) do the children belong to?

d. What relationships do street children maintain with peers, families and
communities?

e. Which servicegdo they access for support?

3. Identify the pathways (push and pufactors) that lead to children living on the
streets. Examples of push factors include family breakdown, urbanisation and
poverty. There are many others. Examples of pull factors include a desire to be
with peers and opportunities for employment. Agaithere are many others. A
detailed analysis of these factors is required.

4. ldentify the pathways that could lead these children off the streets.

5. Identify whether some children are at higher risk of becoming a street child
(such as children of patrilineal omatrilineal heritage, children of mixed
marriages, children adopted through informal systems or custom, children in
blended families (step children), children not attending school, children in
conflict with law and children from families affected by HI\hd AIDS.

6. For children who will continue to live and work on the street, identify strategies
to build their resilience and protective behaviours.

7. Map the range of services working directly with street children, including
accommodation services, and identiftheir needs in terms of their capacity to
change or scale up their responses to street children.

8. lIdentify the challenges and opportunities faced by families who are caring for
children who otherwise would be living on the streets.

9. Identify ways in which @Gvernment can support civil society organisations to
provide services to children.

10. Describe the key elements of good practice models of service delivery to street
children.

11.Descri be Papua New Guineads vision for chi
childrenin particular.

12. Develop a 5 year National Action to reduce the number of children having to live
and work on the streets, to support street children build their resilience and
protective behaviours and to prevent abuses of their human rights.

13. Identify an agoropriate mechanism to implement the strategy, capacity
development requirements and resource requirements.

14. Recommend a strategic approach to linking children without primary care givers
with families that are able to provide children with a safe and stabhome
environment.

15. Outline option to strengthen formal and customary fostering and adoption
systems based on the best interests of the child.

16. To present the findings of the Study using a life cycle approach covering children

a. 05 (early childhood)
b. 5-12 (school age)
c. 13-18 (adolescence)
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d. 18-25 (youth)
Deliverables

The four deliverables are:
1. A comprehensive report on the situation of street children in Papua New Guinea
based on extensive interviews with street children, their friends, families and
communities
2. Facilitation of a national workshop of stakeholders to consider the findings of the
Study, recommendations and Draft Action Plan.
3. A directory of civil society organisations working with children living and working
on the streets and a basic descriptionfahe services they provide.
4. A National Action Plan.

Field Work Schedule

Phase One: Goroka, Kundiawa, Mt Hagen
November to December 2008

18t of November, research team left Madang for Goroka
19th § 22nd Novemberd Fieldwork in Goroka

231 Novemberresearch team traveled to Kundiawa

24t § 26t Fieldwork in Kundiawa

27t November, team traveled to Mt Hagen

28th g 2nd December, Fieldwork Mt Hagen

Phase Two: Wewak

January 2009

31st December 2008 6 Joshua Meraveka go ahead to Wewak to network
3rd § 10th Januaryd Joshua did some fieldwork then took leave for a week
22 January 200946 Kritoe Keleba left Madang for Wewak and teamed up with Joshua
231d g 29t § More fieldwork in Wewak.

30th Januaryd returned to Madang

Phase Three: Port Moresby

May- June, 2009

10t May 2009 8 Traveled to Port Moresby

11t 24t May 2009, Fieldwork

25t May Returned to Madang

Phase Four: Lae, Rabaul and Kokopo

October 2009

4th Octoberd Waka traveled to Lae to do networking

5th Octoberd Wakawas networking
6t Octoker 8 Waka returned
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10t Octoberd Research team arrived in Lae

11t § 15t Octoberd Fieldwork

16t Octoberd Waka traveled to Rabual by ship and the rest of the research team came
to Madang

18t Octoberd Waka arrived in Rabual

19t Octoberd Wakaflew to Kokopo

20th Octoberd Kritoe and Wenda flew to Kokopo from Madang

21st @ 28t Octoberd Fieldwork in both Rabual and Kokopo

29t Octoberd Research Team returned to Madang via Port Moresby

Follow up One: Port Moresby phase

15t Juned Kritoe traveled b Port Moreshy
16t ¢ 18t Juned Fieldwork Baruni
18t Juned returned to Madang

Follow up Two: Highlands phase

September 2009

5th Septemberd Kritoe traveled to Goroka

6th Septemberd Fieldwork in Goroka

7th Septemberd Kritoe traveled to Mt Hagen

8th d 11th Septemberd Fieldwork in Mt Hagen (Kritoe and Paul Petrus)
12th Septemberd Kritoe came back to Madang due to work commitment
20th Septemberd Kritoe traveled to Kundiawa

20th 8 23rd Septemberd Fieldwork in Kundiawa

24th Septemberd Kritoe Traveéd Kudjip

25th § 30th Septemberd Fieldwork in Kudjip with Daniel Plawa
1st Octoberd Kritoe returned to Madang

Scavenging aBaruni dump
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Literature review

No other subject brings together scholarship from the fields of anthropolgghuman
rights, HI V/ AI DS, heal th and criminology ik
intersection of all these discussions iscrucial for addressing the needs of this population

in Papua New Guinea. There is the legal and policy context, withiniclkhPNG is
committed to protecting and engaging this population. But beyond that there are various
NGO studies on vulnerable populations that overlap this category of street children and
provide important insight.There is also the work on HIV and medicaulnerability with
children in PNG; and other material on labour laws and children. All of this intersects with
sociology and criminology, particularly juvenile justice issues in PNG. And finally, there is
the historicatanthropological context, and the diinct field of the anthropology of
childhood in Papua New Guinea.

It is somewhat poignant to reflect that the first westerners to write about PNG were
largely focused on childhood development, and the ways in which culture is learned from
one generationto the next. Anthropologists like Margaret Mead and Gregory Bateson
were impressed with the way parents raised children in New Guinea to be strong and-self
reliant entities but also committed members of a community. We can only imagine what
their dismay night be to read some of the testimonies of the children gathered here.

Notwithstanding the breadth of the material that applies, we have summarized some of
the key issues below.

The policy context

T PNGds I nternational obligations

United Nation Conventip on the Rights of the Child (1989; signed by PNG in 1993)

Article 28 which is the right to educatioi

Article 19 which is the right to be protected from being hurt or badly treatéd.

Article 37 which is the right not be punished in a cruel or hurtfulay A

¢n this document ©O6childrend)refers to anyone u

PNG has ratified the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against

Women (CEDAW), but the status of women and child remains low relative to other Pacific
Island Countries (PICs). All PICs have ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child
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(CRC), which requires states to take necessary measures to protect persons under 18
years old against violence, exploitation and abusArticles, 7,8 and 9 of the CRC sathat

a child has the right to be cared for by his or her parents, that governments must respect
family ties, and that children should only be separated from families when it is in their

best interest.

Article 19 of the CRC requires States Parties to wlall appropriate measures to protect
the child from odal/l forms of physical
negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the
care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) oranyt her per son who has
Article 34 is particularly relevant, bi
sexual abuse and exploitationdé and speci
(a) The inducement or coercion of a child to engage in amylawful sexual activity.

(b) The exploitative use of children in prostitution or other unlawful sexual practices.

(c) The exploitative use of children in pornographic performances and materials.

or

t he
ndi n
fica

PNG adopted the Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for iAot which calls on
governments, international agencies, NGOs, and other concerned organizations and
individuals to direct technical and material resources towards combating commercial
sexual exploitation of children. It specifically calls for countries tievelop National Plans
of Action to implement the Agenda for Action in the five areas of: coordination and
cooperation, prevention, protection, recovery and reintegration, and child participation.

The countryo6s I nitial
states that 95 percent of youth crimes are property related, stealing, shoplifting and pick
pocketing (GoPNG 2003. Initial Report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. DFA:
Port Moreshy).

The UN CRC Article 40.3ays Parties (PNG) shall seek to promote the establishment of
laws, procedures, authorities and institutions specifically applicable to children alleged
as, accused of, or re cognized as having infringed the penal law

PNG is also signatory to:

The UN Sindard Rules for NoACustodial
Measures (The Tokyo Rules 1990)

The UN Guidelines for the Prevention of
Juvenile Delingency (The Riyadh
Guidelines 1990)

NATION

New child
protection
actlaunched

ByBOSORINAROBBY
PARENTS and guardians

26.2.10 page 9, The National

1 National laws

lives, and will provide
assistance to all the vul

the act which will be
launched by the Gover-

PNGOs

need to take heed of new
laws that specifically
address child protection
and rights.

The Lukautim Pikinini
Act (LPA) will, in six
months, replace the cur-
rent Child Welfare Act.

Community and
Development  Minister
Dame Carol Kidu said
under the LPA, the
National Child Welfare
Council will be called the
National Lukautim
Pikinini Council.

The new act calls for

of the

nerable children.

Dame Carol said the
LPA specifies the nine
underlying rights of a
child which are; guiding
principles, best interests
ofachild, rightsofachild,
right of child to live with
parents, duty to maintain
child, parental responsi-
bility, harmful customary
practices, harmful
employment and child
with disabilities.

Secretary Joseph Kla-
pat said since the PNG/
Melanesian customs of

provincial Lukautim
Pikinini Councils and
Local Lukautim Pikinini
Committees throughout
PNG

Under the LPA, a child
is defined as a person
from birth to 18 years of
age.

The act looks at the dif:
ferenttypes of abuse chil-
dren face in their daily

cf ity ownership
was a very strong value,
children in PNG should
not be suffering,

“Itis time this value is
made useful again so that
there will be fewer vul-
nerable children in the
country,” he said.

The LPA worked for 20
years with the human
rights and the child wel-
fare divisions to devise

nor-GeneralonMarch 12

Dame Carol said the
early development of a
child shaped them for the
rest of their lives, which
was the reason for the
development of the Early
Childhood Care Centers
which should registerand
have licenses to operate
as care centers for chil
dren

The LPA discussed
genderneutrality of paying
maintenance.

“In the past, it was the

men who paid for child |8

maintenance when he

deserts his wife and chil- |

dren.

“This new law says
women who desert their
families will be held
responsible to pay main-
tenance too,” she said

Mr Klapat said much
work was needed to be
done to fully train people
forthe implementation of

Lukauwdsmpassed ki ni
by Parliament in Aril 2007, and updated

in 2010, focusing national child
protection priorities on theConvention on

the Rights of the Childobligations, and
increasing the emphasis on prevention

and family strengthening, rather than
institutional care.
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Lukautim PikininiAct (2009) for children under the age of 18

Key points:

Child protection laws and child protection teams and officers

It is a duty of a parent or guardian to provide education and guidance to their

c hi lwdll@®eaing.

No child should be employed in angctivity if it harms their education

Children with disabilities have equal right to education.

The Pikinini Care Fund can provide education for children under the care of the

Director for Child Protection.

Teachers and head teachers have a duty to immededy inform the Director of

Child Protection or his/her delegated authority if they believe a child is in need of

protection.

1 A person convicted of a childelated criminal offence is never allowed to work
with children.

= = =4 =4 = =4

This Act is complemented by a raye of policies that aim to protect children, including the
National Disability Policy2006) and the Early Childhood Care and Development Policy
(2007).

Unfortunately, child welfare statistics in PNG are not stronghe first Country Report to
the Commitiee on the Rights of the Childvas submitted late, and the monitoring of any
indicators remains weak (Committee on the Rights of the Child, Concluding Observations
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child: Papua New Guinea CRC/C/Add.229 (30
January 2004) (GoPNG 2008: 21)

Social protection is widely understood to encompass measures to prevent and respond to

risk and vulnerability. For children, the risks of poverty and loss of livelihood are
compounded by the risk of losing family care, because families mvi de chi |l dr ends
line of protection. Social protection measures, including income transfers, family support

services and alternative care, can help mitigate the impact of HIV and AIDS and reduce

protection risks by reducing poverty and family separan, and can contribute to better

health, education and protection outcomes.

Children can best be supported by providing services that enable them to remain within
their own families and communities, complemented by systems to place them in safe and
nurturing alternative family environments when separation cannot be avoided.
Communities and norgovernmental organizations, including faitbased organizations,
play a key role in providing such services.

AVellbeindin this strategy is defined as the absencef extreme poverty, homelessness,
ill health, violence, abuse, neglect, exploitation, fear and conflict. Furthermore, wellbeing
incorporates the presence of peace, health, civil relationships with others, opportunities
for emotional, physical, intellectuh and creative expression and fulfilment and the
opportunity to realise the rights provided through the Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

P N G Child Welfare Actdef i nes ©o0negl ected childdé (referri.
under) to include a chidwh o habi tually begs or receives a
pretext of sale or otherwise, or who frequents a public place for the purpose of so begging

or receiving alms; or is neglected, ill treated or exposed by his parents or either of them;

or who us engaed in street trading between the hours of 8 p.m. to 6 a.m., or anytime on

a Sunday; or who is living under conditions that indicate that he is lapsing or likely to

lapse into a career of vice or crime; or who is destitute. The Act gives Welfare Offidees t
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power to take ©6neglected ch
| fare fo

n | dr enod i nto cust «
Director of Chil d We a t

[ r
r hei-200own protec
The Vagrancy Actame into place in 1986, intending to regulate or restrict the righto

freedom of movement conferred by the Constitution for the purpose of giving effect to the

public interest in public order and public welfare. The Act empowers the police to arrest

or summons a person if it is believed that a person has no lawful mean§ support or

insufficient lawful means of support to live in a town or city. (p 198

PNG (2000)has ratified the International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention No 182
on the Worst Forms of Child Laboufhe ILO Convention commits countries to elimitiag

all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of
children, and the use, recruitment, or offering of children for prostitution, production of
pornography or pornographic acts.

Juvenile Justice Act (2005) for dldren under 18 years old
Key points:

1 Subject to reasonable conditions, juveniles in correctional institutions can attend

school and training.

9 Diversion should be considered rather than giving a criminal record. One possible
response to juvenile crime is @mpulsory school attendance and any other
di version option must not interfere with th
When sentencing juveniles, educators can be asked for their input.
There is a list of serious offences which may lead to remand in a Correctional
Services Centre. Detention is the last resort.
9 No corporal punishment is to be used.

)l
)l

A Juvenile in PNG is a person between 7 and 18 years old (s.2 JCA 19@hjch is lower
than the UN standardof between 10 and 18.

The PNG National Law and Justice Ryl and Plan of Action: Towards Restorative Justice
(2000), Policy 4.2. Strengthening the Juvenile Justice Systealls for:

0oéthe formulation and i mplementation of appropi
hand-in-hand with the development of juvenilgustice initiatives6

The Juvenile Justice Reform Process is designed to reengineer the justice sector to meet
the challenges of juvenile offerces, based on restorative justice principles andon
Melanesian tradition. The Juvenile Justice Working Groupais interagency government
and community body tasked wittbring a target of 70% of the children who appear before
the courts back to community based mediation. The JJWGOkaired by Dept of Justice
and the Attorney General.

In PNG, the police have speciakd sexual offences units and Victim Support Desks
focusing on improving the police response to family violence and strengthening networks
and referral protocols. The establishment of Victim Support Desks in all of the capital

citiesd pol i sappslitecardspoosa and befpe mavide more appropriate
police responses to cases of family violence, especially where participants have been
trained at the Fiji Womenoés Crisis Centre or

violence. The establishment oEommunityrun safe houses for battered women in large
urban settlements and the gradual strengthening of networks and referral protocols are
very significant advances.
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According to the HELP resources CSEC (2005: 35:
policing practices are undergoing a significant revitalization. Substantial support from the

AusAID Law and Justice Sector Program and other bilateral programs is being offered for

this purpose. It is not yet clear whether these services will be formally andesfically

directed to cover cases of abused and exploite

NGOmaterials

The NGO discourse oriskda n d p a r thildeen atdskbl a8 i n 6 mot hers and
at ridpsrtinénjto the matter of childrenworking on the street Thereare consistent
overlaps of definitions and reportage Sources from comparative countries and PNG
include the following:Agnelli 1998; Alton 1994; Aptekan 1994; Byrne 1998; Childhope
1991; Ennew 2000; Everychild 2008; HELP Resources 2005; Heschel 2003; Ham
Rights Watch 2005, 2006; Humanity Foundation 2003; Lovai 1998; Pant&rick 2002,
2001, 2000; Sapak and Sapuri 2005; Sullivan 2008; Temin 2008; Tolfree 2005; UN
2006, 2003; UNICEF 2009, 2006,2005, 1998, 1996,1991; United Nations ESCAP
[United Nations Eonomic and Social Commission for Asia and the PacifiCRAT [End
Child Prostitution, Child Pornography And Trafficking of children for sexual purposes],
UNICEF and EAPRO [UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office], BOOECPAT
1996; UNESCO 2006; UNEM 2002; van Bueren 1998.

&/ulnerabléd childrend in Papua New Guinea generally refers to children affected by

HIV/AIDS, including orphans, infected children, children living in affected households,

and children at risk of infectionVulnerability does ot necessarily mean separation from

parent s, but it does mean being vulnerable t
becoming abused, becoming unhealthy in all senses of these terms.

6 Vu |l n ehilédrdn imayde orphaned by other causes; adopted and fosred children;
street children homeless or not; impoverished children; sexually exploited children; and
children living in violent homes (GoPNG and UNICEF 2006b38).

The problemso f 6 v u | are moarbsirittad toyd@crimination and stigma, redred
family circumstances, psychological problems, and isolation, but #& particular
conditions describe a sulcategory ofénost vulnerabled

The category of@eparatedd c¢ h i(ds thrseparated from parentsican be defined by
their push facors, includng being orphaned, especially by HIV/AIDS; being trafficked;
being a refugee;and being institutionalized for a disability. Living situationthat define
Geparated ¢ h iidcldde enstitutions, detention, chiléheaded households, streets,
domestic empbyment Eee EveryChild, 2008:2).1t is universally acknowledged that
separation from parents placeschildren at risk of sexual abuse, violence, pregnancy,
poor health and nutrition in general, and HIV in particular, and being trafficked for sexual
or employment reasons.In sum, eparation constitutes neglect in thanost basicsense.

It is therefore important to understand and ameliorate the conditions that separate
parents from children, and to try to prevent them wherever possible. Separation is the
most important cause ofvulnerability and driving children to the street.
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Graph 1.UNICEF Vulnerability Subsets
Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC), Vulnerable Children (MVC)
(From Sullivan et al 2009:p 31)

All children in community

Most Vulnerable Childrer-MVC

general
AL

ns of
OVC

1 The UNICEFantext

The Government requires assistance to implement therotection, Care and Support of
Children Vulnerable to Violence, Abuse and Exploitation and Neglect in the Context of the
HIV epidemic in Papua New Guine& 4 Year National Strategy 20083 2011 which has
been developed with UNICEF support, and to build the capacity of child protection
partners to support implementation of the Strategy. To this end, the Government has
requested UNICEF to provide the leading technical support for the implementatidrihe
Strategy.

Under the 20082012 United Nations Country Programme, the United Nations System
and the Government of Papua New Guinea have agreed on a partnership designed to
strengthen government capacity to deliver greater child protection outcomé&his will be
the first time that the United Nations System in Papua New Guinea will formally take an
integrated approach to the strengthening child protection. The United Nations Country
Programme is structured around five key priority areas: Governance darCrisis
Management, Foundations for Human Development, Sustainable Livelihoods, Gender
and HIV/AIDS. Within the Foundations for Human Development, Health, Education and
Child Protection are identified as the three key priority areas and the Child Proteati
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Task Team is will lead the joint UN efforts to strengthening the development of Protective
Environments.

The UNICEFChild Protection Programs a vehicle for protecting the rights of the child
under the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)hdts three components: Social
Protection and Violence Prevention, Legal Protection and Justice for Children and Cultural
Practices and Behaviour Change.

The goal of the UNCP Child Protection Outcome Area is: Children and young people
access rightsbased rational, sub national and community level child protection
mechanisms and services and are supported by welfare, justice and social protection
legislation and policy frameworks that protect them from violence, abuse and
exploitation.

The Sub Programmestad objectives of the Child Protection Programme are:
Sub Programme One: Social Protection and Violence Prevention
Sub Programme Two: Legal Protection and Justice for Children
Sub Programme Three: Cultural Practices and Behaviour Change

Some ofthebypr oducts of the &60One UN Country Progr amr

1 18 provinces have established mechanisms for implementing and reviewing the
impact of the Lukautim Pikinini Act

1 9000 children and women access UNICEF supported protection, care or support
services,annually

1 The Long Term development Strategy includes strategies to improve the
protection of children vulnerable to violence, abuse and exploitation

1 The number of children in custody is reduced to five children on remand and two
children on a custodialseh e nce per 100,000 childrenos

1 85 per cent of child witnesses and survivors attending court are provided with a
special measures order

1 90 percent of children in focal districts live in communities covered by the village
courtds chidg@mprotection pr

9 80 percent of school aged children (8.8 yrs) reached by television or radio spots
on protection rights (UNICEF 2008:2)

In 2009 the UNICEF Child Protection Program has been revised to reflect emerging
concerns from PNG government regarding social gpection. For Most Vulnerable
Children, new strategies will commence based on thélational Strategy for the
Protection, Care and Support of Children Vulnerable to Violence, Abuse, Exploitation and
Neglect in the Context of the HIV Epidemic in Papua New @& (2008-2012) (GoPNG
2008), including the training of 120 faithbased organizations in five provinces; the
launching of a Centre of Excellence for faHbased organizations; and the facilitation of a
forum for childfriendly alternative care and two regnal Most Vulnerable Children forums
(UNICEF 2008:7). The Social Protection and Violence Preventionstdgramme will also
expand to an additional five provincial hospitals and five district health centres, and the
Psychosocial Support Network will expartd cater t01000 more children in 12 districts
(Ibid).

In coordination with these efforts, The National Statistical Officehas included key
guestions to measure global indicators for most vulnerable children into the Household
Income and Expenditure Suryg to be completed in 2009 (see UNICEF 2008:3). These
will allow for longitudinal analysis of all efforts to protect children in the country, providing
measurable indicators that can help monitor and evaluate all program directed toward
childrends wel fare.
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The Kundiawa Catholic Diocese in Simbu Provingerough its HIV and AIDS programme,
funded by AusAID, has developed a comprehensive programme to care for 183
vulnerable children, whose immediate carer has been identified as HIV positive. Originally
referred to as Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC), the terminology is now changed to
Most Vulnerable Children (MVC), to reflect a wider catchment of risks and a more
appropriate address for children who should only, in the last resort, be separated from
their immediate families.

A u s A ISBnaps Wantaim program has trained volunteers and established certain
protocols for registering the children they engage, and as UNICEF moves to replace
AusAID support, they are looking to strengthen the Kundiawa Diocesedpaon and find

the means to reproduce its successes elsewhere.

The Cat holic Bi(GBCpipaksy clldmofeetiongartaee in PNG, and has

sever al promi sing child protection initiatives
and objectives. UNICEF support in conducting this evaluation and will assist the CBC

objectives as it forms the basis for establishing a Centre of Excellence for Most

Vulnerable Children in Kundiawa. As a model centre, the aim is to roll out good practice

models that can be replicated elsewhere in the country for the protection, care and

support of vulnerable children.

Definition of Child

A child means every human being below the age of eighteen years unless, under the
applicable to the child, majority is attainedarlier. (Convention on the Rights of the Child, Unite
Nations, Article 1)

Child abuse is an act committed most often by parents or caregivers which endangers a chilc
young personds physical or emotional Iyhasarple
incident, but takes place over time.

Physical Abuse Physical abuse occurs when a person purposefully injures or threatens to inju
child or young person. This may take the form of slapping, punching, shaking, kicking, burn
shoving or gabbing. The injury may take the form of bruises, cuts, burns or fractures.

Emoti onal Abuse Emotional abuse is a chron
can take the form of namecalling, threatening, ridiculing, intimidating or isolatiy the child or
young person.

Neglect is the failure to provide the child with the basic necessities of life, such as food, clothi
shelter and supervision, to the extent tha

Child Sexual Abuse (CSA)

Child Sexual Abuse occurs when an adult or someone bigger and/or older than the child u
power or authority over the child to involve the child in sexual activity. Physical force is sometir
involved. Contact offences include touching and fondling tiugh to sexual penetration. Non
contact offences include verbal sexual har
pornography. Therefore the two main components of child sexual abuse are:

An abuse of the unequal power relationship betweendchild or young person and an older, bigge
or more powerful person, which usually inc

The sexual activitydactual, attempted or threatenedd between a child or young person, and a
older, bigger or more powerful persaon
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CSEC is defined as the following:

0 T hcemmercial sexual exploitation of childref CSEC) i s a fundament
rights. It compromises sexual abuse by the adult and remuneration in cash or kind to the child ¢
third person or persons The child is treated as a sexual and commercial object. The commerd
sexual exploitation of children constitutes a form of coercion and violence against children, g
amounts to forced | abour and a modern form

The three primary forms of 6EC are:

Child prostitution; child pornography; and trafficking in children for sexual purposes.
Other forms include:
Child sex tourism; and child marriage for the purposes of sexual abuse or sexual exploitation.

Child prostitution

Prostitution is usel to describe commercial sexual activities. In recent years the term 'prostitutic
has become a politically loaded term. It is increasingly being replaced by the term 'sex work' w
is the preferred term of adults participating in the mainstream sex indtry. For children and
young people, however, the term is less appropriate. It does not address their experiences
commercialised sexual activity.

Research shows that young people rarely identify as sex workers/prostitutes or view their acti
in those terms. New labels for their commercial sexual activities have been developed, especi
in the first world context. These include 'sex for survival', 'opportunistic prostitution' and 'sex
favours'. These terms recognise the types of exchanges inveslwwhen a young person exchange
sex for basic needs such as accommodation, food, clothing, drugs or safety.

However, literature and research and organisations addressing this issue, especially in develof
countries, continue to use the term child pro#ution to describe the sexual exploitation of a chil
for remuneration in cash or in kind. Child prostitution can involve a third party offering the sex
services of a child for money or other remuneration.

Child pornography

Pornography, like prostittion, is a problematic term which is difficult to define. There is n
uniform national or international definition. Understandings of child pornography are determin
by differing moral, cultural, social and religious beliefs both between and within so@st Even
legal definitions of the terms ‘child' and ‘pornography’ differ globally and vary even within the sa
country.

CHILD WISE / ECPAT Australia defines child pornography as sexually explicit reproductions
child's image including sexually expit photographs, negatives, slides, magazines, movie
videotapes and computer disks. It is the use, production and distribution of visual, digital a
audio materials that use children in a sexual context. One can not produce child pornogra
without sexually abusing a child.

Child pornography is becoming increasingly linked to the Internet, which provides a new mean
produce and distribute images secretly, instantly and globally.

Trafficking

Trafficking is defined as the transporting of a persondm one place to another through means g
deception, kidnapping, actual, threatened or implied violence, and/or the abuse of individue
actual or perceived by a person in a position of authority e.g. immigration officer, police offig
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etc. An individualmay be trafficked for the purposes of domestic employment, work in tk
commercial sex industry, manual labour, arranged marriage etc. The term trafficking implies
profit arises from the transportation of the child, which can occur across borders or wiitl
countries, across State lines, from city to city and from rural to urban areas.

The causes of CSEGre complex and involve many interrelated factors. Many children enteri
child sex industries come from poor rural families or are homeless children living on the stre
They may be sold by someone they know to a procurer, arrive in a city with false expectations
be forced into the sex industry, be misled about the nature dfeir work or be abducted. Childrer
and young people may also become involved to support their families, to supplement their inco
from other sources, to meet their survival and daily needs or are sexually exploited because t
have no protection or shéter. Other risk factors include histories of abuse, drug use, insecu
income and unemployment, difficult family background, a lack of viable choices and isolat
within society. There is great diversity in the circumstances and levels of exploitationalty,
regionally and globally.

There is also great diversity amongst child sexual offenders. Child sex industries serve both |
and foreign offenders. The vast majority of offenders are men although women can also abj
children. The reasons for offeding are many and diverse but offenders generally fall into one
two categories: situational offenders and preferential offenders. The situational or opportunis
offender does not have a true sexual preference for children, but engages in sex withdreih for
varied and sometimes complex reasons. The preferential offender (sometimes called
paedophild has a definite sexual preference for children. Their sexual behaviour is hig
predictable. They are smaller in numbers than situational offenders bpbtentially can abuse

large numbers of children.

COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXLOITATION
CHILDREN @EQ PUSH FACTORS

1. Rapidly changing family and communit
lifestyle, values and beliefs and sexual norms

2. Social, economic stress and crosgenerational
communication problems and conflict at home
combined with weak and ineffective parenting

3. Violence, especially gender violence, chil
abuse with inadequate law enforcement tc
protect children in homes, schools and otr key
social institutions

4. Widespread and serious alcohol and dru
abuse and 24 hou community and town black
markets and entertainment centres

5. Lawlessness, limited law enforcement o
supportive protective childwelfare interventions
or trauma and crisis organisations available tc
children in difficult circumstances

6. Rural isolation, drudgery, deprivation anc
poverty and the low status and heavy workload
of women and girls

7. Lack of educational opportunity, especially fo
girls and the sexual vulnerability of girls in school

CSEC PULL FACTORS

1. Children with low self estem seeking a sense
of self worth among peers and adults

2. People receiving regular flushes of disposabl
cash in ama setting where there is no guidance
or infrastructure to support investment or
savings, fuels a demand for alcohol and sex

3. Mushrooming of entertainment and hospitality,
venues openly accommodating and promotin
access to child sex and unregulated by labou
police or welfare departments

4. Child sex trade is experienced as accessiblg
and safe and increasingly glamorous and normg
work and trade by victims

5. Ready access to marijuana and alcohol i
popular venues for commercial sex enabl
victims to escape and gain relief from family ang
community pessures and mistreatment

6. Experience of social and economic freedor
and independence by the victims and ai
opportunity to work and bring moay home to the
family.

7. Relatively very high incomes can be acquire
by young girls in a short space of time. (more i
one night than they could een through marketing
or employment on the basic wage for two weeks
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8. Curiosity about sex and a lack of sex educatio
from parents or schools or access to accuratt
information and counselling

9. High levels of peer pressure to engage in sex i
an early age

10. Push factors specific to large urban areas
include:

Urban Poverty, low wages for girls working in tk
retail, hospitality and entertainment sectors.
Families being in a constant state of debt
pressure their childr
contribute to the family survival, general family
and peer pressures on youth.

11. Push factors in rural areas include: parents
willing to accept money from perpetrators and gt
betweens buying children for cheap labour ant
Sex.

Children who do not get glces in secondary or
higher education or a job are forced by parents t
find money to repay th
school fees. 0

Table 2.(HELP Resources 2005)

Maternal mortality ratios (IMMR) par 100,000 live births (2005)

B Low MMR (less than 100]
Moderate MMR [ 100-208)
High MMER (300-549]

. Wery high MMR (550 or more)

Il Data not available

Sowrce: WHO, UMICEFR UNFPA and World Bank; for dstalls, see <www.chidindooongs.

Nota: Thiz map and sl maps In 1his publication are stylizad and not 1o scale. They do not reflect 8 position by UNICEF on thie lagal status of any courtry or tamibony of the delimitation of amy
frontiers. The dotted line repressnts spprodmabsty tha Une of Control in Jammu ard Kashmir agresd upon by Inda and Fekistan. The final stahus of Jammu and Kashmir hias ot yst baen
agrsed upon by e partes.

Maternal mortality is highest in countries of sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia O—

Map 1. UNICEF 2008.Progress for ChildrenA Report Card on Maternal MortalitNumber 7,
September 2008 (p3): PNG has a High Maternal Mortality Rate which means 30 mothers

die in childbirth for every 100,000 live children born.
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Findings
Demography

There are more male children visibly engaging in streettevities than femalesin urban
PNG; and more teenagers than young children (below age of fivalhe majority of these
children have pooror no education. More than half live with their parents;and the
majority sleep ina place theyshare with relativesadc al | .80 h o me

Thus the typical Papua New Guineaworking child is a teenage boy who lives with a
relative but has dropped out of school to work.

Two towns haveethnically homogeneousworking children populatiors. They are Wewak
and Kundiawa. Others dwns have mixed populatios (see table 3.1). Homogenséty in
working children is due to many factors: laclkf economic opportunity, local tolerance of
migrants, traditional relationships between tribes, and so forthnlWewak,for example,
the majority ofworking street children are from the Sepik provinceddighlanders we are
told, are generally afraid oBepiksbecause they areviolent. In Kundiawa, the township is
very small and thereare very few economic activities Thus the migrant populationis
relatively small, and dominated by those people displaced by tribal fighting.

The demography oWworking streetchildren presented here is from the survey component
of this study. We present the main demograptics such place of origin, age, level of
education, literacy level, adoption status, years lived in current home or place of resident
and with who, employment status of parents, sources of household income, number of
siblings, religion affiliation (implying church) and street living status.

1 Recruitment

The total children participated in the survewere 324, of which sixtyeight percent were
male and thirtytwo percent were females. Seven of the sites have less than ten percent
of recruitment whilst two sites have more than twenty percent. The table ims below
shows the figures and percentage for each site.

Table2.. Gendercomposition in percentage for all study sites

[} of % of

Study site Participants Male % Female % total
Goroka 21 76 24 6.5
Kundiawa 20 65 35 6.2

Mt Hagen 29 66 34 9
Kudijip 21 57 43 6.5
Wewak 24 63 37 7.4

Lae 76 74 26 23.5
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Rabual 20 70 30 6.2
Kokopo 23 78 22 7.1
Port Moresby | 90 67 33 27.8

The percentage ofworking streetchildren recruited for the study ws highest for Port
Moresby and Laeboth with more than twenty pecent. There are much larger populations
of working streetchildren in these sites then elsewhere.

1 Place of residence
Children who patrticipated in this study live in town residensevillage, settlements,
plantation compounds, and on the streets. Of th824 children, only seven percent are
currently living in the streets. The rest have homes which they return for the night.

Table 3.Residential locations of participants

Of the 324 participants:
47 percent live in settlemen$

30 percent live in town residences

9 percent live in plantation compound

7 percent live in villages

7 percent live in the street

Table4. Percentage and number oparticipantsin each study site

Resident type
Plantation
Urban Village Settlement [ compound Total
Goroka 3 10 8 0 21
2.5% 41.7% 5.3% .0% 6.5%
Kundiawa 2 5 13 0 20
1.7% 20.8% 8.6% .0% 6.2%
Mt Hagen 6 6 17 0 29
5.0% 25.0% 11.3% .0% 9.0%
Wewak 5 0 19 0 24
4.2% .0% 12.6% .0% 7.4%
Lae 63 0 13 0 76
52.9% .0% 8.6% .0% 23.5%
Rabual 19 0 0 0 19
16.0% .0% .0% .0% 5.9%
Port Moreshy 9 3 78 0 90
7.6% 12.5% 51.7% .0% 27.8%
Kudjip 0 0 0 21 21
.0% .0% .0% 70.0% 6.5%
Kokopo 12 0 3 9 24
10.1% .0% 2.0% 30.0% 7.4%
Total 119 24 151 30 324
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Only 7 percent of the (or 23) participants are currently living in the séts. Of those who
live in the street 64% were males and 36% were females.
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Table 5. Number living on the street, by age category

Lived in the street

Age group Yes No Total
0-5 Count 2 5 7
% within Age group 28.6% 71.4% 100.0%
6-12 Count 30 34 64
% within Age group 46.9% 53.1% 100.0%
13-18 Count 42 53 95
% within Age group 44.2% 55.8% 100.0%
19-25 Count 44 32 76
% within Age group 57.9% 42.1% 100.0%
Don't know Count 49 33 82
% within Age group 59.8% 40.2% 100.0%
Total Count 167 157 324
% within Age group 51.5% 48.5% 100.0%

1 Age

The majority of the children participated in this study are teenagers. A quarter of the

parti ci plnowtreirayée mitapfeared to beadolescert.

Graph2. Number ofparticipants by age category
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1 Gender

Of the 324 participants in the survey, sixtgight percent were males and thirtgwo

percent were females. In addition, three males and three female 6
conducted for each study site thus a total of fiffour interviews altogether.
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The percentage breaks up of the age category for all participants were:
0-5 years oldo 2 percent;

6 0 12 years oldd 20 percent;

13-18 years old 29 perent;

19 8 25 years oldd 29 percent.

Those who didnot know their age (many of t he
appeared to be physically) constitute a quarter of the sampled population (25 percent).

Therewere more maleworking strees children n all age categories with the exception of

the age 05 years which had one more female than male. The age group oflB is

dominated by males whilst 1318 and 19-25 are equal at 57.9% for and 42.1% for

f emal es. More mal e parti cw thear mgesMajoriyaohthef e mal e ¢
participants who didndt state theilO9whche were t
imply that should they stated their age, the figures would be different for age group-18

and 19-25. Overall, there are more girls in thage group 1318 than other groups and

the same is for males.

Table6. Gender by age category garticipants

Sex of Age group
respondent 0-5 6-12 13-18 19-25 Don't know Total
Male Count 3 47 55 44 70 219
% within Age group 42.9% 73.4% 57.9% 57.9% 85.4% 67.6%
Female Count 4 17 40 32 12 105
% within Age group 57.1% 26.6% 42.1% 42.1% 14.6% 32.4%
Total Count 7 64 95 76 82 324
% within Age group 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

1 Region and Province of Origin

More than half (55%) of the participants are from the Highlands. Many are from Southern
Highlands (18%) and ®abu (16%) provinces. Participants from Momase and South
Regions origin were equalled at 16% whilst Island region was 5%. The rest (9%) were of
mixed regions origin that is father from one region and mother from another region or
vice versa.

Graph 3.Regon of origin
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Mixed Region
Percentage
9%

Southern
17%

Islands
17%

Highlands
57%

More working streetchildren who participated in this study are of Southern Highlands
with 18%, followedSimbu with 16%, East Sepik with 10% and the other provinces with
less than 10% (see table 3.5). There nworking streetchildren of Manus, Western and
West New Britain Provinces. Some of the mixed parentage children are mixed Manus or
West New Britain but none from Western.

Table7. Province of origin

Province of Origin No. of % in

Participants  proportion
to total

Central .

Simbu 51 15.7

East Highlands 25 7.7

East New Britain 14 4.3

East Sepik 35 10.8

Enga 20 6.2

Gulf 13 4.0

Madang 2 0.6

Milne Bay 1 0.3

Morobe 17 5.2

New Ireland 2 0.6

Oro 2 0.6

Southern Highlands 59 18.2

Western Highlands 18 5.6

Autonomous Regiorof 1 0.3

Bougainville

Mixed Parentage 32 9.9

Tabe 8. Province of a@igin by study site
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Count
Study sites

Province of Mt Port

origin Goroka | Kundiawa Hagen | Wewak | Lae Rabual | Moresby | Kudjip | Kokopo | Total
Central 0 0 0 0 1 0 31 0 0 32
Simbu 4 19 1 0 14 0 10 0 3 51
EHP 14 0 0 0 6 0 5 0 0 25
ENBP 1 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 9 14
ESP 0 0 0 24 1 7 3 0 0 35
Enga 0 0 6 0 7 0 7 0 0 20
Gulf 0 0 0 0 1 0 12 0 0 13
Madang 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2
Milne Bay 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Morobe 0 0 0 0 12 2 1 1 1 17
NIP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Oro 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
SHP 1 0 16 0 13 0 7 20 2 59
WHP 0 0 6 0 10 0 2 0 0 18
ABG 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
M/Parent 1 1 0 0 7 6 10 0 7 32

Total 21 20 29 24 76 19 90 21 24 324

The table above reveals some few important facts. Firstly, it obviously that people who

have migrated to work in plantations in other provinces lived there sin@nd never

returned to their original place. The generations are now into third or fourth. For example,
majority of people of Sepik (East) population in East New Britain Province became part of

the province. Many of the children know they are from the ptiage but have never

returned. Explaining how he saw himself, a boy of Sepik orgin said,

T oMy

grandfather
home and married a woman in the village. Then he came back and lived here.
They had fve children: three boys and two girls. My father is third born. My father
went to school here and finished high school. He got a job. He went home and
married my mother. He has worked here for a long time. We were born and raised
here. Because the schoold e s

ti me i

ESP or

igin).

n the

came

ar e

street .

1 Education and Literacy Levels

here

When |
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expensive
grow big,
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Generally, the level of educatiois very low fo the majority of the paticipants (see table

below for details). The majority have had only reached primary levels of education

including elementary and primary. This constitutesearly half or 48 percent. Their
education are affected by different factorsbut the majority expresed that school fee was

the principal cause which forced them to leavechool.

Table9. Education levebk

Education Level

Elementary
Lower Primary

\\[e}

participants

5
91

of Percent

16.0
28.1
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Upper Primary 40
Lower Secondary 30
Upper Seconday 11
College/University 3
Vocational Training 1

Never been to school 96

12.3
9.3
3.4
0.9
0.3
29.6

Across all categories in the level of education on average, more females were likely to
have received primarily edoation than male participants. Slightly highepercentage of
femal esd participants
Interestingly, the percentage of males who never been to school was higher than female
in the same category. Generally, however, there is no significanttifistion between both

genders(see table 3.8 for details)

had

reached

secondary

The desire for vocatioal skills training education is strong amongst thevorking street
children. They believe skills training will giveem opportunities to get off the street.

Table10. Education levels by gender

36

a



Sex of respondent

Level of education Male Female Total
Elementary Count 38 15 53

% within Sex
of respondent

Lower Primary Count 55 35 90

% within Sex
of respondent

Upper Primary Count 22 18 40

% within Sex
of respondent

Lower Secondary Count 23 7 30

% within Sex
of respondent

Upper Secondary Count 7 4 11

% within Sex
of respondent

College/University Count 1 2 3
% within Sex
of respondent

Never been to school Count 72 24 96
% within Sex
of respondent

Vocational training Count 1 0 1
% within Sex
of respondent

Total Count 219 105 324
% within Sex
of respondent

17.4% 14.3% 16.4%

25.1% 33.3% 27.8%

10.0% 17.1% 12.3%

10.5% 6.7% 9.3%

3.2% 3.8% 3.4%

.5% 1.9% 9%

32.9% 22.9% 29.6%

.5% .0% .3%

100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Roughlyhalf (49%) of the participant are able to readnd more than half (54%) can write
one or more of the following languages: English, Tok Pisin, Motu and local vernacular.

We found that of working street
children:
-48.5 % can read
-51.5 % can not read
-54.9 % can write
-45.1 % can not write

Tablel11l Languages participants, speak, read and write.

N=324 Speak Read Write
Yes No Yes No Yes No
(%) (%) () | () | (%) (%)
English 40.4 59.6 | 39.5 11.7 | 41.4 14.2
Tok Pisn 99.4 0.6 494 |19 52.2 3.4
Motu 4.6 954 | 3.1 48.1 | 2.2 53.4
Local vernacular 56.2 43.8 | 29.6 21.6 | 25.9 26.6

1 Familycontext
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It is a universal need for a child to live with people who cafer them, in particular their
parents. In the absence of theirparents, a care giver, in traditional and typical PNG
society, a relative of either maternal or paternal kinship would assume responsibility of
parenting. In the modern PNG society, however, this vital fabric of the society is
challenged by many forces irdading economic harsh economic conditions. Hence
children instead of being absorbed into their family units, they are forced to fend for
themselves. In the absence of their parents and decaying of traditional kinship support
system dildren particularly ae vulnerable to harm if this importansocial unitis missing

in their lives.

In this study,the majority ofthe participantsreported living with their parents, either both
parents and one parent. Some are living with one biological parent and a step gar
whilst other stated living with their adopted parents.

Family situatiors varied between children living in town residential area, plantations
compounds, settlements, villages and the streetThe mmjority are living with their
parents. Theyd o nhéve enough space in their homes, sleep well and even go to school.
Participants living in the plantation compoundslived under similar conditions but the
bonus was they lived in the single quarters and oheir own.

In Kudjip Tea plantation compoundghe participants lived with their parentsin very small
huts which the company built for them. At Watam and Tokua, children live with their
parent whilst others, especially migrant labourers [boys] live in single quarter. (Although,
the company is aware of labur policy, children are employed.). Some of them came from
Gembogl in theSimbu Provinceand others were Tolais (East New Bait). The youngest
interviewed was 16 years old. Here is what he said:

T ol came here |l ast year. T le.eHe pama totthet i on ma
village [in Gembogl,Simbu) and asked us [boys] whoever is interested can give
their names. Eight of us gave our namedHe arranged with company for us to
come here and work. The company paid for us to come here. So we came here
and now we are working here. Workingnt he pl ant ati on is very h
sleep well because the house leakll the time when it rains We live in the single
guarter. All the boys sleep in two houses. There are no girls working in the
plantation here. We cooke par at el y a n dSinbaotignp ( Mal e 16,

These young men are living on their own away from their parents and people. They are
parents to themselves. They provide for their own needehey are part of the 9 percent of
the participants who lived in the fantations areas.

In the settlementsthe participants lived with their parents and guardians. Many have
extended family members sharing the same house. For example, a girl living in Bundi
settlement in Lae describing the crowded situation of their houseisl:

T ol l'ive with my parents. My s mal | father [
my grandmot her , my fatherds two small Si st
one of us in the same house. The house is not really big so some sleep on the
verandawhi | e some sl eep under the house. 6 (age

Settlements in Lae, Goroka, Kundiawa, Mt Hagen, Wewak and Port Moresby are over
populated. In Port Moresby, settlements outside of the city with exception of Baruni, are
clean and healthy, for exmple, 7 Mile. Settlers make gardens. Houses have plenty of
space in their backyard. In contrast, the settlements in the city, for example, Koki, 2 Mile
and 5 Mile are over crowded.
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The participantsfrom villages near towns frequently joined others in thetreets and
engaged in street activities to make moneyA village leader from Hanuabada village
describing the situation of children in his village said:

T 0Children today are influenced by the moder
the action they se in the movies. Some are dealing with drugs and homebrews.
They make and sell them. Young girls are selling themselves to earn money. The
village life here depends on money so youths are doing illegal or immoral things
t o make money Magigfatd,iHanuabagda villaye)u r t

Villagers that we visited were very dirty, over crowded and physically they looked like
ghettos or settlements. Many migrants also bought land in these villages and live there.
For example, the villages of Okiufa or Kama in G&eoare no different to Piswara and
Mamboo settlements; the Hanuabada or Koki villages in Port Moresby were filled with
rubbish and dirt; and in Wewak the village of Kreer look much lilsaksak settlement.

The seven percent(or 22 see table 4.1)of the participants living in the streetlived in

bands or groug. A group is family for them. They support each other by sharing food,

money, smoke and other items they have each other. Their relationship as a family is

based on mutual understanding with each andommitment to support and care for each

ot herds needs, even though, they may not know

T 0l n the stradatmiwe aruavthHiiplamesraddtmany of then
donot k now wh éMe eneet oh thgstreet] Therepage many groups.
Smaller boys hang around with their size boys and lggr boys go in groups of
two, three, fouror any number. We have very good relationship with everyone
[amongstworking streetchildrenlbecause we | ive (Medxe Kkind of
EHP origin)

Young girls who sold sexXsiustedto debcebd gh@irl i ke 0 si
relationship. The use of family terms to relate to each other speaks of the lifestyle they

share. Some ofthem also used terms liked b e s[liest€E 6 i e nd ] a[froch thé s qu ad
same group]to identify their relationships. This exemplifies the proximity and intimate

space they share in their living and working relationship.

(@}

The participantsslept in places like markets, in front of shops, abandonegublic halls.
Some girls hang around night clubs seeking opportunity to sell sex or stay up with clients,
and boys roam the streets engaging in break and enter and stealing till dawn. During the
day, they sleep at under shade of trees in quite placesich as Kokopo Golf field Hohola
Rugby grounds and Peace @k in Goroka amongst others Some statements from
children in livingdescribing this life stylewere:

T oDuring the day we dPortrMoresbhy ane logk omoney.T o wn
We help drivers to p& or reverse their cars, ask people for money, collect

containers and sell them to get moneyé I n t
at Badili, near the police station. We just sleep on the floor without mat, blanket
orpi I Il ows. 6 ( Maigire Cehtfal). Goi | al al a or

f oDuring the da@d Airports[|Leacep] aotr tahte fri endo&s h
afternoon | hang around the City Guest House, looking for clients. If | find one, |
stay with him for the night or depends ihe wants me stay only for one or tw
hours. For whole night, | charge them more than K100. We start with drinking
beer. My clients buy them. When we finish, we go to the room and have sex. Many
ti mes we have sex until morning. I use con
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of HIV. We get caoms from Save the Childref Save the Chil drends
Sometimes my clients offer big bucks for skin to skinimplying sex without
condom) | always refuse because my life is important. If they force mauh away.
During the day, | go andleep atthesane pl aced6. ( Femal e 19, EHP

The narratives above represent many childrelike them who struggle to find adequate
shelter, food and moneyo meet their survival needsMissing out on these needs which
are imperative for human survivalmake them vuherable sickness, abuseof all forms,
sexual exploitation engaging in illicit activities such a selling of pornographic materials,
drugs and so on.

Many of the participants reported that they resorted to street activities because of
marriage associatedproblems such as divorce, separation and domestic violence. Some
children are forced to look after themselves when their parents die because there are no
relatives to assume the parental responsibility. Some examples are:

T ol ran away t dechusevoEmyidad artd his wife fistepermther..
My mother died last year (2008) and father married another woman. They
complain and fight all the time so | came to live here [street]. | sleep at the
marketon t he benches, any whl@ m&xed&NBPtandgo |l f f i
New Ireland)

T oMy parents divorced and now

I &m with my
father never visits me. o6 (Female

15, WHP or

Some informants stated living with people they know including their parents, older
siblings (ofen married but necessarily), relatives, adopted parents and grandparents.
Many of the adopted parents (found in this study) are relatives including older siblings
(who often have family of their own but not necessarily), grand parents, uncle and
aunties. Some children lived with their adopted parents and guardians. Other children
live with nonrelatives such people from the same a&a, sexual partners and friends.

Table12. People with whom the participantdive
Currently living with  No. of respondents % in proportionof total

Father 16 4.9
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Mother 38 11.7
Both parents 124 38.3
Brother 11 34
Sister 12 3.7
Relative 37 11.4
Adopted parents 26 8
Grandparent(s) 8 2.5
Care giver/Guardian 13 4
Independently 6 1.9
Sexual partner 4 1.2
Husband 4 1.2
Other people 3 0.9
Living on the street 22 6.8

Participants commonlyreported being abused by their parents or guardians. Of the 324
participants, sixteen percent experienced physical abuse whilst 15.7 percent experienced
verbal abuse

T 0Sister always gets smeos$ & awieFenmlebeEHRE i c h
origin)

T oMy father hits me very oft dae 8sSimbu run
origin)

T oIl f we dondt hel p smwss bais andafor mé loumeawag toe ge't
thes t r eMale 19, S{mbu origin)

f oMy parents divorced. I was | iving with
because | wanted to be free from abusive words from my mother. She was always
getting cross with for not contributing anything in the housefélt ashamed and

l eft her. I owi || not go back to the house.

origin)

f oMy mot her forces me to work every day.
(Female 15, WHP origin)

Table 13. Reasons for leaving hom by gender

Male % of total Female % of total
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Verbal abuse (n=51) 35 68.7 16 31.3

Physical abuse (n=52) 34 65.4 18 34.6
Sexual abuse (n=6) 2 33.3 4 66.6
Hunger (n-57) 44 77.2 13 22.8
Need for money (n=82) 63 76.8 19 23.2
Divorce parents (n=33) 23 69.7 10 30.3
Single or double orphan (n=42) 24 57.1 18 42.9
Peer Pressure (n=36) 25 69.4 11 30.6
Tribal fight (n=18) 14 77.8 4 22.2
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Graph 5. Reasons for leaving home

Only1.9 percent (or 6) of the respondentsreported being abused sexuallyOf these four
were girls and three were boys. Girls in particular are more vulnerable to sexual abuse
from their fathers or guardians. Follow narrative is classic example

My mother died in 2006. | was 14 then. | lived with my father until three monthga

when Iran away frommyhome | 6 m t he only <chil d. I l eft be
abuse me...you know. He touched my breast frequently. He started doing this to me

when | was 15. I didnodot tell anyone because |
He touched my private parts and I didnodot | i ke

he continued. One night he forced me to have sex witlim. He tried to remove my
clothes and | ran out of the house. That happened three months ago. | ran away from
the house. I 61 1 never go back home. I hide fro
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|l &m selling sex to earned money to buy my ba
make about a K100 in week. My clients know where | live. Most of them are working
men. Now | live at Seaview Queen Emma Lodge Block. That is where all the girls like
me | ive. I want to continue school but I h a\
become of me in the future. I dondt have any

Boysare more wlnerable to sexual abuses fromfemale relatives or women they knew
than their male relatives. Women perpetrators are oldesind have power over their
victims. As one boyold us:

The first time | had sex was with a girl who was my neighbour. She was oli@n me. |

was 12 then. | was doing Gr 5 and she was in Gr 8. One night she came home late.

She asked me to take heto their house so | walked hehome. The distance between

our houses was separated by banana garden so in middle sheked me to fuck her.

She held my penis with her hand. She really wanted it badly. | was angry because she
already held my penis so | said ok. | wanted
sex. She was already experience so she taught mdgle 18, Port Moresby).

Anotherrevealed

My fist sex was with my motherds small sister
stay with us her school holiday. She was older than me. At thiae | was 14. We lived

in the settlement. Our house isaally small so in the night everyone stzzed and slept.

| used to sleep near her so one night threw my hands and touched her. | meant it. She

didndét move so | though she was asl eep. I sl
touched them. Shestildi dnét move. I got gsitybutsndesaend st opp
was asleep | wasnot worried. During the day,

house were four of usd the both of us and my small brother and sister. They played

around outside. | was lying on floor when she came up to the housadamade a

comment |sbohow yot Wantdo, sleep because in the night you were touching

peopled . I was really scared. She tohadlsesne t hat ¢
with her. | was really confused but | had no choice. We did really quickiyvas my first

time so it was really painful. After that when we were alone she would ask me to have

sex with her. Sometimes, when | refuseahd she forced me. (Male 19, Lae)

Most of the incidents of sexual abuse described to us did not involve condonioys
responded to our questions by explaining that they lacked experiendewas their Girst

timed or the womenrefused to use acondom because it i d n 6t &Se #d notpro o d .
of an adult exploitingthe innocentvirgin is not specific to any gende

One family feature that was unexpectedly common to our informants wathe single
parent phenomena. It is growingDivorce, separation and death ofa spouse are
circumstances that force children toleave homes for the streets. In single parent
families, we found that more children lived with their mothers (about 12%) than fathers
(about 5%). Living with a single parent is hardccording to the children Many of them
have beenabused by their parents.
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20 old male, Kokopo

When | was a baby my father di v digsised) adopted
me. She has four children of her own and with me; we are five in the family. Since | was chil
thought my aunty was my real mother. As | grew older, | noticed that she favoured the oth
four children (which are her own). | wonderedvhy she did that. | never asked her any
question.

My biological mother kept distance. She remarried but never took me into her family. She h
five children from her second marriage. As | grew older, | was given all the household wor
was treated likeb wok boi 8. After school, Il woul d W
and chop firewood. She let the other children play and only once in a while told them to he
me. Then | when | doing Gr Five, during weekend they told me to clean the @farm. | would
spend long hours. Still | never asked why | was treated like this.

If | came home from work or school, they never left any food for me. My parents only boug
new clothes for the other four children. They never gave me any mother althoulgivas the
only one helping them to clean the cocoa garden.

One day | asked my mother why she di dnot
treated unfairly? She cried and sad sorry but never explain why. | was very upset that | ash
my father the same question. | wanted to know why | was treated badly. My father w
shocked at my question and told me that my mother was the right person to answer n|
question. They made me more determined to know so | asked my eldest sister. She also cr
andtoldme it wasndét a good idea to know. She
parents and address the issue. We had small family dinner. | was the subject of the dinng
Everyone tried to cover up their mistakes. My parents and two elder silggnsaid sorry. The
other small one was not sure what was happening. At the dinner | was expecting an explaini
from my parents why they treated badly. They never explained. In the night, | ran away
promised myself not to go home because | was treateiké a slave all life. My parent found
out in the morning that | ran away. | never slept away from home so they knew | ran away. T|
weeks |l ater they found me in town and
go back to them.

Whilst | was living in the street, my biological mother came looking for me. That was in Jy
last year, about a month after | left home. She found out that | was living in the street so s}
came to find me. All | knew of her was that she was my aunty. She met mettee market and
told me to follow her. She went to a Kaibar, bought some food and we sat down and eat. Th
she told the whole story about me. She cr
but somehow | knew that she was telling the truth. Shaesked me to go and stay with her but |
told her it was | ate. She cried and beggs-d
one and half yearsé | will go back to the
find work [empbyment] in town.

f oLiving in the cityy [hard. wSheédr angndtotlheok i a&
day | get on the street to fBmh) food for

T oLi f e wi thout a mot her i s very har d. On |
children better. Il ®&m | i vi ng Hevdodstcarenoy f at her
l ove me so | come to the Simbuerigih) t o pass

T oLife without a father is very hard. My
She is not working. | collect container or bottles and sell them. Whatever nagn
get , [ buy food for the house. Someti mes
medé (male 11, Morobe origin)
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T 0My mot her forces me to work every day. | |
no choice but to help her because we are alone. Our fathdied three years ago.

7

We struggle every day to survive. o6 (Female

T oMy father divorced my mother. We are | ivir
care about us. He never bought us clothes or anything [she cried as she told this].
He compktely forgot about us [us tingting olgetd. (Female 14, ESP origin)

Adopted children face challenges different from other children. Many of them are abused
and treated as second classfamily members They work like house maids or servants
whilst biologi@l children enjoy the luxury of leisure and fun. According eme informant,
this is a status she has to accept because she ha® where else to go

T oMy adopted parents mistreat me. They give
but I donddugefluskeabbe no way to go. o6 ( Fema
EHP).

_ N
X vy

Foraging at Baruni dumpPort Moresby

Pull and Push Factors

Pull and push factors fomworking streetchildrenvary according to then townsPull factors
are conditions that attract chitiren to the street, for example, peer pressure and street
vending. In contrast, push factors are conditions which push the children away from their
home, such asabuse, hunger, the need for money and tribal fighing.
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PNGworking streetchildren are overielminglynot there by choice. They would prefer a
stable happy home and school fees, but push factors bring them to the streets. More
than 80 percent of our informants explained their status by push factors; whiless than
20 percentexplained themselveshy pull factors (see graph 5.1 for details)

In this study we found that of the 324 participants, 51.5 percent had slepin the street
at some point in the pastwhilst the remaining 48.5 percent neverhad. The graph below
shows the reasons that participnts sleep in the street.

Many of the informantstook refuge outside of their homes with other peopjer slept in
the streets, when their parentsphysicaly or verballyabused them. Some childrentold us
their own homes werecharacterised bydomestic vidence between adults and between
adults and children.

One 13yearol d f emale from Eastern Highlands Provin
and most of time | | eave house in fear of hi mo
Similarly a boy described how his sister treated him:

I 6m nsgt awiit h my big sister. She wusually hit me
to me to do. Sometimes, | feel tired because many things in the house | do and her
children just go to school alrhihk likeethisasr | Il 6m wh

refuse. And when she hit me, | runaway and stays with friends in the street. (Male 11,
SHP origin)

Table 14a.People with who the participants stayed with for a night or more
outside their homes

Age Group | Peers on the stree| Sexual Partners Relatives Boy Fried
n=88 n=30 n=87 n=50
No of % No of % No of % No of %
Participant] Participants Participants Participants
05 1 1.1 0 0 0 0 0 0
6-12 16 182 | O 0 10 115 |4 8
1318 25 284 |5 16.7 | 32 36.8 | 15 30
1925 28 31.8 | 19 63.3 | 32 36.8 |21 42
D't know | 18 205 | 6 20 13 149 [ 10 20
Table 14b.
Age Group Girl Friend Friend Strangers
N=23 n=38 n=20
Number of % Number of Number of %
Participants Participants | % Participants
05 0 0 0 0 0 0
612 1 4.3 1 2.6 2 10
1318 2 8.7 15 39.5 2 10
1925 14 60.9 17 44.7 12 60
Don't know | 6 26.1 5 13.2 4 20
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I'n all the three Highlands provinces, the <co
backgrounds was eroken home Stakeholdersin these towns (i.e. NGO worker$pld us

that broken homes wee manifestations of other socialproblems such as domestic

violence (often alcohol related) and extrmartial affairs.

In addition, social and physical displacement due ttribal fights contributes to family
instability. A young boy refleetd on the reasons whyhe left home:

| did elementary one only and left school because our school was burnt by enemy tribe

during the fight. The fight has stopped but m
i s not really safe. I d o nther tol&k meothat it iee wh ol e
because of politics. One man from our neighlbio tribe contested for election. His tribe

paid some of our tribesmen money and pig to get support from us. During voting many

people voted for another candidate who won. So the neighling candidate

tribesmen looted our community. Many people fled without their begging. First we ran

away to my mother place in Kembogl and then we moved to KundiawMale 10,

Kundiawa).

Another push factor in tle Highlandsregionis sorcery. In the pastpeople left their homes
to live in the towns or other places for fear of their livedMore women are blamed for
sorcery in the Highlandshan the coastal regions One young male told us:

They[my parents]told me that we came here because of sorcery indhvillage. People

were dying one after and another and they suspected the cause to be sorcery. Many

peopl e fhawlaindb oy adti | y) came here [to Gorokal].
feared sorcery. After coming here, we went back to our place only two ttiméMale

Simbuorigin)

Recently people havestarted to respond to sorceryin the Highlandswith violence.In
many cases, women and young girls have become targets. Sohmve been

tortured to death

butchered to death

forced to commit suicide, for examg, jumping over cfif
burnt alive in their house

buried alive

chased away fom their land

=A =4 =8 -8 -8 =9

One subset of working streetchildren are those whoroam t he street to O6win
themselves and their familiesMany children in this grougold us hungerwas the reason

they work on the street. Thepave no publicassistance and are forced to earn money to

eat each day.

Some are forced by their parents to becoméreadwinners for the family, if only by

working passively, begging frombadside by-passersfor example. In tears, an 11 year old

girl (Central Province) begging on a main streetin Borokosaddl dondt want to do
my parents wil/l belt me if | refuseod.

Anot her tol d us, 0 My parents c h as e Mae out of
unknown age, Gulf Province).

We found that brcing children to the streets to beg was nmsd common in Port Moresby
and Lae
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Even when they are not forced to beg, manyorking streetchildren feel responsiblefor
contributngt o t h e i rsunfival.rmlelr pimaydaim in the day may be to feed
themselves, but their secondary aim is to help their familiesThere are also children

whose parents dondt f or ce thehde so ott of frvstoatiok o0 n
and boredom because they cannot attend scloh. One male participantold us, 0 | worry

about going to school but my parents have no money so | pass time in the streets to
for get MdepAgaunknowrg Gulf Province).

About 25 percent of the children were in street because they needed moneilst 18
percent were there because they were hungry.

1 The pull of money

The opportunitiesfor making money in the streets are the main pull factors. Children
plagued by poverty at home chose tmake their own living.

In the streets, there are visibleand nonvisible ways of making money. Visible ways

include selling electronic items, clothes, stationeries, betelnut, smokes and other things.
Teenage and young adult males control this business in all the suburbs and streets of the
towns and cities.

Theyounger boys andsadincoresafe baggng,collecting $0Gne soft
drink plastic containers(mostly in Port Moresby and Laealthough this isbeginning to
happen in other centers as well). In Mt Hagen, bogarry market bags from the car prk
to the benches for a kina or two. The public describé hem as 061t a xNeighér or

term pleases the boys themselves, and one told u®l 6 m no't machi ne,

humano.

In Port Moreshy, smaller boysitson roadsides and call out to bus pasngersfor 500mL
coke or water containers. Collecting containers is nogstricted to children, adults also
collect. This was visible in Lae, Mt Hagen, Wewak and Gorokaen the more lucrative
means of making a living foworking streetchildren is threaened by competition from
adults.

In Wewak, a male respondent said he was collecting empty can drinks to help his mother
buy food for the house. He earned K5.00 or K7.00 every day for his collection. Almost
half of the male subjects interviewed claimedot have sustained themselves financially
through shop lifting, pick pocketing, reselling stolen items and begging. One young male
respondent said they form queues in front of Tang Mo which is the only largest
supermarket in Wewak, and wait for any new facés pick from, especially elderly people
and the women folks in particular. They are backed by older boys who fight back if the
little ones end up quarrelling with someone. Stolen goods sold at the market place are
twice cheaper than those on the shelves ich make a fast income for those involve. A
handful of male candidates said they were offered money from relatives or family
members, even parents. The moneys collected from this various activities were used for
food and shared with their friends. They vatd rather share or spend on personal habits,
smoking, drinking, and gambling.

A 15 year old female from Kreer compound said the money she earns from selling icy
cold water, smokes andbuai (betel nut) will feed the whole family at the end of the day
andshe doesndt produce any profit.

Teenage girls are more involved in less mobile income opportunities, like selling buai,
smoke and other items at roadsides under umbrellaSome work as housemaidsOthers
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work as night club hostesses. Théeast visible means of making income involves sex
work, and while this is dominated by females, young teenage boys are also selling sex.

Often females in and around settlements offer commercial sex to clients and strangers
Regularclients are set up by co workers oregers, and strangers are met at parties or
night clubs. Theyoung womenoffer sex for less than K50.00 perkuap, sometimes
earning up to K300.00 from a particular client at one time.

In all the study sites, formal employment or industry was minimafoungboys work in
plantations as labourers howeverthe youngestwe metwas 15 years old.But children
much younger than 15work alongside their parents inplantations. East New Britain
copra plantations generallyecruit boysfrom the Highlands.

Someinteresting statistic arise from our findings

more girls work nightclubs in Port Moresby than other towns,

more violert theft by children occurdn Goroka than other towns;
youngpeopleinvolved in sex works more visible in Lae than other towns;

more children sleepon the streets in Kokopo than other towns

Organised gangs for theft are more common iGoroka and Wewakhan other
towns.

= =4 =8 =8 -9

From the stakeholder perspectiveworking streetchildren representmultiple problems.
One Government official told u$ hese c¢chil dren are on the street
ol eft unguarded. ¢ The @ardnisareimeSponsiblemder st andi ng

Church organizations and NGOs generally have a deeper understanding of these children,
and can explain theworking dreet children phenomenon more philosophically. One NGO
wor ker told us, for example, OPoverty corrupts

Crime is certainly part of street life. In locations where there are no small jobs are
opportunities to vend gods, children are forced tcsteal.

There is a continuum of antsocial behaviour forworking street childrenthan runs from

petty theft to much more violent amldi scrednp | e x
here because in most cases these children areot organized into gangs, nor do they

consider crime as a career track.

One boy explained:

In the street | get money all the time by pickpocket and helghs. We used pocket

knives, big and long screw drivers and sometime and sometimes with bigger boys we

use guns. We hold up anyone who has money. When someone has money we can

easily tell. We spy at bank ATM, new faces in town, or mothers and big men. When

someone is carrying big money you tell that they try to be very careful and also appear

very scared. Wdollow them whole day just spying to confirm if someone we suspect

has money. Then we continue following him or her until they are in a location where

public is out of sight. We make our move [holdab] quickly, get what we want and we

di sappeaeel | bddndbi hg this because | donot doc
pocket. For usstreet children we | i ve by what we make in day.
through any means, then we go hungry. (Male 13jmbu Origin)

The economy of PNG is often describeas a dual economy.In fact, however, it is many
kinds of economies, running a range from wholly subsistence to wholly castome. In

the rural areas,people subsist largely on garden foods, but supplement them with store
bought foods. In the towns, peopl live on cash incomes and supplant their store foods
with market produce; they give and receive along traditional lines of reciprocity, but
depend, for the most part, on cash purchases. The difference between village and town is
that, in the latter, thereis no security. Without a garden people are forced to live entirely
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on the cash economy. But a cash economy without full employment means there will
always been an urban poor population, living in settlements or in the rough, and
fluctuating between infomal incomegenerationand criminal activity.

Sources of income

The majority of the children interviewed livein the settlements. Many of the household
heads and their spousesare not formally employedThosewho are employed earn very
lowwages and cannot meet their own needs, much less those of their dependents.

Children often work to help support the family. ny go to street asfamily 6 br e a d
winnersdTheir familiesrely on them without their contributions the family sleeps hungry.
Without their effort the families sleep hungryAs one girl told usip tears]:

| started begging people for money since | was small . My parents carried me here

early one morning, sat me right here and they went back to the house. | sat down

whole day andpeople who felt sorry for me gave me food, drink and money. In the

afternoon my mother came back and picked me up. She got the monephe bought

some food and we went home. That ds how | st a
now. Sometimes, | can up to BO in a day but most times | get about K1&15 in a

day. (Female 11, Central Origin)

Many households have multiple income sources. For example,dne household where
the father was employedthe mother would engage in street vendingnd the child would
beg.

T oMy parents force me [chase out of the hou
(male, unknown age, Gulf).

1 Girlsitting on the Boroko roundabout, her everyday location, shetears. 0 | hat e
to sit here but my parents force me. Without me, they haveo f ¢Agedll,0
Central)

But children also make their own moneyThey join the informal economy as street
vendors, market vendors and seand/or hospitality workers, reserving some income for
their family and keeping some for themsgks. The major souce of income for our
interviewees was vendingd which includes sales at roadside or bus stop stallsThey sell
ice blocks smokes; betel-nut; cook food like peanuts, scones, doughnutsecond hand
and homemade clothes. More than 50 percent of the partigants mentionedvendingas
the main the source of their household income.
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Less than two thirds knew th& household income status whilst thirtyine percent of the

participants didnotk now. Some didndt know becausse they I
because they lived with relatives (11%)Some lived withsiblingsand wh o dreveat 0 t

their income (7%), some with care gives (4%) or grand parents who had no sense of

income per fortnight (3%) Only 2 percent of the children lived independentlyFive

percent did not know their family income, andff t een percent didndt want

family income levels.

23% of the participants indicated their householdbrtnightlyincome was below K100.0Q
14 % earn between K100K199; 6 % earn between K208K299; 5 % earn between
K300-K399; 1 % earn between 400K499 and 4 % earn more than K500.00

Table 15.Jobs performed by ageategory.

Age Selling Generd Labour Unpaid Begging Theft
Group bottles, street work

cans, vending

plastics

N=109 N=136 N=92 N=71 N=76 N=29

Kids | % Kids | % Kids | % Kids | % Kids | % Kids | %
05 0 0.0 2 15 |0 00 [0 00 |1 14 |1 34
6-12 35 [321 |18 [ 132 |7 76 |10 [140 |11 | 1453 10.3
13-18 29 [ 266 |46 | 338 |25 272 |18 [254 20 | 2635 17.2
19-25 14 | 128 |39 | 287 |29 31522 [309 |25 | 32811 | 381
Don'tknow | 31 | 285 |31 | 228 |31 337 (21 [296 |19 | 25.0 31.0
Table16. Types ofwork, by gender
Sources of Income Number of Total Male % Female %

children proportion
engage % (N=324)

Street vending 136 41.98 85.3 14.7
Selling plastics bottles 109 33.64 71.3 28.7
Labour work 92 29.4 83.7 16.3
Unpaid work 71 21.91 81.7 18.3
Begging 76 23.46 84.2 15.8
Theft 29 8.95 82.8 17.2
Selling sex 47 1451 17.0 83.0
Other 86 26.54 56.0 44.0
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Graph 6.Househdd income sources
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These figuresshould be considered in the context of the cost of living in PNG towns
today.Migrants renting in the settlements can pay anything from K50/fortnight to K1000
per month for their simple home, and the leap from these accommodations to low
covenant housing is vast. In Port Moresby the most basic low covenant housing can cast
K1500/month for a 2-bedroom unit. For the unskilled labourer, a typical wage might be
K120 a fortnight, which would need to be combined with other incomes to even purchase
foodstuffs. Needless to say, the typical working household is far from ideal: there are
often many relatives crowded into a small space, multiple formal and informal sources of
income operating day and night (beer or homebrew sales, betelnut stalls, clothes and
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billum or basket making, repairs, etc). Educators commonly bemoan the fact that most
school children in PNG have little privacy to complete homework or even read in their
homes. It would seem that the slightest of pushes, and not the most abusive or violent
push, could propel a child to the street in PNG. Even where a child has both parents,
attends school and eats one meal at home a day, there is usually no place for them to
meet, socialise or even concentrate other than the street.

Nevertheless, most children do not leave stable homes. They endure deplorable
conditions to remain within the grasp of parents and community. Thoseorking street
children--and they are a minoityfiwho are entirely independent of family reflect some of
the most dire circumstances of modern life. They may be orphaned or cast out by
relatives for lack of moneylack of capacity, rather than cruelty. But they are forced to live
at the extreme margis of Papua New Guinean life today: without a secure roof, without
wantoks, and often without hope.

Graph8. Individual ncome leves
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The following are the activities mentioned byorking street childrenas means of earning
income:

Street vending

Stealing and pickpocketing (males mainly)

Voluntary work

Labour (carrying bags and unload cargo from big container trucks; also vegetable
bags for market mothers)

Buying food for other people as a paid service

Washing vehicles (Wara Simbu, Kundiawa)

Selling sex (predominantly girls but also some boys are involved)

PwnNPE

No o

There are sharp gender differences in income generating activities faorking street
children, especiallyin the highlands. Selling sex is predominantly female work, whilst
stealing, pickpocketing and holdups are male activities. Holdups are common in most of
the towns,we found,except for Kudjip.
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In some towns holdups are daily activities(for example, Goroka and Laewhilst in others
they happen once in a while(Kokopo and Ralaul). The rature of holdups in Goroka is
highly dangerous, though. As one street boy saill,@/hold at knifepoint and bigger boys
use guns, and if they refuse to give in to our demand, we stab them or evendiisked if
he could give an example, he saidOnly last Tuesday about 8 pm [10/11/2008], |
stabbed an elder man who refused to let me taken his bag. | got K300 and shared it with
my two friends who helped mé.

In all forms of work, females tend to perform passively, that ithey tend to sit or be
stationed in one location. For example, in street vending, girls sit and sell under an
umbrella stall while bog carry their itemsin hand and call out the prices to attract
customers.The girls sell, the boys hawk. The only exception is sex work, where girls move
about to pickup locations to meet their clients.

Table 17a.Primary expenses of respondents,by age category

Food for the School fee for
Age Group| house Clothes siblings Share with peers
N=167 N=201 n=36 N=200
Partick Partick Partici- Partick
pants | % pants | % pants | % pants | %
05 3 1.8 1 0.5 0 0.0 2 1.0
6-12 15 9.0 25 124 |6 16.7 |32 16.0
13-18 51 306 |61 30.3 |10 27.8 |55 27.5
19-25 54 32.3 |56 279 |13 36.1 |56 28.0
Don't
know 44 26.3 |58 289 |7 19.4 55 27.5
Table 17b.
Age
Group Alcohol Smoke Drug (marijuana)
N=118 N=137 N=61
Participants | % Participants | % Participants | %
05 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
6-12 4 3.3 2 1.5 1 1.7
13-18 28 23.8 |46 335 |16 26.2
19-25 55 46.6 |55 40.1 | 30 49.1
Don't
know 31 26.3 |34 249 |14 23.0
1 Sex work

Of the totalworking street children
1 15 percenttold us theyhave sold sex
1 82 percentsaid they have not soldsex
1 3.9 percent did not respond to the question.

54



Graph9. Percentage ofworking street childrenselling sex
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Of the btal 47 whotold us theysold sex:

24% earn less than K100 in a fortnight
28% earn between K106K199

18% earn between K200K299

10% earn between K300K399

4% earn between K408K499

18% earn more than K500

E I

Table18. Number selling sex, by age and gender

Age  Males Females |
% %

No. who Total No. who Total

sold sex respondents sold sex respondents
0-5 0 3 0.0 0 4 0.0
6-12 O 47 0.0 0 17 0.0
13- 3 55 55 9 40 225
18
19- 3 44 6.8 21 32 65.6
25
Don't 2 70 2.9 9 12 75.0
know
Total 8 219 15.2 39 105 163.1

The age group 1318 represents 12.4 percent of the total participants. In this category
5.5% of males and 22.5% of females sold sex. The percentage of male selling sex
increased by over 1% in the age categy 1925 whilst the percentage of females
increased by more than 40%. The unknown age category still remains high for fermae
75% whilst reducel to less than 3%for males
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Table 19.Where juvenile sex workers find their clients

Age Through a pimp At parties/dance Regular clients Concurrent sex partners
N=21 N=33 N=25 N=28
% % %
Participants | proportion | Participants | proportion | Participants | proportion Participants | % proportion
0-5 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
6-12 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
13-18 5 23.8 8 24.2 6 24.0 10 35.7
19-25 14 66.7 18 54.6 14 56.0 11 39.3
Don't know | 2 9.5 7 21.2 5) 20.0 7 25.0

Selling sex is a main source of income for girls. Boys amly justbeginning to realise the

potential of a sex trade. Gitls typically Il sex through pimps Boys sell sex to working

class women. Gid keep their conduct lowprofile, if not entirely invisible.However for

boys, it is totally invisible. Boys who sell segett hei r f emal e clientsd pho
the transacton can occur directly.

We observed (on separate nights) young girls working as hostesén a night club who
were forced by their bossgd PNG man) to dance and entertain men. They live and wotk a
the club. The security guardt o | d  uwet nighisdwere I@eld in the inner cell of the
ground floor of the clubpwhenyoung girls perform strip show/for older men.

Other young girls came alondgo the club in groups of girls or accompanied by male
relatives or their(generally much olderpartners.

In Lae,commercial sex workers are very aggressive and outspoken because {hisvents
men from abusing, assaulting, or hurting themwe were told Many have been working
with Save the Childrerand are empowered to negotiate safe sex practices. They know
their rights, but sometimes clients tempt them by offering big money to drop their
demandsto use of condom.Others are not as successfulOne of the young girls engagke

in this business toldus,

When | say, | wanto use condom some men refuse. They say if ytxave AIDS then

wedl | not have sex with vyoutheyadskwhyedrel yout hem i f
afraid?. Men like to have sex without condoms. They give more money without

condoms. We need money and soent i mes when tehve ysifswausedt hey 61 |
condom, and we really need money atgery hard to say no.Agel6, Simbu origin).
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Boroko 2:27 PM

An elderly Central Province man is standing and making a call. He is wearing a gre
collared T-Shirt and black pants. Hehas grey tongs and on his back is a Spider Mamek

sack. He looks at the girl standing two yardaway and nod his head. We are standing
across the road on the alley on the side of BSP Bank. Our eyes follow the man as he w{
to the Boroko Post Office. He stops near the fence. The girl is following himat keeping her

distance. The man is making &all again. We walk across the road to the middie alley the
stop to watch from there. After calling he is making a gesture with his right hafat the girl

to come closer. The girl obeys shyly. From our new position, we can see the girl clearly.
isvery pretty, dark brown complexion, sta
athletic. She could be between 18 and 21 years old and obviously from the New Guin
Islands. Our guess would be West New Britain or New Ireland. Seconds later, a ligéy ¢
cab is parking in front of them. The passengatoor opens and the man and the girl step
into the car. The gl asses are t i nbuefibmtthe
front we see heis a Highlander.He looks like he is fromSimbu or Westen Highlands The

cab is driving past us now and we sekow simple itall was. After driving past us, the cab is
stopping metres in front of us. The man [pimp] walks out of the car and waves good b
and closes the door. He walks away to the spot where btarted. The car drives away with

the girl.

Children are also seen selling homemadgornographic DVDs and CDs. Theideo
production occus at the home or office of the produceand they getdistributed to the
sales boys in the streets. Whilst the majoritpf working street childrensell ordinary
moviesin DVDquite openly, theporn dealers <ll in secrecy.

Kritoe Kelebads account :

| was standing and looking upon the movies on display. The time was gettinglahd the
boys doing sale were packing to go. Early in the day we interviewed some of them so they
said goodbye to me as they left. As | saw my watch the time was a 5:47pm. | was busy

| ooking at movies when | heard a adulharesper i n
avail abl ed. [ Bata piksa bilong ol big | ain st
asked, how much? He replied, 0K50, but K40 or
that kind of money now but | dextimorcim@meameéb ac k t om
back and | saw him. | took him aside asked if | could ask few questions. He agreed so |

interviewed him. He is 15 year old from a mixed parentage of Oro and Mt Hagen

(Boroko, Port Moresby).

Q: Where do you get these CDs?

A: | get then from a man who produces them at home?

Q: How does he produce them?

A |l &m not sure, he just gives them to us and

Q: So you mean, other boys are also selling apart from you?
A: Yes, we go to his house pick them up and th&@ome to sell them. We all go separate
ways to sell them. My location is here (Boroko).
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Q: Are there other person producing this kind of movies in the city?
A: There are many. Some boys get them from other producers.

Q: Do you view the kind of movies yare selling?.
A: Yes. We watch them on his laptop in his office.

Q: So what type of movies do you sell?
A Il &m selling both | ocal and international

Q: Can you explain more abouthe | ocal one, f emoviexampl e, whoos
A: Right n @ pure PNGOmmen ane womennPNG women and white men, PNG
men and Asian women.

Q: Are young girls and boys are involved in the movies?
A: Only young women not really young girls. No boys are in the movies but only big men.

1 Street vending

Working street clildren sell betelnut, cigarettes and assortedother items. Most girls sit
under shade of trees, roadside stalls, under umbrella, or other places that provided
space for market.

Boys are selling electronic and processed goods, which are mostly cheap Agigrducts.
The shiftaway from selling ofbetelnut to processed goods i@ consequence of the NCDC
ban on betelnut street salesWe also found that some boys sold pornographic movies,
both PNG and international.

Young girls involed in street vending goin groups to buy and resellbetelnuts. Forming a
group provides them security from policéronically) One girl said,0 fiey [police] beat me
many times. Once they loadd me in Gordord sell. My parents came and argued with the
police and took me out)

1 Begging

Asking people for money happenin all the towns. Puttinga carton or sheetby the
roadside to begis common in Port Moresby and Lae. In all the other centres, children
were found more commonlyvalking around to ask for money.

Health

The health of working street childrenis hard to measure. Many look remarkable well
despite their hurger and abuse. Although they live in poor environmest eat anywhere,
sleep rough andare not conscious of their health,the more common diseases like
malaria, typhod, and diarrhoea do not affected them often.Most respondents had
suffered from iliness in the past, but had clearly recovered, which says something about
their immune system.

To understand their health situation, we agld what typesof illness they hadsuffered in
the past 6 months.

We found that of the324 participants
- 45.7 %had beensick in the last six months
- 54.3 %had not beensick
- 77% of those who were sick gdreatment
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- 23% did not get medicine

The common diseases reported include malaria, aghs, fevers and headache. One
mentioned getting TB and another mentioned contracting syphilis, both treated and
cured. Although many got treatment, some did not. They reasoned that their illness was
not so serious, was gone the next day, or that mediciveas too expensive and no one
would help them go to hospital.

Some of those who didnodot get medicine preferre
was because medicine wastoo expensive One maletold us, 0 Get ti ng medi ci ne
expensive. Children shouldjet medicine free. Because it is expensive whetheyd o n 0 t

take ustohausikqui ckl 'y unt i | Maldhlg, SERocidin) i s wor sed (

Many respondents never went to hospital or clinics for treatment.

T 0oWhen | get sick | d o n ditc ignoe thoe ctahues eh ol s pdi ot na
any money...It is really hard to find water here [Kokopo]. Most of the time | drink
6kul ad [coconut juice]... I go with friend
while.d (Male age unknown, mixed Sandaun an

1 0 Ho slfee are expensive, especially for medicine. Last time | got malaria and |
bought medicine from the store because | could not afford medicine at the
hospitalé (female 17, ENBP) .

T 0l get sick once in a while. | hgowoe no mon
the hospital. I donot know how much it cCo
medicine. 6 (Male 7, Oro origin)

Graph10. Sicknessesworking street childrenhave had in the last six months
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NB: Thedata does not indicate prevalenceof sicknesses.
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Table 20. Sicknesses of respondents in past 6 months, by age category

Sick in the last six months
Can not

Age group Yes No remember |No reponse Total
0-5 Count 3 4 0 0 7
% within Age group 42.9% 57.1% .0% .0% 100.0%
6-12 Count 30 28 3 3 64
% within Age group 46.9% 43.8% 4.7% 4.7% 100.0%
13-18 Count 44 a7 0 4 95
% within Age group 46.3% 49.5% .0% 4.2% 100.0%
19-25 Count 39 36 0 1 76
% within Age group 51.3% 47.4% .0% 1.3% 100.0%
Don't know Count 34 44 0 4 82
% within Age group 41.5% 53.7% .0% 4.9% 100.0%
Total Count 150 159 3 12 324
% within Age group 46.3% 49.1% .9% 3.7% 100.0%

Above we see that just under half of most kids say they have been sick in the past six

months, and the most common illness by far is malaria.The country has had great

success in bringng malaria numbers down in rural areas with treated mosquito nets; it
seems probable that free distributions in key locations at each provincial centre would
also improve the statistics here.

It is also interesting to note how healthy these children reg being in general.This does
not preclude the possibility that sick children are being undeeported as they would be
less visible to the public.

Table 21a. Types of illnesses experienced in the last six monthisy age category

Age Malaria cold Diarrhoea Headache Sores/scabies Fever
N=106 N=27 N=11 N=24 N=11 N=16
kids | % kids % kids | % kids % kids % kids %
0-5 3 2.8 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 9.0 0 0.0
6-12 20 18.9 185 5 45.4 5 20.8 2 18.2 5 31.2
13-18 | 31 29.2 33.3 1 9.1 10 41.7 2 18.2 4 25.0
19-25 | 30 28.3 29.7 3 27.3 6 25.0 3 27.3 3 18.8
Don't
know 22 20.8 18.5 2 18.2 3 12.5 3 27.3 4 25.0
Table 21b
General body
Age Asthma B STls aches
N=3 N=2 N=1 N=1 N=21
Kids | % Kids % Kids | % Kids | % Kids | %
0-5 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
6-12 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 9.5
13-18 2 66.7 1 50.0 0 0.0 1 100.0 8 38.1
19-25 1 33.3 1 50.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 28.6
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1 Sexually Tansmitted Infectiors and HIV

A very small percentage (0.3%) of the participants had Sexually Transmitted Infections
(STIs) but none reported being HIV positive. Many participants spoke of HIV and AIDS as
sik nogut pad sicK) which had no cure. Generallyhe participants knew that HIV/AIDS
had no cure but their overall knowledge of STls is lowMany of the younger male
participantstold us they were safe from HIV because they did not hajxaginal] sex.

T 0l dondt know about soe& MHotv/ AADS. mPeiopil me &
15, SHP origin)

T ol know about HI V/ AI DS i ke it hailk no med
nogut) . I have not sl ept with any women so | 01

T ol attend one cour se 0 n ndHHaxe/seX]iwidhSvomeNo w | do!
but | t el |l a girl to have meMaed%$imboheck bef
origin)

1 Nutrition

Having enough to eat for a day is a tremendous challenge fgorking street children We

asked how often they had balanced or fumeals. We dono6t eat |l i ke that,
told--we eat flour balls and lamb flaps at the market-or many, a proper meal is a luxury

they can never affordFood is not about healthfor them; it is there to satisfy a hunger

and give them energy to swive. Most feed themselves, buthose who live with relatives

bring food from home to their daily work station®ther kidseat in the markets.

Most feel hungryon a daily basisbut have no moneyforfood. Thei r parents canot
their food either. Tke following comments are representative of mostvorking street
children, and are direct translations from the original Tok Pisin.

M1 ol f eel h u n gMalg, 13 GUlf Provimee); t | me 6 (

f 0l want money t o Malewnkhowroage, @entidl); dr i nks o6 (

T ol worry about where my meal Bemalei dgd come f

unknown, Simbu);

0l want demald 14, Ceatcdlyy (

ol worry about what | will eat in the nigh

siblings if they are ok and not hung y Fema(e, 19, Central);

f 0My struggle is to find food toMaseiRpport my
mixed parentage).

=a =
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Graph11: Number of meals eaten in a day
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Graph12: Where street kids eat
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Graph13. Meal providers
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32%
37%
3% 25%
O Myself @ Parents
0O Parents & myself 0O Other people & myself
W Care giver
Childrenwh o donot have enough to eat obviously do
Pastor Mike of City Missiono0 When street children are hungry,
so they can do aHeydntiuded ghattnoordes to meforimvaepérson in
trouble with the law, for exanp | e , Ot he per so0dfodddirstandothebe f ed f
things come | atero.
Table 22.Are youhungry?
Feel hungry
Al the Oncein a
Age group time Sometimes while Never Total
0-5 Count 2 4 0 1 7
% within Age group 28.6% 57.1% .0% 14.3% 100.0%
6-12 Count 14 27 19 4 64
% within Age group 21.9% 42.2% 29.7% 6.3% 100.0%
13-18 Count 28 39 22 6 95
% within Age group 29.5% 41.1% 23.2% 6.3% 100.0%
19-25 Count 27 35 13 1 76
% within Age group 35.5% 46.1% 17.1% 1.3% 100.0%
Don't know Count 24 36 21 1 82
% within Age group 29.3% 43.9% 25.6% 1.2% 100.0%
Total Count 95 141 75 13 324
% within Age group 29.3% 43.5% 23.1% 4.0% 100.0%
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At the Baruni Dump, both children and adults rush for expired food items or cooked foods
being dumped. Children ¢ar instant noodles packages open to eat in an atmosphere
filled with smoke from the burning rubbish. The stencls unbearable to outsiders, but
both children and adultsspend their dayssifting through every truckfor anything to eat or
re-sell.

Most of the participant in this study highlighted hunger as main challenge in their lives.
As one female participant describe her situation:

M oFood is hard to find. Someti mes | donot
whylhaveabad | i fed6 (Fegmpl e 16, Enga ori
T 0Someti mes | sl eep without eating food.

my father died and my mother married another man so | came to live with my
sister. | thought she will look after me well but she is also trying to look after her
ownchildh en and it is hard for her. o6 (Femal e

T oLife is the street is hard. Being hungry

(Male 23, ESP origin)

Being hungry also mkes working street childrento things they would otherwise not do
like steal.

T oWhen we feel hungry we go and steal i n
catches us, they bring to the police. 6 (Mal

T oWhen | have no food, | steal 6 (Male 12,

T ol steal food from the estmone y[ sthoo ptsgy dwh e(hM
ESP origin).

T oI steal to survive [because of hunger]

(Male 10, ESP origin)

T 0l stole food from the gardeSmband the owner

T oIl 6m al ways hun gmygelf.$ steal fromsshop and sometimes m e d

peoplebds garden. 6 (Male age unknown, Madang
T ol get hungry al/|l the time because we ar

some food for the house. | sell ice block and buai for my uncle. When he gives

money | find food f &mbuoriginfamily. o6 (Female
1 0Everyday, [ struggle to find food. Many

unknown, SHP origin)

1T 0Every day I have only one meal, whi ch
(Female age uknown, SHP origin)

f 0Food is problem at times when | dondét have
6save pesd [peopl e | know] to give me mon

(Female 22, ESP origin)
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T 01 dm hungry when | do n Gthe tiheibecdusenh alone..yf . I
I have money | eat and if | dondt | go
T 00One big challenge for me is how | wild/l

16, mixed SHP and Oro)

1 dMany times we are shot of food in the hae so | spend whole in the street
selling smoke andbuai. Wi t h t he money | ear n, I buy
have free time to do other things that

Table 23.How many mealsa day do you eat?

Meals in a day
More
than
Age group One Two Three Three Total

0-5 Count 2 3 1 1 7
% within Age group 28.6% 42.9% 14.3% 14.3% 100.0%
6-12 Count 16 30 14 4 64
% within Age group 25.0% 46.9% 21.9% 6.3% 100.0%
13-18 Count 32 38 22 3 95
% within Age group 33.7% 40.0% 23.2% 3.2% 100.0%
19-25 Count 23 41 11 1 76
% within Age group 30.3% 53.9% 14.5% 1.3% 100.0%
Don't know Count 26 39 15 2 82
% within Age group 31.7% 47.6% 18.3% 2.4% 100.0%
Total Count 99 151 63 11 324
% within Age group 30.6% 46.6% 19.4% 3.4% 100.0%

Below we see hat for the most common vices, homebrew and marijuana, consumption
patterns (and here we keep in mind that these numbers represent only what the children
have confessed to) rise as a percentage of total population in the teenage yedfar
homebrew, they ise dramatically, as a real majority have drunk it or do drink it regularly
once they hit 13 or 14 years old. But for marijuana, we find the increase rising slightly.
Both percentages are unreliable, insofar we our youngest age group is underrepresented
compared to teenagers.
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Table 24.Steamand homebrewconsumption by age category

Steam/Ho mebrew
Age of respondent Yes No Total
0-5 Count 0 1 1
% within Age
of respondent .0% 100.0% 100.0%
6-12 Count 1 4 5
% within Age
of respondent 20.0% 80.0% 100.0%
13-18 Count 30 14 44
% within Age
of respondent 68.2% 31.8% 100.0%
19-25 Count 36 29 65
% within Age
of respondent 55.4% 44.6% 100.0%
Don't know Count 21 11 32
% within Age
of respondent 65.6% 34.4% 100.0%
Total Count 88 59 147
% within Age
of respondent 59.9% 40.1% 100.0%

Table 25. Marijuana consumptiorby age category

Marijuana
| Age of respondent Yes No Total
6-12 Count 2 4 6
O rit o
Y within Age 33.3% 66.7% |  100.0%

of respondent

13-18 Count 20 35 55
% within Age

of respondent

19-25 Count 33 34 67
% within Age

of respondent

Don't know Count 13 23 36
% within Age

of respondent

Total Count 68 96 164
% within Age

of respondent

36.4% 63.6% 100.0%

49.3% 50.7% 100.0%

36.1% 63.9% 100.0%

41.5% 58.5% 100.0%

Housing

Housing is a problenfor many of our participants. Their parents live in very small inges

with many members, many extended families stay in one house. In settlement this
concern is big one. Houses also have very poor living environment. For example, over
crowding, dirt floor, unwashed dishes, no proper window, no separate place for slegpin
for example, bed room and so on.
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In the plantations of Watam and Tokua, physical states of houses in the company
plantations were appalling. At Kudjip, the company provide it labourers with material to
build their houses, normally, a typical highlandsut. Unlike Tokua or Watam plantation
where labourers were living in run down company houses built in the colonial era, the
bush material houses of Kudjip was ordinary highlands hut, warm and pleasant for
shelter. Shelter was not a problem.

Some infamants said that they slept in their family homes and came to the streets

during the day. Those who slept away from home usually did so because of domestic
violence; they might go to a friendds or rela
even weeks.Some young boys told us they stayed with their peers in public places,

keeping watch for an opportunity to hold up anyone walking alone, or to break and enter

private properties. From dusk to dawn, they keep watch over streets for opportunities.

Some said Owe stay with the security guards burni
war m. 0

According to one female informant (Morobe origin, age 16WHo knowsworking street
childrenin Port Moresby]@ hey don6t have house, thraty sl eep
or in the stored

Many of the working street childrensleep at home. For those that do, the sleeping

conditions are not adequately decent. For example, a 9 year old male responding to a
guestion about his comfort dgedd iplace to asleep.d |, and s
donot have any bed sheet s, pill ow. My mattres
outside their homes in the last 30 days, the majority had stayed with relatives. At least

nine (16%) of the maleworking street childrenin Port Maesby who slept outside their

homes in the last 30 days stayed with peers on the street, and 18% (10) had stayed at a
relativebds place. For girls, 47% had stayed at
sexual partners.

The interesting pointmadeby hi s data is that young girls app
with friends on the street. This may be too dangerous for them, and yet because female

working street childrenmore often than maleworking street childrensleep with those

described to be sexal partners or relatives or strangers, it is not clear whether they are

safer for doing so.
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Working street childrersleep inunfit housingin Port Moresby

Housing challenges faced by the participants as some highlighted were:

f 0oDur i ng e wvthecvbldgamol all tha fotuses were destroyed so my father
build a new makeshifthaus and now we are living there. It is not really good but

we have no choiced6 (female 15, ESP origin)
T 0There are many of us in the hotimesedd so it
sl eep at friendfés house. 6 (female 22, ESP
T ol l'ive with my aunty at Top Town. The hou:
the roof | eaks and wedve to sit up or fi

unknown, WHP origin)

T ol | I myemotheir at 11h Street. Our house is not really good. | sleep on the
floor. 6 (Male age unknown, WHP origin)
T ol l'ive at Koki (Tari Settl ement) . Our

Sometimes when relative or friends visit, the space is toonsll. | go and sleep

with friends in the street. 6 (male 10, SHP

T oWe |ive at 5 Mile (Dart Ples Settlement).
good. My mother tries her best to keep
housework. | spend most bmy time in the street to find money to buy food and
clothes. | do street sale to get money. 6
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1

ol l'ive with my parents. The house is too
we have not enough spaced6 (female 22, Gulf
OWe are |living in a tent at 13 Mile, Odava
ot her brothers When it rain our tent home

(male 13, Central origin)

Those living in the street had difference experiences. Some slept irarket, others in
community hall, in front of stores, any where
of security reasons. Sharing their experiences some said:

T oLiving in the street i s hard | ife. Nor mal
just sit up until day break then | come here [golf field by seaside] and sleep in the
dayo (male 23, ENBP origin)
T 0l n the street there are no proper place 1t
we find spot that is not wet and sit up until rain stop. Most of théme we are
mar ket 6 (male 21, mixed ENBP and New Irelan
T oWe |ive in a group. We [girls] are living
away from abusive parents, other came because of marriage problems like
divorce of parents, some neglected by #ir parents. | came here because my
parents died and no one to | ook after me a
[she cries] to look my brother and myself. | wish someone can take us in and look
after. 6 (Female 17, mixed ESP and ENBP)
T 0oWe [ her el fseaxmdl h partner] donot have pr o]
nights | go with clients whilst my partner hangs around. When there no clients we
sl eep in space near Police Barracks. 6 (Fema
T oWe [family] are sl eepi hvipg at Beaview Blawkd v as hous
Takubar. 6 (age 114, mixed ENBP and EHP)
T ol live in the street. I feel hungry and cc
there is rain | have no place to hided. ( ma
Security

The main securityconcerns identified were:

= =4 =4 =9 = =4 =4 =9

Police brutality

Public harassment

Reserved police brutality especially in East New Britain

Fear of town and city councild for example, disturbance street sales and
removing their money

Fear of raped main concern of girls espeially those who sold sex

Domestic and family violence

Street fights

Bigger boys bullying

Police were considered dangerous by many of the participants. The degree of danger was
associated with the level of violence used against thenmwgrking street chitiren]. For
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example, if one was caught stealing or suspected of engaging in any illicit behaviour or
activity, police beat them. The beat can be so severe sometimes it they are admitted at
hospitals. Some of the participants shared their personal experiergvith the police are
mentioned:

T 0l dm afraid if the police catch me they wil
l'iving with friendsdé (male 19, ESP origin)

T 0Police belt me twice when they caught me
origin)

T ol 6frr aai d of police because | dm going aroun
cause any trouble and I dm in the group pol
and belt us. That is what they do all the t

T 0Pol i ce alreatey # makesimd angry but what can | do. They should

understand that we trying our beSmbut o make

and Oro)

T ¢ scared of police because they

al es (mala 16§ SR origin) r e et 0

ee
g
[

~+ O Qo0
nw — S5 =

|

ol
T oPo

hi

T ol get scared of police beoscxwte¢em Onet hey

time one police man did that. | went with a big shot and he saw me. One time |
was by myself he threatened to arrest me and he said if | offered him sex he will
l et me alone. | refuseSimbaongh) ran away. 0

In Rabual and Kokopo, 60Sai ko Policed (or reserved
participants. This security force is responsible to protect business houses in the two

I
S

ce beat me couple times for stealing.
I candt stop because it is my only

di st

me

mi

(Fen

pol i

towns. They are more brutal than police from t

in the eyes @ the participants.

f 0The Sai ko police [private police which

in Kokopo] assault us. They pick anybody they suspect doing bad thing and they
just beat them. They even break bones or bash you until you fall down.ol 6 t

know who gave them such power but they

what | think. We are scared of them because they hold guns. They are more

pro

pro

power f ul than the nor mal pol i ce. I f they d

20, ESP origin)

T 08i ko police wusually pick on street boys a

myself but many of my peers [street boys] have. | think they are abusing the law.
They beat a person he |l ye unconscious.
21, ENBP)

f 0ThééSai ko policed beat wus for nothing.
they take everything from us including our money that we earn from sales. This

happens all the timed6 (male 19, ESP and

The general piblic is also a threat toworking street children After they have snatched a
bag or picked someoneds pocket, the public
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T 0Every time | watch out for publi
into trouble because | pickpocket. Everyday my life iga ri sk a
0

d Om

or polii
I

careful when | pickpocket. I dondt | ike doi
get money from this and buy food.déd (male 14
T 0l was badly beaten for stealing. Actually
me for nothing.o6 (Male age unknown, Engan o
T oHard is Ilike if police task force hold you

us, beat and remove our sales. Public too sometimes swear or say nasty things at

us. | feel scared livingasstreét i d [ mangi ] but no other way

(male age unknown, WHP origin)

Another significant security risk to their lives was frequent fights amongst theorking
street childrenthemselves. They fought for reason like territories invasion, sféng from

a member of another groups or from a member within one group and for unsolved
disputes or differences. Bigger boys were also risk to the smaller ones, especially their
bullying behaviour which the smaller swallowed in submission or respondentialence.

T oWe boys, we fight amongst ourselves. | f
for many reasons. Sometime we fight for offences like swearing, stealing amongst
ourselves, jealousy, things |ike that.

O

1 o We htfamagngst ourselves over things like food, smoke, beer or other
di fference. Say if you dondt share food
swear at you, and then you get angry and throw a punch at me. So | throw a

AL

( ma

ar

punch at you too and that how fightstat 6 ( mal e 20, ESP ori gin)

T ol sometime fight with other street boys
same problems and worries so we should work together and fight against each
other. | really want to do something to help all the boys in the sttenside Rataul
but | don6ét have any supportoé (male 21,

T 0We argue amongst ourselves and fight.
it is here is Rabaul. We are four three groups of street boys. One group hang
around the market area, the otker group hang around the shops and the last
group roam the streets. We stay to our territories. If members from other group

w

E NB

I t

come into our territory [market], they must

sell or do anything that we are doing to make omey. That is the understanding;
however, sometimes they breach this understanding by selling things at the
market and this triggers argument which eventually lead to fight. Many times this

happened. 6 (Male 17, mixed Morobe and New I

T 0We f i gdsttourselmes [street boys]. | think we should live together and
brothers but that is not the case. We have same problems and worries and why
fight each other. I always try to avoid

fig

T ol argue with str eeutoflbandywe.fighS\Wereeguewhen it get

like one boy sit in favourite sport and sell, or when someone give us money to
share and one takes it al | . It doesnd
sharing smoke and O6buai 6. Gghéapwpenednbd
14, ENBP origin)

t
i

0

T 60Someti mes big boys bully wus. They often
(male age unknown, SHP origin)

70

h aj
ma |

b e



1T oBigger boys swear at us. They chase and b
them money. Securitesa& t oo strict to us. They beat u
unknown, SHP origin)

7T 0Bigger [stre
refuse or don
10, Morobe origin)

t ] boys bully wus. They force
t

e
0 give them money because we

Girls who =ll sex face many risk in their lives. Onis the threat posed by s$reet boys.One

girl told usshe feared street boys because these boys sometimes raggrls.

T 0Someti mes street boys pulled us into the ¢
they hit us rape uso6 (female 16, sell worker,

Girls spoke of abusive language used by boistheir settlement This ranges fronplayful
teasing to outright cruelty.

T 0Boys in the settlement say nasty hhings to
me . I dondot feel safe so | try to avoid an
raped so | get home wvery wearly. I l'ive at

(female 19, Central origin)
But younger boys are also bullied by older ones.

T 60Ol der theostyest oftem bully us. They forced us to give them money.
Someti me they beat wus i f we refused (male 1

The publicoften usesunfriendlyterms to refer toworking street childrentoo.
T oPublic s

a
us, 6why d
Central origin)

I ki ndsdédrodbkihd mé sort 06 wssel eTshsed

y a
ondt you go homed. I feel sorry

1T 0People on the street [public] say bad thirt
but | just ignore and carry with myat i vi ti es. [ involve in st
Central origin)

Homescan also berisky for some children. Some children live in fear.

T oMy parents fight & Iné scared.eMy fathenalwaysihgéetc h  ma k e
drunko6 ( fSenbhuarigie) 14,

In contrast, participants in Kudjip spoke of the township as a safe and peaceful placas
0J i alFarke e C oMorkingrstyeét childrerthere were friendly and got along well with
each other.

Conflict with thestreet community is solved almost immediately.Ther collective fear of

the law and authority figures in general keeps a lid on many tensions amonggirking
street children They talk,chewbuai together, shake hands andare reconciled.
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Key findings by study site
Goroka

Most working street childrendropped out of school for lack of fees

Most working street childrenare eager to finish school

Pickpocketing and billum theft are common

The public and security guards both attack youngorking street children

Street violence is a risk, incluohg fights between themselves that destroy profits
and goods

Most children live in sites without electricity or water

Many children are refugees from tribal fights irSimbu, Enga and Southern
Highlands

9 Mobile phones used for sex sales

=A = =A =4 =8 =8 =9

OPolice ibe¢e twhler ttlwey caught me stealingé ( Mal
Kundiawa

9 Children all say they need clothes

1 Most have never been to school for lack of fees

1 Most have experienced physical abuse by parents

1 Simbu working street children are mobile; they chae buses and hawk

merchandise

1 Police and town council confiscate goods and money from the children

9 Older youth who are drunk or high from marijuana attack the younger ones

1 Children flee tribal fights for town

1 No males mentioned selling sex, only girls
ol ice and town counci l chase wus @mbd) destroy o
ol get scared of police because if they might

one police man did that. | went with a big shot and he saw me. One time | was by niysel
and he threatened to arrest me and said if | offered him sex he will let me alone. | refused
and ran away. 0 (Bemal e, age 19, from

Mt Hagen

1 In Mt Hagen, the majority of street boys say they steal
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1 The boys commonly rape girls who sell sex
1 The gits reported having STIs from clients who refused to use condofisying
as much as K300600 to do so
1 No males reported selling sex
T The &écamel sd or mar ket bag carriers fight
sometimes escalating into mob fights
1 Bigger boysbully smaller ones for money
1 Children from Enga, Southern Highlands ar8imbuare often tribal fight refugees
1 Children reported escaping violent home conditions for the street
91 Children are often beaten by police and security guards
0Somet i mes pdlugirdgoghte grass or Bush and rape us. If we resist, they hit us
and rape uso6 (Female, age 16, Enga origin)
ol will never go back to Mendi because my f ami
origin)
Kudjip

1 Most migrants are from Southern Highhds

1 Most migrant children are not in school

9 Children help parents work on the plantation (work is paid by weight not man
hours)

1 Plantation workers cannot afford school fees

9 Children all live with their relatives in the compound, without electricity or tea

0Someti mes | sleep without eating food. At
father died and my mother married another man | came to live with my sister. | thought

she will look after me well but she is also trying to look after her own childrand it is

hard for her.é (female, age 10)

Wewak

Shoplifting for food is common; as is pickocketing and billum theft

Street vending popular: kids sell batteries, small electronic items

Many young girls become parents and sell sex to feed their babies

Adopted children are denied education, used as servants, often escape to streets
Poor water supply in the settlemenfmany children drink unsafe water

Children fear police and the public.

No boys report selling sex

S N

0Sometimes | hit my vei sneemoinfeystbe (Madé endtage
el t t
this baby, i f
fo (Femal e, 1

ol f
have
my s e

e
I 9, ESP origin)

OFor me , | have children without a father.
my school fees to complete my school. o6 (fem
Rabaul

91 Children beg for money

73

0o young to have this baby.
[ di dnodt have this baby,

hy
e

18



T Al chil dr en f ef@rprivdatehsecurity Siranih&t deat® thémi up e 6
regularly

1 Mostworking street childrenare teenagers, male and female
1 No children sleep on street
1 Many have completed grade 6 or more

0The Sai ko Police assaults wus. They pick on al
they just beat the m. They even break bones or bash you
who gave them such power but they protect the
We are scared of them because they hold guns. They are more powerful than the normal
police.Iftey di dndt have guns, wedll fight themo6 ( M
Kokopo

9 Children fight amongst themselves, mainly from theft between groups

9 Children have escaped domestic violence for the street

9 Divorce has sent many kids to the street

1 No NGOs are workg in Kokopo to help young girls who are selling sex to

strangers

1 Drinking water is a problem for street kids
OLiving on the street is hard. Normally we sl
until day break then | come here [buy the seaside]andesk p i n the daydé ( Mal e
ENBP origin)
OWe |l ive in a group. We [girls] are |living in

from abusive parents, others came because of marriage problems like divorce of parents.

I came here because my parentsidd and no one to look after me and my small brother.

I dm selling sex to | ook after my brother and

|l ook after usé (Female, age 17, ESP and ENBP o

Lae
9 Children fear police brutality. Police are supported hifie City Council in these
efforts.
1 The public also abuses children, verbally and physicalGhildren live in public
spaces on the streets, in shop doorways and at the old airport (for girls)
9 Children of single parents work on the street
1 Street boys physiclly and sexually abuse girls who sell sex
1 Boys are selling sex to working women; some to men
91 Children at Law City Mission are happy there
1 Mobile phones used for selling sex
OMy adopted parents mistreat me. T hitcoyt | gi ve al l
don6ét refuse because | have nowhere to god6 (fe
OWe rob people in the night for money and ot he
to get moneyéMoney is all we dr e ednfttestreet For me,
and involve in these activities but I think
unknown, Simbu origin)
0City council and police are our enemiesod6 ( Mal
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ol feel safe and good wVemmenttoestablishcarackntreso | dd | i
like this [Lae City Mission] to accommodate street children and also provide for our
school feesédb (Female, age 19, Enga origin)

Port Moresby

All children mention school fees as a problem

All children lack clothes andood

Many fear police abuse

Most children fear street violence, fighting between groups of kids
Adopted children said they were treated as second class

Young women selling sex include some who have been married young and ran away form
violence

Young boyssell sex to women (boys as young as 13 we observed)
No boys mentioned selling sex to men

Mobile phones used for selling sex

All children said they benefited from no services

0OBoys in the settlement say nasty thehgs to me
dondt feel safe so | try to avoid anything bac
home very early.é6 (Female, age 18, Central ori
ol |l ive at Baruni dump with my parents. [ neve

have any money,. N@ | collect scrap metal and other items fro the dump to sell. People

living in the city come to buy. When it is really hard, | sell sex. There are big girls and

women who always ask us to have sex so0o we ¢cha
house for rentfor two one or two hours and have sex and go away. | normally charge

bet ween K20 and K50.06 (Mal e, age 13, Centr al o]

75



The Stakeholders

Working street childrenpresent issues with whichmany organisations are concerned.
Government and wn-government organisatios are equally concerned bubnly the latter
are taking appropriate measuresto address the issue. In fact, it is the faith based
organisationsthat are taking the lead,such asCity Mission and WeCarBNG.

Private citizens havealso created their own care centres or used their private homes to
care for vulnerablechildren. Although their work is not popularly recognised the role they
playis importantin providing services fochildren in need.

Stakeholders discussed here inclde the Government, the NoiGovernment
Organisations, private caregivers and community leaders.

Government

Working street childrenhave a sketchy understanding of services available to them.
Those we spoke to were quick to point out that school fees @rhousing were there
primary needs. It must be said that faithbased organisations and private citizens in all
research sites could be found extended assistance to these children on a daily basis, but
lunch or a temporary refuge can only be stegap remedes. The most important services
are those notreadilyavailable: education, health, and good care

Our findings may be a function of the study size, and the fact that we recruited from
visibly working children rather than those receiving carblany of hose we spoke to did
not know where to find or with organisation might provideservices that could help
them. Proximity of service providers to their residential area was key faciorthis. For
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example, working street childrenliving in Koki and Two Mil&knew where City Mission
was, while those in Gordons, 6 Mile and Waigani had no knowledgetiog¢ Mission.

Stakeholder interviews mentioned the social services providdry Mercy WorksGoroka

and Mt Hagen at their drogn centers. These are said to be veiyelpful. Interestingly, in

Kundiawa, two sisters, one married andhe other single, have built ashelter that houses

orphans (most paternal and total orphans) in their village. According doe sister,6 We

are helping these children so that they do not & out of place in their own village and try

to runaway and live an aimless life in town. We help them so they can become good
people in the village and become somebody is t

In Port Moresby, lte Foundation for Women and Children at Risis a loal NGO that
works with women and children on the streetsThey have been able to recognize the
need for people on the streets, and in settlements, acting as liaisons between service
providers and women and children at risk. And they are meeting many oftaaeeds.

Thar office is located within the premises of the Hohola Youth Development Centre, in
Hohola, Port MoresbyThey support a care groups ir@ locations in and around Port
Moresby. These are led by arivate citizen and volunteerwho has taken abamloned
women and children into their care. These groups are in Morata, Hohola, 8 Mile,
Badihagwa, East Boroko, Badili, and Waigarit. is projected that the Foundation will
reach a maximum of twenty (20) Groups in 2010.

Each Care Group is completely indepdent, and some run preschools as wellThe
foundation pays school fees for 200 of these childrewho are alsofed and given basic
medical carein the Care Groups, and older girls are given skills training to enable them to
provide care to tke younger chiflren. Each care group consist of 30 to 70 children and
teenagers. Many of them are orphaned, disableghoor and or HIV positiveFoundation
@ngelsdare young teenage girls who have dropped out of the formal education system
are living n settlements, and have elected to become cargivers in their local
communities. The help ranges from caring for the children to walking them to special
education schools.

Government officers working in the following departments and division were interviewed:
Community Deelopment (Managers, senior officials and welfare officers, youth officers)
and Juvenile officers, and Sexual Offence Squad officers of the Police Department.

Virtually all the government officials interviead pointed out that the situation ofworking
street childrenin Papua New Guinea needs to be addressed. They believe these children
are responsible for many crimes in urban areas. They also acknowledged that there are
no government sponsored projects targetingvorking street children or intervention
programs for this population nation wide.

One officialdescri bed the gover nvokingtsireet cpldrenasur e t owa
hypocritica,o | t says one thing and does the other. V
actions are very poor. We are cheatingourped e. 6 ( Mal e of ficer, Hagen)

According toanother official, the government,thas been passive in addressing the issue
of working street children It is good in making policy and planning but when it comes to
i mpl ementati on not hiPogMiresbhyfloned (Male officer,

Emphasising this point, a very senior Police officeaid, 0 Research after resea
nothing is done. Why research? Come down to t
are everywhere in the streets. Just take actiodt h ey n e @éemalb efflcgr, Boroko

station, Port Moresby).
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Much the same sentiments were shared by officers in all the eight study sites (six
provinces) except for Wewak where the office of Community Developmentctually
denied the presence ofworking street chitiren in the province. Whether from pride or
ignorance, such denial of the obviousofe hundred percent ofworking street childrenwe
met in Wewakwere from East Sepik simply creates a greater impediment for these
children and delays effective intervention

1 Departmentfor Community Development

The Department of Community Development offices in all the provincial head quarters
are underresourced in allrespects including finance, human resourcesand technical
expertise They have nodata bases, progranming andor monitoring and evaluation
systems. Lacking these has crippled thie operations.

There was no real sense of obligation in the
head quarterswe visited Mt Hagen has fragmented its operation sincedfa Hauswas
destroyed by fire. LaeKundiawa, Goroka and Wewakffices all appeareduncoordinated.

Ironically, despite their denial of the presence afiorking street children the East Sepik
Department is creating its database. A recent graduate of Dngé Word University

responsible for the databaseconstructiontoldus,06 They had not hing in plac

this database. | dmoworking on it right now

The East New Brain Province is more proactive. TheProvincial Administrator was keen
to addressthe issue ofworking street childrenat a provincial level. We were impressed
with how effective the public service operated in the province. The Department of
Community Development, for example, was well organised and moreocdinated than

all the others we visited. They have clear line of duties and responsibilities set out for all
the officers 8 and everyone was workingThis province could pilot interventios for the
country.

M1 Child Welfare

Lacking resources des not affect those who are committed © their work like the
Welfare Officers. Wdound Wefare Officers to be active and concernedThey attend to
their clients on schedulelt should be noted thatthese officers were all female.

Onewelfare officer defining her role said,

My job isto administer the Lukautim Pikini Act here (Lae). | deal with child abuse cases
and adoption of children and child maintenance. Many children are neglected by their
parents seek assistance at this office. The
and 16 years. Many of them seek school fee assistance but we are not able to assist
tem because we dond6ét have money. But all we
Many times it is hard and we never help the

The same offcer also pointed that many of the marriages failed because husbands are
unfaithful to their wives. Regarding children seeking school fees at her office, he
particularly mentioned that the cost of living the city is affecting low income earners. As
she says,

-
C

C
C

Most parents earn very | ow income so they cal
water, power , and cl ot hes. | f they canot me ¢

school is hard for them to afford
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TomaVunadirdir LLG: Welfare Office

TomaVunadirdir LLG Child Abuse Committee was set up in 1995. In 1998, volunteer
service was initiated. Its aim is to keep track of cases and provide counselling to victims.
The office is located Toma&/unadidir Local Level Government administration building
outside of Kokopo.

The types of child abuse recordd by the organisation from 2000 to 2008 were physical,

neglect, emotional, sexual, and spiritualAlthoughthe records are not desegregated by
gender, the of fi chiédrabuserhangsrirveverbalande fos allitydes of O
abuses but for sexual abuse, more females than males experienig.o

A data base has been created for child abuse cases. Dewibf every reported caseare
recorded on the same dayhey come in.Explairing the system, the Coordiator of Child
Abuse and Welfare Casesaid:

An information paper system records every necessarily detail of every social welfare
case brought forward to this officeSince its introduction, law and order awareness
was done to all the 33 wards in this LLGThis LLG consist of the biggest number of
wards in the province. The result of our work saavbig decline inchild abuse cases in
the past 5 years.

Graph 14. Reported Child Abuses Cases in Toméunadirdir LLG, East New Britain
Province from 20002008.
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In 2000 the ©o6information papers systemb
following two years (2001 and 2002) had an increase in the number of reportage for
physical, neglect, emotional and sexual abuses whilst spiritual and abortion remainée t
same. This increase in reporting of abuse cases was result of the awareness carried out

by the volunteers of 6Chil d Ab uwueadirGoln®i tt eed

As the community became more aware of the rights of children more cases were
reported. By 2007, the numbers of cases were fewer for all the abuses, except sexual. In
2008, all the cases recorded the lowest reported cases except for neglect which
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increased by two. The decrease in numbers demonstrates that the community has
changed postively, although, most of the cases child abuse are never reported anywhere
in PNG.

9 Provincial Youth Coordinators

Provincial Youths Coordinators (PYC)work in the areas of recreation and sports for their
provinces according toone PYC irSimbu. Exdaining the significance of his work, hetold
us engagingin sports can positively affect youth.

|l 6ve organised weekend youth sports in the s
girls play volley. Youths from other settlements have joined us. | basmall prices that

| give to all the teams after game. | used my own money to pay for the prizes. These

children are enjoying the sport and making friends with other youths from other

settlements. This is good sign because when they know each other thendive in

peaceé MG great sports heroes like Stanley Gene, Makali Aizue, Stanleynds are

examples of men whawvere once on the streets and now are superstargMale officer).

Despite this, virtually none of thevorking street childrenwe spoke to mentbned sport as
a pastime or desire.

1 The Policed Sexual Offence Squad (SOS)

Women everywhere in PNG experience sexual violence at home. Marital rapes are
common. Incest casesinvolving fathers abusing their daughters are frequent. These
incidents occur h silenceand in the place where children place most of their truskn our
study, we found9% or 11 (of 105) of the girls experienced sexual abuse at homes. The
perpetrators wereeither their own fathersor very close relatives.

Many of these incidems are never reported to the police and even if they were
reported the help the women and girl receivedvas nothing (Female officer, Port
Moresby).

In all the towns except for Kudjip, SOS officers deal with domestic violence issues almost
every day. And fosome of the offices we visited there were que of women waiting see
the officers.

Although police reports on these cases were not provided to us on ethical grounds, an
officer elaborating on the subject said:

Many women come to our office for marriagerpblems. It is a every day thing. Some

come because their husband bashed them and some because the girl friend or new

wife fights with them. All the women come here because of their safety. We try to

comfort them, give them advice and register their casesd send them home with the

warning to their husbands. We know it is not safe to send them back but that is the

best we <can do. Some women are in prison no
husband or new wife. (Female Officer, Kundiawa)

According to same fiicer,
The husbands always instigate the problem by going around with another woman. Poor
women react to the situation by killing her husband or his girl friend. When the women

stand before court, the judge dmeéebecdutt | ook it
only sees the crime she has committed and sentenced her.
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For young girls, only few report their cases to the Police. According to a Juvenile Officer
many of the cases concerning sexual abuses of girls are reported by their mothers or by
the victims themselves. In many cases where victims report their own cases they share
with the police how their mothers try to stop them. Mother did this for different reasons.
As provided by the Juvenile Officer the main reasons why mothers did this were:

1 To protect their husbands from public shame and humiliation

1 They fear that their husbands might divorce them

1 They fear that husbands might beat them

T They ignore their daughterds concern becaus

The same officer shared &tory ofa girl who came to him for help:

One example | can remember was one girl. She was about 16. She came to my office
with bruises on her face. | asked her what happened and she said she had fight with
her mother. She told me her mother was stoppiniger from reporting her father who

was sexually abusing her to the police. The father was a public servant. She said it
started when she was 14. One night her father got drunk and came home. That time
her mother went to the village and she was with her yoger siblings and father. She

opened the door to her father went back to sleep. After a while, he had a person

wal king towards her. She was still awake and
what he was going to do. Her younger siblings were all pastesep. Her father stood
beside her bed and then sat down. She told m

what her father wanted. He sat for a while and touched her hands. She woke

pretending she had not noticed him. Her father extended his touch to theeast she

moved back, askegouddiadg¥y06 wHeat f atrleer tol d her
because she was too scared she let her father continue. He touched for while and

removed her clothes and had sex with her. After that the father forced her daughter

have sex with him when they were alone together. She ran away couple times to stay

with her friends but the mother would always go and get her. She told the mother the
reason why she ran away to stay with her fr
mother told the father but he denied and blamed her for being sick in the brain. The

mother forced her not to tell anyone her lies. From then on, the father kept his

distance. About a year later, the mother went to the village again. The father once

again drank beer and came home. He tried to sleep with his daughter but she refused.

He forced her and raped her. He forcefully had sex with his daughter twice that night.

After that he threatened heihis daughter]not to tell anyone. The next morning the girl

went to the hospital to get medicine. He told the doctor she was raped by a boy. She

got treatment and the medical report and wen
the mother came back she told her that her father raped her. Again she told her

husband. Herfather beat her all over and she ran away. She came to my office and

reported her case. She also gave me the medical report. The father was arrested and

charged for raped and incest. The mother was arrested too for not helping her

daughter but because of lte other children she was freed. The father is now in prison.

(Male Officer, Kundiawa).

In this story, the girl was bravenough toreport the matter. For many girlshowever, the
prospect of taking a domestic issue to the police is frightening in and itdelf. They stay
silent and continue tosuffer abuse by their own family members

To apprehend and convict every crime in the community by the police is not possible.
However, to have an effective Police would address many of these cases. According a
senior police officer, all their request for funding to scale up the operations of the Police
always fell on deaf ears. He expressed that the PNG Police Constabulamery capable

of doing their jobs but they lackd the resources.
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We police are trainedpeopl e to keep the community safe
resources. When | say resources, | mearehicles and fuel. For us to do the job we

need vehicle so we can move very quickly to where our service is needdiale

officer, Lae)

Hence, due to limitedresources within the Police Sexual Offence Squad unit, women and
girls are not given adequate suppomvhen they most need it

1 Family Support Centre, Port Moresby General Hospital

The FSC has been operating since 1999 with salaries paid by the hospital.
UNICEF has been providing assistance to the Family Sexual Violence Action Committee,
an NGO, which trains community groups countrywide, in addition to the five provincial
and two district hospitalcenters, in counseling

"The government has committed testablishing Family SupporCentersin all provincial
hospitals and UNICEF is committed to supporting thealization of these and mini
centersin six districts," said Bruce Grant, child protection chief of UNICEF.

According to TessieSoy, who runs the Brt Moresby centre, in the first six months of
2008, it treated 119 cases of abuse. While they are usually referred by the hospital's
emergency department, some are waliks. "They include domestic abuse, child abuse,
even suicide attempts,” she told IRIN'Forty percent are overdoses, mostlifanadol but
also bleach." A quarter of the cases are child abuse, many of them rapes, she said.

The centre, which has five employees, including social workers, offers trauma and crisis
management and child abuse couseling. Patients can only stay for a night and are then
referred to House Ruth, which is run by the City Mission, a local NGO, or to ICRAF. Even
then the maximum stay is two weeks. If no rooms are available, they attempt to find
relatives to take them in.

(See Appendix for more)

1 Family Court

PNG has 103 magistrates nationwide, and according to Noreen Kanasa, senior principal
magistrate in the Family Court in Port Moresby, a process is under way to make the court
system more responsive to abuse cases. Rd¥loresby has the only Family Court, well
trained clerks and ability to process large caseloads.

"We recently did a consultation in four regions of the country,"” Kanasa told IRIN. They
found the welfare departments overloaded and if abuse victims were tiolately
successful in obtaining a restraining order, they often did not know where to go.

"We found that some court clerks were not so sensitive to their plight and that often the

victim didn't have anyone to deliver the summons," said Kanasa. While thaice should

normally do it, they often did not have the cars or even the petrol and so would ask for

money for fuel. "Most of these people are poor," said Kanasa. "If they don't have the

money to pay the police they go on their own and issue the restiaig order to their
husbands é this unfortunately wusually triggers
UNICEF and other stakeholders are now working with the justice system to help

streamline the process and improve its effectiveness.
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(Reprinted from Paua new Guinea: Addressing the epidemic of domestic violence,
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/9c35430fa8d2bd84332ef11027cc72
67.htm, accessed 5.4.10)

9 Juvenile Court

In 2003 the 1991 Juvenile Courts Act was fully gazetted. The fidstvenile Court in PNG
opened in Port Moresbyn 2003. This was followed by Juvenile Courts opening in Lae and
Kundiawa in 2004, then in Mt. Hagen and Kokopo in 2008n 2003, the PNG Juvenile
Justice Training of &iners Manual was releasedand in2004 the Juvenile Court Protocol
for Magistrates was released by the Chief Magistrate.

In 2005 the Police Juvenile Justice Policy and Protocols was signed by Police
Commissioner, and the first Juvenile Reeption Centre launched in Port Moresby.

1 Juvenile Justice Boys Town and Community Based Correction

The approach of juvenile justice system in PNG is community based correction which
operates under the framework ofhe following Acts of Parliament:

1 Probation Act 1979 (Amended in 1990),

1 Parole Act 1991,

1 Criminal Law Compensation Act 1991, and
9 Juveniles Court Act 1991

The aim of this justice system is to rehabilitate the child convicted of criminal offence by
instilling positive values so he or she can reintegrate back into their community smoothly.
To achieve this two pronged strategy is use. One is for the children ages 10 to 18 and the
other are for children below the age of ten.

The first strategy is take awayltdldren (age between 10 and 18) from their community
and placed them in an institution where they are rehabilitated.

The second is where children under ten years are referred to Juvenile and Child Welfare
and their rehabilitation occurs at the communityevel where they still remain with their
communities and undergo their rehabilitation. They are assisted by trained volunteers.

Both approaches are Community Based Correctiénthat is, the setting for rehabilitation
is noncustodial 8 free of prison enwwonment.

Boysd Town institutions in the country housed
below 18 at the time the court convict them. We visited Erap Boys Town in Lae. Currently

there are 17 boys the institution age range from 12 to 23. The thremsmmon crimes that

they were convicted for are: rape, murder and drug possession or consumption.

At this institution they are expected to they undergo rehabilitation programs. These
programs should impart positive values and skills and prepare them fdnefr return
home. So the child that came in as criminal goes back home as decent productive
individual ready to contribute meaningfully to his community.

The transformations which occur to the convicts are summed by the Deputy
Superintendent:
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When they(boys) come here, they come with prisoner mentality. We try to give them a
second opinion of themselves. We do this by advising them to think of themselves as
free people and must be responsible for their actions. We give them the love they
need; we socidise with them; and talk in a friendly way. When they stay for a while they
realise this and they behave well. The overall progress is not 100% but it is good

The Erap Boys Town lack trade training facilities so all trade training courses are not
offered. Speaking of the challenges faced by the institution, the Superintendent of the

school revealed,

The institution only receives K4000.00 to operate which is not enough. This fund
comes from [the Division off] Community Based Correctioijsf the Department of

Justice and Attorney Generhl All the money goes to food, electricity and water. There
is nothing left to buy equipments for agriculture, trade training and even music. For the
children who have left school, we continue to teach them up to Gr8. Whenmey

complete Gr8, they should take trade training but because of no funds, they stay
without learning any skills until their time is up and they go home. | feel sorry for the

children because they expert something

Below isthe story of a boy who is servinga 10 year sentence at Erap. He is 23 years old tha
stayed at Erap for 5 years. At the time of his conviction, he was 18.

ddm from Manus. In 2004 | was charged fo
family repated me to the police and | was arrested. | stayed in CIS custody that year. After {l
court decision, | was moved here.

My stay is all right. | l earned how to \
learnt. Because there are not trade traii n g , Il 6ve not | earned an
interested in mechanic.

oSometimes boys argue amongst themselves. The Brothers come and solve the problem.

dSometimes, when we are sort of food | feel li ke runni nge itisv
against the law. I f | run away and the pol

he

— =S

ay.

ce

d have changed because the Brother here give us advice and teach us how to live well in|the

community. | believe that when | go back home, the commuyitvill accept me. Before | came, |

already said sorry to the girl and the family and they accepted it. They were happy | was in|the

hands of the law.

df there is one thing | ask the government to do, | will sdystart trade programs here [Erap
Boys Towihso that the boys be trained into different trade of their choices.

In Kokopo, we were not able to get in touch with any child convit but a senior
Community Corrections and Rehabilitation Officer gave us insight into the program a
the challengestheyface. As heexplained:

Since Community Based Correction is responsible for the provision of Services
offenders who the courts have decided should service a sentence in a Rurstodial
setting, partnership play a very important part. An example wwbén-custodial setting is

nd

to

the method of diversion whereby the case is settled outside of normal law procedures.
The partnership with the community, Provincial Administration, local level government

and in particular, the assistance of trained volunteers sgentially helps in addressing
community problems.
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Our work is to assist Juveniles who are taken in for question by the police. Children in
the street misunderstand the nature of our work dudo lack of education on the
functions of Community Based Corrd¢ions. They therefore wrongly perceive that such
a legal organisation hates them, and it is out there to punish them, it is not a friend,
and it is never to be trusted.

In an effort to minimise juvenile related cases, a working committee was formed inGf)

It is know as The Provincial Juvenile Working Committee. It is chaired by the Senior
Principal Magistrate. It members consists of the Provincial Police Commander, The
Juvenile Court Magistrates, and a female volunteer from Tasmania, Australia.

The Awtralian volunteer gives training to local volunteers. This training aimed to equip
the local volunteers with knowledge and skills which they can then educate their
respective communities on issue of law and order, with more focus on Juvenile.

Since2006, t he operation has achieved positive res
cases, for example, from average of-6 cases down to 23 cases per month.

According to this officer, the Community Based Correction in Kokopo needs a transit
home to house Juenile cases and provide help they need. It is also be used as resource
centre for the children. Proposal of the building was already submitted to the National
Planning Committee (NPC). And with generous help from East New Britain Provincial
Government, dand was secured for this purpose.

Table 26. Diversion/Mediation conducted with Juvenilesin Kokopo for the month of
January to June 2009

DEI) Age Sex Type of Offence District
23rd Jan 17 M Possession of Home Brew Kokopo
23rd Jan 16 M Possession of inlecent pictures Kokopo
24t Jan 16 F U/L Assault Kokopo
24t Jan 15 F U/L Assault Kokopo
24t Jan 16 F Stealing Kokopo
26t Jan 17 M Stealing Kokopo
26t Jan 17 M Stealing Kokopo
02rdFeb | 16 M Sexual touching Kokopo
12t May | 12 M Sexual touching Gazlle
06t June | 15 M U/L on Premises Gazelle
12t June | 15 M Stealing cocoa Gazelle
12t June | 17 M Drinking alcohol in moving vehiclel Kokopo
15t June | 17 M Stealing Aibika Kokopo
19t June | 14 M Sexual touching Pomio

24t June | 17 M Stealing Kokopo
26t June | 15 M Stealing money Kokopo

This table confirms that the average of reported juvenile cases per months is 2@
about 3 cases.
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NonGovernmenal Organisatiors

NonGovernment organisations are working exhaustively to address social probleamsi
issues in the country. Their scope of work is diverse. The Agovernment organisations
that work closely with children and women such Haus Ruth, WeCare, Save the Children,
Grace Counselling, Mercy Works, City Mission to name few, all admitted that¢hwas no
specific program targeting foworking street children

We found that the NGOs which are Faith Based such as WeCare PNG (Port Moresby), City
Mission (Lae and Moresby) and Mercy Works (Goroka and Mt Hagen), Church of Christ
Safe House that workin partnership with Family Voice (Goroka) and Heduru AIDS Care
(Lae) work more with children than circular organisation like Save the Children.

1 Friends Frangipand Port Moresby

Friends Frangipani is an advocate organisation for sex workers. The scgpim start the
organisation began in 2004. Sex workers were identified and registered in 6 towns in
PNG. When numbers of registered sex workers were established, the organisation was
formed. The organisation has one representative in each town. They arertpaf
executives of the organisation who meet and they talk about programs concerning sex
workers as well as other programs.

Its office in Port Moresby was established in December 2008. As one officer explained:

This organisation is purely for sex woeks. We got numbers in 7 different provinces.
They get themselves registered [with us]. They are 6 locations [in PNG including], Lae,
Madang, Hagen, Moresby, Kainantu and Goroka. We are planning to set up offices in
all these places (Female)

The purpose 6 the organisation to help sex workers by educating them of the risk
involved in their line of work. The education covers topics like HIV and AIDS and other
STIs, sex negotiation skills, proper ways of wearing condom during sex amongst others.
Peer educaton is the approach used to achieve this.

The officer described age group of girls involved in sex work or selling sex occasionally as:

0The ages ranging from 14 to 15 J[easily find
(female officer).

The officerpont ed t hat most of the young girls sellin
other sexually transmitted infection (STI). Thus peer education helps them to know about
protected sex and other measures to avoid infection. Speaking of this she said:

Mostofthe ti me they dondét know the risks of HI V/
so do peer education now we believe in getting peers together and serving their ideas

on how to protect themselves. It will draw all kinds of experiences in life so with the
otherpeopl e they dondt feel free to express th
their thing. If we are doing condom demonstration we show them the different ways of

using condoms and then we just put a leave the floor open for discussions if they have

some experiences of their own to share with the peers on how to use the condom in

this kind of training; Different ways of protecting or using the condoms.

Another officer of the Friends Frangipatd Port Moresby shard herviews onthe reasons
that drive grls into sex work.:
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These are é there are |l ots of reasons €& for
reasons but some [girls] are rejected by their family and communities. Some are
abused by their family members. Some maybe their parents are dead.

There are girls that who have parents because of what they involve in how they have
been kicked out or chased away and there are girls who have parents died with AIDS or
so they suffer so this is what they do. (Female Officer)

In another example, she explmed:

One of the girls 14/15 years old she came alone to the office and wanted to know

more about [our work] and we informed her mor
interest. And what we asked why do you get involved with sex workers? So she said,

she had lots of problems. One is like my parents cannot afford my school fee and

sexual abuse by my family members pushed me a
support from the families. So this is easy life that like go out with men, boys and have

sex andthey give me money for my needs to buy my new clothes, make up or food

(Female Officer).

Women and girls who sell sex feel comfortable working with the organisation because
they identify more to it than other organisations. This organisation advocategiressing
the negative image the public hold towards them by giving them counselling on how to
live a positive view of their own life. Elaborating on this, an officer pointed:

Most of the people say that they are well and they say we are Christians. Enkmds

of people are sinners, yahé But these peopl e
reasonsé. We try to help them to empower the
there is nobody to stand up for them, fight for their rights and [when] they are imet

hands of the police. So it is our interest to fight for their right@Male officer).

Other organisations doing the similar line of work are the Friends Foundation, Moral
Support, Hope World Wide and World Vision.

Friends Foundatiremeuseé obdiseixe wod kteo s 0. Accor
Friends Frangipan she said, 0éThey dondt claim themse
name they use is 6Sistersd. They deal with peo

Use of ©6si st edafionshigih keeping wsithttie aatuesl of/the organisation.
However, their scope of work is broader and includes people living with HIV and AIDS and
orphansof HIV and orphans in general.

Friends Frangipani only pursues the rights of women and girksllgig sex. Their focus is to
reduce the risk contracting HIV, STIs, and sexual and physically violence amongst sex
workers.

The officers appealed to the Government to change the laws on prostitution in the
country to accommodate sex work so that sex wkars are protected by the law.

Like change this laws of prostitution of the country that make tough for the sex
workers on the street. They try to earn the living because of this stunt situation and
because of the situation that they are in and they areesperate they are human
beings suppose to survive in some way so the only way now to do it is through sex work
to survive and then the streets trying to do the police come and bash them up take
them to the jai lock them up because they are trying to eamliving. (Female officer)
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We think the laws of sex work should be decriminalised should be like a if they cannot
abolish it for good maybe make it lenient for sex workers to practice whatever they do
safely. | think that one think we would like the gevnment to look at. (Male officer)

1 Family Voice, Goroka

Family Voice used to work with children in the
women. They retain a Girls Advocacy Team in their training, legal assistance and

awareness programs. As the pst effective, longest standing service provider to women

and children in the Highlands, FV is without peers

Faith Based NGOs

The works of faith based organizations are fully supported by their congregations and
churches. Churches and congregation prime support in finance, human resources, even
office spaces and equipment and other resources to their organization. The Heduru AIDS
care in Lae or Lutheran Evangelical Church Hagen Women Program in Hagen are classic
examples. Some however operate on dondunds, for example, World Vision and City
Mission.

Their work in addressing social issues in the country is outstanding. They achieve more
than the money they use. wdrkvdtlythea heartsandnoni t t ed a |
according to budget® w a sonelmalezcommunity leader in Mt Hagen put it.

Similarly, one church leader from Kirakira [which is how residents prefer to spell and
pronounce] elaborated that the church was the engine room of the community. He
understood the church as the only entityhiat held the community together, protecting
and preventing it from social disorder and chaos. As he puts:

olt is the church that is really holding the ¢
from experience. Without the church, this community wilbe in pieces. So if the

gover nment can provide funding through the c
improve sporting facilities so their mind changes to playing sport and they forget about all

these other activities [implying bad habits]. If there argaining activities for youths, they

want to see if end the end of the training there is something for them to take up

(incentives). But if we are going to training them and there is opportunity for them to use

their skills then they will say itisawast of ti me. 0

Faith based NGOs or organization deal with the communities everyday therefore they

have better understanding of their communitie:
wider influence. They understand the problem at depth that other NGOs or the

Government know nothing of. Most importantly, they have the trust of their communities.

All in all are in positioned well to addressed communities needs than other the circular

NGOs.

The work of Lutheran Evangelical Church Women Program is incrediblangple. The
coordinator of this program has traveled the entire province of Western Highlands as far
as the borders of neighboring provinces including, Southern HighlandSimbu, and
Madang. The main mode of transport was PMV and foot.

Working street chiflren in Lae, Port Moresby, Hagen and Goroka related more to their
church than other organizations. In Port Moreshworking street childrenmentioned that

a certain Priest was feeding and giving items like clothes or school materials to them
every Saturdayln Lae,working street childrenidentified one Priest who fed them every
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Friday. In Goroka, Church of Christ housed children who were neglected and abused and
took care of them. And in Hagen, Mercy Works of the Catholic Church bringvarking
street children to their office and gave counseling, life skill trainings, and material gifts
like clothes.

The overarching reality is that faith organization can reach street more easily than
circular organization. The work of each organization is discussed heftea

1 Port Moresby City Mission

The research found that at least one agency (City Mission) has been workingaamking
street children needs for many years. But it is only recently that there are increased
efforts to coordinate all stakeholders workingataddress children needs.

Many of theworking street childrenwho participated in the qualitative interviews made
reference of Port Moresby City Mission as place where older boys got help (young men
must be 14 to avail their services). They lived arourggttlement near City Mission, such

as 2 mile and Koki, and envied those who could be served by City Mission.

Port Moresby City Mission operated on the

to a Pastor of City Mission, feeding was important mgponent of their program. The food
served at the city mission is balanced. They get vegetables from their own farm as well
and processed food items are supplied by business houses in the city which they have
arrangement. The food are donated by these busiss are for free.

According this pastor good nutrition helps a person to think clearly. As puts it:

When a person is fed and is full, they are settled. They think clearly and distinguish
between what is right and what is wrong. They are able to conttiokir emotions. But

when a person is hungry, all he [or she] thinks of is how he [or she] will get food and
eat. When it is hard to find food, the only optioned is to steal. To steal, they can pick on

anyone anywhere. They do néedetitiscTae neain wilh  tot hey

get what they want. At that point of time when they are so desperate they can do
anything to survived even Kkill to sted.

The approach at City Missiod® Port Moresby is to feed first and when the children are
settlement they are introduced into their programs. They work with male children only
ages ranging from 14 to 25. Anyone below this age is not part of the program.

The program has the following component: Agriculture, Workshop (trade training), Kitchen
(cooking) and Llteracy. The first three months (after recruitment) are spent on the farm.
This is basically a test to see who really willing to undergo the training. The weaker ones
drop out. After they go to the Kitchen and stay for another month. Then the supervisors
assist the boys to choose trade of their interest. They undergo training in the trade they
choose. When are competent, City Mission find job training for them with companies in
the City. Those who do well are sometimes employed permanently.

For those who dopped out of school are encouraged to do literacy programdsand are
also helped to continue their education through distance learning.

One supervisor spoke of the program as a golden opportunity for boys who have given up
hope for a fresh start. Speakig of himself as an example, he said:

I came here without any plans. | just came because | wanted to change my life. As it

pri

pi

turned, I did well and now I dm a supervisor
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well and have good jobs in the city. This prograis very helpful to those who really
want change but if they take it for fun than they give and go back to the streets

The Port Moresby City Mission has been in operation for over decade and has achieved
much. It has helped many youths find employment the city through its program. City

Mi ssi on

continues

t o |

ive up to

each commi t men

Unfortunately, most of the youngeworking street childrenfrom 5 mile Dump site, 6 Mile
settlement and Gordons did not know whe City Mission was or know if it did really

existed.

1 Lae City Mission

Lae City Mission is an excellent facility that looks after disadvantaged children. It started
in 2005. It has a hostel in the heart of Lae city and a farm at 14 Mile out side of L&ty.
The farming facil

ity operates si

mil ar to that

The program recruits teenage boys. They come from all over PNG and have lived in Lae.
All the boys recruit have special conditions (can be one or more) that quatifgm for the
program and they are:

1 Working street children

)l
)l
1
1

Orphans (single and double)
Marriage problems (Divorce, Separated)
Neglect by care givers including their parents (no food, no shelter)
Criminal background

Those with criminal background who dége for a change in their life join the City Mission
to undergo rehabilitation program.

Generally the training runs for 18 months. The training program package includes

literacy, vocational, agriculture, baking skills and spiritual development.

Diagram1 The training process

STEP ONE:
Recruitment

STEP FIVE:

training with

Stream into their area
of choice of interest
of training; on the job

companies in Lae

STEP SIX:
Exit program with certain of
completion. Many leave
transformed. Some alredy

find work then

STEP TWO:
One Week Orientation

STEP FOUR:

3 Months Counselling

and Introduction to

every area of training

STEP THREE:

One Month Cutting
Glass and Cleaning
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City Mission also provides accommodation (at its hostel in the city) to those who find
employment temporarily until they secure their own accommodation.

The Hostel in the City caters for young children. Thedgildren are provided shelter, food,
education and medical fees, clothing and other basic needs. Three of these children were
once living in the streets of Lae when they were identified and brought into the centre.

Children interviewed expressed greatsisfaction of the quality of life they had at the City
Mission. This new life had given them sense security and hope for a better future. Many
of them reflected of their past personal life when they compared it with the new life they
had now. Sharing heexperience a young girl (Age unknown) said:

My parent di ed of Al DS and | was | iving wit!|
(blood). He tried his best to look after me but his wife was not good to me. She is from

another province. She gave me all theak in the house to do. | would wash all the

pl ates; sweep the floor, even c¢clean around th
me to do something else and | refused she said bad thing to me like you bastard, you

child of people who died bad sicksjk nogut 6 implying AIDS]. She said these things

when my uncle was at work. | never reported my uncle because | was scared his wife. |

was fedup so | ran away one morning. | spent the whole day in the street of Lae city. |

was just walking around. It was getig late and the town was getting empty. | sat down

in front of a shop. I was really scared and
tired al most fell as sleep a two big boys ask
and saw t hewhHatdossay, butlteard began falling down. They knew | was in

some kind of a trouble. They explained to me that they were brothers and living in the

streets. They said they will take me to a place where small girls like me stay. They were

very friendly ® | believed them so | got and followed them. | was getting scared on the

way but | just kept walking. Then we came to the City Mission gate. The boys explained

to the security about my case. The security told us to wait and went away. After some

time, the security came back with a woman. The boys explained to her how they found

me. She thanked the boys and invited me in. The two boys left and followed to her

office. She gave me some juice some hiscuits. | eat and when | finished she asked to

tell my story.l told her my story and she listened. When | finished she took me to a

room with beds. She gave me a towel and teet!
she gave some clothes to change and went to the place for eating and ate some

foodé. So IsineetlfmelappyHetee r e

1 WeCare PNG

WeCare PNG is playing a vital role in addressitng needs of disadvantaged children and
women in Port MoresbyThe organisation sprang up from a situation that required help;
help that included charity, emotional haling, and an environment for freedom from
abuse. One nformation told us:

What happen was a few years ago this young women came to me perhaps she was a
prostitute and shattered up the streets ¢é |

where shewasfroomand she told me é of course [as | 0ve
that when she was a little child, three four years old, | was in her area. And | knew

every stick and stone [implying everyone] in
Herelwastalk ng wi th her éwith some of her friends
Mor esbyé | [ was] planning about something for

All right no education pathway hereor two, there is matter of fact this young woman
who came to be did exemely well at school and got very high grades in grade 10. The
problem was that she had been abused for years by her father, her adopted father
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actually [who was] her mothero6s brother. Anc
in emotional mass and she thpped out in school and she handed up on the street.

And so while working with this [young] woman [I] began telling people what | was doing.

And at the time | was working in two parishes here in Port Moresbyhis one Hohola

and also in Morata. And Morat as you know is one of the bigger settlements in the

country. People in these two parishes came to me and said they would like to help in

the work.

The young woman | am trying to tell you about is 17 but her adopted father has

completely rejected her. Hés bit brutal to her he is a violent drinking man and recently

he just kicked her out of the house. Now she has an uncle and who has found out her

and he has been paying her school fees but he got married last year and stopped

paying her school feesandwn 6t bot her any more. Soé she mis
has no place to live. For the last three of four nights has been sleeping on the streets
because none of her family and her adopted f
None of them wanted her. Eerybody completely rejected her. She has been taking
suicide but she is a tough young | ady and [ 1]
hard to help. She is very difficult [to] help. | am unable to persuade her to put on

school uniform and come teschool. And she does know where her natural mother and

father are, her real blood mother and father. We are trying to persuade her to bring

one of them to school for an interview so that we can sit down and try and work

something out. So this is normal ath there are not hundreds but thousands of young

people like this on the streets and more and more growing up over time.

The idea that €é the vulnerable children wande
fed and [it] is the responsibility of the rest theommunity and outside the community;

has someone that who get to cheers together [vulnerable children and community]

from time to time. Perhaps everyday, perhaps just a couple of days or weekly and try to

give them a good care, feed them maybe, dress thaiores, try to find medical help for

them and older ones tries to get them into school.

Now our job our little NGO our job is to do fundraising and use the money to support
the women in the work that they are doing in these settlements. So they are not
working for us and so the care centre is working for the community and must receive
support from the community and ownership of t

According to a priest who has fair knowledge of WeCare, there are eight caregivers
working with the organisation. It is working with a population of about 500 children
supporting them with school fees, clothes and sometimes food. WeCare receives
financial assistance from Digicel annually. It also works in collaboration with World Vision
complimenting each other effort toward helping their target population. For example,
World Vision supply bed nets to the care givers who then distribute to the children.

Some of these care givers are based in home setting, for example, one in Hohola, one in
Morata and while others based in the community, like Tebari Day Care, 7 Mile. Each
group is different in the way it operate, the challenges faced and resources available for
use in their own locality. Explaining and giving an example, the priest said:

Each goup is different and they all depend on care on whatever help or support they
get from the community. And so each group is entirely different and you know we have
this group out in Moratau which is rather good. The lady, the carer has her own
ground andis reasonably extending so going to move our learning centre. And she got
all these sewing machines and she teaches older girls sewing and cooking and stuff
l'i ke that. Sheds got a |ittle preschool for
school. Soher group is quite exceptional. When | was in yesterday [it] had about 30
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children altogether and they only got 5 in primary school. And they got couple of these

handicapped girls only, the ones who candét w
carerdoss her best. She hasndét got water or any e
nearby school and has to pay K5 a day for it, you can imagine. She gets electricity too

from the school somewhere and dondét ask me hc
K15 a day.

If this is another thing that you find as | said poverty corrodes the human spirit some
people turns me to sense, some into diverse and divers are exploiting the other poor
around them you know charging the money for the simplest things, yes yean use

my tap for water but it will cost you K5 a day. You have to tap into my electricity
supply and will cost you K15 a day. So this is poor being exploited because they are
exploited left right and centre. Their private doctors who exploit themasige them
huge amounts of money for minium services not effective.

Those who give care to vulnerable children are also vulnerable themselves in their own
communities. In the example above the care giver is financially exploited and is
vulnerable for coninual exploitation by the school unless intervene and helped. In
another example, the priest, spoke of a violent situation that one care giver has been
through. The police as he told refused to help because she had no money to pay them.
Speaking of violene and police response to one particular case he, the priest told:

And one of our carer had shocking time last year. She was also in Moratau. Her son

was killed in the traffic accident. He used to run around with the gang. She took his

body back to the Mlage and she stayed there. She had a very hard time and she only

came back to Moresby a month ago and she went back to her little house in the

settlement where she lived with her daughter and hdsubu. And the former gang [of

her deceased son] attacked te house screaming into the house demanding money

and é some kind of compensation something ¢éa
house was badly beaten, face all swelled and blooded. The house was completely

ransacked [and] she ran for her life. And she evarally went to the police. The police

refused to help her [because] she had no money to get them [to help her]. And she

came here to see usé So this is the way the g
the poor | mean if | go to the police help theyon going to ask me for bribe you know

and because of my appearance I donot know t
somet hing i mportant or something |ike that sc
it. The poor person comes in no they wondt.

Violence aainst women is endemic and police negative response to assist them helping
the situation to grow out of hand in Papua New Guinea.

WecCare is positioned well in the communities that it working with. It has wider community
network and understands their neds, especially vulnerable women and children in Port
Moresby.

9 Heduru AIDS Care

Heduru AIDS Care is an initiative of the congregations of Anglican Church in Lae City. It is
a pilot project which is interest in the welfare of orphans including HIV onesdaather
vulnerable children. The main of funding for the organisation comes from the fundraising
done by the volunteers.

Services that Heduru AIDS Care provides are:
1 Health awareness including HIV and STIs
1 Volunteer Counselling and Testings (VCT)
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STl rderrals to hospital

Awareness of Rights of amen and children

Work with youths

Counselling services to victims of all forms of violence and abuses

=a =4 -8 -9

1 The KundiawaCatholicDiocese Simbu

The Catholic Church subdivides the province into Diocese, Parishesd ddeaneries.
Gembogl, Mingende, Dirima and Kogl are the 4 Deaneries wh&fslICEF Most Vulnerable
Children Centres of Excellence are plannedlhese are dedicated do children who are
living with, been impacted by, ior orphaned from HIV and AIPSu s Ai dap an®@ien
funding eases out by end of 2010and UNICEF will incporate these programs into their
work at that time All care centres are for HIV info and counselling and their volunteers
are trained in care for PLWHA/CTs exist at Mingende and at Gemboglithin the orbit of

all these centres.

These following centres are local initiatives, the products of sweat equity on the part
remarkable community members/leaders.

0 Gowenigle Care Centre is the initiative of Hubert and Dingi Noah;

0 Gembogl is he product of Clement Bondu and Willie Matthew;

The St. Celcillia Group and Ms Agatha founded Fr. Karl Morschheuser Ake
Information and Counselling Centre;

Young Willie Kupo founded Ombondo Orphanage Resource Centre;

Joseph lyainde started Kamanigle HIV/AIDS Information Centre;

Maria Api started the Gagugl Information and Counselling Centre;

Bony Bari and Anna Dan built the St. Vincent HIV/AIDS Program, with Teresa Bigls
who had run the Anigl Care Centre on her aw

Maria Suaire started the Ouna HIV/AIDS Information and Support System;

Gabriel Kama started the Nende Yomba Suara Care Centre;

Mr Ben started the Dimbinyaundo Information and Sharing Centre.

Morris Umba and Moksi Merimba started Ku Womai Care Center

o

O O 0o

O O OO

Other centres are churchbased or communitywide collaborations, and virtually all are the
brainchildren of barely one or two dedicated individuals.

From a Diocese patrol report of 2009,it is estimated that the centres in the North and
Western Deanery of the Kundiawa Diocese cater to a collective client base of over 1500
men, women and chilren. Seven centres (Gembogl, Fr Karl Morschheuser Akepile,
Gande, Ku Dewe, Gagugl, Ouna and Kamanigle) have more than 50 regular clients and
see a steady stream of information seekers.

1 Church of Christ (COQOBoroka

In Goroka, the Church of Christ (CQ®@oks after disadvantaged children as a charity
ministry. The Church congregation contributes towards meeting the cost of looking after
these children. A total of 17 children, 12 males and 5 female ages ranging from five to
23 years old currently live athe Church. The children also do fundraising with help of
volunteers from the church which goes to meeting their needs.

The aim of the Church is to provide a safe environment for children to stay temporarily
whist the pastor work with every child to résre him or her back to their respective
families. They give counselling to the children, feed and provide for their basic needs. As
Pastor in charge said:
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Il visit the childés family or extended family
be able © bring take back their child [Child in this sense does not refer to biological

child]. | establish relationship with the family. After a while | help the child to connect

with his or her family again. We work slow and make sure both parties are happthéf

family refuse to take in the child then | | et
keep them forever. We try to establish their place of origin and help them get back to

their village pauslain). So far we able to help some children but some %a been

rejected by their families. It is hard but we are not giving up, we try to convince the

family to give the child second chance. Some families are stubborn to accept,

especially if the children are not their own. (Pastor Larry of COC Church Goroka).

Female children |ive with the pastordos family
another house. There are more boys than girls. The church has plans to build a separate
house for girls and it needs money to do that.

Amongst the many childrerin need in Goroka the church is very particular in selecting
the children. As the Pastor explained:

0OThere are many <children in the street but we
Real need like sleeping on the street, beaten by people, or sonmeéis they come by
themselves seeking help hereo.

These children were taken in on the basis of their need. The processes through which
they assessed and identified were:

1 Listening to their stories

1 Physical sign of abuse

9 Through a volunteer or a congregatiomember

9 Children come by themselves seeking help.

These children are mostly from all over the Highlands regions particularly, Eastern
Highlands, Simbu and Southern Highlands. Most of them come from broken families,
family displaced from home because of itval fights, or parents have died. Only a few of
them are HIV orphans.

Private Care Givers

Individual and community church bases organisations (CBOs) are leading organisation
working with vulnerable children, especially AIDS orphans and disadvantagidcbn.

1 Community Leaders

Community leaderswe spoke towant to see more government involvement in helping
working street children They fear that if the government falto address this issue now it
will be late to address in the future. They believen@gongst other solutiors is the need to
meet school fees and keep all the children in schools. Thihey believe will reduce
crime in towns.

A village leader from Hanuabada village describing the situation of children in his village
said:

Children today are influenced by the modern things like movies and they imitate the
action they see in the movies. Some are dealing with drugs and homebrews. They
make and sell them. Young girls are selling themselves to earn money. The village life
here depends on maoey so youths are doing illegal or immoral things to make money.
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VWoices of Working street children

In this section we allow the children to speak for themselves. The text is selected to
represent the range of life experiences for children on the stretetday.

NB: All the names been changed.
GOROKA

Male 12, Simbu Origin

My father and mother are from Sin&ine [in the Simbu province]. They came here when |

was a small boy. They told me that we came here because of sorcery in the village.

People weredying one after and another and they suspected the cause to be sorcery.

Many people from our Ohauslaind (family) came
feared sorcery. After coming here, we went back to our place only two times.

I n my f aé rhea owh she lpnid.arhey have control over all the resources. Women

are only there to bear children for the husband and his family. My father has land but now

his small brother is looking after it. Sometimes, he comes and stays with us and tells us
aboutwhat i s happening at home. Sorcery activity
di dndét want to go back.

I think in Goroka where we are staying, i fe
there is water supply. We stay at Four Mile settlement. Someo our O6want oksd and
from our o6hausl aind are also Iliving there. We
house. The piece of land is small. We have garden in the backyard that supply us with

vegetables. Sometimes, we dondt have enough to

For me, | choose to come to the street because | like to be with friends in the street. | just

dondt want to stay at home because it is bori.
street since | was 8 year old. In the street | get money all the time pickpocket and

holdups. We used pocket knives, big and long screw drivers and sometime and

sometimes with bigger boys we use guns. We hold up anyone who has money. When

someone has money we can easily tell. We spy at bank ATM, new faces in town, or

mothers and big men. When someone is carrying big money you tell that they try to be

very careful and also appear very scared. We follow them whole day just spying to confirm

if someone we suspect has money. Then we continue following him or her until they are

in location where public is out of sight. We make our move [holdup] quickly, get what we

want and we disappear. I dondot feel bad doing
money in my pocket.

For us street children, we live by what we make indaywife dondt make money t
any means, then we go hungry. Many boys do sales in the street to make money. Some

boys sell drugs. Our customers are people from all walks of life [kainkain man], some are

public servants. I d o n @ dtherdoents lof stdafing.d.ast wieak t | do h
held up one man and got K300. | was helped by other two boys. We shared the money

amongst ourselves. We used knife to hold him and when he resisted | cut him. The man

got scared and gave us his bilum. We took the bituand told him to go. He walked away
shivering. He didnodt |l ook back. We took the |
checked. We got K300 cash and a mobile phone. We sold the mobile phone for K150. So

with the cash in the bilum the total was K450. Becawesl| was the leader, | got K200. They

shared the rest equally.
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I n the street people call us al l kinds of name
6rubbi shd é. I donot care what t hey call me .
ourselvesbboys of the streetd and some of the boys
Girls case is different. Many of them sell vegetables or other foods in the market but they

go home. Those girls in the street are those who sell themselves. Businessmeniigg

and any men who have money pay girls and have sex with them. Many men take the girls

to the guest house or | odge and have sex with
Coffeed [refers I|literally to theytsehthdir grade ¢
bodies to get money. Some of these girls are very youdidknow them.

Sometimes | stay with friends [male] in the street if we plan to break and enter, do
robbery or holdups. We attack anyone whom we suspect of having valuable items. Stolen
items are resell in the street. Main items we steal are mobile phones, digital camera,

| aptops and cash. When we stay for the night I
stay awake whole night carrying out our work and during the day we returned hoamgl
sleep. | donot see children sleeping in the st

we all come to the street during the day only.

We street boys, sometimes we kill when there aifsic] resistence from the victims. We

donot | i ke becausenvge wantite hagedit our way so thing must go in our

favour . I f it doesndt then we take them out. F
that | know kill a young man at Jokijo bridge, North Goroka because he tried to protect his
girlfiendfom being raped. This happened around 2 0606
that this couple was coming from the girldés fa
boys who killed were on their night duty at the bridge just keeping eye on anyone that

passed.

When are caught and taken to the police, that is when we get really beaten badly. | was

caught twice, one for pick pocket and another for snatching a bag. | was chased and

rounded up by public. When they caught me they beat me up real good. Then they

handed me over to the police who arrived on scene. The police took me to the police

station and gave me more beating. | almost fainted from the agony of pain | received. |

was c¢crying for them to stop but theywadi dndt un
spurting. I couldndét cry anymore because | was
I stayed there for three days without food anc
know who bailed me out. When | came out | stopped pick p@tikg and snatching bags.

Now | only do holdups.

At home, my parents donodot really care about wt
on my needs. Sometimes | buy vegetables from the market and take home: Most of the
time | donot.

I n the streetl |l wed, edtcodfelsporcob&ed kaukau and d
enough money | buy O6meatd [l amb flaps]. This i
have proper place to sit and eat. Most of the time we just stand and eat. At home if my

parents put food forme | eat if not | just go and sleep. Most of the meals, | eat in the

street and market.

Qur house is not -peem@mmhehtyBecguseondagyi peoplé say s ¢heni
same house, it is crowded and not eoplallly cl ear
sleep on the floor. We dondét have rooms or any

| have only one blanket which | use. Sometimes, when it is dirty, | wasB ithen | feel
cold in the night [ 1 f i t dtdhave vedy goodyodothes.dr i ed t h
have few clothes.
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| have never been to school because my parents are poor. | wish | had. Right now, | feel it

is already | ate for me to go to school. | f I 6
might come herem | vy weekends but during schools days |
not in school | spend most of my time here. | like running around in the street because

Il &dm free. At the house my parents force me to
d o n 0 ltlike Btayimg at home during the day. All my other siblings at home. They are not

in school for the same reason like me. We are seven, four girls and three boys.

I think what the government must do is to help street children with some skills trainings

and give us small money to start our own proj ecf
in the streets again.

Female 15, EHP orip

My age is 15. I come from Unggai district in t
my fatherds cloan ervaemme noyr nturmsh.e Bu't in my fath:¢
rights over the land so whatever my father owns, my brothers will share. | have three
brothers and two sisterséwe are six in the f.é
district.

My parents came to Gorka before we were born. Since my birth, | only went to my
fatherds village five ti mes. I |l ived here and
feel out of place. Life in the village is hard for me.

My father died of sorcery in 2006. He went tthe village and they killed him. So now |
dondét | i ke village anymor e. I dondt think | wi

My mother is still alive. She looks after us. When my father died | became a poor child

[turangu pikinini]. | went around begging and steialg to survive. | stole food, money and

any valuable items from friends, relatives, neighbours and strangers. When they caught

me , they would beat me up. I used to do this
because I 68m ashamed.

| was in school wha my father was alive. He paid for my school fees so | was in school.

When he died | had school fee to continue so | stopped. | was doing Gr 6 when | left
school . I stil]l want to continue my education
hard forme.

I have not other ways to get money so | teased boys and men to money. | started doing
this by following other girls. One day a big man came from Pogera. He had a lot of money.
Two of my girl friends slept with him and he gave them K200 each for a migThey told

me he was staying a guest house. | wanted money badly. | though to myself, just once
and | will get K200.00. | will charge him more because | was prettier than my friends. My
two friends escorted me to the guest house. | met him and he tookenm. He told my two
friend to leave. | could see that they were jealous. Before we started having sex, | asked
how much he wanted to pay me. He said he wild]l
K300. | asked him to give me the money first before we hagkx. He counted and gave
me the money. The money bundle in his had was thick. He only gave me three K100.00. |
was really crazy about getting more. After our first sex, | stopped, got dressed and wanted
to leave. He told me, he had paid already. | toldrhihe got what he wanted. He argued
with me. | said, K300 was only for one sex. | told him that if wanted me to stay whole
night, he has to pay extra. He gave me another K200. We had sex all night. He tried
different position on me and | just followed his @mands. In the morning he was really
exhausted. | got up to leave but he told me to stay. He said he would me K1000 if |
stayed with him for three more days. | told him that | would come back and left. | took the
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money home, hid and then returned. | stayedith him for the three days. He gave me the

money he promised and told me that he was in love with me. He said wanted to marry

hi m. He asked me for phone number but I di dn¢
asked me to call him any time when | got phonéle was ni ce guy. He didno
angry with me. But during sex, he was rough. | did like him. Later | got a phone and called.

He came back twice and we stayed in the guest house. He gave me more money. | really

like him 8 maybe because of his moneyHe did tell me that he is married with children

much ol der than me. I dondét really mind. Il j us
never use condom because in the beginning he told me that he always used condoms

with other women and girls. He wantett o f e e | me without <condom. I
HIV or AIDS, | just wanted money. | got HIV test and the result is negative. In his second

visit, we agreed that since we canod6t marry but

will come every month. Heidd ndt keep his promised to come e\
said that his wife was suspicious of him having affair. He said he would come when it

settled. He did come last time. We stayed in another guest house. We had really, really

rough sex in four daysWhen he left he told me if did come to Goroka he will call but he
couldndot keep coming regularly. He gave me K2
have married him. | sold sex occasionally when | needed money. | always used condom.

| do see myselfa street girl. It is already in the blood system. | feel hurt when people call

me names | i ke OFour Coffeed (Il ocal | abel for |
those without parents or those who are hanging around the market and town areas. They

steal or look for rubbish [implying scrapes, leftovers, things unfit for consumption].

In the street | have many friends both boys and girls. The boys look after us when we go

to look for clients or escort us to dance. Two main places to find clients anefront Bird

of Paradise Hotel and Lahanis Club. At Bird of Paradise, our clients are mostly older men

and those working or businessmen. Some girls go to Lahanis Club to get clients at the

dance. Client here are mixed, some working, other are rugby playand ordinary village

men . Someti me we see handsome men; we just fli
because that place is risky for girls like me [implying younger girls]. We have very strong
relationship between us and the boys we stay with bagse we share everything we have

with each other. In our group, an older woman leads the group. She is 32 [at the time of

interview]. She is from Chuave [district @imbu province].

My mot her doesnot know t hat | s sek, Il hide enx . Wh e n
special place. When we need something | would take just enough from my bank and buy
them.

All the street children are members of group. | belong to a certain group. These are girls

and boys from North Goroka. Every settlement or sectiontbé town got their own group

of street boys and girls. We try stick to our group and also stick with our own territory.

There only few places that are public Iike ma
street sales to make money. Some girls sell snes for their parents or relatives at the

mai n mar ket most their relatives who é want t
girls work very hard for them. For me, I don
body for good money, very easy money | dondot | i ke i Bthibigmy | donod
only way of getting moneg we get money, find our food and eat.

Our home is ok. It is traditional house, warm and good. Some widows from the village are

living with us. They came from the villagedlon 6t why t hey came but now
Once in a while | sleep with friend® | mean girl friends. Sometimes | sleep with men.

Most of the time, | sleep at home.
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I someti mes get sick. | get stomach odhehe, head
clinic and get treatment. Fees for getting medicine is very high, for example, every day
you visit clinic, you pay K2 which is very expensive.

Di seases people get from sexual intercour se, I
ConcerningHIV | got blood test already. It was negative. | hear from health professional

and radio about danger of unprotected sex. [
HIV because when | want to sleep with [have sex] any boy or men, | ask him to use

condom. | tell my partner to wear condom because they say condom will protect people

from HIV during sex.

For me, food in anything | eat and get strong. | simply eat food to give me energy. | eat

anything that comes my way. Mostly, | eat flour balls, ripe barsngreens and sweet

potatoes. Most of the time, | eat once in day. | eat only dinner. While in the street | eat

very | ight food I|ike those | d&nahyltmes| el ready.
sweet potato and flour balls. Every time | feel hungsp | try to find food. | ask boys and

girls in my group to get something for me to eat. If they have money they get me
something. | always try my best to find something to eat. | sometimes sit down and worry.

I dondt have a birtrmemrctesthdveah et IMagbredtmyk paw
that | shoul d | have? | dondt want to be | eft
for record].

When people called me street kid, Il worry for
my boy friem, he threatens me to have sex with him or do what he wants. When | refused

he hits me. This happens all the time. With the police, | have not experience anything with

them. | think they are just doing their job. | never engaged in anything like stealing o

l ooking for rubbish so | donot have probl ems
life is my boy friend and other boys who often asked me to have sex with them. When |

refused these boys hit me.

In Goroka | know that Save the Children and Merkyorks help girls like us. They advice

and give us condoms. I di dnét go but &dome of n
both male and female, and gave me many boxes. | use them all the time. Apart from
these two, | dondét knohelp.where girls | ike me ca

Suggestion: | suggest that the government must set up special school and training for
street children. Many of us left school many years and it hard to get back into school
easily but if the government is serious in helping us, do as | just saidhink this will keep
children away from the street.

KUNDIAWA

Male & 10 year old

My name i s Ri <oldyl comé fioomDdora [iKerowagaDistrict]. | now live in JB
Compound with my parents. Wedve cornDwomere beca
Wedve been | iving here for 3 dvweamrfurinthve t wo
family and |1 6m the third.

| did elementary one only and left school because our school was burnt by enemy tribe

during the fight. The fight has stopped buny par ents don6t want to go
not really safe.
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It all started |l ong time ago, I dondt know the
because of politics. One man from our neighbo tribe contested for election. His tribe

paid sone of our tribesmen money and pig to get support from us. During voting many

people voted for another candidate who won. So the neighlming candidate tribesmen

looted our community. Many people fled without their begging. First we ran away to my

mother place in Kembogl and then we moved to Kundiawa. My father always says that

when the village situation is ok we will go back to the village.

| consider myself as street kid. Sometimes | sleep with street children on the street. This
month three times | sleptthree times in the street. One night, | watched TV in picture

house until late. It was too to go back so | told the owner of the place and slept in the
movie house.

| spend whole in the street. | sell items like biro pens, cigarettes, second had clotlzesl
other small items. | get them from big boys and help them sell. When | give them the
money from sale, they give me K2 or K5 depending if | sell plenty and make more money
I get K5 if less money | get K2. Some of the items are my od@iike second handclothes.

I make deal with the owner of the secontland. | take 5 pieces to the street and sell, if it

is for K3 price at the store; | sell it for K4 so | get K1.00. In a day, | make K5. In a
fortnight | make about K50. | like it because | have money.

My parents are not working so they do street vending. My father normal does this. He
sells betel nuts, smoke, and things like that. Also mother makes garden in the back yard
and plant sweet potatoes and greens like cabbage. So she harvests them and sells them
when they are ready. Together, they make less than K100 in two weeks.

Although my parents make small money, they managed the family well. We are fed well. |

eat three times a day anddidthednomifigtandfinetieel hungry
afternoon o | eat in the house. During the day when |
market or kaibar and eat. | pay for it myself. Sometimes, | buy food to the house. | buy

rice and tin fish.

Police sometimes try to stop us but they never beat us. They otdyl us to do things

clean and they will be no trouble. They tell us not to sell drug because they say we are

breaking the law if we did and therefore they will punish us. So police are good to us.

Security guards are also good to ud only if anyone stealn the store that person get into

troubl e with them. P u b & they tod ondebstand rihatrwd are u r busi
struggling to survive. Only PMV buses drivers, especially Hagen say bad things to us. They

think they are really smart but they are asshes. They swear at us called tell us to go

home and make gardens. In the village is not safe so we are in town why should go back?

When | grow up and | kill one of theréd who are they?

Amongst ourselves [street children] we stay together. If there anythithat is not right
then some argument arise and sometimes fight but most of the time we are in peace. All
of us are fromSimbus omiépel a wanbel na raun?o.

Finally, | want to say that if the government really wants to help us then pay for our school

fees.I really want to go to school because | dont
not good.

Female, 14 year old

My name is Winnie and | dm f o &imhuerevimce]. lliédm f r om &

with my aunty at Wara Simbu compound fé& years now. Before coming here | was living
with my grandmother in the village. | left her because she was too old to look after me. |
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grew up with my grandmother since | was baby. My mother was married then. At that time
my mother was young and wild. &hslept with many men. She got pregnant from a Tolai
man [Winnie was conceived].

After giving birth to me she looked after me for a year and dropped me with my
grandmot her and continued here |ife. She wused
he motherengaged sex to earned living].

My grandmot her took good care of me. She sent
support my school fee so | only did elementary two. | left school for many years now. |

want to continue schoolold.itforly| wes yooreger,Imayioe lal r eady
would continue.

| 6ve been | iving with my motheros first born
my home now. My auned s house i s just enough for us (
members). The house has only threeedrooms, one for the parents, one for girls and one

for boys. I sleep in the girlds room with four

is ok. When visitorscom& vi si tors mainly ©O6wantoksd from th
aunty or uncle, the sleep on the living room. Really our sleeping space is not affected but
| feel uncomfortable when we have visitors.

We get water from water supply which is very close to the house. The water is clean
because it comes from the mountain. We use to coo#frink and wash eating and cooking
utensils.

Sometimes, | go and stay with my other aunty at Kerowagi but not for very long, because
my aunty in Kundiawa will send words for me to come back. The aunty at Kerowagi is
another big sister of my mother.

| saw my mother few times but she now married and lives in Lae. She married someone a

man from Goroka. | went and stayed with her for two months with her. She has three

other children from her new marri age. I call e
between us. She was good to me. Her husband tried to me nice to me. He encouraged his

children to call me big sister. Although he was good, | felt scared staying with them. |

could see how he would stare at me when my mother was not around. So | left them and

came back to Kundiawa. | lied to my mother | missed home and | came back to

Kundiawa. This happened just this year (Febuary 2008).

I came back here [ Kudiawal]. l dm still staying
to me but sometimes, she says mgty thing about me when | stay out with friend. She
woul d tell me |1 Om just l i ke my mother trying

sometimes | think she is telling me the truth. Many times, girls influence me and we go to
town for spin. My aunty haséen very good to me but she didno
children are in school. | do feel sad for myself but | just wish that my life will be better. |
do most of the house work and then when | dm fr

In town, we jus walk around aimlessly. If a friend has some money than she buys scones
and meat (lamb flaps) and we eat but if no money we just hang around. All of us have boy
friends so sometimes our boy friends give us money like K2 or K5 or K10.

Some of my friendsalso have sex to men and get money. The men my friends sleep with
for money are working men and business men. Many of them live and work in Kundiawa.
My girl friends say that they make more money from visitors then the local clients. Visitors
pay any pricethe girls charge to sleep with. Youngest girl | know involve in sex about 12
or 13, her breast just developing.
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| like my friends because they make me feel good. We share everything together. Boys

from Wara Simbu doing sales or roaming the street proteas because we are their girls.

Girls from other settlements or compounds al s«
really keep go around with us but if we get into trouble we come and tell them, they will

defend us. If anyone tries to hurt us, they Wicome and defend usd especially big men

who force my friend to have sex or when wives of these men come and try to fight them.

Police are really bad to us. When they see us the call us nan@sven the ladies too. The

women police say we arespreadgn HlI V. They call wus K2 or Oo6pamul
come across police women. They are really hard on us. Police only talk to us hard public.

If they are alone with us, they only think of sex. My friends tell me that policemen always
bargain to payless for sex. My friend say they get scared to they just accept and have
sex. The security men are our friends. They sometimes arrange clients for my friends so
we are good friends. My friends give them some money [some form of commission] after
theyslep with the clients. The public call p
or O6For Coffeed [K2 implies prostitutes,
grade d all three are typical language of stigma and discrimination used agat girls and
women selling sex].

i c

ubl
6pai a

I never had sex with men for money but | only have sex with my boy friend. Sometimes we

use condom but someti mes we dondt use condom.
19 years old. He sometimes gives me monéy like K5 or K10. He is doing Gr 12 now. |

think he will go to college or university. He said he really likes me and wants to marry me.

I dondt know if the really meant it. For me |
after well . | e dyonother. want to be | ik

| ve heard of HIV and AI DS but | dondt think I
boy. He always tells me that | must stick to him only because if | go with someone else |

mi ght get HI V. I dondt knohw wthleearhegi rhles .s| Wepdi
HIV test yet. | only sleep with him so if | get then it is because of him.

Twice | heard malaria. It was really strong but | got medicine and it finished. My aunty

paid K10 for the treatment. The worst one when | came from Lalegot malaria there. The

other time, | went with my aunty to Madang and when we return, | got sick. We went to
Madang to buy bet el nuts to bring it here and

Before, | took drug but after | got sick, malaria thdoctor told me that my blood [implying
immune system] was not strong so when | got better | stopped taking drugs. However, |
still smoke cigarettes but only once in a while. | also drink beer but not all the time. My
friends buy them and | drink.

I d knowif | have birth certificate. My grandmother never showed me one. | did have

baby card (clinic card). I used idlthinloit get me d
with my grandmother.

One thing | want the government to do is to give some kiod training to young girls like

us. Every time training comes to big women only and we miss out. Next time training for

sewing, cooking or anything, they must come to girls like me.

MT HAGEN AND KUDJIP

Female, 18 years old
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My name is Jeatygnohdd 10om fyfeom Kerowagi, Si m|
Kiminiga all my life. | live with my mother and three brothers. | have five brothers and one

sister. My two brothers and sister are married. My father died before last year. He got sick

and died. We béieved the cause of his death was sorcery.

Since he died my mother struggled to look after us. His death affected my school. My
father worked as mechanic so his fortnight supported the family but when died life
become difficult. | left school because naschool. | stayed at home but. Two of my
brothers were continued to school because some of my big brothers and sister supported
them. They said | was girl so no need for me to continue. | was really upset and angry with
them. | hated them.

Then | startedto become naughty. | went for dances, | began to smoke and drink beer. |
was 16 years old then. My mother and brothers beat me and told me to stopped
behaving badly. I di dnot care and | di dnot [
stayed with friends My girl friends were good to me. When | hanged around with them |
began to follow some things they were into like conning men and getting money. | hang
around with the girls and my brothers and mother get angry with me and they say bad

things to me. Theyt e | | I already one of the O0K206 girls
family. I didndt <car e bdbecussmy bigbraheromyhpaid | want
for their brotherds school fee and said that |

doing, | would tell them when they got on me. | never, | really wanted to go to school. |
told them the only way to stop me was to send to school again. But my brothers had their
own family to look after. They said | should stay in the house help mother.

So | stayed at home. Sometimes | went out with friends. After one year of staying out of
school, | got used to life away from school. | went to dances, | drank and smoke with girls.

Then one time, | was with my girl friends and someone called one of tjids. It was one

of her client. He works in the mine and he came for break. He is married men. My friend

talked with that man. He told my friend to come with three other girls. They knew | never

had sex or sold sex so t hdedtodnow @ she geafort t o i n
going around with this man so | ask her. She told me, he giver her K500 and sometimes

more. | surprised. | thought to myself that if | join | would have money. So | said | would

come with them. My friends were surprised but | disted. So we went. We were three of

us so we went and got one more girl. Then we went to opposite of Rainbow Supermarket

and waited. A tinted 10 seater came stopped in front. There were four men, two were in

their and while two were young. They were hammwse too. | was really wanted the
youngest one. He was so handsome that | didnot
him. | was shy but the three look bold.

Inside the car the men greeted us. The guy | had a crush smiled at me. | smiled shyly
back. My friends noticed what was happening. After driving for some minutes the car

entered a hotel gate and parked. We walked my girl friend ask the youngest guy if he was
interested to take me. He agreed and took me. The two girls were taken by the two men.
My friend went with her client.

They bought us beer and we drank and gave us some food. Then we danced until about 1

in the morning. We were not very drunk. They bought some food so we ate. Then my

friend went with their partners. | also followed that guy a@nwent to the room he was

staying. He washed and asked me to take shower. | went into the bath room but | forgot

to Ilock the door . I n fact, | di dnot know. As |
but | face the door so | saw the door opening. bgshocked and jumped but it was too

late. He saw me naked. | was more shocked when | saw him naked. | knew | afraid and

trembling. He noticed smiled. When he smiled | gained some courage. Then | just took
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and looked at him. He came to me into the showemad t ouched my breast.
resist although | was afraid. He was so handsome that | thought to myself, | refused |

would never sleep with him again. So | gave up myself. He kissed and | learned how did

and responded. Then we had sex. It was really phil in the beginning but it was ok when

we continued. | bled badly and tears began to fall. He comforted me and told me that it

was ok. He told me that it was my first time so it bled but it would be ok the next time. We

three more sex before we slept. Ithe morning we did it twice.

He asked me to stay with him for two more days. He gave K200 and said he would give
more if | stayed. | went told my friend and they too were invited by their partners to stay
so we all stayed in the hotel with them for theemore days. During that my friends and
their partners went into town but me and my partner we just stayed in the hotel, played
snooker and drank beer ate food and have sex. | really like his physical built so | just want
to stay in bed with him. We had semany times in a day. We told stories and shared our
family background. | learned that he was really caring. | began to fall in love with him. On
the third they were going to Lae but he decided to stay on. He said he will go with me to
see my mother. | wa really surprised. The other three tried to convince him to go with
them but he refused. He did his hotel payment and told me that he would come with me
and stay at our house.

I was sorry for him because he was from the coast. | knew he never slept ightand

house on the ground. Before, going he gave me
to loose him. He begged me but | insisted. In my culture when a man comes to your

house it means that he is love with you and want to marry you. | wanted himktow |

was good girl. He said ok, then we buy food so we did shopping, got on PMV bus and went

to Kiminiga. As | went with him, all the peopl
was bringing a man. He was so cute and lovely that everyone smitdhim. | felt proud.

From the distance, my mother saw me coming with a man. She was really shocked; |

di dnot know how she felt at that . When we <car
mother fell on his knees held them and cried. It is our custom. | ddusee he was really

touched. His eyes were red and he tears fell from them. We went in and my spoke to me

in |l anguage why didndot | tell her so could spe
so me and my guy could to and stay with them. | told hérwas not my idea, but his. |

began to cry too. He just stood and when | cooled down | explained to him. He told my

mother it was ok.

He stayed with us for 5 days. He gave my mother some money (K500). He asked my
mother that he wanted to marry me. My mber cried told him she totally was on his side.
He asked her to talk to my brother and get their permission. My mother and | went and
left him at the Airport.

The news reached my brothers They were shock
insisted told them | will still marry him my brothertold mé 6t he guy coul d have
left his Digicel phone number so we stayed in touch.

He came back the second time. He spent his holiday with us. My brothers met him. They

saw that he was really good so theygar e e d . He told them that wedoll
whiled and then get married afterwards. Everything went smoothly. We were constantly in

touch.

Then one day, he stopped calling. | tried calling him but his number but it failed. The next
day, a new nunber called me. | answered the phone and | heard a voice of man. He told
me that he had sad news for me. He told me that he was a friend of my boy friend, one of
the four who came at the first ti me. He told n
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day beforebo. I told him he was |l ying and that h
it was true. I kept saying he was | ybhg but h
dondt know if he really died glhndtellinghidfiendnk of hi
to get my boyfriend to explain to me why he dumped me and he kept telling he died. This

went on for a month. The guy was fed up so he came to Hagen on his break. He brought

the funeral photos. When | saw the photos | cried likeraad woman. | cried as if my own

brother had died. | cry when I think of him.

Ri ght now, Il &m not sure what Il &m going to do.
come to an end. | really loved him I dondt kno
My friends are stild]l in the business. Il dm not

for my brother wife. Now they are good to me because they me grieving. She asked me to

come and stay with them to help me recover. She promised that if we sawatbugh from

the sale we did, she would support to school

it doesndt matter. When | sit at the market ar
no meaning for me. | just see the day come and go. | seathmy life is over.

Male, 13 years old

My name is Tony and | come from Mendi (Souther
lived at KolmaB u a i Haus (Hagen) 6 yedhesisreldtedtmomy i vi ng w
mot her , but not hawd mlaté tg hint Hutore speak the sdmenafmguage

and | know him so | stay with him. How | came is really funinput how live here is really
hard.

I left my village when | nine years old. | jumped on PMV coming to Mendi town from my
village. | jumpedon and took a ride. | was fed up of village life so | decided to do that. My

plan was to come to Hagen. When | arrived in Mendi, | went to a PMV truck which was
loading cargoes to go to Mt Hagen. The passengers were getting into the PMV so | went

andjumped i n. The O6boss crewd thought | was with
whol e journey. When arrived i n Mt Hagen, I w0
know the place. | got off and run around in the town. | hoping to find some wantok but

didnoét. That night, [ stayed in the street. [

was really cold but | was wearing my jacket so it was ok. | stayed up until almost day

break and felt asleep. | woke few hours later. Already people began to coimi town. |

wal ked around | ooking for Mendi boys. I di dnoit
boys in the street could tell that it was my first time. One bigger boys felt sorry and bought

me a drink and flour balls. | eat and it felt good. He askedenwhat | doing in town. | said |

didnoét | i ke to stay in the wvillage so | ran av
me that |ife is town is harder than in the vi
serious. He explained to me how gegly everyone was. He said, he good person and he

understood my situation because he had lived the in the street longer. | asked to show

me some boys from Mendi in the street. He did and left me. | spend the rest of the day

wi th my ©6want oknthe afteremddn | fohoded them td vahere they sleep. It

was smal |l hut and many boys were sleeping ins
everyone left the house in the morning so | followed. The bigger boys showed me around

town and told me that afterfew days of seeing Hagen | should returned home. | was

upset and stayed with them only for that night. When | woke they were all gone. | decided

to hang around the compound.

One woman came to me ask what | was doing around there [because | was new in the

area). | told her my story and she felt sorry. She asked me to come and stay with them. In
the afternoon her husband came from work. He is a security is Guard Dog. When he
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came saw me he asked his wife. The wife explained why | was where | was from. He

int roduced himself and | ater I |l earned that he
two children the children were small so | helped look the children while the mother did all

the house chores and the garden in the back yard.

| was really happy becausé ate good food from store because in the village | was eating
only garden food. Since then | stayed with the
feel hungry because | eat all the time.

During my free time | came to the streets. | joined thieoys my age and followed what

they were doing. I never pick pocket because |
collect cans and plastic bottles and take them home. I still do that now. End of every year

we sell them and make money.

| was senttos c h ool by the couple Idm | iving with. I
supportive. They continued to pay my school u
happy. They are proud of my performance. | think it was in the plan of God. | do

everythinglcan to please the couple |1 0m staying wit|

feel happy when they call that.

When my parents heard that | was in Hagen, they came to visit me. They found out where

| was living. The came stayed with us. It was about threenths after | left home. | told |

was happy and | wono6t go back. They saw that |
and went back to Mendi. Since, then they visited my only two times.

We live in good house. The place | sleep is really good. kéany own mattress, two
pillows and couple blanket and sleeping bags. Our house has electricity. We TV
(television): We watch EM TV only. My favourite is NRL or State of Origin (rugby). | also like
to listen to news.

When | dm i n t he wdguaehmys.,All decuities, cayrcauncii, dnd police

know us so we have problem with them. Only when one street boy steal or picket or do
anything that not right then they will punish us. Other wise, if just do street sales or pick
cans and bottlesthep | i ce or securities dondét mind.

| see my self as privilege because for me | see that | walked into special gift. | know that

some day | will t el l my story and | wil/l t hank
school so | continue to school hard! put whole my mind into school because if | was the

village | would have missed out. This motivates me to work very hard in school. One day, |

want to become a doctor. That is my dream, | just want to be a doctor.

| said this because one time | had matia. Luckily my guardians took me to the hospital
quickly. They checked blood found nothing. Then a doctor came and studied me. He
checked me and told the nurses to put on malaria treatment. They treated according Dr
Prescription and | was well in two day almost died. Since then my desire to become a
doctor started.

For me, I stay well so I'6m happy. The only thi
is pay for our school fee so that we can become educated and do something to help other
people.



WEWAK
Male 17 year old
My name iis John. Il 6m from West Coast . My vill

here [Sepik]. | live in the street now. Sometimes, | go with friends and sleep in their house
at settlements. | was very small when my motherati. My father raised me all by himself.

When | was ten, he also died. | donot know t h
sorcery. From what | heard he was killed because of land dispute. My father own very big
land and his cousins wantedtoplantcac oa on a piece of | and inside

he stopped them so they paid sorceries to kill him.

When my father died none of my relatives were interested in looking after me. When my

mother died, my father never married again so I wastheonlychii | 6ve cousins an
close relatives but they didnoét take me in. M
brothers (cousins) from second and third grand
None of them took interested in me.

Ilivedmylfemovi ng from one relativeds house to anot
and they got cross to me | would move on. This was how | lived my life for about four

years. When | was fourteen | decided to leave home because it was hard living with my

relatives. | came to town to live in the street.

When | was still in village | used to come and stick around with the street boys. | made
many friends and | enjoyed helping them in what they were doing. So when | left home
and came here | already had friends Uit adapted smoothly.

We steal, picket pocket, holdip up elderly people, shop lift, snatch bilums/bags from

mot hers and rob shops in the night. We are pl
have guns to do it [he refused to elaborate more this sulgg. We also sell drugs and

steam to people who want them. We have regular customedssome are even big sorts.

They want to relax, they to us and buy drug. When come buy, they give us extra béicks

this is for their security. When they go around, they kwave are their protection. They are

our big boys so respect them and watcé no one can touch them because we are their

security [he refused to give amount of extra bucks].

I n the street |ife is challengi ngsleeplcoboki s not
and eat, rest, no proper toilet, no where to keep our belongingsit is really hard. But for
me , it is better than |iving with my own peopl
friends who care and we share everything together. The stte@re our homed we ruled
the town. Gener al public are scared of wus so

anything we like but we try to be nice so that not everyone hates us. If a new face comes
into town, we

We get scared of police butthe on 6t patr ol the streets uncl e.
for them. If they catch any one of us they give no chance. They beat whoever they catch
really badly. | ve never been caught so | have

any of my friends who ee caught by police come out from cell [police custody] | see cuts
and bruises on their face. Sometime they big injuries like broken hands [arms], legs and
even ribs. We also pay back on police. If we see any police men on the road after hours,
on drinking in night clubs we pick a fight with them. One time we bashed a police man
and he was already unconscious when some men rescued him. He was taken to the
hospital ---luckily he survived. Police give no chance for explanatiérthey just beat and
beat until you are unconscious.
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Security guards at the stores [shops] are our brothers and friendshey only check when

the Asians are |l ooking. When we pass they doni
around with us. Some are brothers of my friends. Some wemnce street child

themselves so they understand us. We tuck things from the store and come out. Not

everyone does this, only few boys who are really clever at it do this.

Many of us doing street sales: We talk with Asians and they give us discount. Tiersell
them at the streets. Our prices are lower because we want to sell so that we can have
money.

| sell batteries, shocks, pens, stereos, watches and many small items. | make to up K30

in day. Some days | make mor8 like during Government fortnightind the town is filled

with people and during loose week weekends, | make less, especially on Saturdays.
Street girls sell their bodies to get money.
Everyone needs money so ifhamakt dcamdw opeys evi |

On Sunday, I dondt do street salesé | pl ay soc
children] play sports on weekends but during the week we are on the streets.

I heard of HIV/AI DS but | dthany girl K2 gillsnlkavel 6 ve bec
sex with only good girlsél say they are good b
used condoms but someti mes | di dndét use condon
the girls say the samei m&ing so we just do 06sk

| had malaria and headache few times. | got medicine and it finished. | paid for the

medicine myself. | paid K2.00 for out patience and K1.00 to get medicine supply. This is

really expensive for boys | i ke mentheMareny str ee
sick. They make herbs and drink them. Most dri
get well.

If the government wants to help children like me, then it is up to them. | just want to say
that tell the police to be friendly with us.

Female,18 years old

My name is Anna. Il 6m 18 now. My baby and | [
My story is not good, |l 6m telling it to you be
to school when | was since | was a kid. | did well in schooldamy parents paid for my

school fee. | wanted to go to college or university. | wanted have good job and have good

life. But my dreams never came true. But when | was to do Gr 10 in 2007, my father

di dnoét pay for my school dyfmemyschoelfee.ai d he had n

| was really angry. | thought my father should borrow some money and pay for my fees.
My father is working so | though he would do
that | really wanted to go to school. She told she hado money and candét do m
it. | really wanted to be in school. My frustrations grew as | stayed at home.

I begged by parents if I could continue the n
Every fortnight Friday, father was drinking. | gotakly mad. | started to go crazy. | was

restless. | wanted to suicide but | was scared. My thought my life was useless now. |

began to follow my girls friends for dances. At the back of my mind | was thinking of my

education. | thought my parents will talko me about my educationd for me to continue

the following year. But they never talked about it. | know it was over.



| started to take smoke cigarettes, drank steams (home brew) and take drugs. | followed

girls to dance everywhere and started going outittv boys. My parents saw me and

warned me but I di dnot l i sten. They beat me b
education is over and my life is over and if they tried to stop me | would suicide. When

they heard this, they left me a lone.

| live this new life of me for about three months then | got pregnant. | slept with some

men but | used condoms. Sometimes, | had sex with because they bought me beer or

gave me money. With boys, I had sex for fun.
Whenlbea me pregnant he told me the baby wasndét hi
in Wewak. | came home and when my mother and father tried to talk to me, | told them it

was all your fault. | told them not to talk to me hard because | would suicide. Thefy iee

alone.

| had this baby [girl]] since then | stayed at home. Sometimes, | live the baby with my

mother and go out with friends to dance. My parents tell me to stay at home but | tell

them it is my life. At dancing places some of my sex partners asle ior sex. Most of the

time | say no but when | feel theboykiesndre and I
did not come back to me yet. He is scared because so he is hiding from me.

My baby need many things c¢ an 0er napkind, dothesor My par e
soap for her. At first | though of leaving the baby with my mother and running away but |
was not sure if they will look after her well.

RABAUL AND KOKOPO
Male, 18 years old

My name is Pat and | am Island,yMadanggrovimtcedi dont | d m f r o
know the name of my tribe because | was born here. | have land in my place. When | was

a kid | went to my mother place and they [my unclésmot her s br ot hers] show
land and its boundaries. | never went back since. dondét know when | wil/

I 61 | go because here | dondt have | and to I|ive

In my own words the street children are a useless people in the community because of no
good support from parents.

| was forced to the street because many kidsiithe house and for me | have to spend
most of my time in the street because my parents were concern on looking after my other
siblings who are in the school.

When | am in the street, sometimes the public assaults me. | feel down and sometimes |

wanttot ake revenge but | dondt . |l dondt want to F
me. | think people have to understand that we are childred and we need support

especially from our community. Il dm | i ving thi
schoo | . Now my parents pay no alorlygontdthechousee o0 me s o
to sleep.Al t hough, I dm |l iving with my parents in a

with my parents that way most of my time | spend in the stre@ith my squad boys [seet
boys].Many also are involved in street activities.

I do have friends and éwe stand together and
born here and grew up here together and most of us face the same problems in the

family, for instance, no schoofees or families are too big and the parents could not

afford to pay school fees.
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We have groups in the street. | belong to one group. Apart from my group there are three

other street children groups here. My group consists of boys between ages of24

Ot her groups are just |ike us. We dondt have s
hang around themselves only in the afternoon and go back to house. Each group has

their gang to protect their interest in their area so | go and do sale in other paiftthe

town, the boys of the area will ask me to leave and if | refuse they will beat. We try to

respect each other area boundaries. My group is the market area; no other street boys

can come here. So thatés how it is.

I have been to school and manage toomplete grade 10, but | am not continue because |

was not discipline in the school and my parents did not pay my school fees more and that

force me to |live in the street. Even now | wa
my par ent s c schobldeasdnore peaayse thgy focusing to those who are in

school now.

I have nothing to do so I dm just selling smoke
buy my basic needs like food, cloths and smoke. Opportunity to make money is big but |

have no idea and capitals to start off. | do enjoy the money | make because | can use to

get what I want . To me money i s means many th
and we can do every thing we want to do. And if | have big amount of money | will use to

buy many things, like house, car and | will share to my friends.

In street we also have opposite sex friends [girls]. | treat them just as friends. Most of
these girls are like medt heydve drooped from school . Ot her
school are noschool fees or parents are divorced.

Sometimes | get sick like malaria and head pain. | did get treatment from hospital. Every
time | went, | had to pay K2.00 and get medicine. One time | was very sick and | was
admitted. | told that | had very strong mdaria. Just to spend a night in the hospital, the
hospital fee was K20.00. My father paid the fee. That was last time | was seriously ill.

| have no idea about STIs but | know about HIV/AIDS which has no medicine to treat

sickness. | know this informatin from awareness campaigning carried out by various

NGOs like churches. Since | know that HIV is no curable | look after myself. | stay away

from girls but i f |l 6m tempted | wi | | use cond
use condom, | will not geHIV or AIDS.

| eat all kind of food. | eat both garden and store foods. We [street boys] buy cook food at

t he mar ket and eat. We buy cooked rice with f
juice]. For me, | think it is good food. | eat twice in a dayly parents provide food in the
house which | only join for dinner. Ot her tim

with my friends.

.The main threat in my |ife is the police énot
set up to protect busiress interest in Rabaul and Kokokop townships). They are based in
Kokopo. They just started recently but | dondt

see doing something that they think is bad él:i
rough. | ha problem with police sometimes, for they came one time to me with out any
guestion éthey punch me because €é they suspec
when they come, | run away with them when they come.

In Rabaul] there are no organizations that Hp boys or girls like me so there are no
services for us [children]
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But | have excess to hospital, clean water, and communication and they service | used
these services when | need it. It is available all the time.

Female, 15 years old.

My name is Jund am 15 years old | 6aihmixed parentage of Mile Bay and New Island
Province. | was born in E.N.B and grew up here and | don't know my clan nhame and | have
no idea who own the | and in my fatherds place

My motherwho is the only one has power over the kids, because she alone takes care of
me. She provides for me [all my needs].

My biological father passed away and my mother married another man from New Island
Province. My father died because of jealous among higbes (clan), he was killed by
sorcery. My life was very much affected since my farther death; | don't know where | will
go, when | need something, like school fees and other needs.

Now | dm |l iving with my mother &awnrdalfatheehe f art her
treats me badly many times. [Sometimes] Hehasesus out of the house and
refugee in my uncle house: Me and my small my two brothers.

Currently, | am doing grade 8. All my school fees were paid by my mother but for this year
my mother still struggles to meet my school fee. With this situation | don't know if | will
compl ete my grade 8 cl ass. My step farther nev

Many times my step father he cash us out from house and my mother also treat me lyad|
if | am not doing work in the house. This make makes me worry and | don't know what will
happen in the future. | also find my way to ran away from house but | don't know where to
go and | realized that my mummy is the only one who is looking after madany sibling
and brought us this far so | use to stay even though there is problem in the house.

My understanding of street kids is those kids who running around on the street and
committing crimes or doing nothing than trouble to the community. | am noe of them
but | used to pass by with them every day because those kids are living around me.

| have no network with any street kids but they all was living around me and | used to
passed by and greet them. | currently | live in permanent house with mgther and step
farther and | have good home.

I get sick sometimes. One time | had a really bad stomaethe so | went to Nonga
General Hospital for treatment. Two Kina for treatment fees and | paid the fees. | have
no idea about STIs but | know aboutIM/AIDS. | know HIV/AIDS from public awareness in
my school also in public places like market and no medicine to cure the virus.

Food to me mean for growth, give strength, health for the body. My daily foods are garden
foods and store foods. Most of thdood my parents buy in market and stores. | eat twice
a day. Sometimes, | feel hungry and if there is no food, my mother will try her best to find
foods for us. If there is nothing to eat in the house | g to my uncle house and asked for
food.

To help my nother | use my free time to selling food and smoke in the market. There big
opportunity to earn money in the market, but there is no enough capital to start. |
enjoyed with the money | make from the market. | will make K20 /forth night.

lusedthatmongy t o buy émy clothes and stationary and



Male, 18 years old

My name is Oxy and | am 18 years old from East
Kemo and my village is Gumi Village. In my place farther own the land and | havel la
back in the village.

Mot her have more power than farther, because 7
my small farther went home to the village [Gumi] and brought here E.N.B.P. | came here

with my small father. F i r sohtinue becapse he stoedt 0 s c hoc
to paying my school fees and éso | was | eft sc
I was wel | | ook after by my mother before | c

Now | called myself one lost boyManpela faul mang] because there is no where to go

just walking around in Kokopo town with my friends. | feel angry and same time sad when

people called me street boy. Even | was street boy | have rights to live and | want people

to understand this. | am also worried with mgituation and asked myself, why my own

bl ood father [implying fatherds smal.l brother

| have friends who are facing same problem [of being abandoned by guardians]. Many of

these friends come from outside E.N.B.P and some wemgxed parentage and only few

from here. We all come to know each other on the street, because we share things
étogether as friends. -diffesentgrowp. They havettheyeown gr ou p s
territory to move in and out. In my daily activities kad to doing part time job like carry

cargo from container to supermarket and clean up the golf field.

| was in school but dropped out because no good support by my adopted father, like they
don't pay my school fees. | still want to school but there is reupport. My parents
(adopted farther) does not treat me well and just let me stay nothing and | am feel there
is no hope to stay with them and | chose to live on the street like now.

| have no permanent sleeping location, but | sleep on the street in ffitoof the store, in

the field and sometimes | follow my friends t¢
on the street but there is no place for me to
father is still here. He is working but he is busy withi s own f ami | y. He doesn
me anymor e. I al ways wish that he wil/| send be

because last time | went to see and ask, he told me that he had no money. Sometimes, |

sit down and worry for myself. | ask my#ewhy did | come? If only | stayed at home, |

wonot be in this situation. My mother doesndt
living properly. | will still go home because | have land. Why should, | live here. My only

problem is, | need money tgo home.

Last month | had headache and malaria and | went to the store and bought my medicine.
My friends gave me the money to buy medicine. Actually they contribute the money and
gave it to me to buy medicine. We help each other when we thing like thappen.

| don't know about STIs, but | know about HIV/AIDS from many awareness campaigns in
the public places like in the market. As | know that there is no medicine to cure the virus.
To avoid the virus | must stay with one partner use condom when havaax.

For me, foods give strength. Good food is health for the body. | eat garden food and store
food. In a day | eat two times and most of my food | eat in the market. | buy my food and
also my friends. Sometimes when | have no foods to eat | go andaté the store or
gardens of other people.
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| have no idea about birth certificate because no one in my family tell me about that.

|l 6ve experienced stigmatized when | steal i n t
me beat me call me names likeb st e a | mano |, O6rubbish childd ar
guards and police are my biggest threat in my daily life. | have no idea about services

provided by government or NGOs because | i ve

happening in the offices

To earn some money | steal and sell on the street and each item | stolen | make 20 kina
profit. This money | used to buy foods and cloths and other things like smoke and beer.

LAE
Male, age unknown
City MissionLae

My name is John. My father is &m Simbu and mother is from Sepik. My age is seven. |
di dndét go to school yet . My father is in pris
from car accident.

| lived with my father in lawn Bubu at Bewat Compound. While staying with my father in
law | used to come out to the street and stayed with boys until City Mission found me and
brought me there to care of me.

| used to stay with street boys and | do not know my home. | used to collect containers,
cans and sell it get money and buy my own fooda look after myself

|l 6ve havendt being to school because my fat hei
one to send me to school

Someti mes | used to stay with my paternal unc |
They did bad t htcmogsso nme.dVhene stag with thegm, Iqnever eat well.
| used to sleep under tree [slip long as bilong diwai].

When | was | iving in the street I didnot fear
street] watched for us whilst we [small boys] slept.uD favourite spot to spend the night
was in front of Seeto Kui store, '8 Street.

I never got sick. Only time | had stomach ache. When | was in the street, sometimes | ate,
sometimes no. The food | ate were flour balls, bun, ice blocks, biscuits, anddcwater
and | used to stay

When | see my uncle and aunty | fear them.

When | was in the street police and security used to assault me when boys stole or pick
pocket from the public Sometime police just chase us and get our things.

Atthecitymisson | 6 m taken care of wee. I can it i s re
sleep on mattress and pillow and | have my own
mission buy them for us.| eat three times adayyt hey gi ve us gofod foodé a
food is excellent. We eat eggs, chickens, pork, bread, rice, and greéral kinds of
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greens. | like the food. | wash every day too. | wash in the morning and evening. | wash
with soap and | feel good. | smell nicé not like before.

I 6 v eed with ehijdren, other children who are here. What | like it is, it is peaceful and
everyone is loving and kind at the mission. | want to stay here for good.

When | was in the street | used to sell items for the big street boys. Every day, | was given
K2.00 and | used to buy food with this money.

City Mission provides for all my needs. They give me food, house, clothes and send me to
school. Sister tells us about Jesus every day and how he loves children and everyone. |
like to listen to her stories.

Male, 13 years old

Top Town
My name is |Issac and I dm 13 years old. My fath
is from Popondett a. I n my fatherds pl ace, me n
have | and in my father ds dmwpwlnadde obmnt ainny rhya nmdat hv
Malaguna.

My parent divorced when | five. | lived in the street since | was 8. My mother divorced my

father because he was going around with another woman. They always fought and argued

about things. | ndi denvéetn twmad drys,t amyd ntuhne coul dnot
ran of another guy .0 mymotherwordatherw was thé enly kidandva s it

my mother took me. | lived with my mother and her new husband. | was always hit if |

misbehaved or cried for food The new husband was divorced men. He had three

chil dren. They were bigger than me. As time w
father forgot about me. Three years | ater, I (
and since then, | never went bacto my mother.

One day, | was sitting under shade of tree opposite of ANZ bank (Lae). | was really hungry
because | didnoét eat for two days. I felt weak
could think anymore ¢éit dwelntdibdmatk kkmudw whactol!l
next.

Later, | woke up in the hospital bed with drip on my hand. Beside me, a well gloomed

woman sat on the bed. I | ooked at her and she
back but | was scared. Realising that | wascared she comfortable saying you are going

to be fine. | just lay on the bed and rested.

She told me that | fainted because | di dnodot e:
She listed and cried | told the story. She asked if | could go and livehafiter family. |

agreed so in the afternoon of that day we wend to their house. She already asked her

husband and the children and they all agreed that | should come. When we arrived there

was big dinner set for us. Some relative and friends of my new faynjbined the dinner.

During the dinner, the husband announced to the family and relatives that | was new

member of the family. My adopted parents had three girls and one boy so with me in the

family we were two boys. My new family treated me like their owiood. | liked it. It has

been two years since | joined them. They put me in school. During weekends and school

holidays, | tell my parents and come to the street and hang around with my friends. My
parents are very under shestreedboysfpecaude | lwedinkthé f e el I
street for three years.
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|l &m adopted now by people from Siassi, Mor obe.
me very well. | dwleatevierryd dlilnygg neeckeids a family
and sisters are very good to me. My brother is inseparable. He is standing right there

[pointing]. He comes to the street with me and spends time with the boys. In the

afternoon we go back to the house. My parents allowed him to come with me.

I real | y olorgerpnythe kti@ehbunl feel sorry for my friends out the still

living in the street.Street children are human being. Il &dm a human bmeing. But
the street because theyhave no one to look after themWhen | d6m in the stre
people all us street boys, | feel bad. | think people should understand we [street

chil dren] are in need. Every day we struggl e

place to sleep and no where to keep our few change [clothes]. Life is really hard for us.

For me, | my father and mother did it [divorce] and | was on the street. Coming back to

the street makes know that | am part of the street children. The memories are still fresh, |

can still think of how much | used to suffer. Now | ok because my adoptednidy is really

good to me. Since, staying with them, | try to find my parents because they abandoned

me . Al so | dondt know i f they are stildl her e
family that this is important to me [bikpla samting long mi].

| was on the street because of my father and mother. Their divorced and both of them
abandoned me. My mother could have taken care of me but her husband was too cruel
to me. She never stood up for me. Many of the children are like me. They are not here
because of choice. They must come here to find anything, do anything to get food to eat
and stay. Some are here for different reasons like selling drug or something like but
majority are here because they have no choice.

In the street | have many friads. Some are from Wabag, some are from Hagen and some

are from the coast. Il |'ived with them and that
my adopted family, Il &m no in the street anymol
help boys sell their items likdollies, pens, cotton bud, sock and small things like that.

Amongst ourselves we dondt fight or argue.

| used to sleep at 9Street at Seeto Kui store line on the alley (concrete). We sleep
anyhow as long it is dry. We put down card boards and used thas mats. Sometimes
where they are no card board we just sleep on the concrete. Because we sleep together
[street boys in the same group] we look after each other.

| used to fear police only. They held us and whipped us and take our items that we were

selling on the streets. | experience this once. A policeman caught me and took all my

items away and | feel bad. Luckily he didnot
beating boys who did sales. Some often got badly beaten so they went the hospital and

got treatment.

| got sick once. | had malaria. | got medicine and | was fine. My adopted parents took me
to the hospital and | got medicine. They paid my medical fees. Remember my story | told

you, that one, I didnodt g éavefsad.c k . I just faint
Before when | was in the streets | used to gei
too expensive for me so | didnodét get medicine.

hospital because of it was expensive. Somehow, the sick alwagik me.

Food is good. It gives me strength and energy to do work. Foods suclkaskau, banana
and vegetables are good for the body.
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When | |l ived in the street, i f | donot have

When | di dndt |Ilhsewdeeldungry. Wien theye, was no food | used to
collect containers and sell them and get money to buy food.

Now | have more food to eat. In the past, once in a while | used to eat protéinvhich
bought from kaibar like lamb flaps or chicken. NoWeat any time. My father and money
provides for me.

When | lived in the street | used to collect bottles and cans on the street and sold them
and got money. Sometimes | sold items on the street such as pens, mobile etc. When it is
lucky day from me, | mke lots of money.

| also sold things for bigger boys. | made about K10/12 per day. They gave me K1 or K2

commission and | used this money buy my food. The left over money | used to gambled
20toea .

Male 12 year old, Simbu origin

My name i stenReaokdyl comé fiom Goor [Kundiawa District]. | now live in JB
Compound with my parents. Wedve come here
Wedve been |living here for 7 J&vean fourinthé v e

familyandl 6 m t he t hi rd.

| did Eementary One only and left school because our school was burnt lbye enemy

a |

beca

¢
<

tribe during the fight. The fight has stoppe

because it is not really safe. There are still differences so fight catart any time.

It al l started |l ong time ago, I dondt know

because of politics. One man from our neighlbidng tribe contested for election. His tribe
paid some of our tribesmen money and pigs to get supgidrom us. During voting many
people voted for another candidate who won. So the tribesmen of the candidate looted
our community. Many people fled without their belongings. First we ran away to my
mother place in Kembogl and then we moved to Kundiawa. Nather always tells us that
when the village situation is ok we will go back to the village.

| spend whole dag in the streets of Kundiawa town. | sell items like pens, cigarettes,
second had clothes and other small items. | get them from big boys and in¢hem sell.
When | give them the money from sale, they give me K2 or K5 depending if | sell plenty
and make more money | get K5 if less money | get K2. Some of the items are my @wn
like second hand clothes. | make deal with the owner of the seccohdnd. | take 5 pieces

to the street and sell, if it is for K3 price at the store; | sell it for K4 so | get K1.00. In a
day, | make K5. In two maybe | make about K50. I like it because | have money.

My parents are not working. My father sells things in therset. Sometimes, | help him

but if he gets cross to me | leave him go on my own. He sells betel nuts, smoke, and
things like that. Also mother makes garden in the back yard and plant sweet potatoes
and greens like cabbage. So when she harvests them, shellsesome of them at the
mar ket . I dondt kndwuhow docodtthkeynkakkeey

Male 13 year old, mixed Popondetta and East New Britain

he

ma k e



My name is |Isaiah and |1 dm 13 years ol d. My f
mother is fom Popondetta My parent divorced when | five. | lived in the street since |

was 8. My mother divorced my father because he was going around with another woman.

They al ways fought and argued about things. I
mumcouldndt take it anymor e. She ran of another gi
my mother or father. | was the only kid and my mother took me. | lived with my mother

and her new husband. | was always hit if | misbehaved or cried for food. The new

husband wasdivorced men. He had three children. They were bigger than me. As time

went by that man didndt treat me wel | . My f at
couldndot take the abuse anymor e. I ran away a
mother.

Oneday, | was sitting under shade of tree opposite of ANZ bank (Lae). | was really hungry

because | didnot eat for two days. | felt weak
could think anymore ¢€it went bl achappenadt . I col
next.

Later, | woke up in the hospital bed with drip on my hand. Beside me, a well gloomed

woman sat on the bed. I | ooked at her and she
back but | was scared. Realising that | was scared she comfortalsi@ying you are going

to be fine. | just lay on the bed and rested.

She told me that I fainted because | di dnodot e:
She listened and cried when | told the story. She asked if | could go and live with her
family. | agreed so in the afternoon of that day we wend to their house. She already asked

her husband and the children and they all agreed that | should come. When we arrived

there was big dinner set for us. Some relative and friends of my new family joined the
dinner. During the dinner, the husband announced to the family and relatives that | was

new member of the family. My adopted parents had three girls and one boy so with me in

the family we were two boys. My new family treated me like their own blood. Idike It

has been two years since | joined them. They put me in school. During weekends and
school holidays, | tell my parents and come to the street and hang around with my
friends. My parents are very undeysbqdcausedi ng.
| lived in the street for three years.

€In the street | have many frieds. Some are from Wabag, some are from Hagen and

some are from the coast. I l'ived with them anc
I 6dm with my adoptteedtreét amgpindreybut | ofténntonre and ivisit.

Sometime | help boys sell their items like lollies, pens, cotton bud, sock and small things

likethat AmMongst ourselves we dono6t fight or argue.

| used to sleep at 9 street at Seeto Kui store line on thelay (concrete). We sleep
anyhow as long it is dry. We put down card boards and used them as mats. Sometimes
where they are no card board we just sleep on the concrete. Because we sleep together
[street boys in the same group] we look after each other.

| used to fear police only. They held us and whipped us and take our items that we were

selling on the streets. | experience this once. A policeman caught me and took all my

items away and | feel bad. Luckily he didnot
beating boys who did sales. Some often got badly beaten so they went the hospital and

got treatment.

Male 11 years old, EHP origin
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My name is Sil and I dm 11 years ol d. I 6m from
from the same place. My father got a ne wife from Goroka. She came here and fought

with my mother. She took my father away with h
in the at Kamukamu corner, East Taraka. My mother grows vegetables to food and also

to sell at the market to get money. Shéries her best and looks me and my other two

siblings.

For me, street children and children like me who just roam around in their street one their

own. When they <call me O6street boydgokatf eel anoc
more rubbishintte streets. Whey they say this, it hurt:
I n the street we are |li ke family but I donot

know where they sl eepéwe meet each other on th
boys harg around with their size boys and big boys go in groups of two, three, four and

any number. We have very good relationship with everyone because we live same kind of

life. Sometimes bigger boys bully us, also they fight amongst themselves but ottiee

we try to live in peacé .

| earn money by collecting containers and selling them. | make about K1.50 a day and

buy scone, kaukau, vegetables and this satisfy me. | find it easier to make money on the

street by collecting and selling containers thenathomé. dondt | i ke what | do
did father | eave mother and I dm |Iiving |ike? |
he used to provide food and | stayed at home. Now with only mother, it is hard for her to

support us so | come to the street.

Iwas in school but no school fee to continue s«
still in school , I donot think | 0l be in the
to the street because at home food ishort. My mother treats uswell and provides food

for us but we donodt have food in the house and

On Fridays and Saturdays | fear police and drunkards. Police chase us from sleeping in
the streets. They tell to go and sleep in the house. Whehey come we run away.
Drunkards are aggressive. Sometimes, they pick on anyone and fight so when they shout
and come in the distance we take off. Police usually beat me when | sleep in the street.
Also | fear the bigger boys because they beat me wherkame for something and when |
dond give them.

Male, age 198 Kokopo

I dm mi xed New I reland and East New Britain [E
father is from New Ireland. We are five in the
bomnin the family. We grew up in New Ireland in

at Lihir Gold Mine. My childhood was good. Father took good care of us. He is an engineer
with at the mine.

In 2003, my father got married to his own wantok (woman fmo New Ireland). That time |

was 15 year ol d. [ was doing Gr 8. My father 0
only way we coul debki myt bart k(icvabysaylyackpotitpea 6

father) [which mean the mother and children aretogiva party to his father
thus repaying his effort of raising them. Then they would be considered legitimate

members o f the community]. But my mot her was too
money and pig to make party and pay them so she toak and came back to her village.



When we came to my mother village, her big sisters and brothers rejected her. They told

her that she married out so she had share of the land. They insisted she should take us

and go back to New Ireland. But we Because of thisimpo t her coul dndt take ceé
us so my grandmother took care of me. A cousin brother of my mum took my small

brot her (second born) as his son. He is now
adopted the small sister (third born). The last two rema@d with my mother. Right now,

my mother is living with one of her cousin brothegs

Most times we hang around the market place. During the day we beg and do sales. We

sell cigarettes, pens and different items. We also sell drugs too. In a day, we makeutb

K16-K 2 O . I donodt do sal es. I only ask friends f
When we feel hungry, we contribute whatever money we collected and buy vegetables at

the market. Then we buy tin fish or meat if there some money left. We come der

(Kokopo Golf field, sea side) and cook our meals and eat.

We area small group. There are about twenty of currently living on the street. Some of

them have houses but hang out whole with us and go home to sleep in the afternoon.

There are giflsaroundbt t hey have their own group. They d
are actually selling themselves and not really
live but | see them at nights.

In our group, especially those of us who live in the street, weusaboys from Kimbe,
Sepik and Morobe origins. All the boys are group are big boys. | think the youngest is
about 17 and the oldest is maybe 28. Girls do not have grosigike ours. They have
smaller groups maybe four to six girls in a group.

12C



Discussion

There are childrenin PNG today whepend most of their timeon the street, sometimes

as bread winners of their householdsTheysleep in unsafe housing, and are vulnerable
to sexual exploitationfrom adults and peers.Their righs may be pronounced by the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) libey are never realisedon the ground.
Although the Papua New Guinean situation may not be as bad as in other countries, it
demands redress and it contains the possibility of impvement These are the first and
second generation of street children, not an institutionalised subculture as yet.
Intervention at this time can make all the difference in the future of their lives, and the
communities they inhabit.

But changewill require a tremendous upscaling of current support servicessuch as
those currently successfulFaith-based organisations City Mission in Lae and Mercy
Works in Goroka and Hagen, WeCare and City Mission in Port Moresiy, Kundiawa
Catholic Diocese MVC Progmg and NGOslike Grace Counselling in Kokopo or Save the
Children in Goroka. Those NGOs dedicated to the welfare and rights of children are
already beginning to address the growing phenomenon of children on the street. But the
most effective programs by ctrch or other NGOs will be those designed expressly for
these rootless working children.

We were not impressed by most of the provinciaDepartments of Community
Developmentwe visited, but the Bst New Britin Province does appear to be more
proactive than most. The Provincial Administrator was keen to address the issue of
working street children at a provincial level and the Department of Community
Developmentwas well organised and more cordinated than othes we visited. They
have clear line of dutis and responsibilities set out for all the officer® and everyone
was working.This province would be capable of piloting new programmes that address
working working street children

Working street childrenare on the streetto find food and money in tle street. For those
escaping abusive homes, they find company, friendship and develop relationships with
other children. They teamed up to roam, hawk, beg, steal, rob, hailgd, sell, have sexand

so on. Whateverthey make is to be shared.

It is too easyto blame parents for what is happening to children on the streeBad
parenting is only part of the problemAt a time when the national economy is deeply
bifurcated between rural and urban subsistence bases, and when social networks are
fraying everywhergpeople are only too eager to blame mothers for failing to nurture, and
blame fathers for failing to support. In fact, however, theorking street childrenof PNG
just the youngest members of the new urban poor, a population that is desperately
hanging onto whatever safeguards both rural and urban society can afford them.

Families flee their villages for towns, only to realise that they are more isolated than ever
before. The great disjunctures between the have and hawets of an urban environment
are based on the absence of those Melanesian principles of community and reciprocity
and consociality, where everyone is related to everyone else. Urban life depends on
anonymity, on nucleated families, on individual savings accounts and avoiding strangers
and, first and foremost, getting ahead. The very precepts of childrearing in Papua New
Guinean villages are turned on their head in towns.

This is hard enough for Year One UPNG students and working adults transferred from the
provinces. It must be terrifyng for the landless migrants who arrive with nothing, no land,
no subsistence base, no identityln this respect, it is not surprising to find many of these
working street childrenare actually functioning members of nuclear families, working to
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provide fa parents and siblings who share their daily need to eat. It is also not surprising
to find that the majority of theseworking street childrenare working hard, not merely
floating or even contriving serious crimes. They are petty thieves, hawkers, vengderen
bag-carriers and general roustabouts found in markets, bus stops and airports. The girls
are more sedentary and seléffacing, but they are also at greater risk of violence and
ultimately pay higher prices to make a living. Thsell themselves.

We should also not be surprised that land pressures in the highlands have driven so
many families out to other provinces, such that Highlanders dominate the migrant
populations of most provincial centres. In Goroka, where the culture is predisposed to
violence, the street kids are similarly more violent. In Wewak, because the settlements
are filled with second generation rivevillage familiesilong displaced from homes that
have no terra firmdithe street gangs are more organised than Lae, or Rabaul or evigh
Hagen. But the children are also at greater risk of sexual exploitation, especially from
their ownwantoks.

Here again, culture is insidious. We see that the sistekchange and crossdoption

practices of many Sepik villages cannot be grafted thougbsgilsly to modern life. A woman

in a remote Blackwater village who sends her daughter to live with her brother and finish

High School in Wewak may never knotlhat the brother has lost his job and cannot pay

school fees, and must leave his niece with strangeall day. The young girl finds her way

to the streets just to survive. In Wewak, she is likely to meet many others like her, as well

as second wives and girlfriends recently discarded by big shots who got rich and went

bankrupt in the vanilla boom barelyem years ago. Familiesand individuals-are simply

not equi pped to manage these new situations,
problems gracefully.

In light of the dangers young people on the street face every day, it is remarkable that
they remain so very social after all. The children our teams spoke to were all earnestly
interested in finding a better way, either through school or other training, or by returning
to a village, or finding a relative who might care. We did not meet hardened cghic
children ready to spend their lives combating authority and blaming the system.

Educationis what majority of childrermost desire. They blame theip ar ent sé f or f ai |
pay their schools fees but not so much that they seek revenge or lose hoperfo

themselves Lack of school fees is their most common response when asked how they

came to be on the street. My parents candt aff

Consequently, they need the Government to prioritize education and provide

opportunities forthem to get back to school. Many suggested the government provide

free education for all theworking street childrenand other disadvantaged children in the

country. When we aged, What if the government paid for your fees, where would to live

andwhowod d provide your food? The response was S
samtingdé (school fee is the real hel the . They s
other pieces would fall into place eventually.

The greatest dangers these children face arhe general public Security guards, police,
irritated shopkeepers, pious buspodies, leering strangers, even harried and overworked
welfare officers are all consciously avoidedilso the abuse from the public, police and
sometimes the security guards arecommon to working street children The male
participants highlighted that police was their biggest threat. Female participants also
shared same sentiments but for the sex workers, the street boys were also a threat to
their lives. Both male and femaleworking street children are vulnerable but their
experiences of abuse are not the same.



Some of the only succour these children receive are from remarkable private individuals
and dedicated faithbased organisationsthat give without asking questions. Theyra the
little points of light placed in unexpected quarters all across PNG, and their initiatives
need to be cultivated and reproduced.

In general, however, the public does not know what to make wbrking street children
bar girls, homeless hawkers anathers. The more these kids reach out, the more the
public may cringe. It is important that more information be made available to the entire
country about theneeds of and causes for so many children on our streets. When an
6antisocial 8 p hamattanef public didtairse itiemuch harder to find
authority figures who feel free to beat and abuse them without recrimination.

Social mobility has an irbuilt amnesia to it. Those who climb the ladder first, and reach a
level of comfort and succss, tend to forget how they got there. The social advantages
available to one generation may be gone by the next, and the obstacles to success faced
by your parents will never be duplicated by your children. Successful PapNaw
Guineans, like middle clasgitizens everywhere, tend to congratulate themselves on their
hard-won achievements, as if individual initiative might be all it takes.

Itis all too easy for police, civil servants, hospital workers and even welfare officers to call
working street chitiren idle and lazy, as though they enjoyed their life on the streets. It is

one thing to talk about these children as the natural by products of rapid social change,

but quite another to educate a public into believing they are not raskols or sluts or PNG
gypsies. They are children in difficult circumstances.

The demographyof working street childrenvaries by provinceln Wewak and Kundiawa,
the kids are ethnicallyhomogeneous,the majority from the Sepik orSimbu provinces
respectively. Not unexpected)yin the four Highlandstowns, (i.e., Goroka, Kundiawa, Mt
Hagen and Kudjip)most of the children ae from the Highlands Whereas, inkokopo and
Rabaul,for example, migrant children outnumber East New Britain ones. There again, the
majority are Highlandschildren. 57% of the children we interviewed were from Highlands
origins.

This disproportionate number oHighlandersreflects the general outmigration rates from
the Highlands to other provinces. Increasingly, land pressure, tribal fighting, sorcend a
entrepreneurial drive are fuelling a diaspora of Highlands settlers in all major centréss.
general, this poses no special problem, but when we consider that the vast majority of
new landless urban poor juveniles are Highlanders, it signals a seriouse&kdown of
highlands families and social networks.

Whatever comforts of land and community existed in the village are missing from nuclear
family life in the towns, and it is quite possible that this contributes to a spike in domestic
violence in urbansettlements. Where there are no iaws or brothers to step in, and
where temptations are multiplied, the normal endurable strains of married life become
impossible. Men beat their wives, children flee, fathers move on, mothers meet new men,
and a family s destroyed. Most importantly, a childhood is finished.

There is a need to recognize the prevalence of Highlands familial strife and focus
attention on marital support structures suited to their cultural particulardf brideprice
were capped, some saywomen would be freer to leave, men would feel less free to
abuse, and more money would be available for school fees and subsistence.

Similarly, in MotuKoita villages the cost of brideprice is now so exorbitant that children

spend their early working yess, if they are lucky enough to have @b, helping fathers
pay off their motherds brideprice.
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Free education is half the battle. Capped brideprice and compensation payments may be
the other half. In a country where so few people are engaged in the castonomy, and
where the informal economy dwarfs the formal, there is an astonishing amount of wealth
locked up in traditional transactions. Children are paying the price.

Except for Port Moresby and Lae, it was easy to find malesrking street childrenthan
females. In Kokopo and Rabualthese children were generallyolder than in the rest of
the study sites,where children as young as 10 could often be seen.

Mostly older children are involved iselling sex More girls seling sex are younger than
the males selling sex Girls are also powerless to insist on safe sex practices, especially
when big money is involvedThose familiar with HIV campaign information were more
capable of negotiating sex than thosevho were not, but poverty is the ultimate bargai
chip. In most cases, only older girls claimed to have the strength to insist on condom use.

HIV knowledges very low amongst the participants. They knew it wagck nogut (bad
sick) and it was contracted from sexual intercourse with infected peopled infected
blood and it had no cure or medicine to cure. Beyond this, they could not explain.
Speaking of other STIs, no one could explain what it was.

Common iliness such malaria, fever, headaches, diarrhea wemd known to the
participants. Those wh can afford treatment go to the hospital but others resort to
herbal remedies. The participants pointed that medicine/as expensive as are hospital
costs. But working street childrenare not a sickly population, they seem remarkably
strong for their cirmimstances. Athough their nutritional intake is poor, they sleep rough,
are exposed to bad air in rubbish dump sites, and collect rubbisthey are not presenting
lists of medical complaints. They have scabies, grille and white spots, as do many
children. But the single greatest inhibitor for them to a healthy immune system would be
hunger.

Challenges experienced byorking street childrenare:

Quarrels and fights with their parents or stepparents

Leaving school for lack of school fees

Sickness

Assaultsfrom security guides, police and town council

Police custody

Abuse (verbal and physical) by older boys especially drunkards and drug addicts
Discrimination by the public, including people calling them demeaning names
Sleeping outside, often in fear

. Lackof clothes and basic necessities

10. Sleeping outside, often in fear

11. Lack of clothes and basic necessities

12. Death of parents

©CoNoOAMONE

Someinteresting statistic arise from our findingsFor examples

More girls work nightclubs in Port Moresby than other towns,

More violert theft by children occuran Goroka than other towns;

Young peopleinvolved in sex works more visible in Lae than other towns;

More children sleepon the streets in Kokopo than other towns

Organised gangs for theft are more common in Goroka caWewakthan other
towns.

= =4 =8 =8 =9
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Demographybeing different, e concerns of the participants weranuch alike. he vast

majority asked that the Government pay for theischool fees They argued that without

education their futureswer e not 6 h o pi@panisiwbo.drogpbdmust ef primary t

or secondary school had great desire for vocation or skills training education. They

believe vocation or skills training will give opportunity to find new pathways to life.
Education as one youhg eaargbhdngdit is the ke

Reintegration into extended family

When we asked the children about possible reintegration into their own families or
communi ties, we received mi xed answer s. o1 t h
naively, and yet others adamantly tdl uMogat tfu, dispela em bai | no inap wdk

(absolutely not, this will not work).

Mercy works of Goroka stated, OThese children
community. 6 Their argument was that semci ety ha
that once held extended families together is no longer there to accommodate any

reintegration.
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Conclusion

What happens In PNG when the pieces of a stable family life start to crumbler lack of
work, lack of land, tribalfighting or a death in the family? Parents migrate, divorce,
bottom out, even abuse their offspring; relatives step in, but only temporarily; and food
and shelter become urgent concerns. Children take to the streets.

For whatever reason, whatever push &ors that bring children under age 18 to the

streets, this is an extremely inhospitable place for them. Rural PNG has certain important

differences for orphans and vulnerable children: they can eat from a garden, sleep in

greater safety, seek out relatve mor e conveniently. They <can a
traditional fashion, outside the cash economy.

But towns are much less social environmentsThe traditional wantok system can no
longer support orphans or children who are in nee@tress of urban lifeputs pressure on

all families, and there simply are not enough middle class stable homes to absorb all the
village relatives who need their help.

There are two prongs to the problem. One is social, and a lack of access to counselling for
married peoplefacing strife, whether that be economic or not. We need more alternatives
for rural families on the verge of breaking down, more services available to families in
need in urban centres as well. There need to be places for women and children to take
refuge from tribal or domestic violence, and where shoéterm solutions can prevent
them from turning to the street.

The other prong is institutional. There must be services available to children on the street
today who can and wish to reintegrate into the formh@conomy or school system. They
need a path back from the brink. In a mineral rich country where yawning inequities are
reported in the press every day, it is only a matter of time before thes@rking street
children become angrier, more desperate, andleterminedly antisociafisomething the
country absolutely cannot afford.

Nearly all of the participantsve spoke tohave neveraccessed the benefits available to
them by Government and NGOS hey wereall interested to know what organizations
were there to help them. It seems to be a matter of visibility, first of all. Few NGOs have
fieldworkers visibly attending to these children, and the literacy and shame barriers to
enrolling in some programs are too high for many kids. One solution would be to itatia
radio programs that children themselves can produce, offering a voice for these least
enfranchised citizens and a means of disseminating information across their loose
communities. Radio awareness is still the most effective means of communicating
emergency and service provision information in PNG. (See recommendations below)

There is no immediate solution for the strains of modern life on a typical family. Plenty of
NGOs are dedicated to women in peril, and these are to be commended for providing the
first fail-safe of a broken family. The way to prevent more children from hitting the streets
is to provide more and better services to families.

But if we were to take a step back and ask what the single greatest cause of family strife

today in PNG mightbe, we would say school fees. Before prostitution, petty theft,

domestic violence, broken marriages and oumigration from villages everywhere can be

solved, we must provide universgbrimary education--free. Were it not for the need to

pay school feesmost villagers would enjoy a bourgeois subsistence life, supplementing

their income by market sales to provide the basic needs of their family. As it is, many

rur al families struggle to earn K40 a term fo
leaving nahing for medical and other emergencies.

12¢



We found that:
-48.5 % can read
-51.5 % can not read
-54.9 % can write
-45.1 % can not write

We also call for a cap on brideprice, on

budget in PNG. Even wherewdand communities have never had traditional bride price,
the practice is being adapted to suit imarried spouses from other regions. Thus Madang
villagers are strapped by Western Highlands brideprice costs these days, even when the
bride and groom are edcated and decry the principle.Highlands women who are
university educated are today far too expensive for even a university graduate to marry.
The price tag for knitting inlaws together these days has risen well beyond the ability of
most Papua New Guinans, and with increasing litigiousness and compensation battles
over resource development, they are only likely to keep rising. The Government must
make it criminal to request exorbitant prices for a bride, @o hold conflict resolution and
community welfire at ransom to ridiculous demands.

Restrict customary payments and provide free education for ahd the numbers of
desperate urban poor will go down. Mothers who sit roadside selling betelnut all day,
rather than working the garden; fathers who traveo town seeking unskilled jobs; young
women who sell themselves to strangers; boys who park cars for a livingill all become
less commonplace.

e
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Recommendations

Our recommendations range from the institutional to the incidental. The ntamportant
recommendation, number 1, is based on the comments by th&orking street children
themselves (see Box below):

1. Subsidize education for all This includes lobbying for the national government to
provide free primary education to all. It alsenay include cash payments of the kind
UNICEF has initiated for Most Vulnerable Children. (But the children on the street who
have imperfect or no care givers to accept money in their behalf suggest that direct
payments be made the them. Our recommendatiotinstead, is to organize the school
admission for each child and pay fees directly to the school account.

2. Provide life skills training in all community care centres for childreiVe found that
working street childrenwere happy to reside in communitgare centres but generally
needed more skills training from sewing and bookkeeping to agricultural and
entrepreneurial skills.

3. Social services must have a presence on the streetpt in corporate offices. Children
only learn from seeing.

4. Sponsor nedia production with and about working street children Programmes for
EMTV and Kundu TV can help sensitize the general public to the special needs of children
on the street and reduce the stigmatization that the children face.

5. Establish mdio programmes for children at risk. In a report on children at risk that we
conducted for the Asian Foundation (Sullivan 2008), we made a strong suggestion that
the Foundation fund a radio awareness project for Wewak that would involerking
street children themselves, from production to editing. It would involve training for
children who could be equipped with mobile recorders and conduct interviews with
children in settlements who might not otherwise have a voice. The aim, in part, was to
disseminate information d@out the services available and to inform children more
generally about their rights. Mainly, however, we wanted to address the feeling of solitude
and hopelessness we found amongst settlement children in that province, many of whom
are restricted to theirhomes while guardians work, and in particular young girls who fall
between the cracks of public services. No such program has been initiated.

Our recommendation is to pilot this radio program in East Sepik and East New Britain: the
first, for the need hat still exists, and the second for the cooperation we found amongst
child care providers in that provinceRabaul and Kokopo seem most likely candidates for
piloting a provincial program of this kind.

The Asia Foundation Report made the following sugggion for Wewak (Sullivan 2008):

Develop a youth radio service in Wewak, ESP, with YASI Youth organization, which can
wor k within the settlements in spreading

and can be staffed entirely by settlement kids theselves. Keep this lowech and
easy, to prevent intimidating poorly educated participants. Hire a Divine Word
University Communications graduate to facilitate the project for two years, after which
it can run on its own. Place YASI Youth Radio (or YASIRAdtio) programs on all public
service stations, and also, most importantly, purchase afternoon/evening air time on
Central Sepik Radio and 100 FM, the commercials stations favoured by youth across
the province.
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6. Public water/sanitation sources for LagRabaul, Kokopo, Port Moresby?ublic taps
and public toilets need to be more available and better maintained in all provincial
centres. In Lae, Rabaul and Kokopo, they need to be established in the first place. Such
services for the general public wouldjo a long way toward improving the health and
sanitation of children on the street.

7.Bui |l d a ¢ omp o n e rrbani YouthdEmployneent RrGjér€liGently being
planned for a 2010 start and funded by the World Bank, that requires a quote of

Ohoemes$s b6 or Omost vul nerabled children be
recruitment stage, and require relaxation
6contact number 6 for candi dat es. But it i

working street childrenfrom accessing the more londerm and lucrative opportunities out
there for them.

8. The quota above would be best served by a system Bfovincial Databases for
Children. Departments for Community Development must get onto the sétand start
counting and engaging these children in their provinces. A database at each provincial
level could include basic demographic information that social scientists could track over
time (such that we might be able to project how many more childrarill be pushed to the
street by certain rises in the cost of living; and how many children might be saved from
the street by reductions in the cost of education, for examples).

Database information could be made available to interested private companjesnd its
review might become mandatory for certain foreignvestment development projects. For
example, a major resource extraction project might be required to hire 5% of its unskilled
labour from the provincial database.

It is clear from our study that we know very little about the relationship between local
development projects and their impact upon homelessness in a province, just as we
know little about which push and pull factors, by province, are the most easy to remedy.
We therefore also recommed further research in all provincial centres to begin the
database efforts with the Departments of Community development. Each province should
gather and enter information on an SPSS or similar computer database to standardize
information nationally for e in program implementation and monitoring.

Ultimately aNat i onal Chi | dilf erel@eto tBllaptoarizial ®fécers where
their missing children have been found, help families rebuild themselves after trauma,
track juvenile delinquency trendsand manage relocation of children between provinces.

9. Cap the rising cost of brideprice and established fixed compensation schedules
(amounts) across PNGr-amilies everywhere in PNG struggle to pay theidéws long past
the initial marriage paymentsMotu-Koita children tithe their wages to help their fathers

pay their motherdds bride price these days.

To place a legal ceiling on this customary practice is a very important strategy for
supporting families h the modern age. Similarly, compensation and death payments can
cripple a community and cause the breakdown of families. It is one important reason why
children are unable to attend schools in Highlands provinceBree up family savings for
the right purposes.

10. Microcredit schemes for childrenEstablish a childfriendly bank system based on the
Grameen Model, supplying children with amounts of credit under K100 to establish small
businesses like ice block sales or raising chickefThis may require coalination with an
NGO or FBO on siteChildren can be supplied with materials from the making a Living
curriculum when they apply for creditGiven that many of these children are now lost to
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further education, their best hope is the informal economy, andased on their varied
street experience they could flourish in the marketplaces of major townsod@perative
childrensd st al |l s Thsiidgehcouldibeinitiated inahe community icazen .
centres like City Mission (serving Koki market for exgme) and mve out from there.

11. Paralegal ServicesProvide assistance and advice for court, defend orphans in court,
full time paralegal officer will be trained, signing of will services with PLWHIV parents,

protect Childrends R gHt man aRBRivoplttas ¢ @lwareémnewsd

Womends Rights.

12. There need to be temporary and accessibleommunitybased dropin centres
available to children at risk. These care centres can and should not be permanent
structures, so as to avoid theirinstitui onal i sati on. They may
homes or yards, where WeCARe! workers can supply volunteers and children with basic
information and needs.There needs to be centres outside the city areas (like the City
Mission farm) that can supporthousing, feeding and educating girls (in particular) in
alternative livelihoods.

13. Train child and family counsellors within PNGrhere is no single centre for the
training of Child Trauma or Vulnerable Child Counsellors in PNG. The need for a central
location, not affiliated with any one religion, is crucial for training all CSEC and Trauma
Counsellorsin PNG, under PNGpecific protocols. Too much money is wasted on
imported models and on sending workers overseas to be trained in them. A single siiié w
also hep standardize the training proceduresUse the findings of this research and the
studies of UNICEF (2005), Jenkins et al (1994, 2000, 2002), Hammar (1992, 1996,
2004), Bradley (2001), HELP (2005), Human Rights Watch (2005, 2006), Humanity
Fourdation (2003), World Vision (2004a, 2004b)as well as more anthropological
studies like Dinnen and Ley (2000), Garap (2000), McLeod (20053ullivan (2008), Toft
(1985), Wardlow (2006) Zimmer (1990), and ZimmeFamakoshi (1996) to develop and
deliver training in Child Trauma Counselling and the training of counsellors to appropriate
people in relevant agencies all over PNG.

14. Eastablish a mentoring programme likeBig brother/Big sisterin each provincial
capital. These might be adapted aBig Wantokprogrammes wherein people from a
certain area could volunteer to sponsor the education and general welfare of a child on
the street--not necessarily adopting or boarding the child. They would make regular
weekly visits and mentor the child through their yog adulthood.The renowned work of

Family Voice Centre and t imn¢he FaStarmAHmblands@anr | s

be a model for group mentoring projects and team training, as well.

15. Step upfamily counsellingin towns. Family[court] counsellos at Village Court level
This is critically important in rural areas, where there are few of no services readily
available to children. Studies (e.g. McMillan and Worth 2010: 1112) tell us the shortest
route to sex work for a child is being abused in tHeome. Girls who have been raped by a
relative are most likely to begin accepting money to repeat the act, and young sex
workers generally say they would prefer to get paid for sex than be a victim f abuse in
their own home. These children are highly unéky to call the Sexual Offence Squad or
other authority, but they just may be encouraged to talk to a counsellor at the community
level. Needless to say, families as well as children need counselling when sexual offences
are committed in the home.

16. Rewurning migrants Provincial Departments of Community Development should
coordinate efforts between themselves for the return of children to home provinces,

s hi

Ad v c

wherever possi bl e. This would be facilitated

Databases prgosed (above) and initiated under the advice of Welfare Officers, and
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family and child counsellors. One reason why a second generationvedrking street
children exists in Port Moresby, for example, is that there is no way home: families who
invest in airfares to come to the big lights find they can never go baehr the cost of
ships and flighs make it impossible. Barring a better inteprovincial road system, the
only way home for many urban migrants is by ship or plané/Vhere children are left on
their own in urban centres, the option of repatriating them may be the bdsbpe for their
future.

17. Police retraining. Police need to be sensitized about their role in protecting minors on

the street, rather than abusing them. This report, as welldduma n Ri ght s Wat chads
reports (2005, 2006) should be widely distributed to police training centres and police

stations in major towns across PNG.

18. Reportthe Saiko Policein Rabaul and KokopoPrivate security firms are the front line
for the generalpublic interface with youngworking street childrenand should serve the
general welfare rather than be a menace to our most vulnerable youth. The behaviour of
private security firms across PNG is relatively unregulated and the police must be
inspired to nonitor their actions rather than turn a blind eye. Might does not mean right
in a democratic societyPolice stations may need to establish aomplaints mechanism
for the homeless and very poor in places like Port Moresby, Rabaul and Kokopo.

19. Nightcluls to me monitored regularly Police must act on nightclubs allowing
underage girls to perform. These are portals to a dangerous future for young women at
risk, and place them at extreme health risks. Most nightclubs serve elite businessmen in
Port Moresby,and girls find relatively safe haven there from the streets. To crack down
on these clubs also requireghe establishment of real refuges for young womeim the
NCDC areaBExpand the facilities available to them which at present, consist of little more
than Haus Ruth in Port Moresby.

20. Campaign for higherci mi n al penalties for o&jffothnsd who
women. Young girls are always at higher risk for unsafe sex than older women, for lack of
selfconfidence and bargaining experience. In manyogntries, the act of knowingly

infecting another with HIV has become a form of attempted murder. A complaints

mechanism at police stations should allow sex workers of all ages to report those men

insisting on sex without a condom, and the Sexual Offencesgu&d could follow up on

their behalf.

21. Mobile clinics Establish mobile health clinics, including free HIV testing, in major
settlements of NCDC, Lae, Mt.Hagen, and Gorokehese could be expanded to other
provincial centres, as free and nojudgmentd services for children at riskThey can be
combined with awareness and other services, according to the need.

22. Clothing drives in Highlands Provinces (beginning with secondhand shops)siness

houses can spearhead charity drives for the needs of yag children on the street. This

might begin with the big secondhand clothing shops in major Highlands towns, whose
donations to children without warm shelter <cou
lives. A campaign of this sort should begin with thehildproduced radio programs and

could widen to include donations for school fess and materials, foodstuffs and other

important goods.

23. Lower the age of HIV/AIDs awareness programmesor children on the street, sex
and sexual predation becomes a riswell before the onset of adolescence, and yet few
are equipped with the information to make safe decisions. The argument that sensitizing
young children to sex only gives them license to experiment cannot apply to children who
have lost parental protectons and desperately need guidance. The DCD should campaign

131



to make sexual health awareness information dispenses by all NGOs and government

bodies available also to children between ages 6 and 12, whether this is provided in

adult terms of more childfriendly forms.

24. Reward private and public cargivers.Youth radio programmes need to focus on the

positive work being performed across PNG by litlecognized care givers. These people

may not get any further recognition but can be rewarded by knowingyhare appreciated
in the public eye. Profile their stories in media campaigns and radio programmes.

Working street childreroffer suggestions

d think what the government must do is to help street children with some skills trainings and give
ussmalmbney to start our own projects. This |will kee
againd

d suggest that the government must set up special school and training for street children. Many of

us left school many years and it is hard to get back into sebl easily but if the government ig

serious in helping us, do as | just said. | think this will keep children away from the stre®et.

d want to suggest the PNG government to create job opportunities for the street kids. | want the

Government to pay scholdfees for children like me.

OPNG Government can establish a foundation learning ceatlike one Digicel company builin

POM. Help family to buy the school fees, Build good market system and funds the vocational

school.l would like to requesttothe P government to é provide voca
the jobsé

dwhat | think is the government must set up foundation to sponsor children with no support, like

me. We have no future and so give us a hope is only by doing what | said.

d want to say that if the government really wants to help us then pay for our school fees. | really

want to go to school because | dondt 6want to I|live i
d want the government to provide free education for all the girls wke parents are not able to pay

their school fee. | want to schood help us because especially in the highlands they say you girls

and forget about youod

dOne thing | want the government to do is to give some kind of training to young girls like usryve

time training comes to big women only and we miss out. Next time training for sewing, cooking or

anything, they must come to girls like mé.

orhe only thing | want the government to do is pay for our school fees so that we can became

educated and do mething to help other peopled

d want say that if the government wants to help uspay school fee for disadvantage children,

especially girls so that they become like mé.

d dondt get any services from the popaydarmment or N
school fee and | want to go to schod.

d would lIlike to request to the PNG government to
jobs. I want to suggest the PNG government to create job opportunity for the street ldds

a want theGovernment to pay school fees for children like nie.
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Appendices

Services availablgo children in each of nine study sites:
[Green shading indicates updated contact, yellonwdicates contact
needs to be confirmed/updated

Organization Types of services Contact Details
provided
GOROKA
Goro , r
t

mercypjt@online.net.pg

EHP Family Voice Dropin centre

familyvoice@datec.net.pg

n
P

gerard.saleu@pngimr.org.pg

a

cfla@online.net.pg

er

|

staphanie@oxfampng.org.pg

dglama@unicef.org
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Offence Squad
(SOS) Police

The Salvation
Army

Private

Kup Women for
Peace

Meri | Kirap
Sapotim (MIKS)

Welfare Office

Mercy Works

Home Offensive,
Venerable
Children School
Fee and
Assistanced
Catholic Church

Global Children
Foundation

WHP Hope
Foundation for
Orphans and
Vulnerable

Accommodation,
Feeding

Resource centre;
Dropin centre

Welfare service;
Counselling

Dropin centre;
Counseling;
Juvenile Support;
Weekend Sports;
Financially
managements
training and
support

Care and
Support,
Counseling,
Emotional
support

Care and
support, feed,
clothing

Major StephenNemiah

The Salvation Army (Development Services),
PO Box 3, Kainantu

Ph: 537 1220

salvo@datec.com.pg

KUNDIAWA

Anna Aglua

C/Chimbu Provincial Youth Officer
Kiudiawa,

ChimbuProvince

Angela Apa, Chairwoman
Kup Women for Peace
PO Box 341

Kundiawa, Simbu

Cel: 72714892

Sarah Garap
Cel: 7684 2189
sgarap@online.net.pg

Welfare Officer

Simbu Provincial Administration, PO Box 192,
Kundiawa

Ph: 7351155

MT HAGEN
Louise Parenjo
Ph: 5423517

Agnes Mek
Cel: 71628136

Theresa Goiba
Cel: 6891281

Joshua Levi
Cel: 72828971
Ph:542 2235
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Children

Catholic AIDS

Anglicare Stop
AIDS

Rur al
Development
Initiative

Catholic Orphans

Program

CWA Early
Childhood
Education
ResourceCentre

Sisters of Notre
Dame Salome
Care Centre

Catholic Family
Life Services

Welfare Service,
Western
Highlands
Provincial
Administration

East Sepik
Council of

Wo

Care and
Support,
Counseling
Radio program

Provide Home
Based Care
(HBC) training;
care of PLWHA;
VCT; Community
care programs;
Community
theatre
programs;
capacity building

Drop in centre;
Counseling;

Jenny Mek

Ph: 542 2255

Cel: 72492744
jennymek@ymail.com

Robbie Gillespie, Lucy Watt
AnglicareStopaids PNG
Aipo Rongo Diocese

PO Box 893, Mt Hagen
acpngair@global.net.pg

Lilly Besoer

PO Box 1117

Mt Hagen WHP

Cel: 72822896/72822898
lilybesoer@yahoo.com

Jenny Mek

Trinity FM Catholic Radio Service (Human Rights
Radio Program), PO Box 54, Mt Hagen WHP
Ph:542 2255

Fax: 542 2128

Esther Alfred
CWA Early Childhood Education Resource Centre

Sister Rose Bernard

Maggie Turwai

Dulcie Niba

Provincial Advisor

PO Box 17, Mt Hagen
Ph: 5423793

WEWAK
Sophie Mangai
Ph: 4562025
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Women Feeding domestic Cel: 76555818
violence victims

r :
r
) S
Help Resources

Boys Town Rehabilitation, Br.s Adolf Rowan
Counseling, Feed, PO Box 107, Wewak
Accommodation,
Spiritual Ph: 4562370

Development

r
r
r
g
Callan Services
I
; r
0’
P

The Salvation Captain Micheal Dengi
Army The Salvation Army
PO Box 184
Wewak
Cel: 76917710
Welfare Officers The Manager
0 Department of Division ofCommunity Development
Community BMS Free Mail Bag, Wewak
Development Ph:
Tulubu Ol Palm

14¢
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Child Welfare
Office
Department of
Community
Development

Lae City Mission
Child Care

Lae City Mission
Farm

Save The
ChildrenFund

Erap Boys Town

Heduru AIDS
Care

Counseling, Drop
in Centre;
Referral to police;

Feeding,
Accommodation,
School fees,
Medical fees,
Counselingd
General
Parenting

Vocational
training, distant
education
through FODE,
Feeding,
Accommodation,
On the Job
training
arrangement,
Counseling,
Spiritual
Teachings

Counseling, Drop
in Centre, Sex
education,
Condoms

Rehabilitation
program;
includes
agriculture
training, primary
education,
counseling,
Sports, and
Religious
activities

Feeding,
Clothing,
Counseling

spencer.poloma@hotmail.com

LAE
Ms Emily Bosky
Ph: 473 1702
Cel: 73444357
emily.bosky@yahoomail.com

Larry George

Director

Lae City Mission

PO Box 255, Lae

Morobe Province

Ph: 472 4370
lcm_hausclaire@onlie.net.pg

Pastor Dean Peu
Plantation Manager
Ph: 4751214

Steven Yoifa

Senior Project Officer

Ph: 472 0881
syoifa@lae.savethechildren.org.pg

Br Mathias Gilgil
Superintendent

or

Br. Steven Bongi
D/Superintendent

NancyNonofa
Digicel: 71751361

Or
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Evertius Ruruk
Ph: 472 8583

audreyahwan@adrapng.org.pg

RABAUL/KOKOPO
ce
r
I
Barefoot Awareness on Simon Passingan
Community rights of Women MNCL Barefoot Community Service, PO Box 3381,
Services and Children Rabaul

Ph: 9829758/9829759
barefoot@online.net.pg

. 80,
e

spiave@yahoo.com.au

Gazell e Coordinator

Desk Gazell e Womends Desk
PO Box 703, Rabual, ENBP
Ph: 982 8647 (CocaCola)
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Fax: 982 8647

Pacific Heritage Pacific Heritage Foundation
Foundatin PO Box 546, Rabual
Ph: 982 1294
Fax: 982 1381
PORT MORESBY

sy ¥

wecarepnq@qmall com

e

I'

E . tembaricare@yahoo.com

y
.

citymissionpom@online.net.pg

hausruth@online.net.pg

PNG Education, legal  Patrina Dikin
Constabulary help such as Cel: 76986965
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Sexual Violence advice
Offense Squad

(SOS)

UNICEF Child Program Support Elaine Bahard

Protection and Technical Ph: 321 3000 x 314
Support to ebainard@unicef.org
stakeholders PO Box 472
working with Port Moresby NCD
children

Kilakila Village
(S
)
)

Caritas PNG
World Vision PNG
maria_opnai@vwi.org
National Council Grace Nari
of Women National Council of Women
PO Box 154
University
Ph:3235447
Fax: 3235411

ncwpng@daltron.com.pg



mailto:ebainard@unicef.org
mailto:research_cimc@daltron.pg
mailto:Aloise.Gaglu@datron.org
mailto:ume.wainetti@cimcpng.org
mailto:maria_opnai@vwi.org
mailto:ncwpng@daltron.com.pg

PNG Families

Sanap Wantaim
AusAID

United Nations
High
Commissioner for
Refugees
(UNHCR)

FamilyViolence
Centre

Individual and
Community
Rights Advocacy
Forum (ICRAF)
POM

Morata Four City
Community
Group

Hope Worldwide
PNG Inc.

The Salvation
Armyd Port
Moresby

Health care, VCT,
support service

to PLWHA, mobile
library service to
children

Dropin Centre;
Of/nite
accommodation;
support for
orphans;training;
counselling;
meals; clinic
referrals

grace_nari@yahoo.com

Jenny Sliviakidu

PO Box 7354

Boroko NCD

Ph: 3254566 x 835

Cel: 7687 0290
jskidu@pngfamilies.gov.pg

Lina Abirafeh

Gender and Social Development Advisor, San
Wantaim

AusAID

Locked Bag 129

Waigani NCD

Ph: 321 6444 ex 129

Fax: 321 6455

Cel: 7699 0998
lina.abirafeh@sanapwantaim.org.pg

Wallaya Pura

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR)

PO Box 1041

Port Moresby NCD

Tessie Soi

Coordinator

Family Violence Centre
PMGH

Private Mail Bag
Boroko 111

NCD

Coordi nat or Womenos Des
PO Box 155, University

Ph: 3251537

icraf@datec.com.pg

Margaret Yom
Anne Aina
Morata Four City Community Group

Frederick Yaugwasola
PO Box 3478, Boroko, NCD
Ph: 3281726
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Select Christian churches, Christian NGOs and other FBOs
contributing to the national response to HIV and AlD&nd the
servicesavailable tochildren

(FromLawrence Hammar 2009:30631)

Anglican Church
9 active in local communities especiallynithe NCD, Milne Bay Province
9 providing HBC training programs, home visitation to people living with and the
9 caretakers of those living with HIV and AIDS

ADRA (Adventist Relief Agency)
1 HBC and a range of support services for people living with HIV andAID
1 VCT services, mostly in Morobe Province
9 Community mobilisation and HBC

AnglicareStopAIDS
1 VCT centre and community care program
peer education program and training of peer educators
most active in the NCD, Central Province
community theatre program
HBCtraining
9 capacity building program

T
T
T
1

Catholic Health Services
1 64 VCT centres, in virtually every province, including rapid testing
9 establishment of day/care centres in several provinces

Hope Worldwide
1 9-Mile Urban Clinic (outreach activities with sex wonke VCT, condom
distribution), but serving many immigrating highlanders
1 part of the Churches Medical Council, liaises with StopAIDS, UNICEF, SYP,
1 AIDS Federation, NCD Health Department and the Red Cross
1

focuses upon school children, urban communities, sexorkers and their
clients

1 peer education activities, evaluation of current schools program
1 development of a more youtkriendly service
1 HBC program development

Salvation Army

1 Ela Beach Dropn Centre (NCD), including overnight accommodation for

clients

1 who have medical appointments, meals, counselling, clinic referrals, skills
training, support for orphans
Jim Jacobsen Centre (Lae), outreach activities with sex workers, counselling,
education and awareness at the centre and with inmates at Buimo prison
peer education and training with youth
HIV and AIDS awareness and education workshops with teachers
Salvation Army women's groups, community health workers
counselling programs in the NCD and in Kainantu and Goroka, EHP
focused upon women, health workers, yith, sex workers, orphans, inmates

=8 =4 =8 -8 -8 -89
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9 dropin day program for AIDS orphans and caregivers in NCD, including
literacy

1 programs, meals and counselling.

i training in HBC, including rural communities

Simon of Cyrene HIV/AIDS Counselling and Care Centre and Haspic
9 day centre facilities in Hohola, NCD
1 counselling and home care support
1 VCT program integrated with Hohola clinic



Study questionnaire

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL QUESTIONNAIRE SERIAL NUMBER
L]

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Demographic Survey of Youths working and Living on the Streets in Papua New Guinea

INFORMED CONSENT

NSA is conducting a research on the situation of street children in some areas of PNG
for the Department of Community Development. Thiglg aims to produce a

complete and comprehensive picture of the life of street children in PNG for the
Government of PNG so that this information will be used to develop a 5 year National
Action Plan which targets to improve (positively) street childifenBNG.

All information gathered will be confidential so you need not fear telling the truth or
expressing your views. You can refuse to answer a question if you feel
uncomfortable. You can also stop at any time of the study should you feel you do
wantto continue. | hope you fully understand (if not explain further in your own
words, also give opportunity for informant to ask questions for clarity).

I completely understand the nathie sttidy and
agree to participate. | take full responsibility for disclosing the information | provide
for here for this study.

Signature of participant: Date:

Signature of research supervisor: Date:
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
L]

QUESTIONNAIRE SERIAL NUMBER

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Demographic Survey of Street Children:

Component of a Situational Analysis of childMarking andLiving on the
Streets in Papua New Guinea

INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE

(For children ag2Dd yeas)

QO001. Province

QO002. District

Q003. Town/Village

Q004. Urban=1
Rural=2
Settlement=3
Result codes:
Completed
Partially completed
Refused to continue (at any part of the interview)
Other (specify)
INTERVIEWER: Code [___ | ]
DATE INTERVIEW:_/ /08 /09

CHECKED BY SUPERVISORignature

OWN -

Date:

/

/08/09
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Demographic Survey Questionnaire

Section 1: Backgrouratharacteristics

Q01| Circle the Sex espondent Male [1
Female [2
Q02| What is your age? 05 years [1

6-12 years |2
1318 years [3
19-25 years [4
Donoét

No response [9

QO3

How old were you at last birthda
Compare and correct Q02 if
necessary.

Age ircomplete years

L1

Q04

Which region do you come from

In the space next to the region write the provi
origin (use initials where applicable)

Southern
Highlands 2]
Momase
Islands
Mixed parentage
Other (specify)
Donoét
No response [9

Q05

What is your level of education?|

Elementary [

Lower Primary

Upper Primary

Lower Secondary

Upper Secondary
College/University

Never been to schoo

Other (specify:
No response [9

15¢

Q06 | Can you read or write? Yes No No Y
Read 1 2
Write 1 2
No response 99



Q07 | Which of these languages can y| Yes No
read? English 1
Tok pisin 1
Hiri Motu 1
Police Motu 1
Local vernacular 1
Other (specify)
No response [99]

NN

Q08 | Which of these languages can y| Yes No
write? English 1
Tok pisin 1
Hiri Motu 1
Police Motu 1
Local vernacular 1
Other (specify)
No response [99]

NN

Q09 | Which of these languages do yo Yes No
speak? English 1
Tok pisin 1
Hiri Motu 1
Police Motu 1
Local vernacular 1
Other (specify)
No response [99]

NN N

Q10| How long have you lived here in
(name of Years [ | ]
Village/Settlement/Town/City)?
RECORD 00 IF LESS THAN 1\

Q11| Who do you live with? (state relationship of relative with informaitie de
relationship of friends and wantoks)

Father [1]

Mother [2

Both Father and Mothe
Relatives

Peers in the street

Sexual partner

Other (specify)
No response [9

Q12| In the last 30 days, how many n Number of nights slept elsewhere [ | |

15€



in total have you slept in anothe
location other than this home?

Q13

Are you parents working for mor

Yes [1]

No [2]

Dot kn
No response [9

YQ15

Q14

Which of your parents work?

Father [1]

Mother [2

Both father and mothe
No response [9

Q15

If both your parents are not work
how do they make money?

Selling vegetables
Street vending
Sdf employed [
Other (specify)

Donobt
No response [9

Q16

What is the income of your hous
per fortnight?

<K100 [1

K100 K199 [2

K200 K299 [3

K300 K399 [4

K400 K499 [5

>K500 [6

Other (specify) [¢
Donobt

No response [9

Q17

(1) How many children are in
your family?

(i) In birth order of siblings,
indicate the position of
informant with an X and
sexes of all siblings by
writing M or F beside eac
number.

(Circle the numbecloidren)

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, >12
Donodt
No response [9

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 12,
Donoét
No response [9

No. | Question and Filters Coding categories Skip to
Catholic [1
Q18| What is yo religious affiliation? Lutheran [2
Anglican [3
United Church
Baptist [5

Evangelical Alliance

157




Seven Day Adventist (SDA
Pentecostal

Traditional [1
Other (specify)

D otrkribw [8§
No response [9

Q19

How often do you attend Church
service?

Very often []
Often [2
Sometimes [
Somewhat |1
Never [5
Donot

No response [9

Section Two: Living in the Street

No. | Question and Filters Cding categories Skip to
Q20| How did you come to live and w Abandoned by your parent
the street? Neglected by your parent
Father and mother died
STATE REASON FOR WHY BC Neglected by foster pareguiatdian [4
PARENTS HAVE DIED Sexual abuse at home
Other abuses and violence at hg
Dropped out from schog
Other reasons (specify)
Donét
No response [9
No. | Question and Filters Coding categories Skip to
Q21| How many brother and sisters? | Brothers [ |
Sisters [ |
Dondét know
No response [99]
Q22| Do you smoke? Yes [1]

15¢




No[2] YQ2 4
No response [ Y Q2 4
Q23| What types of smoke do you us¢ Yes No
Cigarettes 1 2
Bruce 1 2
Drug (marijuana) 1 2
Other (specify)
No respuse [99]
Q24| Do you take alcohol? Yes [1]
No[2] YQ26
No response | Y Q2 6
Q25| What types of alcohol to you tak Yes No
Beer 1 2
Wine 1 2
Spirits 1 2
Steam/Homebrew 1 2
Other (specify)
No response [99]
Q26| How meals in a day do you have Once [1
Twice [2
Thredimes [3
>Three time (specify)
No response [9
Q27| Which location do you eat most Home [1
your meals? Street [2
Restaurants/Kaibar
Friendd
Other [8
No response [9
No. | Question and Filters Coding categries Skip to
Q28| Who pays for your meals? Yourself []
Parents [2
Peers [3
Others (specify)
No response [9
Q29| How do you earn your living? Yes No
Selling bottles 1 2
Street vending 1 2




Labour work 1 2
Begging 1 2
Other (specify) [
No response [99]
Q30| In a fortnight, how much money <K50[1
you make? K50 K99 [2]
K100W K199 [3
K200 K299 [4
> K300 [5
Other (specify)
Donot

No response [9

Q31

How do you use your money?

Yes
Food for the house
Clothes for self
Clothes for family members
School fee for siblings
Share with peers
Drink alcohol
Smoke
On drug
Other (specify)

No

DN NY Ny

A s

NY

1
1
1
1 2
1
1
1
1

2

No response [99]

Q32

| am about to ask you a strong
guestion. Your answer will be st

Proceed
Stop

Yes [1]
No [2]

confidential. No response || Stop
Do you sell sex?
No. | Question and Filters Coding categories Skip to
Q33 In a fortnight, how much money <K100 [1
you make? K100 K199 [2
K200 K299 [3
K300 K399 [4
K400 K499 [5
>K500 [6
Other (specify)
Dondt
No response [9
Q34| How do you use your money? Yes No
Food for the house 1 Z
Clothes for self 1 2
Clothes for family membets 2
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School fee for siblings
Share with peers
Drink alcohol
Smoke

On drug

Other (specify)

R RrRRPE

N Ny

N) NY n s

No response [99]

Q35

How do you get/find your clients|

Yes
Through a pimp
At parties/dance
Regular Clients visits
Concurrent sex partners
Other (specify)

e e

No

NN NN
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Newspaper articles 20092010

Sea, P. 20009.1 was a Ocamel 0: F o r nPestCowidr 8 Oalobet abour er
20009, p 1. From mar ket oO0camel é to respected a
young man from the Highlands. From what some call child labour, the orphaned lad

saved his meagre earnings and, with the help of a missionary couple, was able to get

educated. He is how an accountant and involved in helping people who are caught up in

thekind of poverty he came fr om. 0l was once a
(not his real name) told the Pos€Courier in an exclusive interview last week. Morgan, 30,

decided to come out and tell his life story after reading a report on child laboiar the

Weekend Courier two weeks ago. 0That story to
was one of them. I was a mar ket camel, 6 Morgga
would loiter in front of the market and when we see people, particularly expatriates,

walking out of the market with their market bags we would run to them and help them

carry their goods to their wvehicles. 0They wc
Morgan recalled. But Morgan was given a new lease on life by an expatriate missionary

couple. He was plucked out of a life that had little or no opportunities for a school age

child by missionary pilot Les Andersons and his wife Marylane and made the most of that

chance to become an accountanté

SOUTH PACIFIC: Poverty Breeds Child Labour and Sex Tourism

10 JULY 2008 SUVA (Pacnews)-Beyond the fabulous palringed beaches and
cascading waterfalls of the islands of the Pacific is a sordid realiychild labourand
commercial sexual exploitation of children.

Lack of reliable data makes it difficult to assess the magnitude of the problem, but rough
estimates by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) suggest that with growing
poverty child workers make up aestimated 19 percent of the labour force in Papua New
Guinea (PNG) and 14 percent in the Solomon Islands .

A recent Asian Development Bank (ADB) report has predicted that an additional 5 percent
of people in the Pacific-or some 50,000 people--would slip into poverty because of
high oil and food prices.

According to economist and former Fiji government minister, Ganesh Chand, the
prevalence of child labour has increased in the region because of social problems
triggered by poverty.

With educationnot free in Fiji , rising costs were forcing children out of school and into

the ranks of the workforce in order to supplement family incomes, Chand told

participants at a seminar to mark the International Day Against Child Labour in Suva .

Chandappealed o schools to o0cut costs and increase e

Sex tourists in the South Pacific are also preying upon children. A report by the U.N.
Chil drends Fun-dbaded)oN stuciesHn 2008 and 2005 ircFiji , Kiribati ,
Papua New Guinea , Soloam Islands and Vanuatu-said that in each country child
prostitution, child pornography, and child sex tourism and trafficking occurred.

The report said that children in the South Pac
sex by family members adh friends because of poverty.



A Pacific regional workshop on poverty recently discussed that in Port Moresby and Lae
child prostitution was increasing as social and economic problems increased in Papua
New Guinea .

Research findings tabled at the worksop indicated that one third of the sex workers in
some areas were children aged between 13 and 19, although children as young as 11
were also found to be working in the sex industry.

Similarly, the Solomon Islands conference on child protection heardattthe commercial
sexual exploitation of children in the country was beyond dispute. Furthermore, there
were increasing numbers of street children and sex workers in Honiara , with over 100
girls under the age of 15 involved in the sex industry.

Researclers and social workers had also been in contact with 30 boys under the age of
15 involved in prostitution in Honiara .

A report by the Fiji Women's Rights Movement a
0The Elimination of and Wioolnmesn cod aDg asicirsitmitnhaet i Di
concluded that large numbers of girls were engaged in child labour, including commercial

sexual exploitation of girls.

Gabriela Koheler Raue, the head of the Social Section with the European Commission for
the Pacifc, announced 2 million dollars in funding assistance for Fiji , focused on
education.

This is under a partnership protocol for TACKLE, the acronym for Tackling Child Labour
through Education. TACKLE was designed to address child labour in 11 countrigess
Africa, Caribbean and the Pacific, with Fiji and PNG being the two Pacific Island
countries.

The project is to be implemented over the next 48 months by the ILO. It will also involve

national authorities, agencies, the civil society and social pagrs.

0Child I abour is today still a real and pressi
globally in ceoperation and partnership,” Raue said at the seminar in Suva . "Many

children still miss out on school because they have to support their familiaad

contribute to the household income by offering their labour on the market, often under

harsh conditions. 6

The Netherlands , meanwhile, has allocated 2.5 million dollars for the elimination of child
labour in PNG. The funding is part of a aGonth programme that also covers Kiribati ,
Samoa , Solomon Islands and Vanuatu .

According to Werner Bl enk, | LO6s director for
labour is really a campaign for proper education. We need a situation where children go

to school, get proper qualifications, join the job market and lead healthy lives. We cannot

have generation after generation of children w

The ILO estimates that 246 million children worldwide aged between 5 and 17 years are
engaged in labour. More thartwo-thirds of these children--a figure that corresponds to
180 million --are exploited in the worst forms of child labour.

Mr Bl enk describes it as a vicious cycle. OPov

other way around: children in child latur are not well trained, and they become
physically and psychologically exhausted before they are mature. So how can they
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contribute to national wealth and productivity

0Breaking this vicious cycle is the foremost ¢

Child sex abuse is widespread throughout Papua Né&wiinea

By PETER KORUGL

Kyla (not her real name) is an orphan and lives in Port Moresby, the capital of Papua New
Guinea (PNG) with an aunt who has six children
labourer earning about K80 a fortnight.

0l dondt know how I got involved in selling se
selling sex. | started at the age of 12. My boyfriend forced me. At that time | needed the
money to buy clothes and food formydfe That i s the reason why, 6 Kyl

The young girl revealed this in a 2006 interview with a study team that researched into
child sex abuse and commercial sexual exploitation of children in PNGe study was
conducted by Help Resources and Family aiskxual Violence Action Committee (FSVAC)
and its report, published by the State Department for Community Development (DCD),
highlights that Klya is not the only one selling sex in the country.

The report reveals that children as young as 11 years of ageedeing forced into
prostitution and trafficked as child brideslt said children are also sexually abused in
their own communities, raped and abused by persons in authority including police.The
report stated that young girls and even toddlers are alsaefijuently becoming victims of
gang rape, sometimes as part of tribal fighting and payback.

O0Child sexual abuse is believed to be pervasiyv
the lack of effective data mechanisms in most parts of the country inhibits prape

evaluation of the problemWorryingly, this abuse generally takes place in homes,

schools, urban neighbourhoods and rural villages; places where children are typically

expected to be safe and secure, and is perpetrated by people in a relationship of trus

with victims, such as fathers, adopted fathers, relatives, teachers, police and church

|l eaders, 6 says the report.

The report also highlights that children are commonly exploited sexually through child

prostitution, commercial trafficking and pornographyp Many chi | dren become i
prostitution as a means of escaping poverty and/or as a result of previous sexual

abuse.Increasing demand for younger sex workers also contributes to the increasing

prevalence of child prostitutionA 2004 report noted hat men were seeking out younger

sex workers as they were believed to be oOoOmore
explorative in their sexual approaches and eas

The report notes that another common form of exploitatide the sale and trafficking of
young girls as child brides and domestic servants within PNG and across the Indonesian
border. The girls are also sometimes sold to foreigners working at work camps and
offered as repayment for debts.

The report further note that there are also worrying indicators that children are being
increasingly used in pornography.
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The report said that child pornography is widely available and while most of this is
imported, anecdotal evidence suggests that some is locally made.

Thergport adds OEarly marriage is a form of c¢comme
major factor in the denial of other core human right®espite the Supreme Court ruling
that customary early marriage of young girls is inconsistent with the Constitution df@
in the | ate 1990s, girls as young as 12 are st

A 2000 study found that 3,870 children aged 114 living in rural areas and 633 in urban
areas have been married. Close to 25 per cent of these children had been segied,
divorced or widowed by the age of 18.

Girls who marry before they turn 18 often experience socioeconomic outcomes as adults,
are usually poorly educated, have more children, are more likely to be in polygamous
relationships with older men and are mar likely to experience domestic and sexual
violence.

Lack of knowledge and acceptance of human rights is reflected in the prevalence of
physical and emotional abuse, while this also leads to other harmful practises such as
the abuse of traditional adoptiorpractises.

Economic factors also increase the vulnerability of women and children as many men
were increasingly disposing cash for alcohol, drugs and sex. This result in some families
sexually exploit their children to relieve their poverty.

News ‘ Friday 25th September, 2009 ‘

Teen labours to survive
13-yearrol d and other O6camel s6é keep Hagen mar ket going

By DAVID MUR/

Bruce Lee left his home at the outback Maramuni station of Enga Province six years ago to

seek his fame and fortune in Mt Hagen.

He imagined that the Highlands city was where all the action was. But his search for the

riches eventually turned into doom and gloom.

He sought a much brighter life than the one experienced in his remote Lumbi hamlet but as it

turned out he had to fight each day in his new home to survive.

The 13-year-old has not gone to school. If he had, he would be in Grade Six by now as his

peers are.

This child has to prioritise and survival was his number one priority, not education.

Bruce Lee is one of about 50 street urchins thronging Mt Hagen market everyday to haul

bags of fresh produce into the stalls to earn a living.

The market has been his sole lifeline for the last six years, and nothing else.

ASurvival is my focuséall el s ehelomebreadwinnezforthisas | ong a
family says.

This lad and his peers are popularly known as market taxis but others call them market

camels and Hagen haulers.

The teenager carts massive loads of fresh produce, some twice his own body weight, for a

meager fee of 30t from farmers.

Alf | dondét do it, who will feed me in this city? I
says the baldheaded bag carrier.
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No weight is too heavy for him. He can lift and whisk them away with astonishing velocity.

The rewards he reaps vis-a-vis the labour is a complete nightmare.

I't is believed that the fAmarket taxiso haul between
daily, a nerve-racking task for minors indeed.

Bruce Lee and his lot, mostly teenagers, are overworked and earn around K3 to K12 a day

from their daily chores.

Check your Weekend Courier tomorrow for more reports on these market taxis.

Copyright©2009, Post  -Courier Online. Use of this site is governed by our Legal Notice.
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Child sex tourism

‘aq threat to PNG’

By BARNABAS ORERE

PONDROS

CHILD sex tourism is "a
very real threat™ to Papua
New Guinea because sex
tourists are now cyeing the
Pacific where law enforce-
ment is ineffective, a for-
mer child exploitation in-
vestigator with the Aus-
tralian Federal Police has

wamed. f

“Sex tourists are report-

cd 0 be g ml'er.; O
countries,” Hopley,  pacific countries

who served as a police of-

ficer with the Victoria po-  ness partner, Carl Collins,

lice for 32 years, said.

According 1o Mr Hop-
ley, sex tourists are target-
ing PNG and other Pacific
countries where “attitudes
10 the sexual sbuse of chil-
dren are lax and where law
enforcement in this area is
lacking".

Mr Hopley and his busi-

nm CACET Global, a

Port Moresby Clty Mis-
sion and the Family and
Sexual Violence Action
Committee (FSVAC), has

already ducted three  tial p vital ki-
major training and awarc-  na coming into the coun-
pess courses on child  try”and cxpanding PNG's
abuse and sexual exploits-  -potential.
tion in PNG. *PNG must not cam 3
Mr Hopley, who served  reputation for being a soft
a5 an investigator with tanget for sex tourists”
various units, including Mr was also
the child exploitation unit.  concerned that child and
wamed that the issue must  sexual abuse had become

be addressed or PNG
would “cam a reputation
fotbcin'gasoﬂumclf«

that many tourism opera-
wrs of boteliers clearly
tum a blind eye to child
abuse, especially the sexu-
al abuse of children,” he

said.

He wamed that the Go-
vermment must seri
address this issue or Papua
New Guinea’s image
abroad would be tamished
because “it has the poten-

rampant in PNG and the
community must take a
proactive step to fight the
problem.

He said the police had o
major role to play in iden-
tifying cascs of child abuse
and exploitation and tho-
roughly investigate cases.

Mr Hopley said all
stakeholders,  including
family, teachers, health
workers, church workers,
politicians and the media,
malst take a stand to fight
child abuse and exploita-
tion,
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Sex trade ‘flourishing’

PAPUA New Guinea is tapping into the
international prostitution racket, Public
Employees  Association  president
Michael Malabag claimed last week.

High class sex workers were “recruit-
ed” from Asian and European countries
as well as from Australia and New
Zealand, Mr Malabag told the parlia-
mentary committee investigating the
May anti-Asian riots.

Many young PNG women were
dragged into the sex trade by their
employers, the inquiry was told.

Mr Malabag said paedophiles were
now targeting much younger boys and
girls.

“There has been widespread know-
ledge of prostitution of Asian women and
exploitation of female shop assistants by
their Asian employers in search of plea-
sureand abuse,” Mr Malabag said.
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“This also involves drug trade as well
as corruption of health and tax disputes.

“Accusation of guns and drug trade is
anew rural rip-offamong the highly illi-

‘terate population,

“The Government and police have
further failed to curb illegal businesses
such as prostitution and strip shows,
resulting in frustration among members
of the public. .

“The sugar daddy mentality must be
seriously addressed as foreigners, inclu-
ding Australians, are exploiting and
abusing our young girls who are vulne-
rable, atavery early age. :

“I urge the committee Lo visit major
hotels and nightclubs to observe first
hand the reality of the situation.”

Mr Malabag also said “indecent”
salaries were paid to workers who were
overworked and unfairly treated.
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Literacy school reduces lawlessness

AN ADULT literncy school ot them over to the delegation. The school provides and coordination, tol the
Ofafina in the Okapa district,  Deputy provincial education to children as cmmunkymnlhomnlncm
H Provinee  adm tor Sclomon Tato, beginners, elementary and government was happy to
made sijmificant impacts who led the senlor public grownup who had Joft formal  suj communities that take
on lives of tho rural peaple, servants to witness the schools and mature adults Initiatives to start activities
youths, official opening of the literncy  with no formal education,
The school was an inltiative  school, recelved tho gunsand  The  onrolment is 200 help purchase educational
of the local community with marijusna plants. 0 torials.
assistance from the Salvation  Mr Tato handed the guns children. and there are more Division of Agriculture
Army and it has holped youths  over 1o provincin]l police nmnes being submitted to be  and Livestock will conduct
turn  away from lawless commander Augustine enrolled as well, training on 80 farming and
activities. Wampe while the marijuana  Mr, Tato said that the youths  coffee rehabliitation and this
Last week the students plants were destroyed. and adults, after learning to  will help reduce lawlessness.
shocked a  high level “It was shocking to see n  read and write, coudd see the  Mr Tato sald the provincial
tion from the provinclal  community taking the
tionwhentheyouth  Initiative to do a with
returned three home-made unlawful activities gh communities. the Ofafina community and
guns and ted matured the establishment of this  Mr Tato, who Is In charge purchased a sawmill at a cost
marijuana ts and handed  iterncy school,” he said. of program management of K50.000.

e T S N ———

Ths. N‘\-ts‘io\o.L
28.05.99 o5

e

SR s
INSURANCE
COUNCIL

P PNG Childeen b

=

LS
Seeat THIRTY FIVETHOUS AND KiNA D 25,000.00

mmmnmmmmammwm Dorgan I
mmmmmmmmum e i

Boost for Children’s Foundation

THE Papus New Guinea Insurance  they i i i i
ol S RS (g M)Mrw and mm %‘Igr Mr Dorgan said that the council

PNG Children's Foundation.

Council chairman Wayne Dongan
said this wis a positive contribution
tothe good work that the foundation
waa doing.

The council said that for its mem-
!!vx"l'lcmginbmimum(mum
Just delivening quality peoducts and
services, itisalsaabout being a foree

i
forg

rance Council took kadership posi-
tions in terms of social tli-
ty theough ignmu anel this dong-
ton was a clear example of the t
of humanitarian work that they aﬂ!
Forthe last two years, the council
beld fimdruising drives via their
annual golf day to raise funds for
this donation to the Childeen's
Foundation.

toak peide in its philanthropic oc-
llw}ncx and was committed 10 en-
suring that Papua New Guincans
had the opportunity to realise their
full porential both now and in the
future,

_ PNG Children’s Foundstion pee-
sident Yianmis Nicoloou said he was
very goateful for the dosation and
thanked the council for its continued
suppost.
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to beg: Study

By DULCIE OREKEAIHI need nssessment by the  neglected by family or advantaged strect kids to
A STUDY conducted in  Salvation  Army north  pushed by peer pressure  retum to the socicly as
Lae found out that chil-  coastal divisional com- 1o beg forsurvival, belter people.

dren between the ages of - mander, Major  Sere After their days” work The stages include the
cight and 13 arc on the Kala, hasrevealedthatan  onthestreets, they would  wantok bridge building
areets because ofabuse, averge  strect child buy a packet of rice, 4 programine, mentoring,
pegligence and inade-  would spend  between small tinned fish and the education or home set-
quate funds 1o support cightand 10 hours on the restwouldbe takenhome  tings und back-to-society|
them, streets, begging. for theirguardians betel  programme,

Their  pareats  were Major Kala conducted nut and cigarettes. It is predicted that if a
cither unemployed or  the study through the Major Kala and his ¢hild came into this pro-;
they were orphaned. Qurect Kids Ministry by social team have drafted  gramme atthe age orsey-

Others claimed that  doing personal  inter- @ four-stage "Street Lev- enorcight,nfter 10 years,
theirparentsor guardians viewswith thestreetkids el Programme™ ss apilot  they will have a better)

10ld them 1o beg on the
streets so they  could
bring something  back
home for dinner.
A feasibility study and
=

-
N

undd found out that major-
ity of the children were
forced by circumsiances
surrounding their own
cnvironment and were

iy SCOMMUNITY

project o assist these
children with conditions.
The programme hopes
1o offer a sense of hope
and direction to the dis-

chanceofmoving onwitlt
life through educational
opportunity or 1o retun)
1o society as abetier py’

Weekends? )

The Natonal, Friday, Februsry 19. 2010

Thesuccess
of Tembari ,
Children’s -_
Care(TCC)in | ) : . ]
feedingand = -
educating
settiement
orphanshas
drawn
envious .
reactions, FTER making uandsans of those oTph:
writes oforphans  SbutTCC, )
ALFREDORP | Swmiayfecding csion e imcor pogramine for Sese
walked back 10 e 30d saad- Kids and 1 know thetr motives.”
HERNANDEZ :  “Fredo, we gon 51 kids oday. are those individuals
i ibetier  who,afterfiling o pbiicn
Aceaally, this should be abig “foeding programme” # the
bat! settlemces.
wwmm But the troshie is that they’
WOBOW nnmwum
realining that we age doéng our from TCC's 50! coold gath-
bost to serve these of s moch ¢4 asth
5 = A s
here so they are funding »
e ning
and have food from oot soup institutions.
i " And this has upsct Hayward.
Hayward, 3, is the chasmman I their smempt to steal bis
of the Tembar Children's Care wands, e said individuals sre
e kv
Jooking after s beast One sisch e is that TOC is
children who reside with ot holding f sessions 10
respective parent- a  petfundsand .m.a- |
KI?O»M&‘I-MEN allegation . <= i ool ik s et
Since 203, H ,’ d:As HIV/AID mybodyehe  dooe o book phiss’ 3 A1 obeals
oaly A5 arp itscare, .;nndmu huwm A&kum‘ cdhucation. g funding pants.
m-myﬁnm [(&:1e)] wikh & e - 5o G '.
for times 3 week, ity (IPA), TCC s governed| Hayward i & full churches' denoninations, i
::‘:‘an:asum&yfm l?vguu;'bybm Y HIV/AIDS counsillor with arced the setdement, and are elfectively serves the mrisen-
constitution, with counter- Simonof Cyreoe VCTbasedat  still daing. d al,
Hobola, whills Penny it & iging 1o g needs of it ho {
10 diffeoens religkma
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